Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



«' ii.. 



jpa 






£r.L 




']'^S 



CCF t^ So 



I*), IWB 533 cas rjr\ 2*''* fi 

• t ^ 'Ji '- •■ ~ ■- 



*.'*; ^.n '•*"' 'J /■! 
fc-fc. ffJ ,5-. j^. 



'u fibs a 



MM b 



^ so ^ ^'^ iin 






y^ 






^. H2.0 



'% wv^^ >«SaC \i^% w*" 






^9 



UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 
ENGLISH FACULTY LIBRARY 

This book is confined 
to the Library 



ft 







300073700K 



3^ 



DE QUINCEY'S WORKS. 



VOLUME IX. 



Fram an aid print after Giovsuini-Doniciiici) CwnpigliB, 



. 5 J : .y 



4 -v 



:i 



I * 



VWl 












• I 



r .1/ 



' . f'J J 



PRIVTBD BT VSILX. AHD OOM^AMT, BDINBUBGR. 



CONTENTS. 



T»rm 
J. BE O^SARSy •••••••> 1 

The Theban Sphinx, 287 

Ths EssENES. •..•»... 258 

Aelius Lamia, . • . . • • . 801 . 



PREFACE. 

*' The Cjbsaks," it may be right to mention, wbjb written in 
a situation which denied me the use of books : so that with 
the exception of a few penciled extracts in a pocket-book 
from the Augustan history, I was obliged to depend upon my 
memory for materials, in so far as respected facts. These 
materials for the Western Empire are not more scanty than 
meagre ; and in that proportion so much the greater is 
the temptation which they offer to free and sceptical specu- 
lation. To this temptation I have yielded intermittingly ; but 
from a fear (perhaps a cowardly fear) of being classed as a 
dealer in licentious paradox, I checked myself exactly where 
the largest license might have been properly allowed to a 
bold spirit of incredulity. In particular, I cannot bring 
myself to belieye, nor ought therefore to have assumed the 
tone of a believer, in the inhuman atrocities charged upon 
the earlier Csesars. Guided by my own instincts of truth 
and probability, I should, for instance, have summarily , 
exploded the most revolting among the crimes imputed U 
Nera But too often, writers who have been compelled to 
deal in ghastly horrors form a taste for such scenes ; and 
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Bometiines, as may be seen exemplified in those who record 
the French " Reign of Terror," become angrily credulous, 
and impatient of the slightest hesitation in going along 
with the maniacal excesses recorded. Apparently Suetonius 
suffered from that morbid appetite. Else would he have 
countenanced the hyperbolical extravagances current about 
the murder of Agrippina? What motive had Nero for 
murdering his mother ? or, assuming the slightest motive, 
what difficulty in accomplishing this murder by secret 
agencies ? What need for the elaborate contrivance (as in 
some costly pantomime) of self-dissolving ships 1 But 
waiving all this superfluity of useless mechanism, which by 
requiring many hands in working it must have multiplied 
the accomplices in the crime, and have published his inten- 
tions to all Rome, how do these statements tally with the 
instant resort of the lady herself, upon reaching land, to 
the affectionate sympathy of her son ? Upon this sympathy 
she counted : but how, if all Rome knew that, like a 
hunted hare, she was then running on the traces of her last 
double before receiving her death-blow ? Such a crime, so 
causeless as regarded provocation, so objectless as regarded 
purpose, and so revolting to the primal impulses of nature, 
would, unless popularly viewed as the crime of a maniac, 
have alienated from Nero even his poor simple nurse, and 
other dependants, who showed for many years after his 
death the strength of their attachment by adorning his 
grave with flowers, and by inflicting such vindictive insults 
as they could upon the corpse of his antagonist, Gkdba. 
Meantime that he might be insane, and entitled to the 
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excuBe of insanity, is possible. If not, what a moiutrouB 
part in the drama is played by the Roman people, who, 
after this allied crime, and believing it, yet sat with tran- 
quillity to hear his musical performances 1 But a taint of 
insanity certainly did prevail in the blood of the earlier 
Caesars, ».«,, down to Nero. 

Over and above this taint of physical insanity, we should 
do well to allow for the preternatural tendency towards 
moral insanity generated and nursed by the anomalous 
situation of the Imperator — a situation unknown before or 
since ; in which situation the license allowed to the indi- 
vidual, after the popular comitia had virtually become ex- 
tinct, hid too often from his eye this perilous fact, that in 
one 8olit4iry direction, viz., in regard to the representative 
functions which he discharged as embodying the Eoman 
migesty, he, the supreme of men upon earth, had a nar- 
rower license or discretionary power of action than any 
slave upon whose neck he trode. Better for Atm, for his 
own comfort in living, and for his chance of quiet in dying, 
that he should violate the moral sense by every act of bloody 
violence or of brutal appetite, than that he should trifle 
with the heraldic sanctity of his Imperatorial robe. 

Thb Essenes. — The paper on The Essenes^ I will frankly 
acknowledge to my critical reader, has not had the good 
fortune to conciliate the sanction of the most learned 
unongst my friends. Good fortune^ I say, as insinuating 
that its failure may be due to momentary accidents of 
hurry, or dyspepsy in the critic. For undeniably hcibent 
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tua fata IMli, by wbich proposition, I presume, is meant 
that books, and intellectual speculations of every class, are 
liable to good and bad luck, so little corresponding to their 
true proportions of merit, that sometimes for a season the 
momentary false reputation and the ultimate just reputation 
continue moving in opposite directions. 

Some indulgence is due to any attempt at reading into 
coherent meaning what, from the very beginning, was a 
Secret society upon any hypothesis; what was wilfully 
and elaborately darkened in order to evade an urgent 
danger ; what was reported only by a traitor who could 

r 

not be suffered to understand much that he actually saw ; 
and what must now be read after a lapse of two thousand 
years by the glimmerings of a lamp muffled from the very 
first to defeat the purposes of perfidious hostility. Some 
indulgence, I repeat, may be claimed under such complex 
circumstances of difficulty. Better, meantime, by a thou- 
sandfold, is absolute sincerity in a critic than treacherous 
indulgence. Honourable, therefore, I hold it to the critic, 
and flattering to myself, that the answer to my Essenes 
should have been sternly, and sans phrase, "It won't 
do." Perhaps no ; perhaps yes : we shall see. But, in 
the meantime, let me observe, that if my affirmative will 
not do, neither wiU a blank negative. Before an opponent 
can place himself in a position for rejecting my theory, he 
must have taken these following steps in advance towards a 
counter theory of his own. 

First, He must explain why it is that no writer in the 
Now Testament mentions the Essenes, or even throws out 
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• 

a momentary hint of their existence.* On the asBumption 
that the Essenes were not a Christian but a Judaic sodetj, 
there could be no motive at all for ignoring them. 

Second, He must account for the mysterious approxima- 
tion to each other between the two codes of practical doc- 
trine — Christian and Essenic. The one is but the travesty 



* Some persons, not fully masters of the case, wi]l perliHps 
object — ^That stirelj this difficuliy presses eyen on myself. No, 
I reply ; not at all. Any notice of the Essenes would not occur 
in the New Testament, because any motive to such a society would 
not arise, until that point in the Acts of the Apostlen at which 
occurs the protomartyrdom of St. Stephen ; consequently not until 
near the close of the apostolic history. Whatever motive there- 
fore impelled the Apostles to discontinue their narrative at the 
particular crisis which now forms its close, would at any rate hy its 
natural operation have excliidtid the secret narrative of the Essenes. 
But over and ahove that motive, whatsoever it might he, there was 
another. Until the Roman triumph over Jerusalem and the ecclesi- 
astical polity of the Temple, the danger subsisted unabated which 
the Essenic scheme had been devised to meet. This danger would 
always have menaced the Christians in Palestine, so long as the 
Temple service continued to flourish. And the original danger, 
which first prompted the Essenic resource, would — so long as it 
lasted — exact the same original caution as to the publication of its 
details — all or any. As respected the particular case of the Essenes, 
there was therefore a separate and special ground of silence ; and too 
obviously it was a matter of life and death. As to the more general 
motiye which determined the Apostles in drawing their narrative 
to a close, I presume that it arose from the simple fact that the 
primary object was at length realized. That object had been to 
trace the Christian church from its earliest beginnings. This had 
DOW been sufficiently accomplished. It was no purpose of the evan- 
gelists or the Apostles to write narratives of mere gratification to 
curiosity. And any urrear of explanations which still remained 
due, was simply a fuller development of doctrinal truth, which 
accordingly presented itself henceforward in direct epistles from the 
Apostles. 
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of the other. The Easenic reads like sach a parody of 
Ohristiaii ethics as would naturally emerge from the coarse 
hands of a Jew, intensely nnspiritual and worldly, snch as 
Josephus. But, if there were any troth in the high pro- 
Christian antiquity which Josephus ascribes to Essenism, 
in that case there must have been a Christianity' before 
Christ This insurmountable difficulty any opponent of my 
theory draws upon himself 

Third, If there were eight thousand of the Josephan, 
t.e., the pretended non-Christian Essenes, and as their sec- 
tarian opinions were so widely published, how happened it 
that Christ, who talked freely with every order of men and 
women in Judsea, never by accident fell in with one of this 
fraternity 1 Or if we could suppose it possible that in so 
limited a territory this failure of personal rencontre should 
occur naturally, how happened it that Christ did not invite 
one of their body to his presence, or did not expressly 
visit some one of their pretended stations, so as to force 
their errors, or their truths, before the public eye ? 

F(mrth, Supposing that, upon any inexplicable motive, 
such a casual meeting or such a deliberate visit did not 
occur from the Christian side, then why did not crowds of 
the Essenes spontaneously resort to Christ, as a teacher who, 
by repeating their doctrines without any recognition of 
their conmiunity as the original well-head of such truths, 
was in effect ignoring themselves, and publishing in all 
qoarters his disbelief of their existence ? 

Finally, If all personal interviews on overtures from 
either side were unaccountably Intercepted, how hapx)ened 
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it that the doctrines and usages at least of the Essenes 
were not brought before Christ either by friend or by foe t 
or, this failing, were not subsequently noticed and discussed 
by the Apostles 1 

It has been said repeatedly that the creed of the Papal 
Church, or at least her theory, so far travels on the same 
route with the speculation here traced out, that no counte- 
nance is given to the pretensions of the Essenes as a Jewish 
philosophic sect The plagiarisms from Christianity have 
apparently been felt as insufferable. But there the Eomish 
Church halts : she denies, but she finds no satisfactory affir- 
mative creed to substitute. We differ, therefore (who 
differ ? Why, ^Ego et rex rneus — I and the Pope), in this 
important point \ and entirely to my advantage. His Holi- 
ness denies ; and I am bound to think him right ; for / deny. 
But on Ms part this denial is a pure mojchtsfpruch^ as the 
Grermans term it ; a dogmatic assertion not resting on any 
pleadings whatever of £a,ct or argument. Whereas my 
denial explains its own why and wherefore ; substituting 
besides for the frail fluttering tent which it boasts to have 
demolished, a substantial house. So learned a church as 
the Eoman Catholic would naturally have long since antici- 
pated this substitution, had it depended much or chiefly on 
erudition ; it is not however erudition that is primarily re- 
quired in such suggestions, but coigectunJ felicity. 

This is a qualiflcation depending so much upon luck, 
and in so small a proportion upon any meritorious endow- 
ment, that I should not scruple to claim it for myself, and 
yet acknowledge any vanity in claiming it, were I abso- 
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lately satisfied with all the timbers and joists of my new 
Essenic structure, or were it <<sure as death" that no 
horrid iconoclast, even whilst I am yet speaking, may not 
be prowling round my new creation, and pointing his fatal 
finger to symptoms of dry-rot creeping this way or that, like 
cancer in unsuspected comers. Owning to this uneasiness 
myself (yet after all, not more in degree than the under- 
writers upon the Great Eastern will be likely to feel when 
she is out upon her trial trip), I cannot reasonably quarrel 
with the reader if he should utter even treasonable opinions 
upon my self-ascribed coi^ectunJ felicity. My own doubts 
are a license for his. 

Aelius Lamia. — But no such license extends to the next 
ease of Aelius Lamia : In that case I acknowledge no 
shadow of doubt. I have a list of conjectural decipherings 
applied by classical doctors to desperate lesions and abscesses 
iu the text of famous classic authors ; and I am really 
ashamed to say, that my own emendation stands facile 
princeps among them alL I must repeat, however, that 
this pre-eminence is only that of luck ; and I must remind 
the critic, that, in judging of this case, he must not do as 
one writer did on the first publication of this little paper, 
viz., entirely lose sight of the main incident in the legend 
of Orpheus and Eurydice. Never perhaps on this earth 
was so threatening a whisper, a whisper so portentously 
siecnificant, uttered between man and man in. a single word, 
as in that secret suggestion of an OrphetUic voice where a 
wife was concerned 
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The majesty of the Boman Caesar Semper Augustus has 
never yet been fully appreciated ; nor has any man yet ex- 
plained sufficiently in what respects this title and this office 
were absolutely unique. There was but one Eome : no 
other city, as we are satisfied by the collation of many facts, 
has ever rivalled this astonishing metropolis in the grandeur 
of magnitude ; and not many — ^perhaps if we except the 
cities built under Grecian auspices along the line of three 
thousand nules, from Western Capua or Syracuse to the 
Euphrates and oriental Palmyra, none at all — ^in the gran- 
deur of architectural display. Speaking even of London, 
we ought in all reason to say — ^the Nation of LondoUy and 
not the City of London ; but of Eome in her meridian hours, 
nothing else could be said in the naked rigour of logic. A 
milHon and a half of souls* — ^that population, apart from 

* **A fniUion and a hcdfy^* which was the true numerical return 
of population from the English capital about twenty years back, when 
this paper was written. At present, and for some time, it has stood 
at two millions pltts as many thousands as express the days of a solar 
year. But, if adjusted to meet the corrections due upon the annual 
growths of the people, in that case the true return must now (viz., 
January of the year 1859) show a considerable excess beyond two and 
a half millions. Do we mean to assert, then, that the ancient Rome 
of the Caesars, that mighty ancestral foreininner of the Papal Rome, 
which, in this year 1859, counts about 180,000 citizens (or, in &ct, 
sboye Edinburgh by a trifle ; by 200,000 below Glasgow ; hj 150.000 
A — ^IX. 
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any other distinctionB — ^is per se for London a justifying 
ground for such a classification ; i^ fortiori, then, will it be- 
long to a city which counted from one horn to the other of 
its mighty suburbs not less than four millions of inhabitants 
at the veiy least, as we resolutely maintain after reviewing 
all that has been written on that much-vexed theme, and 
not impossibly half as many more. Republican Rome had 



below Manchester), did in reality ever surmount numerically the now 
awful London? Is that what we mean? Tes; that is what we 
mean. We must remember the prodigious area which Rome stretched 
over. We must remember that feature in the Roman domestic archi- 
tecture (so impressiyely insisted on by the rhetorician Aristides), in 
which the ancient Rome resembled the ancient Edinburgh, and so 
far greatly eclipsed London, viz., the vast ascending series of storeys, 
laying stratum upon stratum, tier upon tier, of men and women, as 
in some mighty theatre of human hives. Not that London is defi- 
cient in thousands of lofty streets ; but the storeys rarely ascend be- 
yond the fourth, or, at most, the fifth ; whereas the old Rome and the 
old Edinburgh counted at intervals by sevens or even tens. This 
element in the calculation being allowed for, perhaps the four millions 
of Lipsius may seem a reasonahle population for the flourishing days 
of Cceaarian Rome, which ran far ahead of Republican Rome. On 
this assumption, Rome will take the first place, London (as it now is) 
the Seconal Paris (of to-day) the thirdf New York (800,000), and pro- 
bably the ancient Alexandria, the fourth places on the world's register 
of mighty metropolitan cities, Babylon and Nineveh are too en- 
tirely within the exaggerating influences of misty traditions and nur- 
sery fables, like the vapoury exhalations of the Fata Morgarui — ^a 
species of delusion resting upon a primary basis of reality, but repeat- 
ing this reality so often, through endless self-multiplication, by means 
of optical reflexion and refraction, that the final result is little better 
than absolute fiction. And universally with regard to Asiatic cities 
(above all, with regard to Chinese cities), the reader must carry with 
him these cautions :— • 

Is*, That Asiatics, with rare exceptions, have little regard for 
truth : by habit and policy they are even more mendacious than they 
are perfidious. Fidelity to engagements, sincerity, and disinterested 
veracity, rank, in Oriental estimates, as the perfection of idiocy. 
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her prerogative tribe ; the earth has its prerogative city ; 
and that city was Borne. 

As was the dty, such was its prince — ^mysterioos, soli- 
tary, iiniqua Each was to the other an adequate counter- 
part, each reciprocally that perfect mirror which reflected, 
as in alia materiay those incommunicable attributes of 
grandeur, that under the same shape and denomination 
never upon this earth were destined to be revived Bome 
has not been repeated ; neither has Caesar. Uhi Cassar^ ibi 
Romoj was a uiaxiiPi of Roman jurisprudence. And the 



2d, That, having no liberal cnriosity, the Chinefle man never 
troubles his head about the statistical circumstances of his own cily, 
province, or natal territory. Such researches he woald regard as 
ploughing the sands of the sea-shore, or counting the waves. 

3^, That two grounds of falsification heing thus laid, in (A) the 
ostentatious mendacity, and (B) which glories in its own hlindness, the 
ignorance of all those who ought to he authorities upon such ques- 
tions, a third ground arises naturally from the peculiar and special 
character of Eastern cities, which, for all European ears, too readilj 
aids in misleading. Too often such cities are improvised hy means of 
mud, turf, light spars, canvas, &c. Hihemian cahins, Scotch hothies 
(which word is radically the same as the booth of English fairs), hovels 
for sheltering cattle from the weather, — or huildings of a similar style 
and fugitive make-shift character, under the hurried workmanship of 
three or four hundred thousand men, run up within a single forenoon 
a perishahle town that meets the necessities of a southern climate. 
Schiller, in his " WaUenstein," sketches such a light canvas town an 
the hurried extempore creation of soldiers. Schiller^s description is 
a sketch ; and such a military creation is itself hut a sketch of a 
regular and finished town. Military hy its first outline and sugges- 
tion, such a frail scenical town always retains its military make-shift 
character ; and is, in fact, to the very last, an encampment of gipsies 
ur migrating travellers, rather than an architectural residence of 
settlers who have ceased from vagrancy. Even as an improvised 
home, such a stage mimicry of a city could find toleration only in a 
wann climate. But such a climate, and such slender masquerading 
abodes, are found throughout the Northern Tropic in the southern 
regiuns of Asia. 
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eame maxim may be tranalated into a wider meaning ; io 
which it becomes true also for our historical experience. 
CsBsar and Bome have flourished and expired together. 
Each reciprocally was essential to the other. Even the 
Olympian Pantheon needed Bome for its fiill glorification ; 
and Jove himself first knew his own grandeur when robed 
and shrined as Jupiter Capitolinus. The illimitable attri- 
butes of the Boman prince, boundless and comprehensive as 
the universal air — like that also bright and apprehensible 
to the most vagrant eye, yet in parts (and those not far re- 
moved) unfathomable as outer darkuess (for no chamber in 
a dungeon could shroud in more impenetrable concealment 
a deed of murder than the upper chambers of the air) — 
these attributes, so impressive to the imagination, and which 
all the subtlety of the Roman* wit could as little fathom as 
the fleets of Csesar could traverse the Polar basin, or unlock 
the gates of the Pacific, are best symbolized, and find 
their most appropriate exponent, in the illimitable city 
itself — that Rome, whose centre, the Capitol, was immov- 
able as Tenerifle or Atlas, but whose circumference was 
shadowy, uncertain, restless, and advancing as the frontiers 
of her all-conquering empire. It is false to say, that with 
Caesar came the destruction of Roman greatness. Peace, 
hollow rhetoricians 1 until Caesar came, Rome was a 
minor ; by him she attained her majority, and fulfilled her 
destiny. Caius Julius, you say, deflowered the virgm 
purity of her civil liberties. Doubtless, then, Rome had 
risen immaculate from the arms of Sylla and of Marius. 
But, if it were Caius Julius that deflowered Rome, if under 



* Or even of modem wit ; witness the vain attempt of so many 
eminent jcti (i. c, jurisconsulti), and illustrious Antecessors (i. «., 
doctors of law), to explain in self-consistency the differing functions ol 
the Boman Csesar, and in what sense he was Uffibus solutus. 
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bim she forfeited her dowry of civic purity, if to him she 
first unloosed her maiden zone, then be it affirmed boldly — 
that she reserved her greatest favours for the noblest of her 
wooers ; and we may plead the justification of Falconbridge 
for his mother's transgression with the lion-hearted king — 
such a sin was self-ennobled. Did Julius deflower Borne ? 
Then, by that consummation, he caused her to fulfil the 
functions of her nature ; he compelled her to exchange the 
imperfect and inchoate condition of a mere fcemina for the 
perfections of a mulier. And, metaphor apart, we main- 
tain that Home lost no liberties by the mighty Julius. 
That which in tendency, and by the spirit of her institu- 
tions — ^that which, by her very corruptions and abuses co- 
operating with her laws, Eome promised and involved in 
the germ— even that, and nothing less or diflFerent, did 
Eome unfold and accomplish under this Julian violence. 
The rape [if such it were] of Caesar, her final Romulus, 
completed for Rome that which the rape under Romulus, 
her initial or inaugurating Caesar, had prosperously begun. 
And thus by one supreme man was a nation-city matured ; 
and from the everlasting and nameless* city was a man 
produced — capable of taming her indomitable nature, and 
of forcing her to immolate her wild virginity to the state 
best fitted for the destined " Mother of empires." Peace, 
then, rhetoricians, fedse threnodists of false liberty ! hollow 
chanters over the ashes of a hollow republic ! Without 
Caesar, we affirm a thousand times, that there would have 
been no perfect Rome ; and, but for Rome, there could 
have been no such man as 'Caesar. 

Both then were immortal ; each worthy of eacL And 



• ** Kameless city; " The tme name of Borne it was a point oi 
religion to conceal ; and, in fact, it was never revealed. 
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the Cui viget nihil simile aut Kcundum of the poet was aa 
true of one as of the other. For, if by comparison with 
Rome other cities were but villages, with even more pro- 
priety it may be asserted, that after the Boman CsBsars all 
modem kings, kesars, or emperors, are mere phantoms of 
royalty. The Csesar of Western Rome — ^he only of all earthly 
potentates, past or to come, could be said to reign as a 
monarchy that is, as a solitary king. He was not the 
greatest of princes, simply because there was no other but 
himself. There were doubtless a few outlying rulers, of 
unknown names and titles, upon the margins of his empire, 
there were tributary lieutenants and barbarous reguli, the 
obscure vassals of his sceptre, whose homage was offered on 
the lowest step of his throne, and scarcely known to him 
but as objects of disdain. But these feudatories could no 
more break the unity of his empire, which embraced the 
whole oiKovfi€vj — the total habitable world as then known 
to geography, or recognised by the muse of history— than 
at this day the British empire on the sea can be brought 
into question or made conditional, because some chief of 
Owyhee or Tongataboo should proclaim a momentary inde- 
pendence of the British trident, or should even offer a 
transient outrage to her sovereign flag. Such a tempestas 
in matuld might raise a brief uproar in his little native 
archipelago, but too feeble to reach the shores of Europe 
oy an echo — or to ascend by so much as an infantine 
susurrus to the ears of the British Neptune. Parthia, it is 
true, might pretend to the dignity of an empire. But her 
sovereigns, though sitting in the seat of the great king 
(6 ^ao-iXcvs), were no longer the rulers of a vast and 
polished nation. They were regarded as barbarians — 
potent only by their standing army, not upon the larger 
bnsis of civic strength ; and, even under this limitation, 
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they were supposed to owe more to the drcomstanceB of 
their position — their climate, their remoteness, and their 
inaccessibility except through arid and sultry deserts — ^than 
to intrinsic resources, such as could be permanently relied 
on in a serious trial of strength between the two powers. 
The kings of Parthia, therefore, were far enough from being 
regarded in the light of antagonist forces to the mi^esty 
of Eome. And, these withdrawn from the comparison, 
who else was there — ^what prince, what king, what poten- 
tate of any denomination, to break the universal calm, that 
through centuries continued to lave,, as with the quiet 
undulations of summer lakes, the sacred footsteps of the 
Csesarean throne 9 

The Byzantine court which, merely as the inheritor of 
some fragments from that august throne, was drunk with 
excess of pride, surrounded itself with elaborate expressions 
of a grandeur beyond what mortal eyes were supposed able to 
sustain. These fastidious, and sometimes fantastic ceremonies, 
originally devised as the very extremities of anti-barbarism, 
were often themselves but too nearly allied in spirit to the 
barbaresque in taste. In reality, some parts of the Byzan- 
tine court ritual were arranged in the same spirit as that of 
China or the Burman empire ; or fashioned by anticipation, 
as one might think, on the practice of that Oriental Cham 
(the progenitor, by the way, of the present Chinese empe- 
ror), who used daily to proclaim by sound of trumpet to 
the kings in the four comers of the earth, that they, 
having dutifully awaited the dose of his dinner, might now 
with his royal license go to their own. 

From such vestiges of derivative grandeur, propagated to 
ages so remote from itself, and sustained by manners so dif- 
ferent from the spirit of her own, — we may faintly measure 
the strength of the original impulse given to the feelings of 
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men hj the tacred miyestj of the Roman throne. Ho\v 
potent must that splendour have been, whose mere reflection 
shot rays upon a distant crown, under another heaven, and 
across the wilderness of fourteen centuries ! Splendour, thus 
transmitted, thus sustained, and thus imperishable, argues 
a transcendent vigour in the basis of radical power. Broad 
and deep must those foundations have been laid, which could 
support an "arch of empire " rising to that giddy altitued — 
an altitude which sufficed to bring it within the ken of po«- 
terity to the sixtieth generation. 

Power is measured by resistance. Upon such a scale, if 
it were applied with skill, the relations of greatness in Eome 
to the greatest of aU that has gone before her, and hitherto 
has come after her, would first be adequately revealed. The 
youngest reader will know that the grandest forms in which 
the collective might of the human race has manifested itself, 
are the four monarchies. Four times have the distributive 
forces of nations gathered themselves, under the strong com- 
pression of the sword, into mighty aggregates — denominated 
Universal Empires or Monarchies. These are noticed in 
the Holy Scriptures; and it is upon tJieir warrant that 
men have supposed no fifth monarchy or universal empire 
possible in an earthly sense ; but that, whenever such an 
empire arises, it wUl have Christ for its head ; in other 
words, that no fifth monarchia can take place until Christi- 
anity shaU have swallowed up all other forms of religion, 
andlu have gathered the lie femily of man in^on: 
fold under one all-conquering Shepherd. Hence* the fana- 

* This we mention, because a great error has been sometimes com- 
mitted in exposing their error, which consisted, not in supposing that 
for a fifth time men were to be gathered under one sceptre, and that 
sceptre wielded by Jesus Christ, but in supposing that this great era 
had then arrived, or that with no deeper moral reyolution men couM 
be fitted for that yoke. 
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tics of 1 650, who proclaimed Jesus for their king, and who 
did sincerely anticipate his near advent in great power, and 
under some personal manifestation, were usually styled FifiK- 
U<mar6hisU. 

However, waiving the question (interesting enough in it- 
self) — ^Whether upon earthly principles a fifth universal em- 
pire could by possibility arise, in the present condition of 
knowledge for man individually, and of organization for 
man in general — ^tMs question waived, and confining our- 
selves to the comparison of those four monarchies which 
actually have existed, — of the Assyrian or earliest, we may 
remark, that it found men in no state of cohesion. This 
cause, which came in aid of its first foundation, would pro- 
bably continue ; and would dImiTiiRh the intensity of the 
power in the same proportion as it promoted its extensum. 
This monarchy would be absolute only by the personal pre- 
sence of the monarch ; elsewhere, from mere defect of or- 
ganization, it would and must betray the total imperfections 
of an elementary state, and of a first experiment. More 
by the weakness inherent in its enemy, than by its own 
strength, did the Persian spear of Cyrus prevail against the 
Assyrian. Two centuries revolved, seven or eight genera- 
tions, when Alexander found himself in the same position 
as Cyrus *for building a third monarchy, and aided by the 
self-same vices of luxurious effeminacy in his enemy, con- 
fronted with the self-same virtues of enterprise and hardi- 
hood in his compatriot soldiers. The native Persians, in 
the earliest and veiy limited import of that name, were a 
poor and hardy race of mountaineers. So were the men of 
Macedon ' and neither one tribe nor the other found any 
adequate resistance in the luxurious occupants of Babylonia. 
We may add, with respect to these two earliest monarchies, 
that the Assyrian was undeiined with regard to space, and 
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the Persian fugitive with regard to time. But for the third 
— the Grecian or Maoedonian — ^we know that the arts of 
civility, and of civil organization, had made great progress 
before the Eoman strength was measured against it In 
Macedon, in Achaia, in Syria, in Asia Minor, in Egypt, — 
eveiywhere the members of this empire had begun to knit ; 
the cohesion was far closer, the development of their re- 
sources more complete ; the resistance, therefore, by many 
liund^ >i degrees more formidable : consequently, by the 
/^airest inference, the power in that proportion greater which 
laid the foundations of this last great monarchy. It is pro- 
bable, indeed, both dtprioriy and upon the evidence of various 
facts which have survived, that each of the four great em- 
pires successively triumphed over an antagonist, barbarous 
in comparison of itself, and each by and through that very 
superiority in the arts and policy of civilisation. 

Rome, therefore, which came last in the succession, and 
swallowed up the three great powers that had seriatim cast 
the human race into one mould, and had brought them under 
the unity of a single will, entered by inheritance upon all 
that its predecessors in that career had appropriated, but in a 
condition of far ampler development. Estimated merely by 
longitude and latitude, the territory of the Roman empire 
was the finest by much that has ever fallen under a single 
sceptre. .Amongst modem empires, doubtless, the Spanish 
of the sixteenth century, and the British, of the present, can- 
not but be admired as prodigious growths out of so small a 
steuL In that view, they will be endless monuments in at- 
testation of the marvels which are lodged in civilisation. 
But considered in and for itself, and with no reference to 
the proportion of the creating forces, each of these empires 
has the great defect of being disjointed, and even insuscep- 
tible of perfect union. It is in fact no mricidum of social 
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organizatioii which held them topcether, but the ideal vincur 
lum of a common fealty, and of submission to the same 
sceptre. This is not like the tie of manners, operative even 
where it is not perceived, but like the distinctions of geo- 
graphy — existing to-day, forgotten to-morrow — and abolished 
by a stroke of the pen, or a trick of diplomacy. Russia, 
again, a mighty empire as respects the simple grandeur of 
magnitude, builds her power upon sterility. She has it in 
her power to seduce an invading foe into vast circles of 
starvation, of which the radii measure a thousand leagues. 
Frost and snow are confederates of her strength. She is 
strong by her very weakness. But Eome laid a belt about 
the Mediterranean of a thousand miles in breadth — of more 
than two thousand in length ; and within that zone she 
comprehended not only all the great cities of the ancient 
world, but so perfectly did she lay the garden of the world 
in every climate, and for every mode of natural wealth, 
within her own ring fence, that since that era no land, not 
having been part and parcel of the Roman empire, has ever 
risen into strength and opulence, except where unusual arti- 
ficial industry has availed to counteract the tendencies of 
nature. So entirely had Rome engrossed whatsoever was 
rich by the mere bounty of native endowment. 

Vast, therefore, unexampled, immeasurable, was the basis 
of natural power upon which the Roman throne reposed. 
The military force which put Rome in possession of this 
inordinate power, was certainly in some respects artificial ; 
but the power itself was natural, and not subject to the 
ebbs and flows which attend the commercial empires of our 
days ; and, in fact, to be commercial is the very laurel-crown 
of man^s development as civilisation slowly ascends to its 
supreme stages, for all are in part commercial. The depres- 
sion, the reverses, of Rome, were confined to one shape — 



12 THE OJtSABSL 

> 

Gunine ; a teirifie shape, dodbtlefla, but one which levies its 
penalty of suffering, not by elaborate processes that do not 
exhaust their total cyde in less than long periods of yeais. 
Fortunately for those who surviye, no arrears of misery are 
allowed by this scourge of ancient days ;* the total penalty 
is paid down at once. As respected the hand of man, Rome 
slept for ages in absolute security. She could suffer only 
by the wrath of Proyidence ; and, so long as she continued 
to be Bome, for many a generation she only of aU the 
monarchies has feared no mortal hand,f 

" God and his Son except, 



Created thing nought valaed she nor shunned/' 

That the possessor and wielder of such enormous power — 
power alike admirable for its extent, for its intensity, and 
for its consecration from all counter-forces which could re- 
strain it, or endanger it — should be regarded as sharing in 
the attributes of supernatural beings, is no more than 
might naturally be expected. All other known power in 
human hands has either been extensive, but wanting in 
intensity— or intense, but wanting in extent — or, thirdly, 
liable to permanent control and hazard from some antagonist 
power commensurate with itself. But the Roman power, 



* " Ofandent days." — ^For it is remarkable, and it serves to mark 
an indubitable progress of mankind, that, before the Christian era, 
famines were of frequent occurrence in countries the most civilised ; 
afterwards they became rare, and latterly have entirely altered their 
character into occasional dearths. 

f Unless that hand were her own armed against herself; upon 
which topic there is a burst of noble eloquence in one of the ancient 
Panegyrici, when haranguing the Emperor Theodosius : ** Thou, 
Rome ! that, having once suffered by the madness of Cinna, and of 
the cruel Marius raging from banishment, and of SjUa, that won his 
wreath of prosperity from thy disasters, and of Csesar, compassionate 
to the dead, didst shudder at every blast of the trumpet filled by the 
broath of civil commotion,— thou, that, besides the wreck of thj sol- 
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in its centuries of grandeur, involved every mode of strength, 
with absolute immunity from all kinds and degrees of weak- 
ness. It ought not, therefore, to surprise us that the em- 
peror, as the depositary of this charmed power, should have 
been looked upon as a sacred person, and the imperial 
family considered a < divina domus.' It is an error to re- 
gard this as excess of adulation, or as built originally upon 
hypocrisy. Undoubtedly the expressions of this feeling are 
sometimes gross and overcharged, as we find them in the 
very greatest of the Roman poets : for example, it shocks 
us to find a fine writer, in anticipating the future canoniza- 
tion of his patron, and his instalment amongst the heavenly 
hosts, begging him to keep his distance warily from this oi 
that constellation, and to be cautious of throwing his weight 
into either hemisphere, until the scale of proportions were 
accurately a(^'usted. These, doubtless, are passages degrad- 
ing alike to the poet and his subject. But why 1 Not 
because they ascribe to tbe emperor a sanctity which he 
had not in the minds of men universally, or which even to 
the writer's feeling was exaggerated, but because it was ex- 

dieiy perishing on either side, didst bewail, amongst thy spectacles of 
domestic woe, the luminaries of thy senate extingnished, the heads 
of thy consuls fixed npon a halberd, weeping for ages over thy self- 
slaughtered Catos, thy headless Ciceros [truTicoaque Cicerones)^ and 
unburied Pompeys ; — to whom the party madness of thy own children 
had wrought in every age heavier woe than the Carthaginian thun- 
dering at thy gates, or the Gaul admitted within thy walls ; on whom 
(Emathia, more fatal than the day of Allia, — Collina, more dismal 
than Cannse, — had inflicted such deep memorials of wounds, that, 
from bitter experience of thy own valour, no enemy was to thee so 
formidable as thyself; — ^thou, Komo ! didst now for the first time 
behold a civil war issuing in a hallowed prosperity, a soldiery ap 
peased, recovered Italy, and for thyself liberty established. Now 
first in thy long annals thou didst rest from a civil war in such a 
peace, that righteously, and with maternal tenderness, thou mightst 
daim for it the honours of a civic triumph." 
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pressed coarsely, and as a physical power : now, everything 
physical is measurable by weight, motion, and ^<;sistance ; 
and is therefore definite. . But the very essence of whatso- 
ever is supernatural lies in the indefinite. That power, 
therefore, with which the minds of men invested the em- 
peror, was vulgarized (in Eoman phrase ohsolefiebat) by this 
rx)arse translation into the region of physics. Else it is 
evident, that any power which, by standing above all human 
control, occupies the next station to superhuman modes of 
authority, must be invested by all minds alike with some 
dim and undefined relation to the sanctities of the unseen 
world. Thus, for instance, the Pope, as the father of 
Catholic Christendom, could not btd be viewed with awe 
by any Christian of deep feeling, as standing in some rela- 
tion to the true and unseen Father of the spiritual body. 
Nay, considering that even false religions, as those of Pagan 
mythology, have probably never been utterly stripped of all 
truth, but that every such mode of error has perhaps been 
designed as a process, and adapted by Providence to the 
case of those who were capable of admitting no more per- 
fect shape of truth ; even the heads of such superstitions 
(the Dalai Lama, for instance) may not unreasonably be 
presumed as within the cognizance and special protection of 
Heaven. Much more may this be supposed of him to 
whose care was confided the weightier part of the human 
race ; who had it in his power to promote or to suspend 
the progress of human improvement ; and of whom, and 
the motions of whose will, the very prophets of Judea took 
cognizance. No nation, and no king, was utterly divorced 
from the councils of God. Palestine, as a central chamber 
of God's administration, stood in some relation to all. It 
has been remarked, as a mysterious and significant fact> 
that the founders of the great empires all had some conneo- 
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tion, more or less, with the temple of Jenisalem. Mclaiicii- 
thon eyen observes it in his Sketch of Uniyersal History, 
as worthy of notice — ^that Pompey died, as it were, within 
sight of that yery temple which he had polluted. Let ua 
not suppose that Paganism, or Pagan nations, were there- 
fore excluded from the concern and tender interest of 
Heaven. They also had their place allowed. And we may 
be sure that, amongst them, the Roman emperor, as the 
great steward and factor for the happiness of more men, 
and men more cultivated, than ever before were intrusted 
to the motions of a single will, had a special, singular, and 
mysterious relation to the secret counsels of Heaven. 

Even we, therefore, may lawfully attribute some sanctity 
to the Boman emperor. That the Romans did so with ab- 
solute sincerity is certain. The altars of the emperor had 
a twofold consecration; to violate them, was the double 
crime of treason and sacnlege. In his appearances of state 
and ceremony, the fire, the sacred fire hro/jLireve, moved pom- 
pously in ceremonial solemnity before him ; and every other 
circumstance of divine worship attended the emperor in his 
lifetime.* 

To this view of the imperial character and relations must 
be added one single circumstance, which in some measure 
altered the whole for the individual who happened to fill 
the office. The emperor de facto might be viewed under 
two aspects ; there was the man, and there was the office. 
In his office he was immortal and sacred : but as a ques- 
tion might still be raised, by means of a mercenary army, 
as to the claims of the particular individual who at any 

* The fact is, that the emperor was more of a sacred and divine 
creature in his lifetime than after his death. His consecrated cha- 
ncter as a living ruler was a tnith ; his canonizatioD, a fictron of 
tenderness to his memory. 
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time filled the office, the very sanctity and privilege of the 
charactei i^ith which he was clothed might actually be 
turned against himself; and here it is, at this point, that 
the character of Eoman emperor became truly and mysteri- 
ously awful. Gibbon has taken notice of the extraordinary 
situation of a stibject in the Roman empire who should at- 
tempt to fly from the wrath of the Caesar. Such was the 
ubiquity of the emperor that this was metaphysically hope- 
less. Except across pathless deserts or amongst barbarous 
nomads, it was impossible to find even a transient sanctuary 
from the imperial pursuit. K the fugitive went down to 
the sea, there he met the emperor : if he took the wings of 
the morning, and fled to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
there also was Caesar in the person of his lieutenants. But, 
by a dreadfiil counter-charm, the same omnipresence of im- 
perial anger and retribution which withered the hopes of 
the poor humble prisoner, met and confounded the emperor 
himself, when hurled from his elevation by some fortunate 
rival. All the kingdoms of the earth, to one in that situa- 
tion, became but so many wards of the same infinite prison. 
Flight, if it were even successful for the moment, did but a 
little retard his inevitable doom. And so evident was this, 
that hardly in one instance did the fallen prince attempt to 
fly ; passively he met the death which was inevitable, in 
the very spot where ruin had overtaken him. Neither was 
it possible even for a merciful conqueror to show mercy ; 
for, in the presence of an army so mercenary and factious^ 
his own safety was but too deeply involved in the exter- 
mination of rival pretenders to the crown. 

Such, amidst the sacred security and inviolability of the 
office, was the hazardous tenure of the individual Nor 
did his dangers always arise from persons in the rank of 
competitors and rivals. Sometimes it menaced him in 
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quarters which his eye had never penetrated, and from 
enemies too obscure to have reached his ear. By way of 
illustration we will cite a case from the life of the Emperor 
Oonmiodus, which is wild enough to have furnished the plot 
of a romance, though as well authenticated as any other 
passage in that reign. The story is narrated by Herodiao, 
and the outline was this : — ^A slave of noble qualities, and 
of magnificent person, having liberated himself from the 
degradations of bondage, determined to avenge his own 
wrongs by inflicting continual terror upon the town and 
neighbourhood which had witnessed his humiliation. For 
this purpose he resorted to the woody recesses of the pro- 
vince (somewhere in the modem Transsylvania), and, attract- 
ing to his wild encampment as many fugitives as he could, 
by degrees he succeeded in training a very formidable troop 
of freebooters. Partly from the energy of his own nature, 
and partly from the neglect and remissness of the provincial 
magistrates, the robber captain rose from less to more, until 
he had formed a little army, equal to the task of assaulting 
fortified cities. In this stage of his adventures, he encoun- 
tered and defeated several of the imperial officers command- 
ing large detachments of troops ; and at length grew of 
consequence sufficient to draw upon himself the emperor's 
eye, and the honour of his personal displeasure. In high 
wrath and disdain at the insidts offered to his eagles by 
this fugitive slave, Oommodus fulminated against him such 
an edict as left him no hope of much longer escaping with 
impunity. 

Public vengeance was now aw^ened ; the imperial troops 
were marching from every quarter upon the same centre ; 
and the slave became sensible that in a very short space of 
tune he must be surrounded and destroyed. In this des- 
perate situation he took a desperate resolution : he as- 
a2 
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Bcmbled Lib tioops, laid before them his plan, concerted the 
various steps for carrying it into effect, and then dismissed 
them as independent wanderers. So ends the first chapter 
of the tale. 

The next opens in the passes of the Alps, whither, by- 
various routes, of seven or eight hundred miles in extent, 
these men had threaded their way in manifold disguises 
through the very midst of the emperor^s camps. Accord- 
ing to this man's gigantic enterprise, in which the means 
were as audacious as the purpose, the conspirators were to 
rendezvous, and first to recognise each other, at the gates of 
Rome. From the Danube to the Tiber did this band of 
robbers severally pursue their perilous routes through all 
the difficulties of the road and the jealousies of the military 
stations, sustained by the mere thirst of vengeance — ^ven- 
geance against that mighty foe whom they knew only by 
his proclamations against themselvefi. Everything con- 
tinued to prosper ; the conspirators met under the walls of 
Rome ; the final details were arranged ; and those also 
would have prospered but for a trifling accident. The sea- 
son was one of general carnival at Rome ; and, by the help 
of those disguises which the license of this festival time 
allowed, the murderers were to have penetrated as maskers 
te the emperor's retirement, when a casual word or two 
awoke the suspicions of a sentinel One of the conspirators 
was arrested ; under the terror and uncertainty of the mo- 
ment, he made much ampler discoveries than were expected 
of him ; the other accomplices were secured : and Com- 
modus was delivered from the uplifted daggers of those who 
bad sought him by months of patient wanderings, pursued 
through all the depths of the Illyrian forests, and the diffi- 
culties of the Alpine passes. It is not easy to find words 
of admiration conmiensurate to the energetic hardihood of 
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a slave — ^who, by way of answer and reprisal to an edict 
smnmarily consigning him to persecution and death, deter- 
mines to cross Europe in quest of its author, though no less 
a person than the master of the world — to seek him out in 
the inmost recesses of his capital city, of his private palace, 
of his consecrated bed-chamber — and there to lodge a dagger 
in his heart, as the adequate reply to the imperial sentence 
of proscription against himself. 

Such, amidst the superhuman grandeur and hallowed 
privileges of the Roman emperor's oflfice, were the extra- 
ordinary perils which menaced the individual officer. The 
office rose by its grandeur to a region above the clouds and 
vapours of earth : the officer might find his personal security 
as unsubstantial as those wandering vapours. Kor is it 
possible that these circumstances of violent opposition can 
be better illustrated than in this tale of Herodian. Whilst 
the emperor's mighty arms were stretched out to arrest 
some potentate m the Imart of Asia, a poor slave is silently 
and stealthily creeping round the base of the Alps, with the 
purpose of winning his way as a murderer to the imperial 
bed-chamber ; Caesar is watching some potent rebel of the 
Orient, at a distance of two thousand leagues, and he over- 
looks the dagger which is within three stealthy steps, and one 
tiger's leap, of his own heart All the heights and the 
depths which belong to man's frailty, aU the contrasts of 
glory and meanness, the extremities of what is highest and 
lowest in human casualties, meeting in the station of the 
Roman Caesar Semper Augustus — have combined to call him 
into high marble relief, and to make him the most interest- 
ing study of all whom history has emblazoned with colours 
of fire and blood, or has crowned most lavishly with dia- 
dems of cypress and laureL 

This, as a general proposition, will be readily admitted. 
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But, meantime, it is remarkable that no field has been less 
trodden than the private memorials of those very Csesars ; 
whilst, at the same time, it is equally remarkable, that pre- 
cisely with the first of the Geosars oonmiences the first page 
of what, in modem times, we miderstand by anecdotes. 
Suetonius is the earliest writer in that department of bio- 
graphy ; BO far as we know, he may be held first to have 
devised it as a mode of history, for he came a Httie before 
Plutarch. The six writers, whose sketches are collected 
under the general title of the Av,gtutan History^ followed 
in the same track. Though full of entertainment and of 
the most curious researches, they are aU of them entirely 
unknown, except to a few elaborate scholars. We purpose 
to collect from these obscure, but most interesting memorial- 
ists, a few sketches and biographical portraits of these great 
princes, whose public life is sometimes known, but very 
rarely any part of their private and personal memoirs. We 
must, of course, commence with the mighty founder of the 
Caesars. In his case we cannot expect so much of absolute 
novelty as in that of those who succeed. But if, in this 
first instance, we are forced to touch a little upon old 
things, we shall confine ourselves as much as possible to 
those which are susceptible of new aspects. For the whole 
gallery of those who follow, we can undertake that the 
memorials which we shall bring forward may be looked 
upon as belonging pretty much to what has hitherto been 
a sealed book. 
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CHAPTER I. 



The character of the first Csesar has perhaps never been 
worse appreciated than by him who in one sense described 
it best ; that is, with most force and eloquence whereyer 
he really did comprehend it. This was Lucan, who has 
nowhere exhibited more brilliant rhetoric, nor wandered 
more from the truth, than in the contrasted portraits of 
Caesar and Pompey. The famous line, << Nil actum repu- 
ians si quid superesset agendum" is a fine feature of the 
real character, finely expressed. But if it had been Lucan's 
purpose (as possibly, with a view to Pompey*s benefit, in 
some respects it was) utterly and extravagantly to falsify 
the character of the great Dictator, by no single trait could 
he more effectually have fulfilled that purpose, nor in fewer 
words, than by this expressive passage, " Gaudensque viam 
fecisse ruind.'* Such a trait would be almost extravagant 
applied even to Marius, who (though in many respects a 
perfect model of Boman grandeur, massy, columnar, imper- 
turbable, and more perhaps than any one man recorded in 
history capable of justifying the bold illustration of that 
character in Horace, " Si fractus illahatur orbis^ impavi- 
dum ferient ruinae ") had, however, a ferociiy in his char 
racter, and a touch of the devil in him, very rarely united 
with the same tranquil intrepidity. But for Csesar, the 
iill-accomplished statesman, the splendid orator, the man of 
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elegant habits and polished taste, the patron of the iGne aita 
in a degree transcending all example of his own or the pre- 
nous age, and as a man of general literature so much be- 
yond his contemporaries, except Cicero, that he looked 
down even upon the brilliant Sylla as an illiterate person — 
to class such a man with the race of furious destroyers 
exulting in the desolations they spread, is to err not by an 
individual trait, but by the whole genus. The Attilas and 
the Tamerlanes, who r^oice in avowing themselves the 
scourges of Gk)d, and the special instruments of his wrath, 
have no one feature of affinity to the polished and humane 
Caesar, and would as little have comprehended his character, 
as he could have respected theirs. Even Cato, the unworthy- 
hero of Lucan, might have suggested to him a little more 
tmth in this instance, by a celebrated remark which he 
made on the characteristic distinction of Csesar, in com- 
parison with other revolutionary disturbers ; for, said he, 
whereas others had attempted the overthrow of the state in 
a continued paroxysm of fury, and m a state of mind re- 
sembling the lunacy of intoxication, that Csesar, on the 
contrary, among that whole class of civil disturbers, was 
the only one who had come to the task in a temper of 
sobriety and moderation (unum accessisse sobrium ad rentr- 
publican delendam). 

In reality, Lucan did not think as he wrote. He had a 
purpose to serve ; and in an age when to act like a free- 
man was no longer safe, he determined at least to write in 
that character. It is probable, also, that he wrote with a 
vindictive or a malicious feeliDg towards Nero ; and, as the 
single means he had for gratifying such impulses, resolved 
upon sacrificing the grandeur of Caesar's character wherever 
it shoidd be found possible. Meantime, in spite of himself, 
iiucan for ever betrays his lurking consciousness of the 
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tnith. Not are there any testimonies to Cesar's yast snpe- 
rinrity more memorably pointed, than those which are indi- 
rectly and involuntarily extorted from this Catonic poet, by 
the course of his narration. Never, for example, was there 
within the same compass of words a more emphatic expres- 
sion of Csesar's essential and inseparable grandeur of thought^ 
which could not be disguised or be laid aside for an instant, 
could not be taught or trained to run in the harness of 
ordinary unaspiring life, than is found in the three casual 
words — IndocUis privata loqui. The very mould, it seems, 
by Lucan's confession, of his trivial conversation was regal ; 
nor could he abjure it for so much as a casual purpose. 
The acts of Osesar speak also the same language ; and as 
these are less susceptible of a false colouring than the fea- 
tures of a general character, we find this poet of libeiiy, in 
the midst of one continuous effort to distort the truth, and 
to dress up two scenical heroes, nevertheless forced by the 
mere necessities of history into a reluctant homage to Csesar's 
supremacy of moral grandeur. 

Of so great a man it must be interesting to know all the 
well-attested opinions which bear upon topics of universal 
interest to human nature ; as indeed no others stood much 
chance of preservation, unless it were from so minute and 
curious a collector of anecdotage as Suetonius. And, first, 
it would be gratifying to know the opinion of Caesar, if he 
had any peculiar to himself, on the great theme of Religion. 
It has been held, indeed, that the constitution of his mind, 
and the general cast of his character, indisposed him to reli- 
gious thoughts. Nay, it has been common to class him 
amongst deliberate atheists ; and some well-known anec- 
dotes are current in books, which illustrate his contempt 
for the vulgar class of religious credulities. In this, how- 
ever, he wept no farther than Cicero, and other great con- 
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temporaries, who aasuiedlj were no atheista. One mark 
perhape of the wide interval which, in CaBsaz^s age, had 
begun to separate the Roman nobility from the htmgry and 
^enal popidaoe who were daily put up to sale, and bought 
in crowds by the highest bidder, manifested itself in the 
increasing disdain for the tastes and ruling sympathies of 
the mere rude Quirites. No mob could be more al^jectly 
servile than was that of Rome to the superstition of por- 
tents, prodigies, and omens. Thus far, in common with his 
order, and in this sense, Julius Csesar was naturally a 
despiser of superstition. Mere strength of understanding 
would, perhaps, have made him such in any age, and apart 
from the circumstances of his personal history. But this 
natural tendency in him would doubtless receive a fuHher bias 
in the same direction from the office of Pontifex MaxLmus, 
which he held at an early stage of his public career. This 
office, by letting him too much behind the curtain, and ex- 
posing too entirely the base machinery of ropes and pulleys, 
which sustained the miserable jugglery played off upon the 
popular credulity, impressed him perhaps even unduly with 
contempt for those who could be its duj^es. And we may 
add, that CsBsar was constitutionally, as well as by acci- 
dent of position, too much a man of the world, had too 
powerful a leaning to the virtues of active life, was governed 
by too partial a sympathy with the whole dass of active 
forces in human nature, as contradistinguished from those 
which tend to contemplative purposes, under any circum- 
stances, to have become a profound believer, or a stead- 
fast reposer of his fears and anxieties, in religious influences. 
A man of the world is but another designation for a man 
indisposed to religious awe or to spiritual enthusiasio. 
Still it is a doctrine which we cherish, that grandeur of 
mind in any one department whatsoever, supposing only 
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that it exists in excess, disposes a man to some degree of 
sympathy with all other grandeur, however alien in its 
quality or different in its form. And upon this ground we 
presume the great Dictator to have had an interest in reli- 
gious themes by mere compulsion of his own extraordinary 
elevation of mind, after making the fullest allowance for 
the special quality of that mind, which did certainly, to the 
whole extent of its characteristics, tend entirely to estrange 
him from such themes. We find, accordingly, that though 
sincerely a despiser of superstition, and with a frankness 
which must sometimes have been hazardous in that age, 
Csssar was himself also superstitious. No man could have 
been otherwise who lived and conversed with that genera- 
tion and people. But if superstitious, he was so after a 
mode of his own. In his very infirmities Csesar mani- 
fested his greatness : his very littlenesses were noble. 

" Nee licnit populis parvum te, Nile, videre." 

ThsA he placed some confidence in dreams, for instance, is 
certain : because, had he slighted them unreservedly, he 
would not have dwelt upon them afterwards, or have 
troubled himself to .recal their circumstances. Here we 
trace his human weakness. Yet again we are reminded 
that it was the weakness of Caesar ; for the dreams were 
noble in their imagery, and Csesarean (so to speak) in their 
tone of moral feeling. Thus, for example, the night before he 
was assassinated, he dreamt at intervals that he was soaring 
above the clouds on wings, and that he placed his hand 
within the right hand of Jove. It would seem that per- 
haps some obscure and half-formed image floated in his 
mind, of the eagle, as the king of birds ; secondly, as the 
tutelary emblem under which his conquering legions had so 
often obeyed his voice ; and, thirdly, as the bird of Jove. 

*» IX. 



26 THE CASAR8. 

To this triple relation of the bird his dream covertly appears 
to point And a singular coincidence appears between this 
dream and a little anecdote brought down to us, as having 
actufdly occurred in Bome about twenty-four hours before 
his death. A little bird, which by some is represented as 
a very small kind of sparrow, but which, both to the Greeks 
and the Bomans, was known by a name implying a regal 
station (probably from the ambitious courage which at times 
prompted it to attack the hawk), was observed to direct its 
flight towards the senate-house, consecrated by Pompey, 
whilst a crowd of other birds were seen to hang upon its 
flight in close piursuit. What might be the object of the 
chase, whether the little king himself, or a sprig of laurel 
which he bore in his mouth, could not be determined. The 
whole train, pursuers and pursued, continued their flight 
towards Pompey's hall. Flight and pursuit were there 
alike arrested ; the little king was overtaken by his ene- 
mies, who fell upon him as so many conspirators, and tore 
him limb from limb. 

If this anecdote were reported to Csesar, which is not at 
all improbable, considering the earnestness with which his 
friends laboured to dissuade him from his purpose of meet- 
ing the senate on the approaching Ides of March, it is veiy 
little to be doubted that it had a considerable effect upon 
hi» feelings, and that, in fact, his own dream grew out of 
the impression which it had made. This way of linking 
the two anecdotes, as cause and effect, would also bring a 
third anecdote under the same nexiLs. We are told that 
Calpumia, the last wife of Caesar, dreamed on the same 
night, and to the same ominous result. The circumstances 
of lier dream are less striking, because less figurative ; but 
on that account its import was less open to doubt : she 
di'camed, in fact, that after the roof of their mansion had 
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fallen in, her husband was stabbed in her bosom. Layiug 
all these omens together, Caesar would have been more or 
less than human had he continued utterly undepressed by 
them. And if so much superstition as even this implies, 
must be taken to argue some little weakness, on the other 
hand let it not be forgotten, that this very weakness does 
but the more illustrate the unusual force of mind, and the 
heroic wiU, which obstinately laid aside these concurring 
prefigurations of impending destruction ; concurring, we 
say, amongst themselves — and concurring also with a pro- 
phecy of older date, which was totally independent of 
them alL 

There is another and somewhat sublime story of the 
same class, which belongs to the most interesting moment 
of Osesar's life ; and those who are disposed to explain all 
such tales upon physiological principles, will find an easy 
solution of- this, in particular, in the exhaustion of body, 
and the intense anxiety which must have debilitated even 
CaBsar under the whole circumstances of the case. On the 
ever memorable night when he had resolved to take the 
first step (and in such a case the first step, as regarded the 
power of retreating, was also the final step) which placed 
him in arms against the state, it happened that his head- 
quarters were at some distance from the little river Bubicon, 
which formed the boundary of his province. With his 
usual caution, that no news of his motions might run before 
himself, on this night Caesar gave an entertainment to his 
friends, in the midst of which he slipped away unobserved, 
and with a small retinue proceeded through the woods to 
the point of the river at which he designed to cross. The 
night* was stormy, and by the violence of the wind all the 

* It is an interesting circnmstance in the habits of the ancient 
B)maDs, that their journeys were pursued very much in the night- 
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torches of his escort were blown out, so thjit the ^rhole 
party lost their road, haying probably at first intentionally 
deviated from the main route, and wandered about through 
the whole night, until the early dawn enabled them to re- 
cover their true course. The light was still grey and un- 
certain, as Csssar and his retinue rode down upon the banks 

time, and by torchlight. Cicero, in one of his letters, speaks ot 
passing through the towns of Italy by night, as a serviceable scheme 
for some political purpose, either of avoiding too mnch to publish his 
motions, or of evading the necessity (else perhaps not avoidable) of 
drawing out the party sentiments of the magistrates in the circum- 
stances of honour or neglect with which they might choose to receive 
him. His words, however, imply that the practice was by no means 
an uncommon one. And, indeed, from some passages in writers of 
the Augustan era, it would seem that this custom was not confined 
to people of distinction, but was familiar to a class of travellers so low 
in rank as to be capable of abusing their opportunities of concealment 
for the infliction of wanton injury upon the woods and fences which 
bounded the margin of the high-road* Under the cloud of night and 
solitude, the jnischief-loving traveller was often in the habit of apply- 
ing bis torch to the withered boughs of woods, or to artificial hedges; 
and extensive ravages by fire, such as now happen not unfrequently 
in the American woods (but generally from carelessness in scattering 
the glowing embers of a fire, or even the .ashes of a pipe), were then 
occasionally the result of mere wantonness of mischief. Ovid accord- 
ingly notices, as one amongst the familiar images of daybreak, the 
half-burnt torch of the traveller ; and, apparently, from the position 
which it holds in his description, where it is ranked with the most 
familiar of all circumstances in all countries — ^that of the raral 
labourer gobg out to his morning tasks — it must have been common 
indeed : 

" Semiustamque facem vigilatft noote viator 
Ponet ; et ad Bolitum rusUcus ibit opua." 

This occurs in the Fasti: — elsewhere he notices it for its danger: 

" Tit fadbus sepes ardent, oom forte viator 
Vel nuBia admovit, vel jam sab luce reliqait" 

*Te, however, we see, good-naturedly ascribes the danger to mere 
«'Mrelese^««s, in bringing the to-ch too near to the hedge, or tossiDg 
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of the fatal river — ^to cross which with arms in his hands, 
since the further bank lay within the territory of the Re- 
public, ipso facto proclaimed any Roman a rebel and a 
traitor. No man, the firmest or the most obtuse, could be 
otherwise than deeply agitated, when looking down upon 

it away at daybreak. But Yarro, a more matter-of-fact observer, does 
not disguise the plain truth, that these disasters were oflen the pro- 
duct of pure malicious frolic. For instance, in recommending a 
certain kind of quickset fence, he insists upon it, as one of its advan- 
tages, that it will not readily ignite under the torch of the mischiev- 
ous wayfarer : " Naturale sepimentum,** says he, " quod obseri solet 
virgultis aut spinis, prcetereuntis lascivi non metuet facem.^^ It is 
not easy to see the origin or advantage of this practice of nocturnal 
travelling (which must have considerably increased the hazards of a 
journey), excepting only in the heats of summer. It is probable, 
however, that men of high rank and public station may have intro- 
duced the practice by way of releasing corporate bodies in large towns 
from the burdensome ceremonies of public receptions ; thus making 
a compromise between their own dignity and the convenience of the 
provincial public. Once introduced, and the arrangements upon the 
road for meeting the wants of travellers once adapted to such a prac- 
tice, it would easily become universal. It is, however, very possible 
that mere horror of the heats of day-time may have been the original 
ground for it. The ancients appear to have shrunk from no hardship 
60 trying and insufferable as that of heat. And in relation to that 
subject, it is interesting to observe the way in which the ordinary 
use of language has accommodated itself to that feeling. Our nor- 
thern way of expressing effeminacy is derived chiefly from the hard- 
ships of cold. He that shrinks from the trials and rough experience 
of real life in any department, is described by the contemptuous 
prefix of chimney-comeTf as if shrinking from the cold which he 
woiild meet on coming out into the open air amongst his fellow-men. 
Thus, a chimney-comer politician, for a mere speculator or unpractical 
dreamer. But the very same indolent habit of aerial speculation, 
which courts no test of real life and practice, is described by the 
ancients under the term umhraticttSf or seeking the cool shade, and 
shrinking from the heat. Thus, an umbraticus doctor is one who 
has no practical solidity in his teaching. The fatigue and hardship 
of real life, in short, are represented by the ancients under the uniform 
>iu«''.ge of heat, and by the modems under that of cold. 
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this little brook — bo iiiBignificaiit in itself, but invested 
by law with a sanctity so awful, and so dire a consecration. 
The whole conise of future history, and the fate of every 
nation, would necessarily be determined by the irretriev- 
able act of the next half hour. 

In these moments, and with this spectacle before him, 
and contemplating these immeasurable consequences con- 
sciously for the last time that could allow him a retreat, — 
impressed also by the solemnity and deep tranquillity of the 
silent dawn, whilst the exhaustion of his night wanderings 
predisposed him to nervous irritation, — Csssar, we may be 
sure, was profoundly agitated. The whole elements of the 
scene were almost scenically disposed ; the law of antagonism 
having perhaps never been employed with so much eflFect : 
the little quiet brook presenting a direct antithesis to its 
grand political character ; and the innocent dawn, with its 
pure, untroubled repose, contrasting potently, to a man of 
any intellectual sensibility, with the long chaos of bloodshed, 
darkness, and anarchy, which was to take its rise from the 
apparently trifling acts of this one morning. So prepared, 
we need not much wonder at what followed. Caesar was 
yet lingering on the hither bank, when suddenly, at a point 
not far distant from himself, an apparition was descried in 
a sitting posture, and holding in its hand what seemed a 
flute. This phantom was of unusual size, and of beauty 
more than hiunan, so far as its lineaments could be traced 
in the early dawn. What is singular, however, in the story, 
on any hypothesis which would explain it out of Caesar's 
individual condition, is, that others saw it as well as he ; 
both pastoral labourers (who were present, probably, in the 
character of guides), and some of the sentinels stationed at 
the passage of the river. These men fancied even that a 
(Strain of music issued from this aerial flute. And some, 
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both of the shepherds and the Roman soldiers, who were 
bolder than the rest, advanced towards the figure. Amongst 
this i>arty, it happened that there were a few Boman trum- 
peters. From one of these, the phantom, rising as they 
advanced nearer, suddenly caught a trumpet, and blowing 
through it a blast of superhuman strength, plunged into the 
Eubicon, passed to the other bank, and disappeared in the 
dusky twilight of the dawn. Upon which CsBsar ex- 
claimed : — " It is finished — ^the die is cast — let us follow 
whither the guiding portents from Heaven, and the malice 
of our enemy, alike summon us to go." So saying, he 
crossed the river with impetuosity ; and, in a sudden rap- 
ture of passionate and vindictive ambition, placed himself 
and his retinue upon the Italian soil ; and, as if by inspira- 
tion &om Heaven, in one moment involved himself and his 
followers in treason, raised the standard of revolt, put his 
foot upon the neck of the invincible republic which had 
humbled all the kings of the earth, and founded an empire 
which was to last for a thousand and half a thousand years. 
In what manner this spectral appearance was managed — 
whether Csesar were its author, or its dupe — ^will remain 
unknown for ever. But undoubtedly this was the first 
time that the advanced guard of a victorious army was 
headed by an apparition ; and we may conjecture that it 
will be the last.* 

* AccordiDg to Suetonius, the circamstances of this memorable 
night were as follows : — As soon as the decisive intelligence was re- 
ceived, that the intrigues of his enemies had prevailed at Home, and 
that the interposition of the popular magistrates (the tribunes) was 
set aside, Caesar sent forward the troops, who were then at his bead- 
quarters, but in as private a manner as possible. He himself, by way 
of masque (per dissimtdationemjf attended a public spectacle, gave 
an audience to an architect who wished to lay before him a plan for 
a ■chool of gladiators which Caesar designed to build, and finally pre- 
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In the mingled yam of human life, tragedy is never far 
asunder from farce ; and it is amusing to retrace in inmie- 
diate succession to this incident of epic dignity, which has 
its only parallel, by the way, in the case of Yasco de Gama 
(according to the narratiye of Camoens), when met and con- 
fronted by a sea phantom, whilst attempting to double the 
Cape of Storms (Cape of Good Hope), a ludicrous passage, 
in which one felicitous blunder did Csesar a better service 
than all the truths which Greece and Eome could have fur- 
nished. In our own experience, we once witnessed a blun- 
der about as gross. Lord Brougham, in his first electioneer 
ing contest with the Lowthers (a.d. 1818), upon some occa- 
sion where he was recriminating upon the other party, and 
complaining that stratagems, which they might practise 
with impunity, were denied to him and his, happened to 
point the moral of his complaint, by alleging the old adage, 
that one man might steal a horse with more hope of in- 
dulgence than another could look over the hedge. Where- 
upon, by benefit of the universal mishearing in the outer- 
most ring of the audience, it became generally reported that 
Lord Lowther had once been engaged in an affair of horse 
stealing ; and that he, Henry Brougham, could (had he 
pleased) have lodged an information against him, seeing 
that he was then lo(ddng over the hedge. And this charge 
naturally won the more credit, because it was notorious and 
past denying that his lordship was a capital horseman, fond 
of horses, and much connected with the turf. To this hour, 



sented himself at a banquet, which was very numerously attended. 
From this, about sunset, he set forward in a carriage, drawn by mules, 
and with a small escort (modico comitatu). Losing his road, whicb 
was the most private he could find {occuUissimum), he quitted his 
carriage and proceeded on foot. At dawn he met with a guide; 
after which followed the above incidents. 
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therefore, amongst some worthy shepherds and other " dales- 
men" of bonny Westmoreland, it is a received article of their 
creed, and (as they justly observe in northern pronunciation), 
a ^Aamfiil thing to be told, that Lord Lowther was once 
a horse stealer, and that he escaped lagging by reason of 
Harry Brougham's pity for his tender years and hopeful 
looks. Not less was the blunder which, on the banks of 
the Bubicon, befriended Cs&sar. Immediately after crossing, 
he harangued the troops whom he had sent forward, and 
others who there met him from the neighbouring garrison 
of Ariminium. The tribunes of the people, those great 
officers of the democracy, corresponding by some of their 
functions to our House of Conmions, men personally, and 
by their position in the state, entirely in Caesar's interest, 
and who, for his sake, had fled from home, there and then 
he produced to the soldiery ; thus identified his cause, and 
that of the soldiers, with the cause of the people of Rome 
and of Roman liberty ; and perhaps with needless rhetoric 
attempted to conciliate those who were by a thousand ties 
and by claims innumerable, his own already ; for never yet 
has it been found, that with the soldier, who, from youth 
upwards, passes his life in camps, could the duties or the in- 
terests of the citizen survive those stronger and more personal 
relations connecting him with his military superior. In the 
course of this harangue, Caesar ofben raised his left hand 
with Demosthenic action, and once or twice he drew off the 
ring which every Roman gentleman — simply as such — ^wore 
as the inseparable a(yunct and symbol of his rank. By this 
action he wished to give emphasis to the accompanying 
words, in which he protested, that, sooner than fail in satis- 
fi'ing and doing justice to any the least of those who heard 
him and followed his fortunes, he would be content to part 
with his own birthright, and to forego his dearest claims. 
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This was what he really said ; but the outermost circle of 
his auditors, who rather saw his gestures than distinctly 
heard his words, carried off the notion (which they were 
careful everywhere to disperse amongst the legions afterward? 
associated with them in the same camps), that Csesar had 
vowed never to lay down his arms until he had obtained for 
every man, the very meanest of those who heard him, the 
rank, privileges, and appointments of a Roman knight. Here 
was a piece of sovereign good luck. Had he really made 
such a promise, Caesar might have found that he had laid 
himself under very embarrassing obligations ; but, as the 
case stood, he had, through all his following campaigns, the 
total benefit of such a promise, and yet could always absolve 
himself from the embarrassing penalties of responsibility 
which it imposed, by appealing to the evidence of those 
who happened to stand in the first ranks of his audience. 
The blunder was gross and palpable; and yet, with the 
unreflecting and dull-witted soldier, it did him service 
greater than all the subtllities of all the schools could have 
accomplished, and a service which subsisted to the end of 
the war. 

Great as CaBsar was by the benefit of his original nature, 
there can be no doubt that he, like others, owed something 
to circumstances ; and perhaps, amongst those which were 
most favourable to the premature development of great self- 
dependence, we must reckon the early death of his father. 
It is, or it is not, according to the nature of men, an ad- 
vantage to be orphaned at an early age. Perhaps utter 
orphanage is rarely or never such : but to lose a father 
betimes, may, under appropriate circumstances, profit a 
strong mind greatly. To Caesar it was a prodigious benefit 
that he lost his father when not much more than fifteen. 
Perhaps it was an advantage also to his father that he died 
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thus early. Had he stayed a year longer, he might have 
seen himself despised, baffled, and made ridiculous. For 
where, let us ask, in any age, was the father capable of 
adequately sustaining that relation to the unique Caius Julius 
— ^to him, in the appropriate language of Shakspere, 

' The foremost man of all this world ? 

And, in this fine and Csesarean line, < this world' is to be 
understood not of the order of co-existences merely, but also 
of the order of successions ; he was the foremost man not 
only of his contemporaries, but also within his own intellec- 
tual class of men generally — of all that ever should come 
after him, or should sit on thrones under the denominations 
of Czars, Kesars, or Caesars of the Bosphorus and the Dan- 
ube ; of all in every age that should inherit his supremacy 
of mind, or should subject to themselves the generations of 
ordinary men by qualities analogous to his. Of this infinite 
superiority some part must be ascribed to his early emanci- 
pation from paternal control. There are very many cases 
in which, simply from considerations of sex, a female cannot 
stand forward as the head of a family, or as its suitable 
representative. If they are even ladies paramount, and in 
situations of command, they are also women. The staff of 
authority does not annihilate their sex ; and scruples of 
female delicacy interfere for ever to unnerve and emasculate 
in their hands the sceptre however otherwise potent. Hence 
we see, in noble families, the merest boys put forward to 
represent the family dignity, as fitter supporters of that 
burden than their mature mothers. And of CsBsar's mother, 
though little is recorded, and that little incidentally, this 
much at least we learn — ^that, if she looked down upon him 
with maternal pride and delight, she looked up to him with 
female ambition as the re-edifier of her husband's honours. — 
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looked with reyerence as to a column of the Boman gran- 
deur, and with fear and feminine anxieties as to one whose 
aspiring spirit carried him but too prematurely into the 
fields of adventurous strife. One slight and evanescent 
sketch of the relations which subsisted between Caesar and 
his mother, caught from the wrecks of time, is preserved 
both by Plutarch and Suetonius. We see in the early dawn 
the young patrician standing upon the steps of his patrimo- 
nial portico, his mother with her arms wreathed about his 
neck, looking up to his noble countenance, sometimes draw- 
ing auguries of hope from features so fitted for command, 
sometimes boding an early blight to promises so dangerously 
magnificent. That she had something of her son's aspiring 
character, or that he presumed so much in a mother of his, 
we learn from the few words which survive of their conver- 
sation. He addressed to her no language that could tran- 
quillize her fears. On the contrary, to any but a Roman 
mother his valedictory words, taken in connexion with the 
known determination of his character, were of a nature to 
consummate her depression, as they tended to confirm the 
very worst of her fears. He was then going to stand his 
chance in a popular electioneering contest for an office of the 
highest dignity, and to launch himself upon the storms of 
the Campus Martins. At that period, besides other and 
more ordinary dangers, the bands of gladiators, kept in the 
pay of the more ambitious or turbulent amongst the Roman 
nobles, gave a popular tone of ferocity and of personal risk 
to the course of such contests ; and either to forestall the 
victory of an antagonist, or to avenge their own defeat, it 
wsja not at all impossible that a body of incensed competitors 
might intercept his final triumph by assassination. For this 
danger, however, he had no leisure in his thoughts of con- 
solation ; the sole danger which he contemplated, or supposed 
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his mother to contemplate, was the danger of defeat, and 
for that he reserved his consolations. He bade her fear 
nothing ; for that his determination was to return with 
victory, and with the ensigns of the dignity he sought, or 
to return a corpse. 

Early indeed did Caesar's trials commence; and it is 
probable, that, had not the death of his father, by throw- 
ing him prematurely upon his own resources, prematurely 
developed the masculine features of his character, forcing 
him whilst yet a boy under the discipline of civil conflict 
and the yoke of practical life, even his energies might have 
been insufficient to sustain them. His age is not exactly 
ascertained, but it is past a doubt that he had not reached 
his twentieth year when he had the hardihood to engage in 
a struggle with Sylla, then Dictator, and exercising the 
immoderate powers of that office with the license and the 
severity which history has made so memorable. He had 
neither any distinct grounds of hope, nor any eminent 
example at that time, to countenance him in this struggle— 
which yet he pushed on in the most uncompromising style, 
and to the utmost verge of defiance. The subject of the 
contrast gives it a further interest. It was the youthful 
wife of the youthful Caesar who stood under the shadow of 
the great Dicfetor's displeasure ; not personally, but politi- 
cally, on account of her connexions : and her it was, Cor- 
nelia, the daughter of a man who had been four times 
consul, that Caesar was required to divorce : but he spumed 
the haughty mandate, and carried his determination to a 
triumphant issue, notwithstanding his life was at stake, and 
at one time saved only by shifting his place of concealment 
every night ; and this young lady it was who afterwards 
became the mother of his only daughter. Both mother and 
daughter, it is remarkable, perished prematurely, and at 
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critical periods of Csofiar's life ; for it is probable enough 
that these irreparable wounds to Oassar's domestic affections 
threw him with more ezclusiveness of devotion upon the 
fascinations of glory and ambition than might have hap- 
pened under a happier condition of his private life. That 
Caesar should have escaped destruction in this unequal con- 
test with an enemy then wielding the whole thunders of the 
state, is somewhat surprising ; and historians have sought 
their solution of the mystery in the powerful intercessions 
of the vestal virgins, and several others of high rank 
amongst the connexions of his great house. These may 
have done something ; but it is due to SyUa, who had a 
sympathy with eveiything truly noble, to suppose him 
struck with powerful admiration for the audacity of the 
young patrician, standing out in such severe solitude among 
so many examples of timid concession ; and that to this 
magnanimous feeling in the Dictator, much of the indul- 
gence which he showed may have been really due. In fact, 
according to some accounts, it was not Sylla^ but the crear 
tures of SyUa (adjutores), who pursued Caesar. We know, 
at all events, that Sylla formed a right estimate of Caesar's 
character, and that, from the complexion of his conduct in 
this one instance, he drew that famous prophecy of his future 
destiny; bidding his friends beware of that •slipshod boy, 
" for that in him lay couchant many a Marius." A grander 
testimony to the awe which Caesar inspired, or from one who 
knew better the qualities of that Cyclopean man by whose 
scale he measured the patrician boy, cannot be imagined. 

It is not our intention, or consistent with our plan, to 
pursue this great man through the whole circumstances of 
his romantic career ; though it is certain that many parts 
of his life require investigation much keener than has ever 
been applied to them, and that many might be placed in a 
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new light. Indeed, the whole of this most inomentotus 
section of ancient history ought to be recomposed with the 
critical scepticism of a Niebuhr, and the same comprehen- 
sive collation resting, if possible, on the felicitous interpre- 
tation of authorities. In reality it is the hinge upon which 
turned the future destiny of the whole earth ; and having 
therefore a common relation to all modem nations whatso- 
ever, should naturally have been cultivated with the zeal 
which belongs to a personal concern. In general, the anec- 
dotes which express most vividly the grandeur of character 
in the first Caesar, are those which illustrate his defiance 
of danger in extremity, — the prodigious energy and rapi- 
dity of his decisions and motions in the field (looking to 
which it was that Cicero called him a rcpas or portentous 
revelation) ; the skill with which he penetrated the 
designs of his enemies, and the electric speed with which 
he met disasters with remedy and reparation ; or, where 
that was impossible, with relief; the extraordinary pre- 
sence of mind which he showed in turning adverse 
omens to his own advantage, as when, upon stumbling in 
coming on shore (which was esteemed a capital omen of 
evil), he transfigured as it were in one instant its whole 
meaning by exclaiming, " Thus, and by this contact with 
the earth, do Ltake possession of thee, Africa !" in that 
way giving to an accident the semblance of a symbolic 
purpose. Equally conspicuous was the grandeur of fortitude 
with which he faced the whole extent of a calamity when 
palliation could do no good, "non negando, minuendove, 
sed insuper amplificando, ementiendoque ;" as when, upon 
finding his soldiery alarmed at the approach of Juba, with 
forces really great, but exaggerated by their terrors, he ad- 
dressed them in a military harangue to the following effect : 
— " Know that within a few days the king will come up 
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with us, bringing with him aizty thousand legionaiies. 
thirty thousand cavalry, one hundred thousand light troops, 
besides three hundred elephants. Such being the case, let 
me hear no more of conjectures and opinions, for you have 
now my warrant for the fact, whose information is past 
doubting. Therefore, be satisfied ; otherwise, I will put 
every man of you on board some crazy old fleet, and 
whistle you down the tide — ^no matter under what winds, 
no matter towards what shore.*' Finally, we might seek 
for characteristic anecdotes of Caesar in his unexampled 
liberalities and contempt of money.* 

Upon this last topic it is the just remark of Casaubon, 
that some instances of Caesar's munificence have been 
thought apocryphal, or to rest upon false readings, simply 
from ignorance of the heroic scale upon which the Roman 
splendours of that age proceeded. A forum which Caesar 
built out of the products of his last campaign, by way of a 
present to the Roman people, cost him — ^for the ground 
merely on which it stood — ^nearly eight hundred thousand 
pounds. To the citizens of Rome he presented, in one 
congiary, about two guineas and a half a head. To his 
army, in one donation^ upon the termination of the civil 
war, he gave a sum which allowed about two. hundred 
pounds a man to the infantry, and four hundred to the 
cavalry. It is true that the legionary troops were then 
much reduced by the sword of the enemy, and by the tre- 



* Middleton's Life of Cicero, which still continues to be the most 
readable digest of these afiGurS| is feeble and contradictory. He dis- 
covers that Csesar was no general I But the single merit which M.'8 
work was supposed to possess, viz., the better and more critical 
arrangement of Cicero's Letters, in respect to their chronology, has 
of late years been detected as a robbery from the celebrated Bellenden, 
of Jamc8 tlie First's time. 
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mendoos hardsliipa Df their last campaigns. In this, how- 
ever, he did perhaps no more than repay a debt. For it 
is an instance of military attachment, beyond all that Wal- 
lenstein or any commander, the most beloved amongst his 
troops, has ever experienced, that, on the breaking out of 
the civil war, not only did the centurions of every legion 
severally maintain a horse soldier, but even the privates 
volunteered to serve without pay, and (what might seem 
impossible) without their daily rations. This was accom- 
plished by subscriptions amongst themselves, the more opu- 
lent undertaking for the maintenance of the needy. Their 
disinterested love for Caesar appeared in another and more 
difficult illustration : it was a traditionary anecdote in 
Rome, that the majority of those amongst Csesar^s troops, 
who had the misfortune to fall into the enemy's hands, 
refused to accept their lives under the condition of serving 
against him. 

In connexion with this subject of his extraordinary muni- 
ficence, there is one aspect of Caesar's life which has suffered 
much from the misrepresentations of historians, and that 
is — ^the vast pecuniary embarrassments under which he 
laboured, until the profits of war had turned the scale even 
more prodigiously in his favour. At one time of his life, 
when appointed to a foreign office, so numerous and so 
clamorous were his creditors, that he could not have left 
Rome on his public duties, had not Crassus come forward 
with assistance in money, or by guarantees, to the amount 
of nearly two hundred thousand pounds. And at another, 
he was accustomed to amuse himself with computing how 
much money it would require to make him worth exactly 
nothing (t.&, simply to clear him of debts) ; this, by one 
account, amounted to upwards of two millions sterling. 
Now the error of historians has been — to represent theee 
J^2 
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debts as the original gromid of his ambition and his t&vo- 
Intionary projects, as though the desperate condition of his 
private affairs had su^ested a civil war to his calculations 
as the best or only mode of redressiug it Such a policy 
would have resembled the last desperate resource of an un- 
principled gambler, who, on seeing his final game at chess, 
and the accumulated stakes depending upon it, all on the 
brink of irretrievable sacrifice, dexterously upsets the chess- 
board, or extinguishes the lights. But Julius, the one sole 
patriot of Eome, could find no advantage to his plans in 
darkness or in confusion. Honestly supported, he wotild 
have crushed the oligarchies of Eome by crushing in its 
lairs that venal and hunger-bitten democracy which made 
oligarchy and its machineries resistiess. Csesar^s debts, far 
from being stimulants and exciting causes of his political 
ambition, stood in an inverse relation to the ambition; 
they were its results, and represented its natural costs, 
being contracted from first to last in the service of his 
political intrigues, for raising and maintaining a power- 
ful body of partisans, both in Home and elsewhere. Who- 
soever indeed will take the trouble to investigate the 
progress of Caesar's ambition, from such materials as even 
yet remain, may satisfy himself that the scheme of revolu- 
tionizing the Republic, and placing himself at its head, 
was no growth of accident or circumstances ; above all. 
that it did not arise upon any so petty and indirect a sug- 
gestion as that of his debts \ but that his debts were in 
their very first origin purely ministerial to his wise, indis- 
pensable, and patriotic ambition ; and that his revolutionary 
plans were at all periods of his life a direct and foremost 
object, but in no case bottomed upon casual impulses. In 
this there was not only patriotism, but in fact the one sole 
mode of patriotism which could have prospered, or could 
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have found a field of action. Chatter not, sublime reader, 
commonplaces of scoundrel moralists against ambition. In 
some cases ambition is a hopeful virtue ; in others (as in the 
Rome of our resplendent Julius) ambition was the virtue 
by which any other could flourish. It had become evident 
to everybody that Home, under its present constitution, 
must fall ; and the sole question was — ^by whom 1 Even 
Pompey, not by nature of an aspiring turn, and prompted 
to his ambitious course undoubtedly by circumstances and 
th^ friends who besieged him, was in the habit of saying, 
' Sylla potuit, ego non potero V Sylla found it possible^ 
shall I find it not so ? Possible to do what 1 To over- 
throw the political system of the Eepublic. This had 
silently collapsed rato an order of things so vicious — ^grow- 
ing also so hopelessly worse, that all honest patriots invoked 
a purifying revolution, even though bought at the heavy 
price of a tyranny, rather than face the chaos of murderous 
distractions to which the tide of feuds and frenzies was 
violently tending. Such a revolution at such a price was 
not less Pompey's object than Caesar's. In a case, therefore, 
where no benefit of choice was allowed to Rome as respected 
the thing, but only as respected the person, Csesar had the 
same right to enter the arena in the character of combatant 
as could belong to any one of Ms rivals. And that he did 
enter that arena constructively, and by secret design, from 
his very earliest manhood, may be gathered from this — 
that he suffered no openings towards a revolution, provided 
they had any hope iq them, to escape his participation. It 
is familiarly known that he was engaged pretty deeply in the 
conspiracy of* Catiline,* and that he incurred considerable 

* Suetonius, speaking of this couspiracy, says, that Ceesar was 
nomimxtiM inter socios CatilincBy which has been erroneously under- 
tiood to mean that he was talked of as an accomplice ; but in fact, 
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risk on that occasion ; but it is less known that he was a 
party to at least two other conspiracies. Qliere was even a 
fourth, meditated by Crassus, which CaBsar so far encouraged 
as to undertake a journey to Rome from a very distant 
qimrter, merely with a view to such chances as it might 
offer to him ; but as it did not, upon examination, seem to 
him a very promising scheme, he judged it best to look 
coldly upon it, or not to embark in it by any personal co- 
operation. Upon these and other facts we build our infer- 
ence — ^that the scheme of a revolution was the one great 
purpose of Caesar, from his first entrance upon public life. 
Nor does it appear that he cared much by whom it was 
undertaken, provided only there seemed to be any sufficient 
resources for carrying it through, and for sustaining the 
first collision with the regular forces of the existing oli- 
garchies, taking or not taking the shape of triumvirates. 
He relied, it seems, on his own personal superiority for 
raising him to the head of affairs eventually, let who would 
take the nominal lead at first. To the same result, it will 
be found, tended the vast stream of Caesar's liberalities. 
From the senator downwards to the lowest fcex Romul% he 
had a hired body of dependants, both in and out of Rome, 
equal in numbers to a nation. In the provinces, and in 
distant kingdoms, he pursued the same schemes. Every- 
where he had a body of mercenary partisans ; kings even 
are known to have taken his pay. And it is remarkable 
that even in his character of commander-in-chief, where the 
number of legions allowed to him for the accomplishment 
of his Gaulish mission raised him for a number of years 
above all fear of coercion or control, he persevered steadily 



as Casaubon first pointed out, nominatvs is a tecbnical term of the 
Iloman jurisprudence, and means that he was formally denounced. 
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in the same plan of providing for the distant day when he 
might need assistance, not from the state, but against the 
state. For amongst the private anecdotes which came to 
light under the researches made into his history after his 
death, was this — ^that, soon after his first entrance upon 
his government in Gaul, he had raised, equipped, disciplined, 
and maintained, from his own private funds, a legion amount- 
ing, possibly, to six or seven thousand men, who were bound 
by no sacrament of military obedience to the state, nor 
owed fealty to any auspices except those of Csesar. This 
l^on, from the fashion of their crested helmets, which re- 
sembled the heads of a small aspiring bird, received the 
popular name of the Alauda (or Lark) legion. And very 
singular it was that Cato, or Marcellus, or some amongst 
those enemies of Caesar, who watched his conduct during 
the period of his Gaulish command with the vigilance of 
rancorous malice, should not have come to the knowledge of 
this fact ; in which case we may be sure that it would 
have been denounced to the senate. 

Such, then, for its purpose and its uniform motive, was 
the sagacious munificence of Caesar. Apart from this motive, 
and considered in and for itself, and simply with a refer- 
ence to the splendid forms which it often assumed, this 
munificence would furnish the materials for a volume. The 
public entertainments of Caesar, his spectacles and shows, 
his naumachiae, and the pomps of his unrivalled triumphs 
(the closing triumphs of the Eepublic), were severally the 
finest of their kind which had then been brought forward. 
Sea-fights were exhibited upon the grandest scale, according 
to every known variety of nautical equipment and mode of 
conflict, upon a vast lake formed artificially for that express 
purpose. Mimic land-fights were conducted, in which all 
the circumstances of real war were so faithfully rehearsed, 
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tliat even elei^umts '< indorsed with towers,"* twenty on 
each side, took part in the combat. Dramas were repre- 
sented in eyery known langua^ (per omnium linguarwn 
histriones). And hence [that is, from the conciliatory feel- 
ing thus expressed towards the various tribes of foreigners 
resident in Rome] some have derived an explanation of 
what is else a mysterious circumstance amongst the cere- 
monial observances at Caesar's funeral — ^that all people of 
foreign nations then residing at Rome, distinguished them- 
selves by the conspicuous share which they took in the 
public mourning ; and that, beyond all other foreigners, the 
Jews for night after night kept watch and ward about the 
emperor's grave. Never before, according to traditions 
which lasted through several generations in Rome, had there 
been so vast a conflux of the human race congregated to any 
one centre, on any one attraction of business or of pleasure, 
as to Rome on occasion of these triumphal spectacles exhi- 
bited by Caesar. 

In our days, the greatest occasional, gatherings of the 
human race are in India, especially at the great fair of the 
Hurdwar on the Ganges in northern Hindus^ : a confluence 
of some millions is sometimes seen at that spot, brought 
together under the mixed influences of devotion and com- 
mercial business, but very soon dispersed as rapidly as they 
had been convoked. Some such spectacle of nations crowd- 
ing upon nations, and some such Babylonian confusion of 
dresses, complexions, languages, and jargons, was then wit- 
nessed at Rome. Accommodations within doors, and under 
roofs of houses, or roofs of temples, was altogether impossible. 
Myriads encamped along the streets, and along the high- 
roads, fields, or gardens. Myriads lay stretched on the 

* ** Elephants indorsed teith totoers ;" — See Milton's gorgeous de- 
scription of the Parthian warfare in the Paradise Regained. 
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ground, without even the slight protection of tents, in a 
vast circuit about the city. Multitudes of men, even sena- 
tors, and others of the highest rank, were trampled to death 
in the crowds. And the whole fanuly of man might seem 
at that time to be converged at the bidding of the dead 
Dictator. But these, or any other themes connected with 
the public life of Csesar, we notice only in those drcum- 
stances which have been overlooked, or partiaUy represented 
by historians. Let us now, in conclusion, bring forward, 
from the obscurity in which they have hitherto lurked, the 
anecdotes which describe the habits of his private life, his 
tastes, and personal peculiarities. 

In person, he was tail,* fair, gracile, and of limbs dis- 
tinguished for their elegant proportions. His eyes were 
black and pierdng. These circumstances continued to be 
long remembered, and no doubt were constantly recalled to 
the eyes of all persons in the imperial palaces, by pictures, 
busts, and statues ; for we find the same description of his 
personal appearance three centuries afterwards, in a work of 
the Emperor Julian's. He was a most accomplished horse- 
man, and a master (peritissimus) in the use of arms. But 
notwithstanding his skill and horsemanship, it seems that, 
when he accompanied his army on marches, he walked oftener 
than he rode ; no doubt, with a view to the benefit of his 
example, and to express that sympathy with his soldiers 

* " TaU .•" — ^Whereas, to show the lawless caprices upon which 
French writers have endeavoured to found a brief notoriety, some 
contributor to the memoirs of DAcad&mie des Inscriptions^ expressly 
asserts, without a vestige of countenance from any authority whatso- 
ever, that Csesar was " several feet high," but being " invited" to 
circumstantiate, replied, " five feet nothing ;" but this being French 
measure, would give him (if we rightly remember the French scale), 
•bout five times three-fourths of an inch more. Nonsense. Suetonius 
who stood BO near to the Julian generation, is guarantee for his tynf 
wntaB. 
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which gained him their hearts so entirely. Ou other occa- 
BirnB, when travelling apart from his army, he seems more 
frequently to have ridden in a carriage than on horseback. 
His purpose, in this preference, must have been with a view- 
to the transport of luggage. Qlie carriage which he gene- 
rally used was a rheda^ a sort of gig, or rather curricle, for 
it was a/ot^r-wheeled carriage, and adapted (as we find from 
the imperial regulations for the public carriages, &c.) to the 
conveyance of about half a ton. The mere personal baggage 
which Cssar carried with him, was probably considerable ; 
for he was a man of elegant habits, and in all parts of his 
life sedulously attentive to elegance of personal appearance. 
The length' of journeys which he accomplished within a 
given time, appears even to us at this day, and might well 
therefore appear to his contemporaries, truly astonishing. 
A distance of one hundred miles was no extraordinary day's 
JGumey for him in a rheda, such as we have described it. 
Sc) refined were his habits, and so constant his demand for 
the luxurious accommodations of polished life, aA it then 
existed in Rome, that hQ is said to have carried with him, 
as indispensable parts of his personal baggage, the little 
ivory lozenges, squares and circles or ovals, with other costly 
materials wanted for the tessellated flooring of his tent 
Habits such as these will easily account for his travelling in 
a carriage rather than on horseback. 

The courtesy and obliging disposition of Caesar were 
notorious ; and t jth were iQustrated in some anecdotes 
which survived for generations in Rome. Dining on one 
occasion as an invited guest, at a table where the servants 
had inadvertently, for salad-oil, ftimished some sort of 
coarse lamp-oil, Caesar would not allow the rest of the com- 
pany to point out the mistake to their host, for fear of 
8h coking him too much by exposing what might have been 
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construed into inhospitality. At another time, whilst 
halting at a little cabaret, when one of his retinue was 
suddenly taken ill, Caesar resigned to his use the sole bed 
which the house afforded. Incidents, as trifling as these, 
express the urbanity of Caesar's nature ; and, hence, one 
is the more surprised to find the alienation of the Senate 
charged, in no trifling degree, upon a gross and most culpable 
failure in point of courtesy. Caesar, it is alleged — but 
might we presume to call upon antiquity for its authority — 
neglected to rise from his seat, on their approaching him 
with an address of congratulation. It is said, and we can 
believe it, that he gave deeper offence by this one defect in 
a matter of ceremonial observance, than by all his substan- 
tial attacks upon their privileges. What we flnd it difficult 
to believe is not that result from that offence — this is no 
more than we should all anticipate — not that, but the 
possibility of the offence itself, from one so little arrogant 
as Caesar, and so entirely a man of the world. He was told 
of the disgust which he had given, and we are bound to 
believe his apology, in which he charged it upon sickness, 
that woxQd not at the moment allow him to maintain a 
standing attitude. Certainly the whole tenor of his life was 
not courteous only, but kind ; and, to his enemies, merciful 
in a degree which implied so much more magnanimity than 
men in general could understand, that by many it was put 
down to the account of weakness. 

Weakness, however, there was none in Caius Caesar; and, 
that there might be none, it was fortunate that conspiracy 
should have cut him off in the full vigoui: of his faculties, 
in the very meridian of his glory, and on the brink of com- 
pleting a series of gigantic achievements. Amongst' these 
are numbered — a digest of the entire body of laws, even 
then become unwieldy and oppressive ; the establishment of 

c — IX. 
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vast and oomprehemdye public libraries, Greek as well as 
Latin ; the chastisement of Dacia (that needed a cow- 
hidii« for iBsolenoe aa much as Affghanistan from us in 
1 840) ; the conquest of Parthia ; and the cutting a ship 
canal through the Isthmus of Corinth. The reformation of 
the calendar he had already accomplished. And of all his 
projects it may be said, that they were equally patriotic in 
their purpose, and colossal in their proportions. 

As an orator, Cassar^s merit waA so eminent, that, accord- 
ing to the general belief, had he found time to cultivate this 
department of civil exertion, the received supremacy of Cicero 
would have been made questionable, or the honours would 
have been divided. Cicero himself was of that opinion ; and 
on different occasions applied the epithet Splendidtis to 
Cffisar, as though in some exclusive sense, or with some pecu- 
liar emphasis, due to hiuL His taste was much simpler, 
chaster, and less inclined to the^oWe^ and Asiatic, than that 
of Cicero. So far he would, in that condition of the Roman 
culture and feeling, have been less acceptable to the public ; 
but, on the other hand, he would have compensated this 
disadvantage by much more of natural and Demosthenic 
fervour. 

In literature, the merits of Caesar are familiar to most 
readers. Under the modest title of Gcymmmtaries, he meant 
to offer the records of his Grallic and British campaigns, 
simply as notes, or memoranda, afterwards to be worked up 
by regular historians ; but, as Cicero observes, their merit 
was such in the eyes of the discerning, that all judicious 
writers shrank from the attempt to alter them. In another 
instance of his literary labours, he showed a very just sense 
of true dignity. Eightly conceiving that everything patriotic 
was dignified, and that to illustrate or polish his native 
language, was a service of real and paramount patriotism. 
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be composed a work on the grammar and orthoepy of the 
Latin language. Oioero and himself were the only Romans 
of distinction in that age, who applied themselves with 
true patriotism to the task of purifying and ennobling 
their mother tongue. Both were aware of a transcendent 
value in the Grecian literature as it then stood ; but that 
splendour did not depress their hopes of raising their own 
to something of the same level. As respected the natural 
wealth of the two languages, it was the private opinion of 
Cicero, that the Latin had the advantage ; and if Cffisar did 
not accompany him to that length, which, perhaps, under 
some limitations he ought to have done, he yet felt that it 
was but the more necessary to draw forth any special or 
exceptional advantage which it really had.* 

,Was Csesar, upon the whole, the greatest of men ? We 
restrict the question, of course, to the classes of men great 
in action ; great by the extent of their influence over their 
social contemporaries ; great by throwing open avenues to 
extended powers that previously had been closed ; great by 
making obstacles once vast to become trivial; or prizes 
that once were trivial to be glorified by expansion. I (said 
Augustus Caesar) found Eome built of brick ; but I left it 
built of marble. Well, my man, we reply, for a won- 
drously little chap, you did what in Westmoreland they call 
a good darroch (day's work) ; and if navvies had been 

* Cffisar had the merit of being the first person to propose the 
daily publication of the acts and votes of the Senate. So far, i.e., to 
the extent of laying a large foundation, Caesar was the Father of 
Newspapers, In the form of public and official despatches, he made 
also some useful innovations ; and it may be mentioned, for the curio- 
nij of the incident, that the cipher which he used in his correspon- 
dence, was the following very simple one : — ^For every letter of the 
alphabet he substituted that which stood third removed from it in the 
Older of succeBsion. Thus, for A, he used D ; for D, G, and so on. 
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wanted in thoee days, yon should have had our vote to a 
certainty. But Caius Julius, even under such a limitation 
of the comparison, did a thing as much transcending this — 
as.it was greater to project Eome across the Alps and the 
Pyrenees — expanding the grand Eepublic into crowning 
provinces of 1. France (Gallia), 2. Belgium, 3. Holland 
(Batavia), 4. England (Britannia), 5. Savoy (Allohrogea), 
6. Switzerland (Helvetia), 7. Spain (Hispanid) — than to de- 
corate a street or to found an amphitheatre. Dr. Beattie 
once observed, that if that question as to the greatest man in 
action upon the rolls of History, were left to be collected 
from the suf&ages already expressed in books, and scattered 
throughout the literature of ail nations, the scale wotdd be 
found to have turned prodigiously in Caesar's favour, as 
against any single competitor; and there is no doubt what- 
soever, that even amongst his own countrymen, and his own 
contemporaries, the same verdict would have been returned, 
had it been collected upon the famous principle of Themis- 
tocles, that he should be reputed the first, whom the 
greatest number of rival voices had pronounced to be the 
second. 
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CHAPTER IL 

The situation of the Second Caesar at the crisis of tho 
great Dictator's assassination was so hazardous and delicate, 
as to confer interest upon a character not otherwise attrac- 
tive. To many, we know it was positively repulsive, and 
in the very highest degree. In particular, it is recorded of 
Sir William Jones, that he regarded this emperor with feel- 
ings of abhorrence so personal and deadly, as to refuse him 
his customary titular honours whenever he had occasion to 
mention him by name. Yet it was the whole Roman 
people that conferred upon him his title of AugiLstua. But 
Sir William ascribing no force to the acts of a people who 
had sunk so low as to exult in their chains, and to decorate 
with honours the very instruments of their own vassalage, 
would not recognise this popular creation, and spoke of him 
always by his fanuly name of Octavius. The flattery of 
the populace, by the way, must, in this instance, have been 
doubly acceptable to the emperor, first, for what it gave, 
and secondly, for what it concealed. Of his grand-uncle, 
the first Caesar, a tradition survives — that of all the dis- 
tinctions created in his favour, either by the Senate or the 
people, he put most value upon the laurel crown which was 
voted to him after his last campaigns, a beautiful and 
conspicuous memorial to every eye of his great public acts, 
and at the same time an overshadowing veil of his one sole 
personal defect. This laurel diadem at once proclaimed his 
grand career of victory, and concealed his baldness — a defect 
which was more mortifying to a Roman than it would be to 
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ourselves, from the peculiar theory which then prevailed as to 
its probable origin. A gratitude of the same mixed quality 
must naturally have been felt by the Second Csesar for his 
title of AugusttiSj which, whilst it illustrated his public 
character by the highest expression of majesty,* set apart 
and sequestrated to public functions, had also the agreeable 
effect of withdrawing from the general remembrance his 
obscure descent. For the Octavian house [pens] had in 
neither of its branches risen to any great splendour of civic 
distinction ; and in his own branch to little or none. But 
for their alliance with a Julian family (by intermarriage 
with the niece of Caesar), the Octavian famDy was a cipher 
in Rome. The same titular decoration, therefore, so offen- 
sive to the celebrated English Whig, was, in the eyes of 
Augustus, at once a trophy of public merit, a monument of 
public gratitude, and an effectual obliteration of his own 
natal obscurity. 

But, if merely odious to men of Sir William's principles, 
to others the character of Augustus, in relation to the cir- 
cumstances which surrounded him, was not without its 

« 

appropriate interest He was summoned in early youth, 
and without warning, to face a crisis of tremendous hazard, 
being at the same time himself a man of no very great con- 
stitutional courage ; perhaps he was even a coward. And 
this we say without meaning to adopt as gospel truths aU 
the party reproaches of Antony. Certainly he was utterly 
unfurnished by nature with those endowments which seemed 
to be indispensable in a successor to the power of the great 
Dictator. But exactly in these deficiencies, and in certain 
accidents unfavourable to his ambition, lay his security. 
He had been adopted by his grand-uncle, Julius. That 

* Yes, of m*ie«ty, but miyesty combined with sanctity 
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adoption made him, to all intents and purposes of law, the 
son* of his great patron ; and doubtiess, in a short time, 
this adoption would hare been applied to more extensive 
uses, and as a station of yantage for introducing him to the 
public favour. From the inheritance of the Julian estates 
and family honours, he would have been trained to mount, 
as fcom a stepping-stone, to the inheritance of the Julian 
power and political station ; and the Roman people would 
have been familiarized to regard him in that character. 
But, luckily for himself, the finishing, or ceremonial acts, 
were yet wanting in this process — ^the political heirship 
was inchoate and imperfect. Tacitly understood, indeed, it 
was j but, had it been formally proposed and ratified, there 
cannot be a doubt that the young Octavius would have been 
pointed out to the vengeance of the patriots, and included 
In the scheme of the conspirators, as a fellow-victim with 
his nominal father ; and would have been cut off too 
suddenly to benefit by that reaction of popular feeling which 
saved the partisans of the Dictator, by separating the con- 
spirators, and obliging them, without loss of time, to look 
to their own safety. It was by this fortunate accident that 
the young heir and adopted son of the first Caesar not only 
escaped assassination, but was enabled to postpone inde- 
finitely the final and military struggle for the vacant seat 
of empire, and in the meantime to maintain a coequal rank 
with the leaders in the state, by those arts and resources in 
which he was superior to his competitors. His place in the 

* " The son ;" — This is a fact which we should do well to remem- 
ber more seriously than we have ever done in the cases of Indian 
princes claiming under this title. The miscreant Nana Sahib to all 
appearance was really ill-used originally by us : was he not really and 
^y the child by adoption of the Peishwah ? Let us recollect that 
( oe of the Scipios, received for such by the whole Roman world, was 
natly an Emilian^ and a Scipio only by adoption. 
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favour of Caius Julius was of power sufficient to give him 
a share in any triumvirate which could be formed ; but, 
wanting the formality of a regular introduction to the 
people, and the ratification of their acceptance, that place 
was not sufficient to raise him permanently into the perilous 
and invidious station of absolute supremacy which he after- 
wards occupied. The felicUi/ of An^ustus was often vaunted 
by antiquity (with whom success was not so much a test 
of merit as itself a merit of the highest quality), and in no 
instance was this felicity more conspicuous than in the first 
act of his entrance upon the political scene. No doubt his 
friends and enemies alike thought of him, at the moment of 
Cesar's assassination, as we now think of a young man 
heir-elect to some person of immense wealth, cut off by a 
sudden death before he has had time to ratify a will in 
execution of his purposes. Yet in fact the case was fai 
otherwise. Brought forward distinctly as the successor of 
Caesar's power, had he even, by some favourable accident of 
absence from Rome, or otherwise, escaped being involved in 
that great man's fate, he would at all events have been 
thrown upon the instant necessity of defending his supreme 
station by 'arms. To have left it unasserted, when once 
solemnly created in his favour by a reversionary title, would 
have been deliberately to resign it. This would have been 
X confession of weakness liable to no disguise, and ruinous 
to any subsequent pretensions. Yet, without preparation 
of means, with no development of resources nor growth of 
circumstances, an appeal to arms would, in his case, have 
been of very doubtful issue. His true weapons, for a long 
period, were the arts of vigilance and dissimulation. Cul- 
tivating these, he was enabled to prepare for a contest 
which, undertaken prematurely, must have ruined him, and 
to raise himself to a station of even military pre-eminence 
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to those who naturally, and by circumstances, were originally 
every way superior to himself. 

The qualities in which he really excelled, the gills of in- 
trigue, patience, long-suffering, dissimulation, and tortuou» 
fraud, were thus brought into play, and allowed their full 
value. Such qualities had every chance of prevailing in 
the long-run, against the noble carelessness and the impe- 
tuosity of the passionate Antony — and they did prevail. 
-rUways on the watch to lay hold of those opportunities 
which the generous negligence of his rival was but too fre- 
quently throwing in his way — unless by the sudden reverses 
of war and the accidents of battle, which as much as pos- 
sible, and as long as possible, he declined — there could be 
little question in any man's mind, that eventually He would 
win his way to a solitary throne, by a policy so full of cau- 
tion and subtlety. He was sure to risk nothing which 
could be had on easier terms ; and nothing, unless for a 
great overbalance of gain in prospect ; to lose nothing which 
he had once gained ; and in no case to miss an advantage, 
or sacrifice an opportunity, by any consideration of gene- 
rosity. No modem insurance office but would have guaran- 
teed an event depending upon the final success of Augustus, 
on terms far below those which they must ia prudence have 
exacted from the fiery and adventurous Antony. Each 
was an ideal in his own class. But Augustus, having 
finally triumphed, has met with more than justice from 
succeeding ages. Even Lord Bacon says, that, by compari- 
son with Julius Caesar, he was * non tarn impar quam dis- 
par,* surely a most extravagant encomium, applied to whom- 
soever. On the other hand, Antony, amongst the most 
signal misfortunes of his life, might number it, that Cicero, 
the great dispenser of immortality, in whose hands (more 
perhaps than in any one man's of any age) were the vials 
of good and evil fame, should happen to have been his bit- 
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ter aad peneriBrmg enemy. It ia, however, some balance 
to this, that Shakspere had a just conception of the original 
grandeur which laj beneath that wild tempestaoua nature 
presented by Antony to the eye of the undiscriminating 
world. It is to the honour of Shakspere, that he should 
haye been able to discern the true colouring of this most 
original character, under the smoke and tarnish of antiquity. 
It is no less to the honour of the great triumvir, that a 
strength of colouring should survive in his character, cap- 
able of baffling the wrongs and ravages of time ; capable 
of forcing its way by mere weight of metal through a tract 
of sixteen hundred and odd years to the notice of one im- 
mortal eye that could read its true lineaments and propor- 
tiona Neither is it to be thought strange that a character 
should have been misunderstood and falsely appreciated for 
nearly two thousand years. It happens not uncommonly, 
especially amongst an unimaginative people like the Bomans, 
that the characters of men are ciphers and enigmas to their 
own age, and are first read and interpreted by a far-distant 
posterity. Stars are supposed to exist, whose light has 
been travelling for many thousands of years without having 
yet reached our system ; and the eyes are yet unborn upon 
which their earliest rays will falL Men like Mark Antony, 
with minds of chaotic composition — flight conflicting with 
darkness, proportions of colossal grandeur disfigured by un- 
symmetrical arrangement, the angelic in close neighbour- 
hood with the brutal — are first read in their true meaning 
by an age learned in the philosophy of the human heart 
Of this philosophy the Bomans had, by the necessities of 
education and domestic discipline not less than by original 
constitution of mind, the very narrowest visual range. In 
no literature whatsoever are so few tolerable notices to be 
found of any great truths in Psychology. Nor could this 
have been otherwise amongst a people who tried every- 
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thing by the standard of socicd value ; neyer- seeking for a 
canon of excellence in man considered abstractedly inland 
for himself and as haying an independent yalue, but always 
and exdusiyely in man as a gregarious being, and designed 
for social uses and functions. Not man in his own separate 
natoiey but man in his relations to other men, was the 
station &om which the Boman speculators took up their 
philosophy of human nature. Tried by such standard, Mark 
Antony would be found wanting. As a citizen, he was 
irretrievably Hoentious, and therefore there needed not the 
bitter personal feud which circumstances had generated be- 
tween them, to account for the achamement with which 
Cicero pursued him. Had Antony been his friend even, 
or his near kinsman, Cicero must still have been his public 
enemy. And not merely for his vices ; for even the gran- 
der features of his character, his towering ambition, his 
magnanimity, and the fascinations of his popular qualities, 
— were aU, in the circumstances of those times, and in his 
position, of a tendency dangerously uncivic. 

So remarkable was the opposition, at all points, between 
the second Csesar and his rival, that whereas Antony even 
in his virtues seemed dangerous to the state, Octavius gave 
a dvic colouring to his most indifferent actions, and, with a 
Machiavelian policy, observed a scrupulous regard to the 
forms of the Bepublic, after every fragment of the republi- 
can institutions, the privileges of the republican magistrates, 
and the functions of the great popular officers, had been 
absorbed into his own autocracy. Even in the most pros- 
perous days of the Boman State, when the democratic forces 
balanced, and were balanced by, those of the aristocracy, it 
was £u: from being a general or common praise, that a man 
was of a civic turn of mind, animo civUi. Yet this praise 
did Augustus a£fect, and in reality attain, at a time when 
the very okgect of all civiq feeling was absolutely extinct ; 
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BO much are men goyemed by words. Suetonius assures 
us, that many evidences were current even to his times of 
this popular disposition (civilitas) in the emperor ; and 
that it survived every experience of servile adulation in the 
Roman populace, and all the effects of long familiarity with 
irresponsible power in himsel£ Such a moderation of feel- 
ing, we are almost obliged to consider as a genuine and un- 
affected expression of his real nature ; for, as an artifice of 
policy, it had soon lost its uses. And it is worthy of 
notice, that with the army he laid aside those popular 
manners as soon as possible, addressing them haughtily as 
mUiteSy not (according to his earlier practice) by the con- 
ciliatory title of commilitones. It concerned his own 
security, to be jealous of encroachments on his power. But 
of his rank, and the honours which accompanied it, he 
seems to have been uniformly careless. Thus, he would 
never leave a town or enter it by daylight, unless some 
higher rule of policy obliged him to do so ; by which 
means he evaded a ceremonial of public honour which was 
burdensome to all the parties concerned in it Sometimes 
however, we find that men, careless of honours in their own 
persons, are glad to see them settling upon their family and 
immediate connexion. But here again Augustus showed 
the sincerity of his moderation. For upon one occasion, 
when the whole audience in the Roman theatre had risen 
upon the entrance of his two adopted sons, at that time 
not seventeen years old, he was highly displeased, and even 
thought it necessary to publish his displeasure in a separate 
edict. It is another, and a striking illustration of his 
humility, that he willingly accepted of public appointments, 
and sedulously discharged the duties attached to them, in 
coiyunction with colleagues who had been chosen with little 
regard to his personal partialities. In the debates of the 
Senate, he showed the same equanimity ; suffering himself 
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patiently to be contradicted, and even with circumstances 
of studied incivility. In the public elections, he gave his 
vote like any private citizen ; and, when he happened to 
be a candidate himself, he canvassed the electors with the 
same earnestness of personal application, as any other can- 
didate with the least possible title to public favour from 
present power or past services. But, perhaps by no ex- 
pressions of his dvic spirit did Augustus so much conciliate 
men's minds, as by the readiness with which he participated 
in their social pleasures, and by the uniform severity with 
which he refused to apply his influence in any way that 
could disturb the pure administration of justice. The 
Boman juries (jvdices they were called) were very corrupt ; 
and easily swayed to an unconscientious verdict, by the 
appearance in court of any great man on behalf of one of 
the parties interested : nor was such an interference with 
the course of private justice anyways injurious to the great 
man's character. The wrong which he promoted did but 
the more forcibly proclaim the warmth and fidelity of his 
friendships. So much the more generally was the upright- 
ness of the emperor appreciated, who would neither tamper 
with justice himself, nor countenance any motion in that 
direction, though it were to serve his very dearest friend, 
either by his personal presence, or by the use of his name. 
And, as if it had been a trifle merely to forbear, and to 
show his regard to justice in this negative way, he even 
allowed himself to be summoned as a witness on trials, and 
jhowed no anger when his own evidence was overborne by 
stronger on the other side. This disinterested love of jus- 
tice, and an integrity so rare in the great men of Bome, 
could not but command the reverence of the people. But 
their affection, doubtless, was more conciliated by the free- 
dom with which the emperor accepted invitations from all 
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quarters, and shared continnally in the festal pleasures of 
his Bnbject& This practice, howeyer, he disoontinaed, or 
narrowed, as he advanced in years. Suetonius, who, as a 
true anecdote-monger, would solve everything, and account 
for every change by some definite incident, charges this al- 
teration in the emperor's condesceiudonB upon one particular 
party at a wedding feast, where the crowd incommoded him 
much by their pressure and heat. But, doubtless, it hap- 
pened to Augustus as to other men ; his spirits failed, and 
his powers of supporting fatigue or bustle, as years stole 
upon him. Changes, coming by insensible steps, and not 
willingly acknowledged, for some time escape notice ; until 
some sudden shock reminds a man forcibly to do that which 
he has long meditated in an irresolute way. The marriage 
banquet may have been the particular occasion from which 
Augustus stepped into the habits of old age, but certainly 
not the cause of so entire a revolution in his mode of 
living. 

It might seem to throw some doubt, if not upon the 
fact, yet at least upon the sincerity, of his civism, that im- 
doubtedly Augustus cultivated his kingly connesdons with 
considerable anxiety. It may have been upon motives 
merely political that he kept at Home the children of nearly . 
all the kings then known as allies or vassals of the Roman 
power : a curious fact, and not generally known. In his 
own palace were reared a number of youthful princes ; and 
they were educated jointly with his own children. It is 
also upon record, that in many instances the fathers of these 
princes spontaneously repaired to Rome, and there assuming 
the Roman dress — ^as an expression of reverence to the 
majesty of the omnipotent state— did personal " suit and 
service " (more clientum) to Augustus. It is an anecdote 
of not less curiosiiy, that a whole " college " of kings sub- 
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•cribed money for a temple at Athens, to be dedicated in 
the name of Augustus. Throughout his life, indeed, this 
emperor paid a marked attention to all royal houses then 
known to Borne, as occupying the thrones upon the vast 
margin of the empire. It is true that in part this attention 
might be iaterpreted as given politically to so many lieu 
tenants, wielding a remote or inaccessible power for tb 
benefit of Boma And the children of these kings might 
be regarded as hostages, ostensibly entertained for the sake 
of .education^ but really as pledges for their parents' fidelity, 
and also with a view to the large reversionary advantages 
which might be expected to arise upon the basis of so early 
and affectionate a connexion. But it is not the less true, 
that, at one period of his life, Augustus did certainly medi- 
tate some closer personal connexion with the royal fJEimilies 
of the earth. He speculated, undoubtedly, on a marriage 
for himself with some barbarous princess, and at one time 
designed his daughter Julia as a wife for Cotiso, the king 
of the GetsB. Superstition perhaps disturbed the one 
scheme, and policy the other. He married, as la weU 
known, for his final wife, and the partner of his life through 
its whole triumphant stage, Livia Drusilla ; compelling her 
husband, Tiberius Nero, to divorce her, notwithstanding 
she was then six months advanced in pregnancy. With 
this lady, who was distinguished for her beauty, it is cer- 
tain that he was deeply in love ; and that might be suffi- 
cient to account for the marriage. It is equally certain, 
however, upon the concurring evidence of independent 
writers, that this connexion had an oracular sanction — ^not 
to say, suggestion ; a circumstance which was long rememr 
heredj and was afterwards noticed by the Christian poet 
Pmdentius : 
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" Idque Duem sortes et Apollinis antra dederant 
Consilium : nnnqnam melius nam cndere tiedas 
Responsum est, qu^m cum prseghans nova nnpta jngatur." 

His daughter Julia had been promised by turns, and 
always upon reasons of state, to a whole muster-roll of 
suitors ; first of all, to a son of Mark Antony ; secondly, 
to the barbarous king ; thirdly, to her first cousin — ^that 
Marcellus, the son of Octavia, only sister to Augustus, 
whose early death, in the midst of great expectations, 
Virgil has introduced into the vision of Roman grandeurs 
as yet unborn, which jEneas beholds in the shades ; fourthly, 
she was promised (and this time the promise was kept) to 
the fortunate soldier, Agrippa, whose low birth was not 
permitted to obscure his military merits. By him she had 
a family of children, upon whom, if upon any in this 
world, the wrath of Providence seems to have rested ; for, 
excepting one, and in spite of all the favours that earth 
and heaven could unite to shower upon them, all came to 
an early, a violent, and an infamous end. Fifthly, upon 
the death of Agrippa, and again upon motives of policy, 
and in atrocious contempt of all the ties that nature and 
the human heart and human laws have hallowed, she was 
promised (if that word may be applied to the violent obtru- 
sion upon a man's bed of one who was doubly a curse — 
first, for what she brought, and, secondly, for what she 
took away), and given to Tiberius, the future enaperor. 
Upon the whole, as far as we can at this day make out the 
connexion of a man's acts and purposes, which, even to his 
own age, were never entirely cleared up, it is probable that, 
so long as the triumvirate survived, and so long as the con- 
dition of Roman power or intrigues, and the distribution of 
Roman influence, were such as to leave a possibility that 
any new triumvirate should arise— so long Augustus was 
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secretly meditating a retreat for himself at some barbaroua 
court, against any sudden reverse of fortune, by means of a 
domestic connexion, which should give him the claim of a 
kinsman. Such a court, as against a sudden emergency, 
might prove a tower of strength, however unable to make 
head against the collective power of Rome ; such a court 
might offer a momentary front of resistance to any single 
partisan who should attain a brief ascendency ; or, at the 
worst, as a merely defensive power, might offer a retreat, 
strong by its distance, or by its difficult access ; or might be 
available as a means of delay for recovering from some else 
fatal defeat. It is certain that Augustus viewed Egypt with 
jealousy as a province, which might be turned to account in 
some such way by any aspiring insurgent. And it must 
have often struck him as a remarkable circumstance, which 
by good luck had turned out entirely to the advantage of his 
own family, but which might as readily have had an opposite 
result, that the three decisive battles of Pharsalia, of Thap- 
sus, and of Munda, in which the empire of the world was 
three times over staked on the issue, had severally brought 
upon the defeated leaders a ruin which was total, absolute, 
and final One hour had seen the whole fabric of their aspir- 
ing fortunes fuming away in smoke ; and no resource was left 
to them but either in suicide (which, accordingly, even Caesar 
had meditated at one crisis in the battle of Munda, when it 
seemed to be going against him), or in the mercy of the victor. 
That a victor in a hundred fights should in his hundred- 
and-first,* as in his first, risk the loss of that particulai 

* " The painfal warrior, famoused for fight, 
After a thousand victories once foil'd, 
Is from the book of honour razed quite, 
And all the rest forgot for which he toiPd." 

Shaespebe'b Sonnets, 
c2 



66 TH£ CJCSAItS. 

battle, in inseparable from the condition of man, and the 
unoertaintj of human means ; but that the loss of this one 
battle should be equally fatal and irrecoverable with the 
loss of his first, that it should leave him with means no 
more cemented, and resources no better matured for retard- 
ing his fall, and throwing a long succession of hindrances 
in the way of his conqueror, argues some essential defect of 
system. Under our modem policy, military power — ^though 
it may be the growth of one man's life — soon takes root ; 
a succession of campaigns ia required for its extirpation ; 
and it revolves backwards to its final extinction through all 
the stages by which originally it grew. On the Roman 
system this was mainly impossible from the solitariness of 
the Roman power ; co-rival nations who might balance the 
victorious party, there were absolutely none ; and all the 
underlings hastened to make their peace, whilst peace wais 
yet open to them, on the known terms of absolute treacheiy 
to their former master, and instant surrender to the victor 
of the hour. For this capital defect in the tenure of Roman 
power, no matter in whose hands deposited, there was no 
absolute remedy. Many a sleepless night, during the peril- 
ous game which be played with Antony, must have fami- 
liarized Octavius with that view of the risk, which to some 
extent was inseparable firom his position as the leader in 
such a struggle carried on in such an empire. In this 
dilemma, struck with the extreme necessity of applying some 
palliation to the case, we have no doubt that Augustus 
would devise the scheme of laying some distant king under 
such obligations to fidelity as would suffice to stand the 
first shock of misfortune. Such a person would have power 
enough, of a direct military kind, to face the storm at its out- 
break. He would have power of another kind in his distance 
lie would be sustained by the courage of hope, as a kinsmau 
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haying a coDtingent interest in a kinsman's prosperity. And, 
finally, he would be sustained by the courage of despair, as 
one who never could expect to be trusted by the opposite 
party. In the worst case, such a prince would always oJSer 
a breathing time and a respite to his Mends, were it only 
by his remoteness, and if not the Tneana of rall3ring, yet at 
least the tiine for rallying, more especially a£ the escape to 
his frontier would be easy to one who had long forecast it. 
We can hardly doubt that Augustus meditated such schemes ; 
that he laid them aside only sb his power began to cement 
and to knit together after the battle of Actium ; and that 
the memory and the prudential tradition of this plan sur- 
vived in the imperial family so long as itself survived. 
Amongst other anecdotes of the same tendency, two are re- 
corded of Nero, the emperor in whom expired the line of 
the original Osesars. which strengthen us in a belief of what 
is otherwise in itself so probable. Nero, in his first dis^ 
tractions, upon receiving the fatal tidings of the revolt in 
Cranl, when reviewing all possible plans of escape from the 
impending danger, thought at intervals of throwing himself 
on the protection of the barbarous King Yologesus. And 
twenty years afterwards, when the Pseudo-Nero appeared, 
he found a strenuous champion and protector in the king 
of the Parthians. Possibly, had an opportunity offered for 
searching the Parthian chancery, some treaty would have 
been found binding the kings of Parthia, from the age of 
Augustus through some generations downwards, in requital 
of services there specified, or of treasures lodged, to secure 
a perpetual asylum to the posterity of the Julian family. 

The cruelties of Augustus were perhaps equal in atrocity 
to any which are recorded ; and Ibhe equivocal apology for 
those acts (one which might as well be used to aggravate 
as to palliate the case) is, that they were not prompted by 
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a ferocious uature, but by calculating policy. He once 
actually slaughtered upon an altar a large body of his 
prisoners ; and such was the contempt with which he was 
regarded by some of that number, that, when led out to 
death, they saluted their other proscriber, Antony, with 
military honours, acknowledging merit even in an enemy ; 
in words beautiful and memorable they paid their homage 
— Morituri te salutamtis, but Augustus they passed with 
scornful silence, or with loud reproaches. Too certainly no 
man has ever contended for empire with unsullied con- 
science, or laid pure hands upon the ark of so magnifi- 
cent a prize. Every friend to Augustus must have wished 
that the twelve years of his struggle might for ever be 
blotted out from human remembrance. During the forty- 
two years of his prosperity and his triumph, being above 
fear, he showed his natural or prudential lenity. 

That prosperity, in a public sense, has been rarely 
equalled ; but far different was his fate, and memorable 
was the contrast, within the circuit of his own family. This 
lord of the universe groaned as often as the ladies of his 
house, his daughter and grand-daughter, were mentioned. 
The shame which he felt on their account, led him even to 
imnatural designs, and to wishes not less so : for at one time 
he entertained a plan for putting the elder Julia to death ; 
and at another, upon hearing that Phoebe (one of the female 
slaves in his household) had hanged herself, he exclaimed 
audibly, — "Would that I had been the father of a Phoebe 1" 
It must, however, be granted, that in this dark episode or 
parenthesis of his public life he behaved with very little of 
his usual discretion. In the first paroxysms of his rage, on 
discovering his daughter's criminal conduct, he made a com- 
munication of the whole to the Senate. That body could do 
nothing in such a matter, either by act or by suggestion ; and 
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in a shoit tiint^ as everybody could have foreseen, he him- 
self repented of his own deficient self-command. Upon the 
whole, it cannot be denied, that, according to the remark 
of Jeremy Taylor, of all the men signally decorated by his- 
tory, Augustus Csesar is that one who exemplifies, in the 
most emphatic forms, the mixed tenor of human life, and 
the equitable distribution, even on this earth, of good and 
evil fortune. He made himself master of the world, and 
against the most formidable competitors ; his power wai> 
absolute, from the rising to the setting sun ; and yet in his 
own house, where the peasant who does the humblest chares, 
claims an undisputed authority, he was baffled, dishonoured, 
and made ridiculous. He was loved by nobody ; and if. 
at the moment of his death, he desired his friends to dis- 
miss him from this world by the common expression of 
scenical applause (yos plaudite /) in that valedictory injunc- 
tion he expressed inadvertently the true value of his own 
long life, which, in strict candour, may be pronounced one 
continued series of histrionic eflforts ; of dissimulation there- 
fore, even if usefully directed ; yes, little man, one huge 
etdiage of excellent acting, adapted to ends es^entiallv 
BclSsh. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

The three next emperors, Caligala^ Claudius, and Nero, 
were the last princes who had any connexion by blood * 
with the Julian house. In Nero, the sixth emperor, ex- 
pired the last of the Caesars, who was such in reality. 
These three were also the first in that long line of monsters, 
who, at different times, under the title of Caesars, dishon- 
oured humanity more memorably than was possible, except 
in the cases of those (if any such can be named) who have 
abused the same enormous powers in times of the same 
civility, and in defiance of the same general illumination. 
But for them it is a fact, that some crimes, which now stain 

* And this was entirely by the female side. The family descent of 
the first six Caesars is so intricate, that it is rarely understood accu- 
rately ; so that it may be well to state it briefly. Augustus was grand- 
nephew to Julius Caesar, being the son of Caesar^s sister^s daughter. 
Augustus was also, by adoption, the 8on of Julius. He himself had 
one child only, viz. the infamous Julia, who was brought him by his 
second wife Scribonia ; and through this Julia it was that the three 
princes, who succeeded to Tiberius, claimed relationship to Augustus. 
On that emperor's third and last marriage, viz. with Livia, he adopted 
the two sons whom she had borne to her divorced husband. These 
two noblemen, who stood in no degree of consanguinity whatever to 
Augustus, were Tiberius and Drusus. Tiberius, who succeeded his 
adopted father, Augustus, as emperor, left no children ; but Drusus, 
the younger of the two brothers, by his marriage with the younger 
Antonia (daughter of Mark Antony), had the celebrated Grermanicus, 
and Claudius, afterwards emperor. Germanicus, though adopted by 
his ancle Tiberius, and detitinsd to the cni[>ire, died prcmntnrrlj 
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the pa^ of history, would have been accounted fabulous 
dreams of impure romancers, taxing their extravagant im» 
ginations to create combinations of wickedness more hideous 
than civilized men would tolerate, and more unnatural than 
the human heart could conceive. Let us, by way of ex- 
ample, take a short chapter from the diabolic life of Cali- 
gula : In what way did he treat his nearest and tenderest 
female connexions? His mother had been tortured and 
murdered by another tyrant almost as fiendish as himself. 
She was happily removed from his cruelty. Disdaining, 
however, to acknowledge any connexion with the blood of 
80 obscure a man as Agrippa, he publicly gave out that his 
mother was indeed the daughter of Julia, but by an inces- 
tuous commerce with her father Augustus. His three sisters 
he debauched. One died, and her he canonized ; the other 
two he prostituted to the basest of his own attendants. Of 
his wives, it would be hard to say whether they were first 
sought and won with more circumstances of injury and out- 
rage, or dismissed with more insult and levity. The one 



But, like Banquo, though he wore no crown, he left descendants who 
did. For, by his marriage with Agrippina, a daughter of Julia's by 
Agrippa (and therefore grand-danghter of Augustus), he had a large 
CunDy, of whom one eon became the Emperor Caligula ; and one of 
the daughters, Agrippina the younger, by her marriage with a Roman 
nobleman, became the mother of the Emperor Nero. Hence it ap- 
pean that Tiberius was uncle to Claudius, Claudius was uncle to Cali- 
gula, Caligula was uncle to Nero ; a worshipful succession of uncles. 
But it is observabley that Nero and Caligula stood in another degree 
of consanguinity to each other through their grandmothers, who were 
both daughters of Mark Antony the triumyir ; for the elder Antonia 
married the grandfather of Nero ; the younger Antonia (as we have 
stated above) married Drusus, the grandfather of Caligula ; and again, 
by these two ladies, they were connected not only with each other, 
but also with the Julian house, for the two Antonias were daughter 
or?.Tark Antony by Octavia, sister to Augustus 
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whom he treated best, and with most profession of love, 
and who commonly rode by his side, equipped with spear 
and shield, to his military inspections and reviews of the 
soldiery, though not particularly beautiful, was exhibited to 
his friends at banquets in a state of absolute nudity. His 
motive for ti'eating her with so much kindness, was probably 
that she brought him a daughter ; and her he acknowledged 
as his own child, from the early brutality with which she 
attacked the eyes and cheeks of other infants who were pre- 
sented to her as play-feUows. Hence it would appear that 
he was aware of his own ferocity, and treated it as a jest. 
The levity, indeed, which he mingled with his worst and 
most inhuman acts, and the slightness of the occasions upon 
which he delighted to hang his most memorable atrocities, 
aggravated their impression at the time, and must have con- 
tributed greatly to sharpen the sword of vengeance. His 
palace happened to be contiguous to the circus. Some seats, 
it seems, were open indiscriminately to the public ; conse- 
quently, the only way in which they could be appropriated, 
was by taking possession of them as early as the midnight 
preceding any great exhibitions. Once, when it happened 
that his sleep was disturbed by such an occasion, he sent in 
soldiers to eject them ; and with orders so rigorous, as it 
appeared by the event, that in this singular tumult, twenty 
Roman knights, and as many mothers of families, were 
cudgelled to death upon the spot, to say nothing of what 
the reporter calls " innumeram turbam ceteram." 

But this is a trifle to another anecdote reported by the 
same authority : — On some occasion it happened that a 
dearth prevailed, either generally of cattle, or of such cattle 
as were used for feeding the wild beasts reserved for the 
bloody exhibitions of the amphitheatre. Food could be had, 
and perhaps at no very exorbitant price, but on terms 
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somewhat higher tnan the ordinary market price. A slight 
excuse served with Caligula for acts the most monstrous. 
Instantly repairing to the public jails, he caused all the 
prisoners to pass in review before him (custodiarum gertem 
recoffnovU)^ and then pointing to two bald-headed men, he 
ordered that the whole Me of intermediate persons should 
be marched off to the dens of the wild beasts : << Tell them 
off," said he, << from the bald man to the bald man." Yet 
these were prisoners committed, not for punishment, but 
trial Kor [had it been otherwise] were the charges against 
them equal, but running through eveiy graduation of guilt 
But the elogia, or records of their commitment, he would 
not so much as look at With such inordinate capacities 
for crualty, we cannot wonder that he should in his common 
conversation have deplored the tameness and insipidity of 
his own times and reign, as likely to be marked by no wide- 
spreading calamity. << Augustus," said he, <^ was happy ; 
ah, yes, he was fortunate, for in his reign occurred the 
slaughter of Varus and his legions. Tiberius was happy ; 
for in his occurred that glorious fall of the great amphi- 
theatre at Fidense. But for me — alas ! alas !" And then 
he would pray earnestly for fire or slaughter, pestilence or 
fiEunine. Famine, indeed, was to some extent in his own 
power ; and, accordingly, as far as his courage would carry 
him, he did occasionaUy try that mode of tragedy upon the 
people of Rome, by shutting up the public granaries against 
them. As he blended his mirth and a truculent sense of 
the humorous with his cruelties, we cannot wonder that he 
should soon blend his cruelties with his ordinaiy festivities, 
and that his daily banquets would soon become insipid 
without them. Hence he required a daily supply of exe- 
cutions in his own halls and banqueting-rooms ; nor was a 
dinner held to be complete w^tbout such a dessert Artists 

D IX. 
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were sought out who had dexterity and strength enough to 
do what Lucan somewhere calls entem rotarey that is, to 
cut off a human head with one whirl of the sword. Even 
this became insipid, as wanting one main element of misery 
to the sufferer, and an indispensable condiment to the jaded 
palate of the connoisseur, yiz., a lingering duration. As a 
pleasant variety, therefore, the tormentors were introduced 
with their various instruments of torture; and many a 
dismal tragedy in that mode of human suffering was con- 
ducted in the sacred presence during the emperor s hours of 
amiable relaxation. 

The result of these horrid indulgences was exactly what 
we might suppose, that even such scenes ceased to irritate 
the languid appetite, and yet that without them life was 
not endurable. Jaded and exhausted as the sense of plear 
sure had become in Caligula, still it could be roused into 
any activity by nothing short of these murderous luxuries. 
Hence, it seems that he was continually tampering and 
dallying with the thought of murder; and like the old 
Parisian jeweller Cardillac, in Louis xrv.'s time, who was 
stung with a perpetual lust for murdering the possessors of 
fine diamonds — not so much for the value of the prize (of 
which he never hoped to make any use), as from an uncon- 
querable desire of precipitating himself into the difficulties 
and hazards of the murder — Caligula never failed to ex- 
})erience (and sometimes even to acknowledge) a secret temp- 
tation to any murder which seemed either more than usually 
abominable, or more than usually difficult. Thus, when the 
two consuls were seated at his table, he burst out into sud- 
den and profuse laughter ; and, upon their courteously re- 
questing to know what witty and admirable conceit might 
be the occasion of the imperial mirth, he frankly owned to 
them, and doubtless he did not improve their appetites by 
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this confessioii, that in fact he was laughing, and that he 
could not biU laugh (and then the monster laughed immo- 
derately again), at the pleasant thought of seeing them both 
headless, and that with so little trouble to himself (uno 
suo nutu)y he could have both their throats cut. No doubt 
he was continually balancing the arguments for and against 
such little escapades ; nor had any person a reason for secu- 
rity in the extraordinary obligations, whether of hospitality 
or of religious vows, which seemed to lay him under some 
])eculiar restraints in that case above all others ; for such 
circumstances of peculiarity, by which the murder would 
be stamped with unusual atrocity, were but the more likely 
to make its fascinations irresistible. Hence he dallied 
with the thoughts of murdering her whom he loved best, 
and indeed exclusively — ^his wife CsBsonia; and whilst 
fondling her, and toying playfully with her poUshed 
throat) he was distracted (as he half insinuated to her) 
between the desire of caressing it, which might be often 
repeated, and that of cutting it, which could be gratified 
but once. 

Nero (for as to Claudius, he came too late to the throne 
to indulge any propensities of this nature with so little 
discretion) was but a variety of the same species. He 
also was an amateur, and an enthusiastic amateur of 
murder. But as this taste, in the most ingenious hands, 
is limited and monotonous in its modes of manifestation, 
it would be tedious to run through the long Suetonian 
roll-call of his peccadilloes in this way. One only we 
shall cite, to illustrate the amorous delight with which 
he pursued any murder which happened to be seasoned 
highly to his taste by enormous atrocity, and by almost 
miconquerable difficulty. It would really be pleasant^ 
were it not for the revolting consideration of the persons 
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ooncemed, and their relation to each other, to watch the 
tortuous pursuit of the hunter, and the doubles of the game, 
in this obstinate chase. For certain reasons of state, as 
Nero attempted to persuade himself, but in reality because 
no other crime had the same attractions of unnatural horror 
about it, he resolved to murder his mother Agrippina. This 
being settled, the next thing was to arrange the mode and 
the tools. Naturally enough, according to the custom then 
prevalent in Rome, he first attempted the thing by poison. 
The poison failed : for Agrippina, anticipating tricks of 
this kind, had armed her constitution against them, like 
Mithridates ; and daily took potent antidotes and prophy- 
lactics. Or else (which is more probable) the emperor's 
agent in such purposes, fearing his sudden repentance and 
remorse on first hearing of his mother's death, or possibly 
even witnessing her agonies, had composed a poison of in- 
ferior strength. This had certainly occurred in the case of 
Britannicus, who had thrown off with ease the first dose 
administered to him by Nero. Upon which he had sum- 
moned to his presence the woman employed in the affair, 
and compelling her by threats to mingle a more powerM 
potion in his own presence, had tried it successively upon 
different animals, until he was satisfied with its effects; 
after which, immediately inviting Britannicus to a banquet, 
he had finally despatched him. On Agrippina, however, no 
changes in the poison, whether of kind or strength, had any 
effect ; so that, after various trials, this mode of murder 
was abandoned, and the emperor addressed himself to other 
plans. The first of these was some curious mechanical de- 
vice, by which a false ceiling was to have been suspended 
by bolts above her ^d ; and in the middle of the nighty 
the bolt being suddenly drawn, a vast weight would have 
descended with a ruinous destruction to aD below. This 
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ficheme, however, taking air from the indiscretion of some 
amongst the accomplices, reached the ears of Agrippina ; 
upon which the old lady looked about her too sharply to 
leave much hope in that scheme : so that also was aban- 
doned. Next, he conceived the idea of an artificial ship, 
which, at the touch of a few springs, might fall to pieces 
in deep water. Such a ship was prepared, and stationed 
at a suitable i>oint. But the main difficulty remained, 
which was to persuade the old lady to go on board. Not 
that she knew in this case who had been the ship-builder, 
for that would have ruined all ; but it seems that she took 
it ill to be hunted in this murderous spirit, and was out of 
humour with her son ; besides, that any proposal coming 
from him, though previously indifferent to her, would have 
instantly become suspected. To meet this difficulty, a sort 
of reconciliation was proposed, and a veiy affectionate mes- 
sage sent, which had the effect of throwing Agrippina off 
her guard, and seduced her to Baise for the purpose of join- 
ing the emperor's party at a great banquet held in comme- 
moration of a solemn festival She came by water in a 
sort of light frigate, and was to return in the same way. 
Meantime Nero tampered with the commander of her vessel, 
and prevailed upon him to wreck it What was to be 
done 1 The great lady was anxious to return to Borne, and 
no proper conveyance was at hand. Suddenly it was sug- 
gested, as if by chance, that a ship of the emperor's, new 
and properly equipped, was moored at a neighbouring sta- 
tion. This was readily accepted by Agrippina : the em- 
peror accompanied her to the place of embarkation, took a 
most tender leave of her, and saw her set sail It was 
necessary that the vessel should get into deep water before 
the experiment could be made ; and with the utmost agita- 
tion this pious son awaited news of the result. Suddenly 



I messenger rushed breathless into his presence, and born- 
Aed him by the joyful information that his august mother 
had met with an alarming accident ; but, by the blessing 
of Heayen, had escaped safe and sound, and was' now ou 
her road to mingle congratulations with her affectionate 
son. The ship, it seems, had done its office ; the mecha- 
nism had played admirably ; but who can provide for every- 
thing? The old lady, it turned out, could swim like a 
duck ; and the whole result had been to refresh her with a 
little sea-bathing. Here was worshipful intelligence. Gould 
any man's temper be expected to stand such continued 
sieges? Money, and trouble, and infinite contrivance, 
wasted upon one old woman, who absolutely would not, 
upon any terms, be murdered ! Provoking it certainly 
was: and of a man like Nero it could not be expected 
that he should any longer dissemble his disgust, or pnt up 
with such repeated affronts. He rushed upon his .simple 
congratulating friend, swore that he had come to murder 
him, and as nobody could have suborned him but Agrip- 
pina, he ordered her off to instant execution. And, un- 
questionably, if people will not be murdered quietly and in 
a civil way, they must expect that such fbrbearance is not 
to continue for ever ; and obviously have themselves only 
to blame for any harshness or violence which they may 
have rendered necessary. 

It is singular, and shocking, at the same time, to mention, 
that, for this atrocity, Nero did absolutely receive solenm 
congratulations from aU orders of men. With such evi- 
dences of base servility in the public mind, and of the utter 
corruption which they had sustained in their elementary 
feelings, it is the less astonishing that he should have made 
other experiments upon the public patience, which seem 
expressly designed to try how much it would support. 
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Whether he were really the author of the desolating fire 
whicli consumed Home for six* days and seven nights, and 
drove the mass of the people into the tombs and sepulchres 
for shelter, is yet a matter of some doubt. But one great 
presumption against it, founded on its desperate imprudence, 
as attacking the people in their primary comforts, is consi- 
derably weakened by the enormous servility of the Romans 
in the case just stated : they who could volunteer congra- 
tulations to a son for butchering his mother (no matter on 
what pretended suspicions) might reasonably be supposed 
incapable of any resistance which required courage even in 
a case of self-defence, or of just revenge. The direct reasons, 
however, for implicating him in this affair, seem at present 
insufficient. He was displeased, it seems, with the irregu- 
larity and unsightliness of the antique buildings, and also 
with the streets, as too narrow and winding (angustiis 
^exurisque vicorum). But in this he did but express what 
was no doubt the common judgment of all his contempo- 
raries, who had seen the beautiful cities of Greece and Asia 
Minor. The Rome of that time was in many parts built 
of wood ; and there is much probability that it must have 
been a picturesque city, and in parts almost grotesque. 
But it is remarkable, and a fact which we have nowhere 
seen noticed, that the ancients, whether Greeks or Romans, 
had no eye for the picturesque ; nay, that it was a sense 
utterly unawakened amongst them ; and that the very con- 
ception of the picturesque, as of a thing distinct from the 
beautiful, is not once alluded to through the whole course 
of ancient literature, nor would it have been intelligible to 
any ancient critic ; so that, whatever attraction for the eye 



* But a memorial stone, in its inscription, makes the time longer : 
Qiiando urbs per noYem dies arsit Neronianis temporibus.'* 
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might exist in the Eome of that day, there is little doubt 
that it was of a kind to be felt only by modem spectators. 
Mere dissatisfaction with its external appearance, which 
must have been a pretty general sentiment, argued, there- 
fore, no necessary purpose of destroying it. Certainly 
it would be a weightier ground of suspicion, if it were 
really true, that some of his agents were detected on 
the premises of different senators in the act of applying 
combustibles to their mansions. But this story wears a 
very fabulous air. For why resort to the private dwell- 
ings of great men where any intruder was sure of attract- 
ing notice, when the same effect, and with the same 
deadly results, might have been attained quietly and 
secretly in so many of the humble Roman coenacula, i.e., 
garrets 1 

The great loss on this memorable occasion was in the 
heraldic and ancestral honours of the city. Historic Rome 
then went to wreck for ever. Then perished the domus 
priscorum ducum hostUibus adhuc spoliis adomaJtoB ; the 
<< rostral" palace ; the mansion of the Pompeys ; the Blen- 
heims and the Strathfieldsayes of the Scipios, the Marcelli, 
the Paulli, and the Caesars ; then perished the aged 
trophies firom Carthage and from Gaul ; and, in short, as 
the historian sums up the lamentable desolation, << quidquid 
msendum atque memorabUe ex antiqvifute duraveratJ** 
And this of itself might lead one to suspect the emperor's 
hand as the original agent ; for by no one act was it 
possible so entirely and so suddenly to wean the people 
from their old republican recollections, and in one week to 
obliterate the memorials of their popular forces, and their 
trophies of many ages. The old people of Rome were gone ; 
their characteristic dress even was gone ; for already in the 
time of Augustus they had laid aside the toga, and assumed 
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the cheaper and scantier poentila, so that the eye songht in 
vain for Virgil's 

** Bomanos remm dominos gentemqne togtstamJ" 

Why, then, after all the constituents of Roman grandeur 
had passed away, should their historical trophies survive, 
recalling to them the scenes of departed heroism, in which 
they had no personal property, and suggesting to them vain 
hopes, which for them were never to be other than chimeras? 
Even in that sense, therefore, and as a great depository of 
heart-stirring historical remembrances, Eome was profitably 
destroyed ; and in any other sense, whether for health or for 
the conveniences of polished life, or for architectural mag- 
nificence, there never was a doubt that the Boman people 
gained infinitely by this conflagration. For, like London, 
it arose from its ashes with a splendour proportioned to its 
vast expansion of wealth and population ; and marble took 
the place of wood. For the moment, however, this event 
must have been felt by the people as an overwhelming 
calamity. And it serves to illustrate the passive endurance 
and timidity of the popular temper, and to what extent it 
might be provoked with impunity, that in this state of 
general irritation and effervescence, Nero absolutely forbade 
them to meddle with the ruins of their own dwellings — 
taking that charge upon himself, with a view to the vast 
wealth which he anticipated from sifting the rubbish. And, 
as if that mode of plunder were not sufficient, he exacted 
compulsoiy contributions to the rebuilding of the city so 
indiscriminately as to press heavHy upon all men's finances ; 
and thus, in the public account which universally imputed 
the fire to him, he was viewed as a twofold robber, who 
sought to heal one calamity by the infliction of another and 
a greater. 
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The monotony of wickedneas and outrage becomes at 
length fatiguing to the coarsest and most callous senses ; 
and the historian, even, who caters professedly tor the tasto 
which feeds upon the monstrous and the hyi>erbolicaI, is 
glad at length to escape from the long evolution of his 
insane atrocities, to the striking and truly scenical cata^ 
trophe of retribution which overtook them, and avenged the 
wrongs of an insulted world. Perhaps histoiy contains no 
more impressive scenes than those in which the justice of 
Providence at length arrested the monstrous career of N^o. 

It was at Naples, and, by a remarkable fatality, on the 
veiy anniversaiy of his mother's murder, that he received 
the first intelligence of the revolt in Gaul, under the Pro- 
praetor Vindex. This news for about a week he treated 
with levity ; and, like Henry vn. of England, who wai 
uettled, not so much at being proclaimed a rebel, as because 
he was described under the slighting denomination of " one 
Henry Tidder, or Tudor," he complained bitterly that Vin- 
dex had mentioned him by his family name of .^Enobarbus, 
rather than his assumed one of Nero. But much more 
keenly he resented the insulting description of himself as a 
"miserable harper,'* appealing to all about him whether 
they had ever known a better, and offering to stake the 
truth of all the other charges against himself upon the 
accuracy of this in particular. So little even in this instance 
was he alive to the true point of the insult ; not thinking it 
any disgrace, that a Roman emperor should be chiefly known 
to the world in the character of a harper, but only if he should 
happen to be a bad one. Even in those days, however, 
imperfect as were the means of travelling, rebellion moved 
somewhat too rapidly to allow any long interval of security 
80 light-minded as this. One courier followed upon the 
heeift of another, until he felt the necessity for leaving 
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Naples ; and he returned to Home, as the historian says, 
prcetrepidtLS ; by which word, however, according to its 
genuine classical acceptation, we apprehend is not meant 
that he was highly alarmed, but only that he was in a great 
huny. That he was not yet under any real alarm (for he 
trusted in certain prophecies, which, like those made to the 
Scottish tyrant, " kept the promise to the ear, but broke it 
to the sense") is pretty evident from his conduct on reach- 
ing the capital For, without any appeal to the Senate or 
the people, but sending out a few summonses to some men 
of rank, he held a hasty council, which he speedily dis- 
missed, and occupied the rest of the day with experiments 
on certain musical instruments of recent invention, in which 
the keys were moved by hydraulic machineries. He had 
come to Rome, it appeared, merely from a sense of decorum. 
Suddenly, however, arrived news, which fell upon him 
with the shock of a thunderbolt, that the revolt had ex- 
tended to the Spanish provinces, and was headed by Galba. 
Ele fainted upon hearing this ; and falling to the ground, 
iay for a long time lifeless, as it seemed, and speechless. 
U'pon coming to himself again, he tore his robe, struck his 
forehead, and exclaimed aloud that for him all was over. 
In this agony of mind, it strikes across the utter darkness 
of the scene with the sense of a sudden and cheering flash, 
recalling to us the possible goodness and fidelity of human 
nature — ^when we read that one humble creature adhered 
to him, and, according to her slender means, gave him con- 
solation during these trying moments ; this was the woman 
who had tended his infant years ; and she now recalled to 
his remembrance such instances of former princes in adver- 
sity, as appeared fitted to sustain his drooping spirits. It 
seems, however, that, according to the general course of 
violent emotions, the rebound of high spirits was in propor- 
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tion to his first despondency. He omitted nothing of bia 
usual luxuiy or self-indulgenoe, and even found spirits for 
going incognito to the theatre, where he took sufficient 
interest in the public performances, to send a message to a 
favourite actor. At times, even in this hopeless situation, 
his native ferocity returned upon him, and he was believed 
to have framed plans for removing all his enemies at once 
— the leaders of the rebellion, by appointing successors to 
their offices, and secretly sending assassins to despatch their 
persons ; the senate, by poison at a great banquet ; the 
Gaulish provinces, by delivering them up for pillage to the 
army ; the city, by again setting it on fire, whilst, at the 
same time, a vast number of wild beasts was to have been 
turned loose upon the unarmed populace, for the double 
purpose of destroying them, and of distracting their atten- 
tion from the fire. But, as the mood of his frenzy changed, 
these sanguinary schemes were abandoned (not, however, 
under any feelings of remorse, but from mere despair of 
effecting them), and on the same day, biU after a Itucurums 
dinner, the imperial monster grew bland and pathetic in 
his ideas; he would proceed to the rebellious army; he 
would present himself unarmed to their view ; and would 
recall them to their duty by the mere spectacle of his tears. 
Upon the pathos with which he would weep he was resolved 
to rely entirely. And having received the guilty to his 
mercy without distinction, upon the following day he would 
unite his joy with their joy, and would chant hymns of 
victory (epimda), " which, hj the way," said he, suddenly, 
breaking off to his favourite pursuits, " it is necessary that 
I should immediately compose." This caprice vanished like 
the rest ; and he made an effort to enlist the slaves and 
citizens into his service, and t.o raise by extortion a large 
nrilitary chest. But in the midst of these vacillating pur- 
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poses fresh tidings surprised him ; other armies had revolted, 
and the rebellion was spreading contagiously. This con- 
summation of his alarms leached him at dinner ; and the 
expressions of his angry fears took even a soenical air ; he 
tore the despatches, upset the table, and dashed to pieces 
upon the ground two crystal beakers, which, from the 
sculptures that adorned them, had a high value as works 
of art, even in the Aurea Damtu. 

He now took steps for flight; and, sending forward com- 
missioners to prepare the fleet at Ostia for his reception, 
he tampered with such officers of the army as were at hand, 
to prevail upon them to accompany his retreat. But all 
showed themselves indisposed to such schemes, and some 
flatly refused. Upon which he turned to other counsels ; 
sometimes meditating a flight to the King of Parthia, or 
even to throw himself on the mercy of (ralba ; sometimes 
inclining rather to the plan of venturing into the forum in 
mourning apparel, begging pardon for all past offences, and, 
as a last resource, entreating that he might receive the 
appointment of Ilgyptian prefect This plan, however, he 
hesitated to adopt, from some apprehension that he should 
be torn to pieces on his road to the forum ; and, at all 
events, he concluded to postpone it to the following day. 
Meantime events were now hurrying to their catastrophe, 
which for ever anticipated that intention. His hours were 
numbered, and the closing scene was at hand. 

Becord there is not amongst libraries of man, libraries 
that stretch into infinity like the armies of Xerxes, of a 
human agony distilling itself through moments and pulses 
of intermitting misery so cruel, and into such depths of 
darkness descending from such glittering heights. In the 
middle of the night he was aroused from slmnber with tlie 
intelligence that the military guard, who did duty at the 
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palace, had all quitted their posts. Upon this the iinhappy 
prince leaped from his couch, never again to taste the 
liixuiy of sleep, and despatched messengers to his friends. 
No answers were returned ; and upon that he went per- 
sonally with a small retinue to their hotels. But he found 
their doors everywhere closed; and all his importunities 
could not avail to extort an answer. Sadly and slowly he 
returned to his own bed-chamber; bat there again he found 
fresh instances of desertion, which had occurred during his 
short absence ; the pages of his bed-chamber had fled, carry- 
ing with them the coverlids of the imperial bed, which 
were probably inwrought with gold thread, and even a 
golden box, in which Nero had on the preceding day depo- 
sited poison prepared against the last extremity. Wounded 
to the heart by this general perfidy, and by some special 
case, no doubt, of ingratitude, such as would probably 
enough be signalized in the flight of his personal favourites, 
he called for a gladiator of the household to come and de- 
spatch him. But none appearing — " What ! " said he, 
" have I neither friend nor foe T' This pretty little epi- 
grammatic query we suspect to be the manufacture of the 
rhetorician, in after days, embroidering the case at his 
leisure. For the honour of human nature, we rejoice that 
one man in Home was capable of gratitude and stem 
fidelity. Else the poor nurse would have placed our 
rascaUy sex at a discount. And so saying, or perhaps not 
saying, he ran towards the Tiber, with the purpose of 
drowning himself. But that paroxysm, like all the rest, 
proved transient ; and he expressed a wish for some hiding- 
place, or momentary asylum, in which he might collect his 
unsettled spirits, and fortify his wandering resolution. 
Such a retreat was offered to him by his Itberttis Fhaon^ in 
his own rural villa, about four miles distant from Rome. 
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This offer waa accepted ; and the emperor, without ftirther 
preparation than that of throwing over his person a short 
mantle of a dusky hue, and enveloping his head and face 
in a handkerchief, mounted his horse, and left Borne with 
four attendants. It was still night, but probably verging 
towards the early dawn ; and even at that hour the im- 
perial party met some travellers on their way to Rome 
(coming up, no doubt,* on law business), who said, as 
they passed, " These men, doubtless, are in chase of Nero.** 
Two other incidents, of an interesting nature, are recorded 
of this short but memorable ride ; at one point of the 
]*oad, the shouts of the soldiery assailed their ears from the 
neighbouring encampment of Gralba. They were probably 
then getting under arms for their final march to take pos- 
session of the palace. At another point, an accident 
occurred of a more ominous kind, but so natural and so 
well circumstantiated, that it serves to verify the whole 
narrative ; a dead body was lying on the road, at which 
the emperor*s horse started so violently as nearly to dis- 
mount his rider ; the difficulty of the moment compelled 
the emperor to drop the hand which held up the handker- 
chief ; so that with the suddenness of a theatrical surprise 
his features were exposed. Only for a moment was this 
exposure ; but a moment was sufficient Precisely at this 
critical moment it happened that an old half-pay officer 
passed, recognised the emperor, and saluted him. Perhaps 
it was with some purpose of applying a remedy to this un- 
fortunate rencontre, that the party dismounted at a point 

* At this early hour, witnesses, sureties, &c., and all concerned in 
*he law courts, came up t.o Rome from villas, country towns, &c. 
Hut no ordinary call existed to summon travellers in the opposite 
direction ; which accounts for the comment of the travellers on the 
errand of Nero and his attendactn. 
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irhere several roads met, and turned their horses adrift, to 
graze at will amongst the fiirze and brambles. Their own 
purpose was, to make their way to the back of the villa ; 
but, to accomplish that, it was necessary that they should 
first cross a plantation of reeds, from the peculiar marshy 
state of which they found themselves obliged to cover suc- 
cessively each space upon which they trode with parts of 
their dress, in order to gain any supportable footing. In 
this way, and contending with such hardships, they reached 
at length the postern side of the villa. Here we must 
suppose that there was no regular ingress ; for, after wait- 
ing until an entrance was pierced, it seems that the emperor 
could avail himself of this entrance in no more dignified 
posture, than by creeping through the hole on his hands 
and feet (qriadrupes per angustias recepttu). 

Now, then, after such anxiety, alarm, and hardship, 
Nero had reached a quiet rural asylum. But for the un- 
fortunate concurrence of his horse's alarm with the passing 
of the soldier, he might perhaps have counted on the respite 
of a day or two in this noiseless and obscure abode. But 
what a habitation for him who was yet ruler of the world 
in the eye of law, and even de facto wajs so, had any fatal 
accident befallen his aged competitor ! The room in which 
(as the one most removed from notice and suspicion) he had 
secreted himself, was a cella, or little sleeping-closet of a 
slave, furnished only with a miserable pallet and a coarse 
rug. Here lay the founder and possessor of the Gk)lden 
House, too happy if he might hope for the peaceable i)os- 
session even of this miserable crypt. But that, he knew 
too well, was impossible. Could he ever have believed it 
possible ) A rival pretender to the empire was like the 
pla^e of fire — ^as dangerous in the shape of a single spark 
left unextinguished, as in that of a prosperous conflagration. 
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But a few brief sands yet reinained to run *n the emperor's 
hour-glass ; much variety of degradation or suffering seemed 
scarcely within the possibilities of his situation, or within 
the compass of the time. Yet, as though Providence had 
decreed that his humiliation should pass through every 
shape and stage, and speak by eveiy expression which came 
home to his understanding, or was intelligible to his senses, 
even in these few moments he was attacked by hunger and 
thirst. No other bread could be obtained (or, perhaps, if 
the emperor's presence were concealed from the household, 
it was not safe to raise suspicion by calling for better) than 
that which was ordinarily given to slaves, coarse, black, 
and, to a palate so luxurious, doubtless disgusting. This 
accordingly he rejected ; but a little tepid water he drank 
After which, with the haste of one who fears that he may 
be prematurely interrupted, but otherwise, with all the re- 
luctance which we may imagine, and which his streaming 
tears proclaimed, he addressed himself to the last labour in 
which he supposed himself to have any interest on this 
earth — ^that of digging a grave. Measuring a space adjusted 
to the proportions of his person, he inquired anxiously for 
any loose fragments of marble, such as might suffice to line 
it. He requested also to be furnished with wood and 
water, as the materials for the last sepulchral rites. And 
these labours were accompanied, or continually interrupted 
by tears and lamentations, or by passionate ejaculations on 
the blindness of fortune, in suffering so divine a musical 
artist to be thus violently snatched away, and on the calami- 
tous fate of musical science, which then stood on the brink 
of so dire an eclipse. In these moments he was most truly 
in an o/gony^ according to the original meaning of that 
word ; for the conflict was great between two master prin- 
ciples of his nature : on the one hand, he clung with the 
d2 
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Keakuess of a girl to life, even in that miserable shape to 
which it had now sunk ; and like the poor malefactor, with 
whose last struggles Prior had so atrociously amused himself, 
< he often took leave, but was loth to depart' Yet, on the 
other hand, to resign his life very speedily, seemed his only 
chance for escaping the contumelies, perhaps the tortures, 
of his enemies ; and, above all other considerations, for 
making sure of a burial, and possibly of burial rites ; tc 
want which, in the judgment of the ancients, was the last 
consummation of misery. Thus occupied and thus dis- 
tracted — sternly attracted to the grave by his creed, hide- 
ously repelled by infirmity of nature — ^he was suddenly in- 
terrupted by a coiuier with letters for the master of the 
house ; letters, and from Rome ! What was their import ? 
That was soon told : briefly that Nero was adjudged to be 
a public enemy by the base sycophantic Senate, and that 
official orders were issued for apprehending him, in order 
that he might be brought to condign punishment according 
to the method of ancient precedent. Ancient precedent ! 
more majorum! And how was that? eagerly demanded the 
emperor. He was answered that the state criminal in 
such cases was first stripped naked, then impaled as it were 
between the prongs of a pitchfork, and in that condition 
scourged to death. Horror-struck with this account, he drew 
forth two poniards, or short swords, tried their edges, and 
then, in utter imbecility of purpose, returned them to their 
scabbards, alleging that the destined moment had not yet 
arrived. Then he called upon Sporus, the infamous partner 
m his former excesses, to commence the funeral anthem. 
Others, again, he besought to lead the way in dying, and to 
sustain him by the spectacle of their example. But this 
puipose alBO he dismissed in the very moment of utterance ; 
and turning away despairingly, he apostrophizea himself in 
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woicIb repruachful or animating, now taxing his nature with 
infirmity of purpose, now calling on himself by name, with 
abjurations to remember his dignity, and to act worthily of 
his station : ov irpeirei "Neptavi, cried he ; ov w/jcirci* vri<f>€iv 
5^1 cv Tois ToiovTOLs' aft, cy€ip€ aeavTov — *. tf., Fie, fie, then, 
Nero ! this is not becoming to Nero. In such extremities a 
man should be wide awake. Up, then, and rouse thyself 
to action. 

Thus, and in similar efforts to master the weakness of his 
reluctant nature — ^weakness which would extort pity from 
the severest minds, were it not from the odious connexion 
which in him it had with cruelty the most merciless — did 
this unhappy prince, Jam non salutis spem sed exitii solor 
Hum qttcerenSj no longer looking for any hope of deliver- 
ance, but simply for consolation in his ruin, consume the 
flying moments, until at length his ears caught the fatal 
sounds or echoes from a body of horsemen riding up to the 
villa. These were the officers charged with his arrest ; and 
if he should fall into their hands alive, he knew that his 
last chance was over for liberating himself, by a Boman 
death, from the burden of ignominious life, and from a lin- 
gering torture. He paused from his restless motions, listened 
attentively, then repeated a line from Homer — 

*Iinrci;v fi (bKutrddcaw d/jxpl icnihros oUara jSdXXeC 

(The resounding tread of swift-footed horses reverberates 
upon my ears) ; then under some momentary impulse of 
courage, gained perhaps by figuring to himself the bloody 
populace rioting upon his mangled body, yet even then 
needing the auxiliary hand and vicarious courage of his 
private secretary, the feeble-hearted prince stabbed himself 
in the throat. The wound, however, was not such as to cause 
instant death. He was still breathing, and not quite speech- 
less, when the centurion who commanded the party entered 
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the closet ; and to this officer, who uttered a few hollow 
words of encouragement, he was still able to make a brief 
reply. But in the very effort of speaking lie expired, and 
with an expression of horror impressed upon his stiffened 
features, which communicated a sympathetic horror to all 
beholders. 

Such was the too memorable tragedy which closed for 
ever the brilliant line of the Julian family, and translated 
the august title of Csssar from its original purpose as a pro- 
per name to that of an official designation. It is the most 
striking instance upon record of a dramatic and extreme 
vengeance overtaking extreme guilt ; for, as Kero had 
exhausted the utmost possibilities of crime, so it may be 
affirmed that he drank off the cup of suffering to the very 
extremity of what his peculiar nature allowed. And in no 
life of 80 short a duration, have there ever been crowded 
equal extremities of gorgeous prosperity and abject infamy. 
It may be added, as another striking illustration of the rapid 
mutability and revolutionary excesses which belonged to 
what has been properly called the Eoman stratocracy 
or martial despotism then disposing of the world, that 
within no very great succession of weeks that same victorious 
rebel, the Emperor Galba, at whose feet Nero had been self- 
immolated, was laid a murdered corpse m the same identical 
cell which had witnessed the lingering agonies of his un- 
happy victim. This was the act of an emancipated slave, 
anxious, by a vindictive insult to the remains of one prince, 
to place on record his gratitude to another. " So runs the 
world away ! " And in this striking way is retribution some 
times dispensed. 

In the sixth CsBsar terminated the Julian line. Thf 
three next princes in the succession were personally imin 
tercstingj and, with a sli^cht reserve in favour of Otho 
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whofie motives for committing suicide (if truly reported) 
argue great nobility of mind,* were even brutal in the 
tenor of their lives and monstrous ; besides that the extreme 
brevity of their several reigns (all three, taken coi^junctly, 
having held the supreme power for no more than twelve 
months and twenty days) dismisses them from all effectual 
station or right to a separate notice in the line of Caesars. 
Coming to the tenth in the succession, Vespasian, and his 
two sons, Titus and Domitian, who make up the list oi 
the twelve Caesars, as they are usually called, we find 
matter for deeper political meditation and subjects of 
curious research. But these emperors would be more 
properly classed with the five who succeed them — Nerva, . 
Tnijan, Hadrian, and the two Antonines ; after whom 
comes the young ruffian, Commodus, another Caligula 
or Nero, from whose short and infamous reign Gibbon 
takes up his tale of the decline of the empire. And 
this classification would probably have prevailed, had not 
the very curious work of Suetonius, whose own life and 
period of observation determined the series and cyde of 
his subjects, led to a different distribution. But as it is 
evident that, in the succession of the first twelve Caesars, 
the six latter have no connexion whatever by descent, 
collaterally, or otherwise, with the six first, it would be a 
more logical distribution to combine them according to the 
fortunes of the state itself, and the succession of its pros- 
perity through the several stages of splendour, declension, 
revival, and final decay. Under this arrangement, the first 

* We may add that the unexampled public grief which followed the 
death of Otho, exceeding even that which followed the death of Ger- 
manicusi and causing several officers to commit suicide, implies some 
remarkable goodness in this prince, and a very unusual power of 
oonciliating attachment. 
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seventeen would belong to the first stage ; Conimodus would 
open the second ; Aurelian down to Gonstantine or Julian 
would fill the third; and Jovian t«i Augustulus would 
bring up the melancholy rear. Meantime it will be pro- 
per, after thus briefly throwing our eyes over the monstrous 
atrocities of the early Csesars, to spend a few lines in ex- 
amaning their origin, and the circunistances which favoured 
their growth. For a mere hunter after hidden or forgotten 
singularities ; a lover on their own account of all strange 
perversities and freaks of nature, whether in action, taste, 
or opinion ; for a collector and amateur of misgrowths and 
abortions; for a Suetonius, in short, it may be quite 
enough to state and to arrange his cabinet of specimens 
from the marvellous in human nature. But certainly in 
modem times, any historian, however little affecting the 
praise of a philosophic investigator, would feel himself 
called upon to remove a little the taint of the strange and 
preternatural which adheres to such anecdotes, by entering 
into the psychological grounds of their possibility ; whether 
lying in any peculiarly vicious education, early familiarity 
with bad models, corrupting associations, or other plausible 
key to effects, which, taken separately, and out of their 
natural connexion with their explanatory causes, are apt 
rather to startle and revolt the feelings of sober thinkers. 
Except, perhaps, in some chapters of Italian history, as, for 
example, among the most profligate of the Papal houses, 
and amongst some of the Florentine princes, we find hardly 
any parallel to the atrocities of Caligula and Nero ; nor 
indeed was Tiberius much (if at all) behind them, though 
otherwise so wary and cautioua in his conduct. The same 
tenor of licentiousness beyond the needs of the individual, 
the same craving after the monstrous and the stupendous 
in guilt, is continually emerging in succeeding emperors — 
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in YitelliaSy in Domitian, in Commodusy in Caracalla — 
everywhere, in short, where it was not overruled by one of 
two causes, either by original goodness of nature too 
powerful to be mastered by ordinary seductions (and in 
some cases removed from their influence by an early ap- 
prenticeship to camps), or by the terrors of an exemplary 
ruin immediately preceding. For such a determinate ten- 
dency to the enormous and the anomalous, sufficient causes 
must exist. What were they 1 

In the first place, we may observe that the people of 
Rome in that age were generally more corrupt by many 
degrees than has been usually supposed possible. The 
effect of revolutionary times, to relax all modes of moral 
obligation, and to unsettle the moral sense, has been 
well and philosophically stated by Coleridge ; but that 
would hardly account for the utter licentiousness and de- 
pravity of Imperial Bome. Looking back to Bepublicari 
Rome, and considering the state of public morals but 
fifty years before the emperors, we can with difficulty 
believe that the descendants of a people so severe in theii 
habits could thus rapidly degenerate, and that a populace, 
once so hard and masculine, should assume the manners 
which we might expect in the debauchees of Daphne (the 
infamous suburb of Antioch) or of Canopus, into which 
settled the very lees and dregs of the vicious Alexandria. 
Such extreme changes would falsify all that we know of 
human nature ; we might d priori pronounce them im- 
possible; and in fact, upon searching history, we find 
other modes of solving the difficulty. In reality, the 
citizens of Rome were at this time a new race, brought 
together from every quarter of the world, but especially 
from Asia. So vast a proportion of the ancient citizens 
liad been cut off by the sword, and partly to conceal this 
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waste of population, but much more by way of cheaply 
requiting services, or of showing favour, or of acquiring in- 
fluence, slaves had been emancipated in such great multi- 
tudest and afterwards invested with all the rights of citi- 
zens, that, in a single generation, Rome became almost 
transmuted into a baser metal ; the progeny of those whom 
the last generation had purchased from the slave merchants. 
These people derived their stock chiefly from Cappadoda, 
Pontus, &a, and the other populous regions of Asia Minor; 
and hence the taint of Asiatic luxury and depravity, which 
was so conspicuous to all the Romans of the old republican 
austerity. Juvenal is to be understood more literally than 
is sometimes supposed, when he complains that long before 
his time the Orontes (that river which washed the infamous 
capital of Syria) had mingled its impure waters with those 
of the Tiber. And a little before him, Lucan speaks with 
mere historic gravity when he says — 

•* Vivant GhJataeque Syrique 
Gappadoces, Qalliqiie, eztremique orbis Iberi, 
Armenii, Cilices : nam post civUia hella 
Sic Popidus Romaniu erit,"* 

Probably in the time of Nero, not one man in six was of pure 
Roman descent*** And the consequences were answerable. 

* Blackwell, in his Court of AuguLStvs^ vol. i. p. 382, when notic- 
ing these lines, upon occasion of the murder of Cicero, in the final 
proscription under the last triumvirate, comments thus : " Thoee oi 
the greatest and truly Roman spirit had been murdered in the field 
by Julius Caesar ; the rest were now massacred in the city by his son 
and successors ; in their room came Syrians, Cappadocians, Phrygians, 
and other enfranchised slaves from the conquered nations ; '* — *' these 
in half a century had sunk so low, that Tiberius pronounced her very 
senators to be homines ad servUutem natoa — men bom to be slaves." 

f Suetonius indeed pretends that Augustus, personally at least, 
struggled against this ruinous practice — thinking it a matter of the 
highest moment, " Sincerum atque ab omni colluvione peregrini eft 
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Scarcely a family lias come down to our knowledge that 
could not in one generation enumerate a long catalogue of 
divorces within its own contracted circle. Every man had 
married a series of wives ; every woman a series *)f hus- 
bands. Even in the palace of Augustus, who wid^ed to be 
viewed as an exemplar or ideal model of domestic purity, 
every principal member of his family was tainted in that 
way ; himself in a manner and a degree infamous even at 
that time.* For the first four hundred years of Rome, not 
one divorce had been granted or asked, although the statute 
which allowed of this indulgence had always been in force. 
But in the age succeeding to the civil wars, men and women 
** married," says one author, " with a view to divorce, and 

Berviiis sanguinis incorrnptnm servare popnlnm.'' And Horace is 
ready with his flatteries on the same topic, lib. 3, Od. 6. But the 
facts are against them ; for the question is not what Augustus did in 
his own person (which at most could not operate veiy widely except 
by the example), but what he permitted to be done. Now there was 
a practice familiar to those times ; that when a congiary or any other 
popular liberahty was announced, multitudes were enfranchised by 
avaricious masters in order to make them capable of the bounty (as 
citizens), and yet under the condition of transferring to their emanci- 
pators whatsoever they should receive; h^ rhv Svifioffluys hiZofiivoi^ 
aiTb^Xofipdvoyres xard fiijva — ^powi roTs dedibxcun r^w iXev&eplay, 
says Dionysius of Halicamassus, in order that, after receiving the 
com given publicly in every month, they might cany it to those who 
had bestowed upon them their freedom. In a case, then, wnere an 
extensive practice of this kind was exposed to Augustus, and publiciy 
reproved by him, how did he proceed ? Did he reject the new-made 
citizens ? No ; he contented himself with diminishing the propor- 
tion originally destined for ea,ch, so that the same absolute sum being 
distributed among a number increased by the whole amount of the 
new enrolments, of necessity the relative sum for each separately 
was so much less. But this was a remedy applied only to the pecu- 
niary fraud as it would have affected himself. The permanent mis* 
chief to the state went unredressed. 

♦ Part of the story is well known, but not the whole. Tiberius 
Nero, a promising young nobleman, had recently married a veigf 
IC IX. 
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ilivuTced in order to marry. Many of these ^haDges hap- 
pened within the year, especially if the lady had a large 
fortune, which always went back with her, and procured 
her choice of transient husbands." And, '< can one ima. 
gine/' asks the same writer, <<that the fair one who 
changed her husband every quarter, strictly kept her matri- 
monial faith all the three months ] '* Thus the very foun- 
tain of all the ^< household charities " and household virtues 
was polluted. And after that we need little wonder at the 
assassinations, poisonings, and forging of wills, which then 
laid waste the domestic life of the Romans. 

2. A second source of the universal depravity was the 
growing inefficacy of the public religion ; and this arose 
from its disproportion and inadequacy to the intellectual 

splendid beauty. Unfortunately for bim, at the marriage of Octavia 
(sister to Augustus) with Mark Antony, he allowed his young wife, 
then about eighteen, to attend upon the bride. Augustus was deeply 
and suddenly fascinated by her charms, and without further scruple 
sent a message to Nero, intimating that he was in love with his wife, 
and would thank him to resign her. The other, thinking it vain, in 
those days of lawless proscription, to contest a point of this nature 
with one who commanded thirty legions, obeyed the requisition. 
Upon some motive, now unknown, he was persuaded even to degrade 
himself further ; for he actually officiated at the marriage in character 
of father, and gave away to his insolent rival, the insolent beauty, at 
that time six months advanced in pregnancy by himself. These 
humiliating concessions were extoited from him, and yielded (probably 
at the instigation of friends) in order to save his life. In the sequel 
they had the very opposite result ; for be died soon after, and it is 
reasonably supposed of grief and mortification. At the marriage feast, 
an incident occurred which threw the whole company into confusion: 
A little boy, roving from couch to couch among the guests, came at 
length to that in which Livia (the bn'de) was reclining by the side 
of Augustus, whereupon he cried out aloud, — " Lady, what are you 
doing here? You are mistaken — this is not your husband — ^be is 
there " (pointing to Tiberius), " go, go ; arise, lady, and recline beside 
Awn.*' 
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advances of the nation. Religion^ in its very etymology, 
has been held to imply a religatio, th&t is, a reiterated or 
secondary obligation of morals ; a sanction supplementary 
to that of the conscience. Now, for a rude and unculti- 
vated people, the Pagan mythology might not be too gross 

9 

to discharge the main functions of such a religious sanction. 
So long as the understanding could submit to the fables of 
the Pagan creed, so long it was possible that the hopes and 
fears bmlt upon that creed might be practically efficient on 
men's lives and intentions. But when the foundation gave 
way, the whole superstructure of necessity fell to the ground. 
Those who were obliged to reject the ridiculous legends 
which invested the whole of their Pantheon, together with 
the fabulous adjudgers of future punishments, could not but 
dismiss the punishments, which were, in fact, as laughable, 
and as obviously the fictions of human ingenuity, as their 
dispensers. In short, the civilized part of the world in 
those days lay in this dreadful condition ; their intellect had 
far outgrown their religion ; the disproportions between the 
two were at length become monstrous ; and as yet no purer 
or more elevated faith was prepared for their acceptance. 
The case was as shocking as if, with our present intellectual 
needs, we should be unhappy enough to have no creed on 
which to rest the burden of our final hopes and fears, of our 
moral obligations, and of our consolations in misery, except 
the fairy mythology of our nurses. The condition of a 
people so situated, of a people under the calamity of having 
outgrown its religious faith, has never been sufficiently con- 
sidered. It is probable that such a condition has never 
existed before or since that era of the world. The conse- 
quences to Rome were — ^that the reasoning and disputatious 
part of her population took refuge from the painful state of 
doubt in Atheism ; amount the thoughtless and irrefiective 
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the oonfleqnences were chiefly felt in their morals, which 
were thus sapped in their foundation. 

3. A third cause, which from the first had exercised a 
most baleful influence upon the arts and upon literature in 
Rome, had by this time matured its disastrous tendencies 
towards the extinction of the moral sensibilities. This was 
the circus, and the whole machinery, form and substance, 
of the circensian shows, but, far more than the simply 
brutal circus, the inhuman amphitheatre. Why had tragedy 
no existence as a part of the Roman literature ? Because 
— ^and that was a reason which would have sufficed to stifle 
all the dramatic genius of Greece and England — there was 
too much tragedy in the shape of gross reality, almost daily 
before their eyes. The amphitheatre extinguished the theatre. 
How was it possible that the fine and intellectual grie& of 
the drama should win their way to hearts seared and ren- 
dered callous by the continual exhibition of scenes the most 
hideous, in which human blood was poured out like water, 
and a human life sacrificed at any moment either to caprice 
in the populace, or to a strife of rivalry between the ayes 
and the ruyea, or as the penalty for any trifling instance of 
awkwardness in the gladiator himself? Even the more 
innocent exhibitions, in which brutes only were the suf- 
ferers, could not but be mortal to all the finer sensibilities. 
Five thousand wild animals, torn from their native abodes 
in the wilderness or forest, were often turned out to be 
hunted, or for mutual slaughter, in the course of a single 
exhibition of this nature \ and it sometimes happened (a 
fact which of itself proclaims the course of the public pro- 
pensities), that the person at whose expense the shows were 
exhibited, by way of paying special court to the people and 
meriting their favour, in the way most conspicuously open 
to him, issued orders that all, without a solitary exception, 
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should be slaughtered. He made it kuowu, as the very 
highest gratification which the case allowed, that (in the 
language of our modem auctioneers) the whole, << without 
reserve," shoidd perish before their eyes. Even such spec- 
tacles must have hardened the heart, and blunted the more 
delicate sensibilities ; but these would soon cease to stimu- 
late the pampered and exhausted sense. From the combats 
of tigers or leopards, in which the passions of the contend- 
ing brutes could only be gathered indirectly, and by way of 
inference from the motions, the transition must have been 
almost inevitable to those of men, whose nobler and more 
varied passions spoke directly, and by the intelligible lan- 
guage of the eye, to human spectators ; and from the fre- 
quent contemplation of these authorized murders, in which 
a whole people, women* as much as men, and children 
intermingled with both, looked on with leisurely indijfference, 
with anxious exi)ectation, or with rapturous delight, whilst 
below them were passing the direct revelations of human 
agony, and not seldom its dying pangs, it was impossible to 
expect a result different from that which did in fact take 
place — ^universal hardness of heart, obdurate depravity, and 
a twofold degradation of human nature, which acted simul- 

* Aagostas, indeed, strove to exclude the women from one part of 
the circensian spectacles; and what was that? Simply from the 
sight of the AtJUetoB^ as being naked. But that they should witness 
the pangs of the dying gladiators, he deemed quite allowable. The 
smooth barbarian considered, that a license of the first sort offended 
against decorum, whilst the other yiolated only the sanctities of the 
human heart, and the whole sexual character of women. It is our 
opinion, that to the brutalizing effect of these exhibitions we are to 
ascribe not only the early extinction of the Boman drama, but gene- 
rally the inferiority of Rome to Greece in every department of the fine 
arts. The fine temper of Boman sensibility, which no culture could 
have brought to the level of the Grecian, was thus dulled for every 
applicatiuo. 
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taneonsly upon the two pillan of morality (otherwise not 
often assailed together), of natoral senrabilitj in the first 
place, and, in the aeoond, of oonadentions principle. 

4. Bat these were circiimstanoes which applied to the 
whole population indiscriminately. Superadded to these, 
in the case of the emperor, aod affecting him exclusiTely, 
was this prodigioQs disadvaatage — ^that all ancient reve- 
renoe for the immediate witnesses of his actions, and for 
the people and senate who would under other circumstances 
have exercised the old functions of the censor, was, as to 
the emperor, pretty nearly obliterated. The very title of 
imperator^ from which we have derived our modern one of 
emperoTy proclaims the nature of the goyemment, and the 
tenure of that office. It was a merely military title, not 
popular or democratic by the smallest trace, but exclusively 
eagtreruian ; and, if bom in camps, necessaiily the gift of 
a rude and perhaps wicked soldiery, trained in licentious 
habits, and often by the coercion of their situation, robbers 
and ruffians. The government of an imperator was there- 
fore purely a government by the sword, or permanent 
stratocracy having a moveable head. Never was there a 
people who inquired so impertinently as the Romans into 
the domestic conduct of each private citizen. No rank 
escaped this jealous vigilance ; and private liberty, even in 
the most indifferent circiunstances of taste or expense, was 
sacrificed to this inquisitorial rigour of surveillance exercised 
on behalf of the State, sometimes by erroneous patriotism, 
too often by malice in disguise. To this spirit the highest 
public officers were obliged to bow ; the consuls, not less 
than others. And even the occasional dictator, if by law 
irresponsible, acted nevertheless as one who knew that any 
change which depressed his party, might eventually abro- 
gate his privilege. For the first time in the pei-son of an 
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iniperator was seen a supreme autocrat, who had virtually 
and effectively all the irresponsibility which the law as- 
signed, and the origin of his office presumed. Satisfied to 
know that he possessed such power, Augustus, as much 
from natural taste as policy, was glad to dissemble it, and 
by every means to withdraw it from public notice. But he 
had passed his youth as citizen of a republic ; and in the 
state of transition to autocracy, in his office of triumvir, 
had experimentally known the perils of rivalship, and the 
pains of alien control, too feelingly to provoke unneces- 
sarily any sleeping embers of the republican spirit. Tibe- 
rius, though familiar from his infancy with the servile 
homage of a court, was yet modified by the popular temper 
of Augustus; and he came late to the throne. Caligula 
was the first prince on whom the entire effect of his poli- 
tical situation was allowed to operate ; and the natural 
results were seen — ^he was the first absolute monster. He 
must early have seen the realities of his position, and from 
what* quarter it was that any cloud could arise to menace 
his security. To the senate or people any respect which he 
might think proper to pay, must have been imputed by all 
parties to the lingering supei-stitions of custom, to involun- 
tary habit, to court dissimulation, or to the decencies of 
external form, and the prescriptive reverence for ancient 
names. But neither senate nor people could enforce their 
claims, whatever they might happen to be. Their sanction 
and ratifying vote might be worth having, as consecrating 
what was already secure, and conciliating the scruples of 
the weak to the absolute decision of the strong. But 
their resistance, as an original movement, was so wholly 
without hope, that they were seldom weak enough to 
threaten it 

'i'he army was the true successor to their places, being 
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the ultimate depoeitoiy of power. Tet, aa the army was 
neoeaaarily sabdivided, aa the shifting circumBtances upon 
eveiy firontier were continually yarying the strength of the 
several divisions as to numbers and state of discipline, one 
part might be balanced against any other by an imperator 
standing in the centre of the whole. The rigour of the 
military sacrammtum, or oath of allegiance, made it dan- 
gerous to offer the first overtures to rebellion ; and the 
money, which the soldiers were continually depositing in 
the bank, placed at the foot of their military standards, if 
sometimes turned against the emperor, was also liable to 
be sequestrated in his favour. There were then, in hct, 
two great forces in the government acting in and by each 
other — ^the Stratocracy and the Autrocracy. Each needed 
the other ; each stood in awe of each. But, as regarded 
all other forces in the empire, constitutional or irregular, 
popular or senatorial, neither had anything to fear. Under 
any ordinary circumstances, therefore, considering the haz- 
ards of a rebellion, the emperor was substantially liberated 
from all control Vexations or outrages upon the populace 
were not such to the army. It was but rarely that the 
soldier participated in the emotions of the citizen. And 
thus, being effectually without check, the most vicious of 
the CsBsars went on without fear, presuming upon the weak- 
ness in one part of his sulg'ects, and the indifference in the 
other, until he was tempted onwards to atrocities which 
armed against him the common feelings of human nature ; 
so that all mankind, as it were, rose in a body with one 
voice, and apparently with one heart, united by mere force 
of indignant sympathy, to put him down, and * abate' him 
as a monster. But, until he brought matters to this ex- 
tremity, Cs8sar had no cause to fear. Nor was it at all 
certain, in any one instance, where this exemplary chastiae- 
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merit overtook him, that the apparent unanimity of the 
actors went further than the practical conclusion of ' abat- 
ing' the imperial nuisance, or that their indignation had 
settled upon the same ojQfences. In general, the army mea- 
sured the guilt by the public scandal rather than by its 
moral atrocity ; and Csesar suffered perhaps in every case, 
not so much because he had violated his duties, as because 
he had dishonoured his office. 

It is, therefore, in the total absence of the checks which 
have almost universally existed to control other despots, 
under some indirect shape, even where none was provided 
by the laws, that we must seek for the main peculiarity 
affecting the condition of the Roman CsBsar, which pecu- 
liarity it was, superadded to the other three, that finally 
made those three operative in their fullest extent. It is in 
the perfection of the stratocracy that we must look for the 
key to the excesses of the autocrat. Even in the bloody 
despotisms of the Barbaiy States, there has always existed 
in the religious prejudices of the people, which could not be 
violated with safety, one check more upon the caprices of 
the despot than was found at Eome. Upon the whole, 
therefore, what affects us on the first reading as a prodigy 
or anomaly in the frantic outrages of the early Csesars — 
falls within the natural bounds of intelligible human nature, 
when we state the case considerately. Surrounded by a 
population which had not only gone through a most vicious 
and corrupting discipline, and had been utterly ruined by 
the license of revolutionary times, and the bloodiest pro- 
^ scriptions, but had even been extensively changed in its 
very elements, and from the descendants of Eomulus had 
been transmuted into an Asiatic mob ; starting from this 
point, and considering as the second feature of the case, 
that this transfigured people, morally so degenerate, were 
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carried, however, by the progress of civilisation to a certain 
intellectual altitude, which the popular religion had not 
strength to ascend, but from inherent disproportion re- 
mained at the base of the general civilisation, incapable of 
accompanying the other elements in their advance ; thirdly, 
that this polished condition of society, which should natu- 
rally with the evils of a luxurious repose have counted upon 
its pacific benefits, had yet, by means of its circus and its 
gladiatorial contests, applied a constant irritation, and a 
system of provocations to the appetites for blood, such as 
in all other nations are connected with the rudest stages of 
society, and with the most barbarous modes of warfare, nor 
even in such circumstances without many palliatives want- 
ing to the spectators of the amphitheatre ; combining these 
considerations, we have already a key to the enormities and 
hideous excesses of the Roman Imperator. The hot blood 
which excites, and the adventurous courage which accom- 
panies, the excesses of sanguinary warfare, presuppose a 
condition. of the moral nature not to be compared for ma- 
lignity and baleful tendency to the cool and cowardly spirit 
of amateurship, in which the Roman (who might after all 
be an effeminate Asiatic) sat looking down upon the bravest 
of men (Thracians, or other Europeans) mangling each 
other for his recreation. When, lastly, from such a popu- 
lation, and thus disciplined from his nursery days, we sup- 
pose the case of one individual selected, privileged, and 
raised to a conscious irresponsibility, except at the bar of 
one extra-judicial tribunal, not easily irritated, and notori- 
ously to be propitiated by other means than those of upright 
or impartial conduct, we lay together the elements of a situa- 
tion too trying for human nature, and fitted only to the 
faculties of an angel or a demon ; of an angel, if he should 
resist its temptations 3 of a demon, if he should revel in its 
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oppoitunities. Thus interpreted and solved, Caligula and 
Nero become ordinary and almost natural men. 

But, finally, what if after all the worst of the Ctcsars, 
and these in particular, were entitled to the benefit of a 
still more summary and conclusive apology 1 What if, in 
a true medical sense, they were insane ? It is certain that 
a vein of madness ran in the family ; and anecdotes are 
recorded of the three worst, which go far to establish it as a 
fact) and others which would imply it as symptoms preceding 
or accompanying. As belonging to the former class, take 
the following story : At midnight, an elderly gentleman 
suddenly sends round a message to a select party of noble- 
men, rouses them out of bed, and summons them instantly 
to his palace. Trembling for their lives from the sudden- 
ness of the summons, and from the imseasonable hour, and 
scarcely doubting that by some anonymous delator they 
have been denounced as parties to a conspiracy, they hurry 
to the palace, are received in portentous silence by the 
ushers and pages in attendance, are conducted to a saloon, 
where (as everywhere else) the silence of night prevails, 
united with the silence of fear and whispering expectation. 
All are seated ; all look at each other in ominous anxiety. 
Which is accuser ? Which is the accused 1 On whom 
shall their suspicion settle ; on whom their pity ? All are 
silent, almost speechless ; and even the current of their 
thoughts is frost-bound by fear. Suddenly the sound of a 
fiddle is caught from a distance; it swells upon the ear, 
steps approach, and in another moment in rushes the 
elderly gentleman, grave and gloomy as his audience, but 
capering about in a frenzy of excitement. For half an hour 
he continues to perform all possible evolutions of caprioles, 
pirouettes, and other extravagant feats of activity, accom- 
panying himself on the fiddle ; and, at length, not having 
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once looked at his gaests, the elderl7 gentleman whirls out 
of the room in the same transport of emotion with which 
he entered it ; the panic-struck visitors are requested by a 
slave to consider themselves dismissed ; they retire ; resume 
their couches; the nocturnal pageant has ^dislimned" 
and vanished ; and on the following morning,' were it not 
for their concurring testimonies, all would be disposed to 
take this intemiption of their sleep for one of its most fan- 
tastic dreams. The elderly gentleman that figured in this 
delirious pas seul — who was he 9 He was Tiberius Caesar, 
king of kings, and lord of the terraqueous globe. Would 
a British juiy demand better evidence than this of a 
disturbed intellect in any formal process d€ lunatico in- 
quirendo f For Caligula, again, the evidence of symptoms 
is still plainer. He knew his own defect ; and proposed 
going through a course of hellebore ; white hellebore, we 
believe, cultivated in the Mediterranean island of Anticyra 
expressly as a remedy for insanity. Sleeplessness, one 
among the commonest indications of lunacy, haunted him 
in an excess rarely recorded.* The same, or similar facts. 



* No fiction of romance presents so awful a picture of the ideal 
tyrant as that of Caligula bj Suetonius. His palace radiant with 
purple and gold, but murder everywhere lurking beneath flowers; 
his smiles and echoing laughter masking (yet hardly meant to 
mask) his foul treachery of heart ; his hideous and tumultuous dreams, 
his baffled sleep, and his sleepless nights, compose the picture of 
an ^schylus. What a master^s sketch lies in these few lines: 
" Incitabatur insomnio mazime ; neque enim plus tribus horis noc- 
turnis quiescebat; ac ne his placidH quiete, at pavidfi miris rerum 
imaginibus : ut qui inter ceteras pelagi quondam speciem colloquentem 
secum videre visus sit. Ideoque magna parte noctis, vigilisB cuban- 
dique tfiBdio, nunc toro residens, nunc per longissimas portions vagus, 
invocare identidem atque exspectare lucem consueverat :" *.«., But, 
above all, he was tormented with nervous irritation, by sleeplessness ; 
for he ei\joyed not more than three hours of nocturnal repose ; nor 
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miglit be biought forward on behalf of Nero. And thus 
these unfortunate princes, who have so long (and with so 
little investigation of their cases) passed for monsters or for 
demoniac counterfeits of men, would at length be brought 
back within the fold of humanity, as objects rather of pity 
than of abhorrence ; and, when thus reconciled at last to 
our human charities, would first of all be made intelligible 
to our understandings. 

even these in pure untroabled rest, but agitated by phantasmata of 
portentoas augury ; as, for example, upon one occasion among other 
spectral visions he fancied that he saw the Sea, under some definite 
impersonation, conyersing with himself. Hence it was, and from 
this incapacity of sleeping, and from weariness of lying awake, that 
he had fallen into habits of ranging all the night long^hrough the 
palace, sometimes throwing himself on a couch, sometimes wandering 
along the vast corridors, watching for the earliest dawn, and anxiously 
invoking its approach. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The five Caesars, viz., Nerva, Trs^an, Hadrian, and the 
two Antonines, Pius, and his adopted son, Marcus Aurelius, 
who succeeded immediately to the first twelve, were, in sua 
high a sense as their office allowed, patriots. Hadrian is 
perhajMi the first of all whom circumstances permitted to 
show his patriotism without fear. It illustrates at one and 
the same moment a trait in this emperor^s character, and ic 
the Roman habits, that he acquired much reputation for 
hardiness by walking bareheaded. " Never, on any occa- 
sion,*' says one of his memorialists (Dio), << neither in 
summer heat nor in winter's cold, did he cover his head ; 
but, as well in the Celtic snows as in Egyptian heats, he 
went about bareheaded." This anecdote could not fail to 
win the especial admiration of Isaac Casaubon, who lived 
in an age when men believed a hat no less indispensable to 
the head, even within doors, than shoes or stockings to the 
feet. At the time when Isaac Casaubon was writing his 
commentary on the six authors of the AugtLstan History, 
viz., in all likelihood, during the seven last years of Queen 
Elizabeth [1595-1602], no man, gentle or simple, doffed 
his night-cap without donning his hat, which he wore all 
diiy long at home or abroad. His astonishment on the 
occasion is thus expressed: "Tantum est 17 ao-Kiy<rts:" such 
and so mighty is the force of habit and daily use. And 
then he goes on to ask : <<Quis hodie nudum caput radiia 
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soils, aut omnia pemrenti frigori, auait exponere ? — ^Wlio is it 
that now-a-days would dare to expose his uncovered head to 
the solar beams, or to the all-scorching and withering frost 1'* 
Who is it ? dost thou ask, Isaac ; why, pretty nearly every- 
body ; and, amongst others, we ourselves that are writing 
this book ; yes, we and our illustrious friend, Christopher 
North, did for three-and-twenty years walk amongst our 
British lakes and moimtains hatless, and amidst both snow 
and rain, such as Romans did not often experience. We 
were naked, but were not ashamed. Nor in this are we 
altogether singular. But, says Casaubon, the Romans went 
farther ; for they walked about the streets of Rome bare- 
headed,* and never assumed a hat or a cap, a petasiM or a 
galeruSy a Macedonian catisia, or a pileuSy whether Thes- 
salian, Arcadian, or Laconic, unless when they entered upon 
a journey. Nay, some there were, as Massinissa and Julius 
Caesar, who declined even on such an occasion to cover their 
heads. Perhaps, in imitation of these celebrated leaders, it 
might be that Hadrian adopted the same practice, but not 
with the same result ; for to him, either from age or con- 
stitution, this very custom proved the original occasion of 
his last illness. 

Imitation, indeed, was a general principle of action with 
Hadrian, and the key to much of his public conduct ; and 
allowably enough, considering the exemplary lives (in a 
public sense) of some who had preceded him, and the singu- 
lar anxiety with which he distinguished between the lights 
and shadows of their examples. He imitated the great 
Dictator, Julius, in his vigilance of iospection into the civil. 



* And hence we may the better estimate the trial to a Romnn*d 
feelings in the personal deformity of baldness, connected with the 
Roman theory of its caase, for tlie exposure of it was perpetual. 
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not 1^ than the martial police of his times, shaping his 
new regulations to meet abuses as they arosey and strenu- 
ously maintaining the old ones in vigorous operation. As 
respected the army, this was matter of peculiar praise, be- 
cause peculiarly disinterested; for his foreign policy was 
pacific ;* he made no new conquests ; and he retired from 
the old ones of Trsgan, where they coidd not have been 
maintained without disproportionate bloodshed, or a jealousy 
beyond the value of the stake. In this point of his admin- 
istration he took Augustus for his model ; as again in his 
care of the army, in his occasional bounties, and in his 
paternal solicitude for their comforts, he looked rather to the 
example of Julius. Him also he imitated in his affability 
and in his ambitious courtesies ; one instance of which, as 
blending an artifice of political subtlety and simulation with 
a remarkable exertion of memory, it may be well to mention. 
The custom was, in canvassing the citizens of Rome, that 
the candidate should address every voter by his name ; it 
being a fiction of republican etiquette, that every man parti- 
cipating in the political privileges of the State, every man 
who prided himself on possessing the jtu sufragii, must 
be personally known to public aspirants. But, as this was 
impossible, in any literal sense, to men with the ordinary 
endowments of memory, in order to reconcile the pretensions 
of republican hauteur with the necessities of human weak- 
ness, a custom had grown up of relying upon a dass of men, 
called nomenclatorSf whose express business and profession 
it was to make themselves acquainted with the person and 
name of each individual citizen. One of these people accom- 
panied every candidate, and quietly whispered into his ear 

* " Expeditiones sub eo," says Spartian, " grayes nuUiB fuemnt. 
Bella etiam silentio pene transacta." But he does not the less add, 
^ A militibus, propter curam exercitus nimiam, multum amatus est.* 
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the name of each voter as he came in sight. Few, indeed, 
were they who could dispense with the services of such an 
assessor ; for the office imposed a twofold memory, that of 
names and of persons ; and to estimate the immensity of 
the effort, we must recollect that the number of voters often 
far exceeded one quarter of a million. Hadrian, however, 
relied upon his own unprompted powers for the discharge of 
this duty. The very same trial of memory he undertook 
with respect to his own army, in this instance recalling the 
well-known feat, or pretended feat, of !Mithridates. And 
throughout his life he did not once forget the face or name 
of any veteran soldier whom he had ever occasion to notice, 
no matter under what remote climate, or under what differ- 
ence of circumstances. Wonderful is the effect upon soldiers 
of such enduring and separate remembrance, which operates 
always as the most touching kind of personal flattery, and 
which, in every age of the world, since the social sensibilities 
of men have been much developed, military conmianders are 
found to have played upon as the most effectual chord in 
the great system which they modulated ; some few, by a 
lare endowment of nature ; others, as Napoleon Bonaparte, 
by elaborate mimicries of pantomimic art.* 

Other modes he had of winning affection from the army ; 
in particular that, so often practised before and since, of 



* In the true spirit of Parisian mummery, Bonaparte caused letters 
to be written from the War Office, in his own name, to particular 
wldiers of high military reputation in every brigade (whose private 
history he had previously caused to be investigated), alluding circum- 
stantially to the leading facts in their personal or family career ; a 
fnrlongh accompanied this letter, and they were requested to repair 
to Paris, where the emperor anxiously desired to see them, llius 
was the paternal interest expressed, which their leader took in each 
man's fortunes ; and the effect of every such letter, it was not doubted, 
voald diffuse itself through ten thousand other men. 
£2 
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accommodating himself to the strictest ritual of martia, 
discipline and castrensian life. He slept in the open air ; 
or, if he used a tent (papilio), it was open at the sides. He 
ate the ordinary rations of cheese, bacon, &c. ; he used no 
other drink than. that composition of vinegar and water 
known by the name oi poscoj which formed the sole beverage 
allowed through a thousand years in the Boman camps. He 
joined personally in the periodical exercises of the army — 
those even which were trying to the most vigorous youth 
and health : marching, for example, on stated occasions, 
twenty English miles without intermission, in fxxil armour 
and completely accoutred. Luxury of every kind he not only 
interdicted to the soldier by severe ordinances, himself en- 
forcing their execution, but discountenanced it (though else- 
where splendid and even gorgeous in his personal habits) by 
his own continual example. In dress, for instance, he sternly 
banished the purple and gold embroideries, the jewelled 
arms, and the floating draperies so little in accordance 
with the severe character of " war in procincV^ * Hardly 
would he allow himself an ivory hilt to his sabre. The 
same severe proscription he extended to every sort of furni- 
ture, or decorations of art, which sheltered even in the 
bosom of camps those habits of effeminate luxury— so apt 
in all great empires to steal by imperceptible steps from the 
voluptuous palace to the soldier's tent — following in the 
equipage of great leading ofl&cers, or of subalterns highly 
connected. There was at that time a practice prevailing, 
in the great standing camps on the several frontiers, and at 

* " Warin procinct:^^ — A phrase oi'^AWUivCsmParadUe Begained 
which strikingly illustrates bis love of Latin phraseology ; for, unless 
to a scholar, previously acquainted with the Latin phrase of in pro- 
dnotUf it is so absolutely unintelligible as to interrupt the curreut of 
the feeling. 
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all the military stations, of renewing as much as possible 
the image of distant Rome by the erection of long colonnades 
and piazzas — single, double, or triple ; of crypts, or subter- 
ranean saloons * (and sometimes subterranean galleries and 
corridors), for evading the sultry noontides of July and 
August; of Terdant cloisters or arcades, with roofs high oyer- 
arched, constructed entirely out of flexile shrubs, box, myrtle, 
and others, trained and trimmed in regular forms ; besides 
endless other applications of the topiary art,t which in 
those days (like the needlework of Miss Linwood:^ in our 
3wn), though no more than a mechanic craft, in some mea- 

* "On/pU:" — ^These, whicli Spartian, in his life of Hadrian, deno- 
minates simply crj/ptcBj are the same which, in the Roman jurispru- 
dence, and in the architectural works of the Romans, yet surviving, 
nre termed hypogcea deamhulationea, i.e. subterranean parades. Yitru- 
vius treats of this luxurious class of apartments in connexion with 
the Apothecas, and other repositories or store-rooms, which were also 
in many cases under ground, for the same reason as our ice-houses, 
wine-cellars, &c. He (and from him Pliny and ApoUonaris Sidonius) 
calls them crypta-porticus (cloistral colonnades); and Ulpiau calls 
them refuffia (sanctuaries, or places of refuge) ; St. Ambrose notices 
them under the name of hypogcea and umhroea penetralia, as the 
resorts of voluptuaries : Luxurioaorum est, says he, hypogcea qucerere 
— captarUium frigus cestivitm; and again he speaks of deaidiogi qui 
ignava tmb terria agant otia. 

+ " T/ie topiary art:" — So called, as Salmasius thinks, from Ttymftop, 
a rope; because the process of construction was conducted chiefly by 
means of cords and strings. This art was much practised in the 17th 
century ; and Casaubon describes one which existed in his early days 
somewhere in the suburbs of Paris, on so elaborate a scale, that it 
represented Troy besieged, with the two hosts, their several leaders, 
and all other objects in their full proportion.. 

X "Misa Linwood:'^ — Alas ! Fuit Ilium ; and it has actually become 
necessary, in a generation that knew not Joseph, that we should tell 
the reader who was Miss Linwood. For many a long year between 
1800 and perhaps 1835 or 1840, she had in Leicester Square, London, 
a most gorgeous exhibition of needlework — arras that by its exqui- 
utc effects, rivalled the works of mighty i>aintcr8. 
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8u?e realized tbe effects of a fine art by the perfect skill of 
its execution. All these modes of luxiuy, with a policy that 
had the more merit as it thwarted his own private inclina- 
tions, did Hadrian peremptorily abolish ; perhaps amongst 
other more obvious purposes, seeking to intercept the earliest 
buddings of those local attachments which are as injurious 
to the martial character (for the soldier's vocation obliges 
him to consider himself eternally under marching orders), as 
they are propitious to all the best interests of society in 
connexion with the feelings of civic life. 

We dwell upon this prince not without reason in connec- 
tion with this particular distinction, t.e., the discipline of the 
army. Thb, which since the period of Augustus had been 
drooping through the neglect of preceding emperors, Had- 
rian by personal efforts re-established ; for, amongst the 
Caesars, Hadrian stands forward in high relief as a reformer 
of the army. Well and truly it might be said of him 
that, post Ccesarem Octavianum lahantem disdplinam, 
incurid superiorum principum^ ipse retinuit. Not content 
with the cleansings and purgations we have mentioned, he 
placed upon a new footing the whole tenure, duties, and 
pledges, of military offices.* It cannot much surprise us 
that this department of the public service should gradually 
have gone to ruin or decay. Under the senate and people, 
under the auspices of those awful symbols — ^letters more 

* Very remarkable it is, and a fact which speaks volumes as to 
the democratic constitution of the Roman army, in the midst of that 
aristocracy which enveloped its parent state in a civil sense, that 
although there was a name for a common soldier (or sentinel, as he 
was termed by our ancestors) — viz., miles gregarius, or miles mani- 
ptdaris — there was none for an officer; that is to say, each severa] 
rank of officers had a name ; but there was no generalization to ex- 
press the idea of an officer abstracted from its several species or 
chisses : a fact almost incredible I 
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significant and ominous than ever before had troubled the 
eyes of man, except upon Belshazzar's wall — S. P. Q. R., 
the officers of the Eoman army had been kept true to their 
duties by emulation and a healthy ambition. But, when 
the ripeness of corruption had by dissolviDg the body of 
the State brought out of its ashes a new mode of life, and 
had recast the aristocratic republic, by aid of its democratic 
elements then suddenly victorious, into a pure autocracy — 
whatever might be the advantages in other respects of this 
great change, in one point it had certainly injured the pub- 
lic service, by throwing the higher military appointments, 
all in fact which conferred any authority, into the channels 
tf court favour — and by consequence into a mercenary dis- 
yiosaL Each successive emperor had been too anxious for 
his own immediate security, to find leisure for the remoter 
interests of the empire ; the Imperium was lost sight of 
in the Imperator ; all looked to the army, as it were, for 
their own immediate security against competitors, without 
venturing to tamper with its constitution, to risk popularity 
by reforming abuses, to balance present interest against a 
remote one, or to cultivate the public welfare at the hazard 
of their own : contented with obtaining this last, they left 
the internal arrangements of so formidable a body in that 
condition to which circumstances had brought it, and to 
which natui*ally the views of all existing beneficiaries had 
gradually adjusted themselves. What these might be, and 
to what further results they might tend, was a matter of 
moment doubtless to the empire. But the empire was 
strong j if its motive energy for going ahead was decaying, 
its vis inertioe for resistance was for ages enormous : whilst 
the emperor was always in the beginning of his authority 
weak, and pledged by instant interest, no less than by ex- 
press promises, to the support of that body whose favour 
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bad Bubetantially supported himsel£ Hadrian was the fiiiBt 
who turned his attention effectually in the counter direc- 
tion ; whether it were that he first was struck with the 
tendency of the abuses ; or that he valued the hazard less 
which he inciurred in correcting them ; or that, having no 
successor of his own blood, he had a less personal and 
affecting interest at stake in setting this hazard at defiance. 
Hitherto, the highest regimental rank, that of tribune, had 
been disposed of in two ways, either civilly upon popular 
favour and election, or upon the express recommendation 
of the soldiery. This custom had prevailed under the re- 
public, and the force of habit had availed to propagate that 
practice under a new mode of government. But now were 
introduced new regulations : the tribune (or colonel com- 
mandant) was selected for his military qualities and ex- 
perience : none was appointed to this important office, 
" nisi barbd plend.*' The centurion's truncheon * (his vitis 
or vine-tree cane or cudgel with which he cudgelled the five 
or six hundred men under his command), again, was given 
to no man, " nid robusto et bonce famce." The arms and 
military appointments (supellectUis) were revised ; the 



* Vitis : and it deserves to be mcDtioned, that this staff, or cudgel, 
which was the official engine and cognizance of the centurion's 
dignity, was meant expressly to be used in caning or cudgelling the 
inferior soldiers : " propterea vitis in manum data," says Salmasias, 
" verheirando scilicet militi qui deHqvissetf^ — ^For that very reason a 
vine-tree cane or wand was furnished to the head, viz., for the pur- 
pose of cudgelling any soldier trespassing. We are no patrons of 
corporal chastisement, which, on the contraiy, as the vilest of degra- 
dations to all nobility of feeling, we abominate more vehemently, as 
the Homeric Achilles says of lying, than the gates of hell. Th« 
soldier who does not feel himself dishonoured by it is already dis- 
honoured beyond hope or redemption. But still let this degradatioo 
not be mendaciously imputed to the English army exclusively. 
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register of names was duly caUed over ; and none suffered 
to remain in the camps who was either above or below the 
military age. The same vigilance and jealousy were ex- 
tended to the great stationary stores and repositories of 
biscuit, vinegar, and other equipments for the soldiery. All 
things were in constant readiness in the capital and the 
provinces, in the garrisons and camps, abroad and at home, 
to meet the outbreak of a foreign war or a domestic sedi- 
tion. Whatever were the service, it could by no possibility 
find Hadrian unprepared. And he first, in fact, of all the 
Caesars, restored to its ancient republican standard, as re- 
formed and perfected by Marius, the old martial discipUne 
of the Scipios and the Paulli — ^that discipUne, to which, 
more than to any physical superiority of her soldiery, Rome 
had been indebted for her conquest of the earth ; and 
which had inevitably decayed in the long series of wars 
growing out of personal ambition. From the days of 
Marius, every great leader had sacrificed to the necessities 
of courting favour from the troops, as much as was possible 
of the hardships incident to actual service, and as much 
as he dared of the once rigorous discipline. Hadrian first 
found himself in circumstances, or was the first who had 
courage enough, to decline a momentary interest in favour 
of a greater in reversion ; and a personal object which was 
but transient, in exchange for a state one that was con- 
tinually revolving. 

For a prince, with no children of his own, it is in any 
sa&e a task of peculiar delicacy to select a successor. In 
the Roman empire the diflSculties were much aggravated 
The interests of the State w:ere, in the firat place, to be 
consulted ; for a mighty burthen of responsibility rested 
upon the emperor in the most personal sense. Duties of 
every kind fell to his station, which, from the peculiar con- 
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Btitution of the government, and from drcumstances rooted 
in the very origin of the imperatorial office, could not be 
devolved upon a ooundL Ooundl there was none, that 
could be recognised as such in the State machinery. The 
emperor, himself a sacred and sequestered creature, might 
be supposed to enjoy the secret tutelage of the Supreme 
Deity ; but a council, composed of subordinate and re- 
sponsible agents, could not Again, the auspices of the 
emperor, and his edicts, apart even from any celestial or 
supernatural inspiration, simply as emanations of his own 
consecrated character, had a value and a sanctity which 
could never belong to those of a council, or to those even 
which had been sullied by the breath of any less august 
reviser. The emperor, therefore, or — as with a view to his 
BoUtory and unique character we ought to caU him— in the 
original irrepresentable term, the imperator, could not dele- 
gate his duties, or execute them in any avowed form by 
proxies or representatives. He was himself the great 
fountain of law, of honour, of preferment, of civil and 
political regulations. He was the fountain also of good 
and evil fame. He was the great chancellor, or supreme 
dispenser of equity to all climates, nations, and languages, 
of his mighty dominions, which connected the turbaned 
races of the Orient, and those who sat in the gates of the 
rising sun, with the islands of the West, and the unfathomed 
depths of the mysterious Scandinavia. He was the uni- 
versal guardian of the public and private interests which 
composed the great edifice of the social system as then ex- 
isting amongst his subjects. Above all, and out of his 
own private purse, he supported the heraldries of his 
dominions — ^the peerage, senatorial or praetorian, and the 
great gentry or chivalry of the Equites. These were classes 
who would have been dishonoured by the censorship of a 
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I(>3s angost comptroller. And for the classes below these, 
by how much they were lower and more remote from 
his ocular superintendence, by so much the more were 
they linked to him in a connexion of absolute dependenoa 
Caesar it was who provided their daily food, Caesar who 
provided their pleasures and relaxations. He chartered the 
fleets which brought grain to the Tiber ; he bespoke the 
Sardinian granaries whilst yet unformed, and the harvests 
of the Nile whilst yet unsown. Not the connexion be- 
tween a mother and her unborn infant is more intimate 
and vital, than that which subsisted between the mighty 
populace of the Roman capital and their paternal emperor. 
They drew their nutriment from him ; they lived and were 
happy by sympathy with the motions of his will ; to him 
also the arts, the knowledge, and the literature of the em- 
pire looked for support, and stood frozen like ice-bound 
rivers, until Caesar's hand had indicated the channels in 
which they should flow. To him the armies looked for 
then- laurels ; and the eagles in every clime turned their 
aspiring eyes, waiting to bend their flight according to the 
signal of his Jovian nod. And all these vast functions 
and ministrations arose partly as a natural effect, but 
partly also they were a cause of the emperor's own divinity. 
He was capable of services so exalted, because he also even 
whilst yet on earth was held a god, and had his own 
altars, his own incense, his own worship, and his separate 
priests. Such was the cause, and such was the result of his 
bearing, on his own shoulders, a burthen so mighty and 
Atlantean. 

Yet, if in this view it was needful to have a man of 
talent, on the other hand there was reason to dread a man 
of talents too adventurous, too aspiring, or too intriguing. 
His situation, not as Augustus, but as Caesar, or Crown 

F IX. 
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Plinoe, after the title of CsBsar had come to denote the 
aeoondaiy office, flung into hia handa a power of fomenting 
conspiradea, and of concealing them until the veiy moment 
of exploaiony which made him an object of almost exdttsive 
terror to his principal, the Csesar Augustus. His situation 
again, as an heir voluntarily adopted, made him the proper 
object of public affection and caresses, which became pecu- 
liarly embarrassing to one who had, perhaps, soon found 
reasons for suspecting, fearing, and hating him beyond all 
other men. 

The young nobleman, whom Hadrian adopted by his 
earliest choice, was Lucius Aurelius Yerus, the son of 
Cejonius Oommodus. These names were borne also by the 
son ; but, after his adoption into the JSlian family, he was 
generally known by the appellation of ^ius Yerus. The 
scandal of those times imputed his adoption to the worst 
motives. " Adriano,*^ says one author (** ut malevoli loqu- 
unter)^ acceptior formd quam mxyribu^r And thus much 
undoubtedly there is to countenance so shocking an insinua- 
tion, that very little is recorded of the young prince but 
such anecdotes as illustrate his excessive luxury and effemi- 
nate dedication to pleasure. Still, it is our private opinion^ 
that Hadrian's real motives have been misrepresented; that 
he sought in the young man's extraordinary beauty — [for 
he was, says Spartian, pulchritudinis regicej — a plausible 
pretext that should be sufficient to explain and to counte- 
nance his preference, whilst under this provisional adoption 
he was enabled to postpone the definitive choice of an im- 
perator elect, until his own more advanced age might 
diminish the motives for intriguing against himself. It was, 
therefore, a mere (zd interim adoption ; for it is certain, 
however we may choose to explain that fact, that Hadrian 
foresaw and calculated on the early death of ^ius. This 
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prophetic knowledge may have heen gronnded on a private 
familiarity with some constitutional infirmity affecting his 
daily health, or with some habits of life incompatible with 
longevity, or with both combined. It is pretended that 
this distinguished mark of favour was conferred in ftdfil- 
ment of a direct contract on the emperor's part, as the 
price of favours, such as the Latin reader will easily under- 
stand from the strong expression of Spartian above cited. 
But it is far more probable that Hadrian relied on this ad- 
mirable beauty, and allowed it so much weight, as being 
for the multitude the most intelligible explanation of his 
choice, and for the nobility the least invidious solution of a 
preference, which raised one of their own number so far 
above the level of his natural peers. The necessities of the 
moment were thus satisfied without present or future dan- 
ger j — ^as respected the future, he knew or believed that 
Varus was marked out for early death ; and would often 
say, in a strain of compliment somewhat disproportionate, 
applying to him the Yirgilian lines on the hopeful and 
lamented Marcellus, 

*' Ostendent terris hunc tantam fata, neque ultra 
Esse sinent." 

And, at the same time, to countenance the belief that he 
had been disappointed, he would affect to sigh, exclaiming — 
'< Ah ! that I should thus fruitlessly have squandered a sum 
of three * millions sterling ! " for so much had been distri- 
buted in largesses to the people and the army on the occa- 
sion of his inajiiguratioiL Meantime, as respected the 
present, the qualities of the young man were amply fitted 

* In the original ter milUei, which is not mnch ahoje two millions 
and one hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterling ; but it must be 
remembered that one-third as much, in addition to this popular largess, 
had been given to the army. 
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to BQfltam a Branan popularity; for, in addition to Lis 
extreme and statoeaqae beaaty of person, already, as a mili- 
tary officer, he had a respectable* character; as an orator 
he waB more than respectable ; and in other qualifications 
that might be less interesting to the populace, he had that 
happy mediocrity of merit which was best fitted for his 
delicate and difficult sitoation, sufficient to do credit to 
the emperor 8 preference, sufficient to sustain the popular 
regard, but not brilliant enough to throw his patron into 
the shade. For the rest^ his vices were of a nature not 
greatly or necessarily to interfere with his public duties ; 
and em{^tically such as met with the readiest indulgence 
from the Roman laxity of morals. Some few instances, 
indeed, are noticed of cruelty ; but there is reason to think 
that it was merely by accident, and as an indirect result of 
other purposes, that he ever allowed himself in such mani- 
festations of irresponsible power — ^not as gratifying any 
harsh impulses of his native character. The most remark- 
able neglect of humanity with which he has been taxed, 
occurred in the treatment of his couriers ; these were the 
bearers of news and official despatches, at that time fiilfil- 
ling the functions of the modem post ; and it must be borne 
in mind that as yet they were not slaves (as afterwards by 
the reformation of Alexander Severus), but free citizens. 
They had been already dressed in a particular livery or uni- 
form, and possibly they might wear some Bymbolical badges 
of their profession ; but the new Caesar chose to dress them 
altogether in character as winged Cupids, affixing litei*al 
wings to their shoulders, and facetiously d&tinguishing them 

* '* nam bene gestis rebus, vel potius feliciter, esti non sumnii 



— ^medii tamen obtinuit ducis famam" — ^For by the able, or rather by 
the fortunate, conduct of affairs, he won the reputation — though not 
of a supreme — ^yet of a tolerable or second-class strategist. 
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by the names of the cardinal winds (Boreas, Notus, &c), 
and others as levanters or hurricanes (Circius, &c.) Thus 
far he did no more than indulge a blameless fancy, and 
such, in fact, as our own solemn Admiralty indulge allowably 
in christening their little saucy gun-boats — for instance, the 
Spitfire, the Boxer, the Blazer, the Vixen;* but in his 
anxiety that his runners should emulate their patron winds, 
and do credit to the names which he had assigned them, he 
is said to have exacted a degree of speed inconsistent with 
any merciftil regard for their bodily powers.t But these 
were, after all, perhaps, mere improvements of malice upon 
some solitary incident. The true stain upon his memory, 
and one which is open to no doubt whatever, is excessive 
and extravagant luxury — excessive in degree, extravagant 
and even ludicrous in its forms. For example, he con- 
structed a sort of bed or sofa, protected from insects by 
an awning of network composed of lilies, delicately fabri- 
cated into the proper meshes, &c., and the couches com- 
posed wholly of rose-leaves ; but even of these, not without 
an exquisite preparation ; for the white parts of the leaves, 
as coarser and harsher to the touch (possibly, also, as less 

* And as it is not absolutely impossible that we may see Mr. Roe- 
back a Lord of the Admiralty — in that case we shall, of course, havo 
a Tear* em. — See his famous speech on Cherbourg, &c. 

+ This, however, is a point in which royal personages claim an oU 
prescriptive right to be unreasonable in their exactions ; and some, 
even amongst the most humane of Christian princes, have eri*ed as 
flagrantly as -ZElius Verus. George rv., we have understood, was 
generally escorted ^om Dalkeith to Holyrood at a rate of twenty-two 
miles an hour. And of his father, the truly kind and paternal king, 
it is recorded by Miss Hawkins (daughter of Sir J. Hawkins, the 
biographer of Johnson, &c.), that families who happened to have a 
son, brother, lover, &c., in the particular regiment of cavalry which 
furnished the escort to Windsor for the day, used to suffer as much 
anxiety for the result as on the eve of a great battle. 
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oaoroiJB), weie scrapnloaslj rejected. Here lie lay indo- 
lently stretched amongst £iYoiirite ladies, 

*' And liie a naked Indian slept liinuelf away.** 

H6 had also tables composed of the same delicate material — 
prepared and purified in the same elaborate way — and to 
these were adapted seats in the fiishion of so&s (accuha- 
tiones), corresponding in their material, and in their mode 
of preparation. He was also an expert performer, and even 
an original inrentor, in the art of cookery ; and one dish 
of his discovery, which, firom its four component parts, ob- 
tained the name of tetrapharmacum, was so far £rom owing 
its celebrity to its royal birth, that it maintained its place 
on Hadrian's table to the time of his deatL These, how- 
ever, were mere fopperies or pardonable extravagancies in 
one so young and so exalted, traits not becoming to the 
state character with which he had been dothed, yet still 
noways tending to public mischief; "quae, etsi non decora," 
as the historian observes, " non tamen ad pemiciem publi- 
cam prompta sunt" A graver mode of licentiousness 
appeared in his connexions with women. He made no 
secret of his lawless amours ; and to his own wife, on her 
expostulating with him on his aberrations in this respect, 
he replied that "toife** was a designation of rank and 
official dignity, not of tenderness and affection, or implying 
any claim of love on either side j upon which distinction 
he begged that she would mind her own affairs, and leave 
him to pursue such as he might himself be involved in by 
his sensibility to female charms. 

However, he and all his errors, his " regal beauty," his 
princely pomps, and his authorized hopes, were suddenly 
swallowed up by the inexorable grave ; and he would have 
passed away like an exhalation, and leaving no remembrance 
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of himself more datable than his own beds of rose-leaves, 
and his reticulated canopies of lilies, had it not been that 
Hadrian filled the world with images of his perfect fawn- 
like beauty in the shape of colossal statues, and raised 
temples even to his memory in various cities. This Caesar, 
therefore, dying thus prematurely, never tasted of empire ; 
and his name would have had but a doubtful title to a 
place in the imperatorial roll, had it not been recalled to a 
second chance for the sacred honours in the person of his 
son — whom it was the pleasure of Hadrian, by way of tes- 
tifying his affection for the father, to associate in the order 
of succession with the philosophic Marcus Aurelius Anto- 
ninua This fact, and the certainty that to the second 
JEUius Yerus he gave his own daughter in marriage, rather 
than to his associate Caesar Marcus Aurelius, make it 
evident that his regret for the elder Yerus was unaffected 
and deep ; and they overthrow effectually the common re- 
port of historians, that he repented of his earliest choice, 
as of one that had been disappointed not by the decrees oi' 
fate, but by the violent defect of merits in its object On 
the contrary, he prefaced his inauguration of this junior 
Caesar by the following tender words : Let us confound the 
rapine of the grave, and let the empire possess amongst her 
rulers a second .^Blius Yerus. Rise again, therefore, de- 
parted JSlius, incarnation of heavenly beauty ; rise a second 
time for the homage of Bome and of her subject Earth ! 

<< Diis alUer visum est ;" the blood of the i^ilian family 
was not privileged to ascend or aspire : it gravitated vio- 
lently to extinction ; and this junior Yerus is supposed to 
have been as much indebted to his assessor on the throne 
for shielding his obscure vices, and drawing over his defects 
the ample draperies of the imperatorial robe, as he was to 
Hadrian, his grandfather by fiction of law, for his adoption 
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into the reigning £Eunily, and his consecration as one of the 
Caesars. He, says one historian, shed no ray of light or 
illustration upon the imperial house, except by one solitary 
quality. This bears a harsh sound : but it has the effect 
of a sudden redemption for his memory, when we learn 
that this solitary quality, in virtue of which he claimed a 
natural afl&nity to the sacred house, and challenged a natural 
interest in the purple, was the very princely one of a mer- 
ciful disposition. 

The two Antonines fix an era in the imperial history ; 
for they wore both eminent models of wise and good rulers ; 
and some would say, that they fixed a crisis ; for with their 
successor commenced, in the popular belief, the decline of 
the empire. That at least is the doctrine of Gibbon ; but 
perhaps it would not be found altogether able to sustain 
itself against a closer and philosophic examination of the 
true elements involved in the idea of declension as applied to 
political bodies. Be that as it may, however, and waiving 
any interest which might happen to invest the Antonines as 
the last princes who kept up the empire to its original 
level, both of them had enough of merit to challenge a 
separate notice in their personal characters, and apart from 
the accidents of their great official station. 

The elder of the two, who is usually distinguished by the 
title of FiicSf is thus described by one of his biographers : 
"He was externally of remarkable beauty; eminent for 
his moral character, full of benign dispositions, Aoble, with 
a coimtenance of a most gentle expression, intellectually of 
singular endowments, possessing an elegant style of elo< 
quence, distinguished for his literature, generally temperate, 
an earnest lover of agricultural pursuits, mild in his deport- 
ment, bountiful in the use of his own, but a stem respecter 
of the rights of others ; and, finally, he was all this withoat 
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ostentation, and with a constant regard to the proportions 
of cases, and to the demands of time and place." His 
bounty displayed itself in a way which may be worth men- 
tioning, as at once illustrating the age, and the pmdence 
with which he controlled the most generous of his im- 
pulses : " Foenus trientarium,*** says the historian, " hoe 
est minimis usuris exercuit^ ut patrimonio suo plurimos 
adjuvaretr The meaning of which is this : in Kome, the 
customaiy iuterest for money was technically called centesimce 
nsurce ; that is, the hundredth part, or one per cent. But, 
as this expressed not the amiual, but the monthly/ interest, 
the true rate was, in fact, twelve per cent. ; and that is the 
meaning of centesimm usurce. Nor could money be obtained 
anywhere on better terms than these ; and, moreover, this 
one per cent, was exacted rigorously as the monthly day 
came round, no arrears being suflfered to lie over. Under 
these circumstances, it was a prodigious service to lend 
money at a diminished rate, and one which furnished many 
men with the means of saving themselves from ruin. Pius 
then, by way of extending his aid as far as possible, reduced 
the monthly rate of his loans to one-third per cent., which 
made the annual iuterest the very moderate one of four per 
cent. The channels which public spirit had as yet opened 
to the beneficence of the opulent were few indeed ; charity 
and munificence languished, or they were abused, or they 
were iuefficiently directed, simply through defects in the 
structure of society. Social organization, for its large de- 
velopment, demanded the agency of newspapers (together 
with many other forms of assistance from the press), of 

* " He practised a mode of usury at the very lowest rates, viz.i 
under a discount of two-thirds from the ordinary terms, so as that, 
from his own private patrimonial funds, he migbt thus relieve the 
greatest number possible of clients." 
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banks, of public carriages on an extensive scale, besides in- 
finite other inventions or establishments not yet created — 
which support and powerfully react ui>on that same progress 
of sodety which originally gave birth to themselves. All 
things considered, in the Borne of that day, where the 
utmost munificence confined itself to direct largesses of a 
few leading viands or condiments — ^a great step was taken, 
and the best step, in this lending of money at a low interest, 
towards a more refined and beneficial mode of charity. 

In his public character, he was perhaps the most patrio- 
tic of Boman emperors, and the purest from all taint of 
corrupt or indirect ends. Peculation, embezzlement, or 
misapplication of the public funds, were universally cor- 
rected ; provincial oppressors were exposed and defeated : 
the taxes and tributes were diminished; and the public 
expenses were thrown as much as possible upon the 
public estates, and in some instances upon private estates. 
So far, indeed, did Pius stretch his sympathy with the 
poorer classes of his subjects, that on this account chiefly 
he resided permanently in the capital; alleging in excuse, 
partly that he thus stationed himself in the very centre 
of his mighty empire, to which aU courier could come by 
the shortest radii, but chiefly that he thus spared the pro- 
vindalists those burthens which must else have alighted 
upon them ; "For," said he, "even the slenderest retinue of 
a Boman emperor is burthensome to the whole line of its 
progress." His tenderness and consideration, indeed, were 
extended to all classes, and all relations of his subjects ; 
even to those who stood within the shadow of his public 
displeasure as State delinquents, or as the most atrocious 
criminals. To the children of great treasury defaulters, he 
returned the confiscated estates of their fathers, deducting 
only what might indemnify the exchequer. And so reso- 
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lutely did he refuse to shed the blood of any in the sena- 
torial order, to whom he conceived himself more especially 
bound in paternal ties, that eren a parricide, whom the 
laws would not suffer to live, was simply exposed upon n 
desert island. 

Little indeed did Pius want of being a perfect Christian, 
in heart and in practice. Yet all this display of goodness 
and merciful indulgence, nay, all lus munificence, would 
have availed him little with the people at large, had he 
neglected to furnish on the arena shows and exhibitions of 
suitable magnificence. Luckily for his reputation, he ex- 
ceeded the general standard of imperial splendour not less 
as the patron of the amphitheatre than as the benign 
Pater Patrice, It is recorded of him that in one missio 
he sent forward on the arena a hundred lions. Kor was 
he less distinguished by the rarity of the wild animals 
which he exhibited than by their number. There were 
elephants, there were crocodiles, there were hippopotami, at 
one time upon the stage : there was also the rhinoceros, 
and the still rarer crocuta or carocotta^ with a few strepsik- 
erotes. Some of these were matched in duels, some in 
general battles with tigers ; in fact, there was no species of 
wild animal throughout the deserts and sandy Zaarras of 
Africa^ the infinite steppes of Asia, or the lawny recesses 
and dim forests of then sylvan Europe,* no species known 
to natural history (and some even of which naturalists have 
lost sight), which the Emperor Pius did not produce to his 

* And Dot impossibly of America; for it must be remembered 
that, when we speak of America as a quarter of the earth yet un- 
known, we mean unknown to ourselves of the western climates ; since 
as respects the eastern quarters of Asia, doubtless America was known 
there familiarly enough before Christ, or even before Romulus ; and 
the high bounties of imperial Rome on rare animals, would some- 
tines perhaps propagate their influence even to those regions. 
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Roman subjects on his ceremonious pompB. And in another 
point he carried his splendours to a point which set the 
seal to his liberality. In the phrase of modem auctioneers, 
lie gave up the wild beasts to slaughter " withoat reserve.*' 
It was the custom, in ordinary cases, so far to consider the 
enormous cost of these far-fetched rarities as to preserve 
for future occasions those which escaped the arrows of the 
populace, or survived the bloody combats in which they 
were engaged. Thus, out of the overflowings of one great 
exhibition, would be found materials for another. But 
Pius would not allow of these reservations. All were 
given up unreservedly to the savage purposes of the spec- 
tators ; land and sea were ransacked ; the sanctuaries of 
the torrid zone were violated ; columns of the army were 
put in motion — and all for the transient effect of crowning 
an extra hour with hecatombs of forest blood, each separate 
minute of which hour had cost a king's ransom. 

Tet these displays were alien to the nature of Pius ; and 
even through the tyranny of custom, he had been so little 
changed, that to the last he continued to turn aside, as 
often as the public ritual of his duty allowed him, from 
these fierce spectacles to the gentler amusements of fishing 
and hunting. His taste and his affections naturally carried 
him to all domestic pleasures of a quiet nature. A walk 
in a shrubbery or along a piazza, enlivened with the con- 
versation of a literary friend, pleased him better than all 
the court festivals ; and among festivals, or anniversary 
celebrations, he preferred those which, like the harvest-home 
or like the feast of the vintagers, whilst they sanctioned a 
total carelessness and dismissal of public anxieties, were 
at the same time coloured by the innocent gaiety which 
belongs to rural and to patriarchal manners. In person 
this emperor was tall and dignified (staturd elevcUa decortu) ; 
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but latterly he stooped ; to remedy which defect, that ho 
might discharge his public part with the more decorum, he 
wore stays.* Of his other personal habits little is recorded, 
except that, early in the morning, and just before receiving 
the compliments of his friends and dependants (saliUatores), 
or what in modem phrase would be called his levee, he ate a 
little plain bread {panem siccum comedit), that is, bread with- 
out condiments or accompaniments of any kind, by way of 
breakfast. In no meal has rational luxury improved more upon 
the model of the ancients than in this : the dinners (coencB) 
of the Bomans were even more luxurious, and a thousand 
times more costly, than our own ; but their breakfasts 
were scandalously meagre ; and, with many men, breakfast 
was no acknowledged meal at aU. Galen tells us that a 
little bread, and at most a little seasoning of oil, honey, or 
dried fruits, was the utmost breakfast which men generally 
allowed themselves : some indeed drank wine after it, but 
this was an unusual practice, t 

The Emperor Pius died in his seventieth year. The 
immediate occasion of his death was — not breakfast nor 
cosna, but something of the kind. He had received a pre- 
sent of Alpine cheese, and he ordered some for supper. 
The trap for his life was baited with toasted cheese. There 
is no reason to think that he ate immoderately ; but that 



* In default of whalebone, one is curious to know of what these 
stays were made : thin tablets of the linden-tree, it appears, were 
the best materials which the Augustus of that day could command. 

f There is, however, a good deal of delusion prevalent on such sub- 
jects. In some English cavalry regiments, the custom is [1825] for the 
privates to take only one meal a day, which of course is dinner ; and 
by some curious experiments it has appeared that such a mode of 
life is the healthiest. But at the same time, we have ascertained 
that the quantity of porter or substantial ale drunk in these regiments 
does virtually allow several meals, by comparison with the washy tea 
breakfasts of most Englishmen. 
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night he was seized with indigestion. Delirium followed ; 
daring which it is singular that his mind teemed with a 
class of imageiy and of passions the most remote (as it 
might have been thought) from the voluntary occupations 
of his thoughts. He raved about the State, and about 
those kings with whom he was displeased ; nor were his 
thoughts one moment removed from the public service. 
Yet he was the least ambitious of princes, and his reign 
was emphatically said to be bloodless. Finding his fever 
increase, he became sensible that he was dying ; and he 
ordered the golden statue of Prosperity, a household sym- 
bol of empire, to be transferred from his own bedroom to 
that of his successor. Once, again, however, for the last 
time, he gave the word to the officer of the guard ; and, soon 
after, turning away his face to the wall against which his 
bed was placed, he passed out of life in the very gentlest 
sleep, " quasi dormiret, spiritum reddidit ;** or, as a Greek 
author expresses it, Kar' i<rov vnv(^ ir^ fiaktucfardrti^, show- 
ing an exact conformity in all respects to sleep the very 
gentlest. He was one of those few Eoman emperors whom 
posterity truly honoured with the title of dvaifjuucros (or 
bloodless) ; soltuqtie omnium prop^ princvpum prorata sine 
dvUi sanguine et hostUi vixit. In the whole tenor of his 
life and character he was thought to resemble Numa. And 
Pausanias, after remarking on his title of Evo-ejSijs (or 
Pius), upon the meaning and origin of which there are 
several different hypotheses, closes with this memorable 
tribute to his paternal qualities— 5o^ Sk 1/*^, koI rb ovo/xa 
TO Tov Kvpov <^poiTO dv Tov TTpeorpxTTepov, HaTTip dvOpfJ^itiV 
KaXovfi€vos : hut, in my opinion, he should also hear the 
designation of Gyrus the elder, hemg hailed as the Fatlier 
of the Human Race, 

A thoughtfcd Roman would have been apt to exclaim, 
This is too good to last* upon finding so admirable a ruler 
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succeeded by one still more admirable, in the person of 
Marcus Aureliiis. From the first dawn of his infancy this 
prince indicated, by his grave deportment, the philosophic 
character of his mind ; and at eleven years of age he pro- 
fessed hinoiBelf a formal devotee of philosophy in its strictest 
form, — ^assuming the garb, and sabmitting to its most 
ascetic ordinances. In particular, he slept upon the ground, 
and in other respects he practised a style of living the most 
simple and remote from the habits of rich men [or, in his 
own words, to kirhv xaroL r^v Biairav, Kai vSppio rrjs 
Tkcva-taKrjs dy<oyrjs : the simple as regards diet, are far re- 
moved from the training of opulence] ; though it is true 
that he himself ascribes this simplicity of life to the in- 
fluence of his mother, and not to the premature assumption 
of the stoical character. He pushed his austerities indeed 
to excess ; for Dio mentions that in his boyish days he 
was reduced to great weakness by exercises too severe, and 
a diet of too little nutriment. In fact, his whole heart 
was set upon philosophic attainments, and perhaps upon 
philosophic gloiy. All the great philosophers of his own 
time, whether Stoic or Peripatetic, and amongst them 
Sextus of Cheronsea, a nephew of Plutarch, were retained 
as his instructors. There was none whom he did . not 
enrich ; and as many as were fitted by birth and manners 
to fill important situations, he raised to the highest offices 
in the State.* Philosophy, however, did not so much 

* We should all haye been much indebted to the philosopbio em- 
peror, had be found it convenient to tell us with wbat result to tbe 
public interests, as also to tbe despatch of business. Napoleon made 
La Place a Secretary of State, but bad reason to rue bis appointment. 
Our own Addison su£fered a kind of locked jaw in dictating de- 
spatches as foreign Secretary. And about a bundred years earlier 

Lord Bacon played ** H and Tommy " wben casually raised to 

tbe supreme seat in tbe council by tbe brief absence in Edinburj^b 
of the king and the Duke of Buckiotcham. 
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absorb his affections, but that he found time to cultivate 
the fine arts (painting he both studied and practised), and 
such gymnastic exercises as he held consistent with his 
public dignity. Wrestling, hunting, fowling, playing at 
cricket (pUa), he admired and patronized by personal par- 
ticipation. He tried his powers even as a runner. But 
with these tasks, and entering critically, both as a connois- 
seur and as a practising amateur, into such trials of skill, 
so little did he relish the very same spectacles, when con- 
nected with the cruel exhibitions of the circus and amphi- 
theatre, that it was not without some friendly violence on 
the part of those who could venture on such a liberty, nor 
even thus perhaps, without the coercion of his official 
station, that he would be persuaded to visit either one or 
the other.* In this he meditated no reflection upon his 



* So much improvement haa Christianity already accomplished in 
the feelings of men since the time of Augustus. That prince, in 
whose reign the Founder of this ennobling religion was bom, had de- 
Kght^d so much and indulged so freely in the spectacles of the am- 
phitheatre, that Mflscenas summoned him reproachfully to leave 
them by saying, " Surge tandem, camifex : ** Rise, headsman ; rise 
hangman at last. 

It is the remark of Capitoline, that " gladiatoria spectacula omn<- 
fariam temperavit ; temperavit etiam scenicaa donationes ; " — ^he 
controlled in every possible way the gladiatorial spectacles ; he con- 
trolled also the rates of allowance to the stage performers. In these 
latter reforms, which simply restrained the exorbitant salaries of a 
class dedicated to the public pleasures, and unprofitable to the state, 
Marcus may have had no further view than that which is usually 
connected with sumptuary laws. But in the restraints upon the 
gladiators, it is not impossible to believe that his highest purpose 
was that of elevating human nature, and preparing the way for 
still higher regulations. As little can it be believed that this lofty 
conception, and the sense of a degradation entailed upon human 
nature itself, in the spectacle of human beings matched against each 
other like brute beasts, and pouring out their blood upon the arena 
as a libation to the caprices of a mob, could have been derived from 
any other source than the contajrion of Christian standards and 
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&ther by adoption, the Emperor Pius (who also, for aught 
we know, might secretly revolt from a species of amuse- 
ment which, as the prescriptive test of munificence in the 
popular estimate, he found it unavoidable to support) ; on 
the contrary, he obeyed him with the punctiliousness of a 



ChnBtian sentiments, then beginning to pervade and ventilate the 
atmosphere of society in its higher and philosophic regions. Chris- 
tianity, without expressly affirming, everywhere indirectly supposes 
and presumes the infinite value and dignity of man as a creature, ex- 
clusively concerned in a vast and mysterious economy of restoration 
to a state of moral beauty and power in some former age mysteriously 
forfeited. Equally interested in its benefits, joint-heirs of its pro- 
mises, all men, of every colour, language, and rank, Gentile or Jew, 
were here first represented as in one sense (and that the most impor- 
tant) equal ; in the eye of this religion, they were, by necessity of 
logic, equal, as equal participators in the ruin, equal in the restoration. 
Here first, in any available sense, was communicated to the standard 
of human nature avast and sudden elevation; and reasonable enough 
it is to suppose, that some obscure sense of this, some sympathy with 
the great changes for man then beginning to operate, would first of < 
all reach the inquisitive students of philosophy, and chiefiy those 
in high stations, who cultivated an intercourse with all the men of 
original genius throughout the civilized world. The Emperor Hadrian 
had taken one solitary step (already noticed) in the elevation of human 
nature ; and not, we may believe, without some sub-conscious in- 
fluence received directly or indirectly from Christianity. So again, 
with respect to Marcus, it is hardly conceivable that he, a prince so 
indulgent and popular, could have thwarted, and violently gainsaid, 
a passionate taste of the Boman populace, without some adequate 
motive ; and none could be adequate which was not built upon some 
new and exalted views of human nature, with which these gladiatorial 
sacrifices were altogether at war. The reforms which Marcus intro- 
duced into these " crudelissima spectacula," all having the common 
purpose of limiting their extent, were three. First, he set bounds to 
the extreme cost of these exhibitions ; no man was any longer at 
liberty to lavish an unlimited sum upon the amphitheatre ; and this 
restriction of the cost covertly operated as a restriction of the prac- 
tice. The limitation operated as a withdrawal of State Bounties^ as 
refrigerations of enthusiasm, as curbs upon aristocratic rivalships. 
f2 
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Roman obedience ; he watched the veiy motions of his 
countenance ; and he vaited so continually upon his 
pleasure, that for three-and-twenty years which they lived 
together, he is recorded to have slept out of his faeither's 
palace only for two nights. This rigour of filial duty illus- 



Secondly, and this ordinance took effect whenever he was personally 
present, if not oftener, he commanded, on great occasions, that these 
displays should be bloodless. Dion Cassias notices this fact in the 
following words :— " The Emperor Marcus was so far from taking 
delight in spectacles of bloodshed, that eyen the gladiators in Bome 
could not obtain his inspection of their contests, unless, like the 
wrestlers, they contended without imminent risk; for he never 
allowed them the use of sharpened weapons, but aniversally they 
fought before him with weapons previously blunted," or perhaps 
huUonedf fibnlated, as in the case of our own foUa. Thirdly, he re- 
pealed the old and uniform regulation, which secured to the gladia- 
tors a perpetual immunity from military service. This necessarily 
diminished their available amount. Being now liable to serve their 
country usefully in the field of battle, whilst the concurrent limitation 
of the expenses in this direction prevented any commensurate increase 
of their numbers, they were so much the less disposable in aid of the 
public luxury. Thus, by the drains of the miHtaiy service, when 
turning round to look for adequate supplementary accessions from 
abroad, they foxmd the requisite supplies cut off by the action of the 
new sumptuary law. Hcibett ejaculated the neutral philosophic 
looker-on, simply regarding the gladiatorial interest.* His fatherly 
care of all classes, and the universal benignity with which he at- 
tempted to raise the abject estimate and condition of even the lowest 
Paridha in his vast empire, appears in another little anecdote, relat- 
ing to a class of men equally with the gladiators given up to the 
service of luxury in a haughty and cruel populace. Attending one 
day at an exhibition of rope-dancing, one of the performers (a boy) 
fell and hurt himself; fr>om which time the paternal emperor would 
never allow the rope-dancers to perform without mattresses or feather- 
beds spread below^ to mitigate the violence of their fiiUs. 

* *' Habet .•" — ^Ue has it» be has got it-^. e., has got his death-waiTHiit, was the 
cmel ejaculation of triumph firom the Boman mob of spectators whenerer a poor 
gladiator was [or seemed to be] reached by some mortal blow. The self-same yaU 
of triumph we are supposing to have ascended from the Miso-gladiatorial party on 
witaesiiag the unparrled blow of the philosophic emperor. 
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trhtes a ivature of Roman life ; for such was the sanctity 
of law, that a father created by legal fiction was in all re- 
spects treated with the same veneration and affection, as a 
fGtther who claimed upon the most unquestioned footing of 
natural right Such, however, is the universal baseness of 
courts, that even this scrupulous and minute attention to 
his duties did not protect Marcus from the iigurious in- 
sinuations of whisperers. There were not wanting persons 
who endeavoured to turn to account the general circumstan- 
ces in the situation of the Csesar, which pointed him out to 
the jealousy of the emperor. But these being no more than 
what adhere necessarily to the case of every heir o^ such, 
and meeting fortunately with as little of encouragement in 
the imsuspicious nature of the father as they did of coun- 
tenance in the habitual conduct of the son, prospered so ill, 
that from pure defect of all natural root on either side, the 
very attempts of court malice died away. 

The most interesting political crisis in the reign of Mar- 
cus was the war in Germany with the Marcomanni, concur- 
rently with pestilence in Home. The agitation of the public 
mind was intense ; and prophets arose, as since under cor- 
responding circumstances in Christian countries, who an- 
nounced the approaching dissolution of the world. The 
purse of Marcus was open, as usual, to the distresses of 
his subjects. But it was chiefly for the expense of funerals 
that his aid was claimed. In this way he alleviated the 
domestic calamities of his capital, or expressed his sympathy 
with the sufferers, where alleviation was beyond his power ; 
whilst, by the eneigy of his movements and his personal 
presence on the Danube, he soon dissipated those anxieties 
of Home which pointed in a foreign direction. The war, 
however, had been a dreadful one ; and it had excited such 
just fears in the most experienced heads of the State, that^ 
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happening in its outbreak to coincide with a Parthian at- 
tack, it was skilfully protracted until the entire thunders of 
Rome, and the undivided energies of her supreme captains, 
could be concentrated ui>on this single point. Both* em- 
perors left Rome, and crossed the Alps ; the war was thrown 
back upon its native seats — ^Austria and the modem Hun- 
gary : great battles were fought and won ; and peace, with 
consequent relief and restoration to liberty, was reconquered 
for many friendly nations, who had suffered under the 
ravages of the Marcomanni, the Sarmatians, the Quadi, and 
the Vandals ; whilst some of the hostile people were nearly 
obliterated from the map, and their names blotted out from 
the memoiy of men. 

Since the days of Gaul as an independent power, no war 
had so much alarmed the people of Rome ; and their fear 
was justified by the difficulties and prodigious efforts which 
accompanied its suppression. The public treasury was ex- 
hausted j loans were an engine of fiscal policy, not then 
understood or perhaps practicable ; and great distress was 
at hand for the State. In these circumstances, Marcus 
adopted a wise (though it was then esteemed a violent or 
desperate) remedy. Time and excessive luxury had accumu- 
lated in the imperial palaces and villas vast repositories of 
apparel, furniture, jewels, pictures, and household utensils, 
valuable alike for the materials and the workmanship. 
Many of these articles were consecrated, by colour t or 

* Marcus had been associated, as Caesar and as emperor, with the 
son of the late beautifhl Yerus, who is usually mentioned by the same 
name. 

+ ** By colour :^^ — It must be remembered that the true, purph 
(about which the controversy has been endless, and is yet unsettled 
— possibly it was our crimson, though this seems properly expressed 
by the word puniceus; possibly it was our common violet; but of 
whatever tint, this colour of parple) was interdicted to the Buman 

i 
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otherwise, to the use of the sacred household ; and to have 
. been found in possession of them, or with the materialfl for 
making them, would have entailed the penalties of treason. 
AU these stores were now brought out to open day, and put 
up to public sale by auction, free license being first granted 
to the bidders, whoever they might be, to use, and otherwise 
to exercise- the fullest rights of ownership upon all they 
bought. The auction lasted for two months. Eveiy man 
was guaranteed in the peaceable possession of his purchases. 
And afterwards, when the public distress had passed over, 
a still further indulgence was extended to the purchasers. 
Notice was given that all who were dissatisfied with their 
purchases, or who for other reasons might wish to recover 
their cost, would receive back the purchase-money, upon 
returning the articles. Dinner-services of gold and crystal, 
murrhine vases,* and even his wife's wardrobe of silken robes 



people, and consecrated to the sole personal nse of the imperatorial 
house. Kecollecting the early " taboo " in this point amongst the 
children of Komulus, and that thus far it had not been suspended 
under the two gentlest and most philosophic princes of the divina 
domus, we feel that some injustice has, perhaps, been done to Dio- 
clesian in representing him as the importer of oriental degradations. 
* "Murrhine vases:" — What might these Pagan articles be? 
Unlearned reader, if any such is amongst the flock of our audience, 
the question you ask has been asked by four or five centuries that 
have fleeted away, and hitherto has had no answer. They were not 
porcelain from China ; they could not be Venetian glass, into which, 
when poison was poured, suddenly the venom fermented, bubbled, 
boiled, and finally shivered the glass into fragments (so at least saith 
the pretty fable of our ancestors) ; this it coidd not be : why ? Be- 
cause Venice herself did not arise until two and a half centuries after 
Marcus Aurelius. They were however like diaphanous china, but 
did not break on falling. The Japanese still possess a sort of por- 
celain much superior to any now produced in China. And by 
Chinese confession, a far superior order of porcelain was long ago 
manufactured in China itself, of which the art, is now wholly loAi 
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iuterwoven with gold, all these, and countless other articles, 
were under this offer returned, and the full auction prices 
paid back ; or were not returned, and no displeasure shown 
to those who publicly displayed them as their own. Having 
gone so far, overruled by the necessities of the public ser- 
vice, in breaking down those legal barriers by which a pecu- 
liar dress, Aimiture, equipage, &c, were appropriated to the 
imperial house, as distinguished from the veiy highest of 
the noble houses, Marcus had a sufficient pretext for extend- 
ing indefinitely the effect <3i the dispensation then granted. 
Articles purchased at the auction bore no diaracteristic 
marks to distinguish them from others of the same form 
and texture : so that a license to use any one article of the 
tacred pattern, became necessarily a general license for all 
others which resembled them. And thus, without abrogat- 
ing the prejudices which protected the imperial precedency, 
a body of simiptuary laws — ^the most ruinous to the pro- 
gress of manufacturing skill * which has ever been devised 
— were silently suspended One or two aspiring families 
might be offended by these innovations, which meantime 
gave the pleasures of enjoyment to thousands, and of hope 
to millions. 

But these, though very noticeable relaxations of the ex- 
isting prerogative, were, as respected the temper which dic- 
tated them, no more than everyday manifestations of the 
emperor's perpetual benignity. Fortunately for Marcus, 
the indestructible privilege of the divina donms exalted it 

Perhaps the murrhine vase might belong to this forgotten diuss of 
vertu. 

** Because the most effectual extinguishers of all ambition applied 
in that direction ; since the very excellence of any particular fabric 
was the surest pledge of its virtual suppression by means of its legal 
restriction (which followed inevitably) to the use of the imperial 
hoDse. 
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BO unapproacliably beyond all competition, that no possible 
remissions of aulic rigour could ever be misinterpreted j fear 
there could be none, lest such paternal indulgences should 
lose their effect and acceptation as pure condescensions. 
They could neither injure their author, who Was otherwise 
charmed and consecrated from disrespect ; nor could they 
suffer injury themselves by misconstruction, or seem other 
than sincere, coming from a prince whose entire life was 
one long series of acts expressing the same affable spirit. 
Such, indeed, was the effect of this uninterrupted benevol- 
.ence in the emperor, that at length all men, according to 
their several ages, hailed him as their £Either, son, or 

r 

brother. And when he died, in the sixty-first year of his 
life (the eighteenth of his reign), he was lamented with a 
corresponding peculiarity in the public ceremonial, such, for 
instance, as the studied interfusion of the senatorial body 
with the populace, expressive of the levelling power of a 
true and comprehensive grief; a peculiarity for which no 
precedent was found, and which never afterwards became 
itself a precedent for similar honours to the best of his suc- 
cessors. 

But malice has the divine privilege of ubiquity ; and 
therefore it was that even this great model of private and 
public virtue did not escape the foulest libels : he was twice 
accused of murder ; once on the person of a gladiator, with 
whom the empress is said to have intrigued ; and again, 
upon his associate in the empire, who died in reality of an 
apoplectic seizure on his return from the German campaign. 
Neither of these atrocious fictions ever gained the least hold 
of the public attention, so entirely were they put down by 
the primd fcude evidence of facts, and of the emperor's 
notorious character. In fact his faults, if he had any in 
his public life, were entirely those of too much indulgence. 
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In a few cases of enormous guilt, it is recorded tliat he 
showed himself inexorable. But, generally speaking, he was 
far otherwise ; and, in particular, he carried his indulgence 
to his wife's vices so £ur beyond the allowance of prudence 
or public decorum, as to draw upon himself the satirical 
notice of the stage. 

The gladiators, and still more the sailors of that age, 
were constantly to be seen plying naked ; and Faustina was 
shameless enough to take her station in places which gave 
her the advantages of a leisurely review ; and she actually 
selected favourites from both classes on the ground of a per- 
sonal inspection. With others of greater rank she is said 
even to have been surprised by her bisband ; in particular 
with one called Tertullus, at dinner.* But to all remon- 
strances on this subject, Marcus is reported to have replied, 
^*Si lucorem dimittimtis, reddamvbs et dotem;^* meaning 
that, having received his right of succession to the empire 
simply by his adoption into the family of Pius, his wife's 
father, gratitude and filial duty obliged him tu view any dis- 
honours emanating from his wife's conduct as joint legacies 
with the splendours inherited from their common father ; 
in short, that he was not at liberty to separate the rose from 
its thorns. Faustina had, in fact, brought him the empire 
as her bridal dowiy ; and according to the notorious law of 
divorce in Eome, the repudiated wife carried back all that 
she had brought. However, the facts are not sufficiently 
known to warrant us in criticising very severely his beha- 

* Upon which some mimographus built an occasional notice of the 
scandal then floating on the public breath in the following terms : 
One of the actors having asked, ^' Who uhu the advUerout para- 
mour ?" receives for answer, " 2W2u«.** " Who ?" he asks again ; 
and again for three times running he is answered, '* TuUva^ Bat 
asking a fourth time, the rejoinder is, " Jam dixi ter TuUub ** (i.e. 
Tertullus.) 
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vioiir on so trying an occasion. It would be too much for 
human frailty, that absolutely no stain should remaiQ upon 
his memory. The reflection upon this story by one of his 
biographers is this — " Such is the force of daily life in a 
good ruler, so great the power of his sanctity, gentleness, 
and piety, that no breath of slander or invidious suggestion 
from an acquaintance can avail to suUy his memory. In 
short, to Antonine, immutable as the heavens in the tenor 
of his own life, and in the manifestations of his own moral 
temper, and who was not by possibility liable to any im- 
pulse or movemeut of change, on any alien suggestion, it was 
not eventually an iiyuiy that he was dishonoured by some of 
his connexions ; on him, invulnerable in his own character, 
neither a harlot for his wife, nor a gladiator for his son, 
could inflict a wound. Then as now, sacred lord Dio- 
clesian ! he was reputed a god ; not as others are reputed, 
but spedaUy and in a separate sense, and with a privilege 
to such worship from all men as is addressed to his memory 
by yourself, who often breathe a wish to heaven, that you 
were or could be such in life and merciful disposition as 
was Marcus Aurelius." 

What this encomiast says in a rhetorical tone was lite- 
rally true. Marcus was raised to divine honours, or canon- 
ized * (as in Christian phrase we might express it). That 
was a matter of course for a Caesar ; and, considering with 



* In reality, if by divus and divine honours we understand a saint 
or spiritnalized being having a right of intercession with the Supreme 
Deity; and by his temple, &c., if we understand a shrine attended 
by a priest to direct the prayers of his devotees, there is no such 
wide chasm between this pagan superstition and the adoration of 
saints in the Bomish church, as at first sight appears. The fault is 
purely in the names : divus and temphim are words too undistinguiiiV 
tng and generic. 
^IX. 
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vhom he shared sadi honoiiray they are of little accoout in 
pxpreedng the grief and yeneration which followed him. A 
circomstance more characteristic^ in the record of those 
observances which attested tiie public feeling, is this — ^that 
he who at that time had no bast, piotnie, or statue of 
Marcus in his house, was looked upon as a profane and 
irreligious man. FinaUy, to do him honour not by testi- 
monies of men's opinions ia his £EiTour, but t^ facts of 
his own life and conduct, one memorable trophy there is 
amongst the moral distinctions of the philosophic Caesar, 
utterly unnoticed hitherto by historians, but which will 
hereafter obtaia a conspicuous place in any perfect record 
of the steps by which civilisation has advanced, and human 
nature has been exalted. It is this : Marcos Aurelius was 
the first great military leader (and his civil office as supreme 
interpreter and creator of law consecrated his example) who 
allowed rights iadefeasible, rights uncancelled by his mis- 
fortune ia the field, to the prisoner of war. Others had 
been merciful and variously indulgent, upon their own dis- 
cretion, and upon a random impulse to some, or x)068ibly 
to all of their prisoners ; but this was either in submission 
to the usage of that particular war, or to special self-interest, 
or at most to individual good feeling. None had allowed 
a prisoner to challenge any forbearance as of right. But 
Marcus Aurelius first resolutely maintained that certain 
indestructible rights adhered to every soldier, simply as a 
man, which rights, capture by the sword, or any other 
accident of war, could do nothing to shake or to diTninish. 
We have noticed other instances in which Marcus Aurelius 
laboured, at the risk of his popularity, to elevate the con- 
dition of human nature. But those, though equally ex- 
pressing the goodness and loudness of his nature, were by 
accident directed to a perishable institution, which tifoe 
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has swept away, and along with it therefore his refonna- 
tions. Here, however, is an immortal act of goodness 
built upon an immortal basis ; so long as armies congregate, 
and the sword is the arbiter of international quarrels, so 
long it will deserve to be had in remembrance, that the 
first man who set limits to the empire of wrong, and first 
translated within the jurisdiction of man's moral nature 
that st-ate of war which had heretofore been consigned, by 
principle no less than by practice, to anarchy, animal 
violence, and brute force, was also the first philosopher who 
sat upon a throne. 

In this, and in his universal spirit of forgiveness, we 
cannot but acknowledge a Christian by anticipation ; nor 
can we hesitate to believe, that through one or other 
of his many philosophic friends,* whose attention Chris- 

* Not long after this, Alexander Sevems meditated a temple to 
Christ; npon which design Lampridius observes, — Quod et Hadri- 
antis coffUdsse fertur ; and, as Lampridius was himself a pagan, 
we believe him to have been right in his report, in spite of all which 
has been written by Casaubon and others, who maintain that these 
imperfect temples of Hadrian were left void of all images or idols, 
— ^not in respect to the Christian practice, but because he designed 
them eventnally to be dedicated to himself. However, be this as it 
may, thns much appears on the face of the story, — that Christ and 
Chrisdanity had by that time begun to challenge the imperial 
attention ; and of this there is an indirect indication, as it has been 
interpreted, even in the memoir of Marcus himself. The passage is 
this : " Fama fuit sand quod sub philosophorum specie quidam rem- 
publicam vezarent et privates.*' The philosophij here mentioned by 
Capitoline, are by some supposed to be the Christians ; and for many 
reasons we believe it ; and we understand the molestations of the 
publio services and of private individuals, here charged upon them, 
as a very natural reference to the Christian doctrines falsely under- 
stood. There is, by the way, a fine remark upon Christianity, made 
by an infidel philosopher of Germany, which suggests a remarkable 
&8tare in the merits of Marcus Aurelius. There were, as this 
German philosopher used to observe, two schemes of thinking 
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tiaDity was by that time powerful to attract, some reflex 
images of Christian doctrines — some half-conscious percep- 
tion of its perfect beauty — ^bad flashed upon his mind. 
And when we view hini from this distant age, as heading 
that shining array, the Howards and the Olarksons, who 
have since then in a practical sense hearkened to the sighs 
of " all prisoners and captives " — ^we are ready to suppose 

amongst the ancients, which seTerallj fulfilled the two functions of 
a sound philosophy, as respected the moral nature of man. One of 
these schemes presented us with a just ideal of moral excellence, a 
standard sufficiently exalted : this was the Stoic philosophy ; and thus 
far its pretensions were unexceptionable and perfect. But unfortu- 
nately, whilst contenrplating this pure ideal of man as he ought to 
be, the Stoic totally forgot the frail nature of man as he is ; and by 
refusing all compromises and all condescensions to human infirmity, 
this philosophy of the Porch presented to us a brilliant prize and 
object for our efforts, but placed on an inaccessible height. 

On the other hand, there was a very different philosophy at the 
very antagonist pole, — ^not binding itself by abstractions too elevated, 
submitting to what it finds, bending to the absolute facts and realities 
of man's nature, and affably adapting itself to human imperfections. 
This was the philosophy of Epicurus ; and undoubtedly, as a begin- 
ning, and for the elementary purpose of conciliating the affections of 
the pupil, it was well devised ; but here the misfortune was, that the 
ideal or mcudrnvm perfectionia attainable by human nature, was 
pitched so low, that the humility of its condescensions and the ex- 
cellence of its means were all to no purpose, as leading to nothing 
further. One mode presented a splendid end, but insulated, and 
T^ ith no means fitted to a human aspirant for communicating with its 
splendours ; the other, an excellent road, but leading to no worthy 
or proportionate end. Yet these, as regarded models, were the best 
and ultimate achievements of the pagan world. Now, Christianity, 
said he, is the synthesis of whatever is separately excellent in either. 
It will abate as little as the haughtiest Stoicism of the ideal which 
it contemplates as the first postulate of true morality ; the absolute 
holiness and purity which it demands are as much raised above the 
poor performances of actual man, as the absolute wisdom and impec- 
cability of the Stoic. Yet, unlike the Stoic scheme, Christianity is 
aware of the necessity, and provides for it, that the means of appro- 
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him addressed by the great Founder of Christianity, in the 
words of Scripture, " Verily, I say unto thee, TJum art not 
far front tJte kingdom of heaven.** 

As a supplement to the reign of Marcus Aurelius, we 
ought to notice the rise of one great rebel, the sole civil 
disturber of his time, in Syria. This was Avidius Oassius, 
whose descent from Cassius (the noted conspirator against 

priating this ideal perfection should be such as are consistent with 
the nature of a most erring and imperfect creature. Its motion is 
towards the divine, but hy and through the human. In fact, it oflfers 
the Stoic humanized in his scheme of means, and the Epicurean ex- 
alted in his final objects. Nor is it possible to conceive a practicable 
scheme of morals which should not rest upon such a synthesis of the 
two elements as the Christian scheme presents — a mighty ideal ; nor 
any other mode of fulfilling that demand than such a one as is there 
first brought forward, viz., a double or Janus nature, which stands in 
an equivocal relation, — to the Divine nature by his actual perfections, 
to the human nature by his participation in the same animal frailties 
and capacities of fleshly temptation. No other vinculum could 
bind the two postulates together, of an absolute perfection in the 
end proposed, and yet of utter imperfection in the means for attain- 
ing it. 

Such was the outline of this famous tribute by an unbelieving 
philosopher to the merits of Christianity as a scheme of moral disci- 
pline. Now, it must be remembered that Marcus Aurelius was by 
profession a Stoic ; and that generally, as a theoretical philosopher, 
but still more as a Stoic philosopher, he might be supposed incapable 
of descending from these airy altitudes of speculation to the true 
needst infirmities, and capacities of human nature. Yet strange it is, 
that he, of all the good emperors, was the most thoroughly human 
and practical. In evidence of which, one body of records is amply 
snfficient, which is the very extensive and wise reforms which he, 
beyond all the Caesars, executed in the existing laws. To all the 
exigencies of the times, and to all the new necessities developed by 
the progress of society, he adjusted the old laws, or supplied new 
ones. The same praise, therefore, belongs to him, which the Ger- 
man philosopher conceded to Christianity, of reconciling the austerest 
ideal with the practical ; and hence another argument for presuming 
him half baptized into the new liaith. 
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the Dictator, Julius) seems to haye suggested to him a 
wandering idea^ and at length a formal purpose, of restor- 
ing the ancient republic Avidius was the commander-in- 
chief of the Oriental army, whose head-quarters were then 
fixed at Antioch. His native disposition, which inclined 
him to cruelty, and his political views, made him, from his 
first entrance upon office, a severe disciplinarian. The 
well-known enormities of the neighbouring Daphne gave 
him ample opportunities for the exercise of his harsh pro- 
pensities in reforming the dissolute soldiery. He amputa- 
ted heads, arms, feet, and hands : he turned out his 
mutilated victims, as walking spectacles of warning ; he 
burned them ; he smoked them to death ; and, in one 
instance, he crucified a detachment of his army, together 
with their centurions, for having, unauthorized, gained a 
decisive victory, and captured a lai^e booiy on the Danube. 
Upon this the soldiers mutinied against him, in mere in- 
dignation at his tyranny. However, he prosecuted his 
purpose, and prevailed, by his bold contempt of the danger 
which menaced him. From the abuses in the army, he 
proceeded to attack the abuses of the civil administration. 
But as these were protected by the example of the great 
proconsular lieutenants and provincial governors, policy 
obliged him to confine himself to verbal expressions of 
anger ; until at length, sensible that this impotent railing 
did but expose him to contempt, he resolved to arm him- 
self with the powers of radical reform by open rebeUion. 
His ultimate purpose was the restoration of the ancient 
republic, or (as he himself expresses it in an interesting 
letter, which yet survives), " ut in antiquum statum pub' 
lica forma reddatur f^ i, e.y that the constitution should be 
restored to its original condition. And this must be 
Affected by military violence and the aid of the executioner, 
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or, in his own vords, multia gladiis, muUU dogiu * (by 
umumeiable sabreB, by innnmenible records of condemna- 
tion). Against tliis man, Marcus was warned by his 
imperial colleague Lucius Yerus, ia a veiy remarkable 
letter. After expressing his suspicions of' him generally, 
the writer goes on to say — << I would you had him closely 
watched. For he is a general disliker of us and of our 
doings ; he is gathering together an enormous treasure, and 
he makes an open jest of our literaiy pursuits. You, for 
instance, he calls a philosophizing old woman, and me a 
dissolute bufifbon and scamp. Consider what you would 
have done. For my part, I bear the fellow no Ul-will ; 
bat again, I say, take care that he does not do a mischief 
to yourself or your children." 

The answer of Marcus is noble and characteristic : " I 
have read your letter, and I will confess to you I think it 
more scrupulously timid than becomes an emperor, and timid 
in a way unsuited to the spirit of our times. Consider this 
— ^if the empire is destined to Cassius by the decrees of 
Providence, in that case it will not be in our power to put 
him to death, however much we may desire to do so. You 
know your great-grandfather's saying, < No prince ever killed 
his own heir ;' no man, that is, ever yet prevailed against 
one whom Providence had marked out as his successor. On 
the other hand, if Providence opposes him, then, without 
any cruelty on our part, he wiU spontaneoucdy &I1 into some 
snare spread for him by destiny. Besides, we cannot treat 
a man as under impeachment whom nobody impeaches^ and 
whom, by your own confession, the soldiers love. Then 
again, iu cases of high treason, even those criminals who are 



* " Mlogiia .'"—The elogiom was the public record or tiivhu of a 
malefiictor'a crime inscribed apon his cross or scaffold. 
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coiiTicted upon the clearest evidence, yet, as friendless and 
deserted persons contending against the powerful, and matched 
against men armed with the whole authority of the State, 
seem to suffer some wrong. You remember what your 
grandfather said — < Wretched, indeed, is the fate of princes^ 
who then first obtain credit in any chaiges of conspiracy 
which they allege, when they happen to seal the validity 
of their charges against the plotters, by falling martyrs to 
the plot.' Domitian it was, in fact, who first uttered this 
truth ; but I choose rather to place it under the authority 
of Hadrian, because the sayings of tyrants, even when they 
are true and happy, carry less weight with them than natu- 
rally they ought. For Cassius, then, let him keep hia 
present temper and inclinations; and the more so, being 
(as he is) a good general, austere in his discipline, brave, 
and one whom the State cannot afford to lose. For as to 
what you insinuate, that I ought to provide for my chil- 
dren's interests, by putting this man judicially out of the 
way, very frankly I say to you — * Perish my children, if 
Avidius shall deserve more attachment than they, and if it 
shall prove salutary to the State that Cassius should triumph 
rather than the children of Marcus should survive.' " 

This letter affords a singular illustration of fatalism, such 
certainly as we might expect in a Stoic, but carried even to 
a Turkish excess ; and not theoretically professed only, but 
practically acted upon in a case of capital hazard. Utat no 
prince ever hilled his own sticcessor^ i, «., that it was vsdn for 
a prince to put conspirators to death, because, by the very 
possibility of doing so, a demonstration is obtained that such 
conspirators had never been destined to prosper, is as pun- 
gent an expression of fataHsm as ever has been devised. 
The rest of the letter, where not imbecile, is noble, and 
breathes the veiy soul of careless magnanimity reposing upon 
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oonscions innocence. Meantime, Cassias increased in power 
and influence : his army had become a most formidable en- 
gine of his ambition through its restored discipline ; and his 
own authority was sevenfold greater, because he had himself 
created that discipline in the face of unequalled temptations 
hourly renewed and rooted in the very centre of his head- 
quarters. '< Daphne, by Orontes," a suburb of Antioch, was 
infamous for its seductions ; and Daphnic luxury had be- 
come proverbial for expressing an excess of voluptuousness, 
such as other places could not rival by mere defect of means, 
and preparations elaborate enough to sustain it in all its 
varieties of mode, or to conceal it from public notice. In 
the very purlieus of this great nest, or sty of sensua- 
lity, within sight and touch of its pollutions, did he 
keep his army fiercely reined up, daring and defying them, 
as it were, to taste of the banquet whose very odour they 
inhaled. 

Thus provided with the means, and improved instruments 
for executing his purpose, he broke out into open rebellion ; 
and, though hostile to the principatus, or personal supre- 
macy of one man, he did not feel his republican purism at 
all wounded by the style and title of Imperator^ — ^that 
being a military term, and a mere titular honour, which had 
co-existed with the severest forms of republicanism. Im- 
peratoTy then, he was saluted and proclaimed ; and doubtless 
the writer of the warning letter from Syria would now 
declare that the sequel had justified the fears which Marcus 
had thought so unbecoming to a Roman emperor. But again 
Marcus would have said, ^* Let us wait for the sequel of the 
sequel," and that would have justified him. It is often found 
by experience that men, who have learned to reverence a 
person in authority chiefly by his offices of correction applied 
to their own aberrations — ^who have known and feared him« 
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in short, in his character of reformer — will be more than 
nsoally inclined to desert him on his first moyement in the 
direction of wrong. Their obedience being founded on fear, 
and fear being never whoUj disconnected from hatred, they 
naturally seize with eagerness upon the first lawfid pretext 
for disobedience ; the luxury of revenge is, in such a case, 
too potent — ^a meritorious disobedience too novel a tempta- 
wion — ^to have a chance of being rejected* Never, indeed, 
does erring human nature look more abject than in the 
person of a severe exactor of duty, who has immolated thou- 
sands to the wrath of offended law, suddenly himself becom- 
ing a capital offender, a glozing tempter in search of acconir- 
plices, and ia that character at once standing before the 
meanest of his own dependants as a self-deposed officer, 
liable to any man's arrest The stem and haughty Cafisius, 
who had so often tightened the cords of discipUae until they 
threatened to snap asunder, now found, experimentally, the 
bitterness of these obvious truths. The trembling sentinel 
now looked insolently in his face ; the cowering legionary, 
with whom "to hear was to obey," now mused or even ban- 
died words upon his orders ; the great lieutenants of his 
office, who stood next to his own person in authority, were 
preparing for revolt, open or secret, as circumstances should 
prescribe ; not the accuser only, but the very avenger, was 
upon his steps '; Nemesis, that Nemesis who once so closely 
adhered to the name and fortunes of the lawful Gsesar, 
turning against every one of his assassips* the edge of his 
own assassinating sword, was already at his heels ; and in 
the midst of a sudden prosperity, and its accompanying 

* " Turning against every one of his assassins:" — ^It was a 
general belief at the time that eacli individaal among the mnrderen 
ot' Caesar had died by his own sword. 
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fthoats of gratulation, he heard tiheflollen knells of approach- 
ing death. Antioch, it was true, the great Roman capital 
of the Orient, bore him, for certain motiyeB of self-interest, 
peculiar good-wUL But there vas no citj of the world in 
which the Roman Caesar did not reckon many li^e-men 
and partisans. And the very hands, which dressed his altars 
and crowned his Pr»torian paviHon, might not improbably 
in that same hour put an edge upon the sabre which was to 
avenge the ii\juries of the too indulgent and long-suJering 
Antoninus. Meantime, to give a colour of patriotism to his 
treason, Cassius alleged public motives ; in a letter, which 
he wrote after assuming the purple, he says : << Wretched 
empire, miserable state, which endures these hungry blood- 
suckers battening on her vitals ! — ^A worthy man, doubtless, 
is Marcus ; who, in his eagerness to be reputed clement, 
suffers those to live whose conduct he himself abhors. Where 
is that L. Cassius, whose name I vainly inherit 1 Where is 
that Marcus — ^not Aurelius, mark you, but Cato Censorius ? 
Where the good old discipline of ancestral times, long since 
indeed disused, but now not so much as yearned for in oui 
aspirations ? Marcus Antoninus is a scholar ; he enacts the 
philosopher ; and he tries conclusions upon the four elements, 
and upon the nature of the soul ; and he discourses learnedly 
upon the Honestum; and concerning the Summum Bonum 
he is xmanswerable. Meanwhile, is he learned in the in- 
terests of the State ? Can he argue a point upon the public 
economy ? you see what a host of sabres is required, what 
a host of impeachments, sentences, executions, before the 
commonwealth can reassume its ancient integrity !* What ! 
shall I esteem as proconsuls, as governors, those who for 
that end only deem themselves invested with lieutenancies 



* In tbese words we hear the very spirit of Robespierre. 
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or great senatorial appointments, that they may gorge them- 
selves with the provincial luxuries and wealth ? No doubt 
you heard in what way our friend the philosopher gave the 
place of praetorian prefect to one who but three days before 
was a bankrupt — ^insolvent, by Qt — ! and a beggar. But 
be you content : that same gentleman is now as rich as a 
prefect should be ; and has been so, I tell you, any time 
these three days. And how, I pray you, how ; how, my 
good sir 1 How but out of the bowels of the provinces, and 
the marrow of their bones ? But no matter, let them be 
rich ; let them be blood-suckers ; so much, God willing ! 
shall they regorge into the treasury of the empire. Let but 
Heaven smile upon our party, and the Oassiani shall restore 
to the republic its old impersonal supremacy.'* 

But heaven did not smile ; nor did man. Bome heard 
with bitter indignation of this old traitor's ingratitude, and 
Ills false mask of republican civism. Excepting Marcus 
Aurelius himself, not one man but thirsted for revenge. 
And that was soon obtained. He and all his supporters, 
one after the other, rapidly fell (as Marcus had predicted) 
iuto snares laid by the officers who continued true to their 
allegiance. Except the family and household of Oassius, 
there remained in a short time none for the vengeance of 
the Senate, or for the mercy of the emperor. In them 
centred the last arrears of hope and fear, of chastisement or 
pardon, depending upon this memorable revolt. And about 
the disposal of their persons arose the final question to which 
the case gave birth. The letters yet remain in which the 
several parties interested gave utterance to the passions 
which possessed them. Faustina, the empress, urged her 
husband with feminine violence to adopt against his pri- 
soners comprehensive acts of vengeance. ''Noli parcere 
hominibus,*' says she, " qui tibi non peperoerunt ; et nee 
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Biihi nee filiis nostris parcerent* si TidBsent.** And else- 
where she irritates his wrath against the armj as accom- 
plices for the time, and as a body of men ** qui, nisi oppri- 
mnntur, opprimnnt." "We may be sore of the result. After 
commending her zeal for her own family, he says, " Ilgo 
vero et ejus liberis parcam, et genero, et uxori ; et ad sena- 
tum scribam ne aut proscriptio gravior sit, aut poena cru- 
delior ;" adding that, had his counsels prevailed, not even 
Cassius himself should have perished. As to his relatives, 
" Why," he asks, " should I speak of pardon to them, who 
indeed have done no wrong, and are blameless even in pur- 
pose ?" Accordingly, his letter of intercession to the Senate 
protests, that, so far from asking for further victims to the 
crupe of Avidius Cassius, would to Qod he could caU back from 
the dead many of those who had fallen 1 With immense 
applause, and with turbulent acclamations, the Senate granted 
all his requests << in consideration of his philosophy, of his 
long-suffering, of his learning and accomplishments, of his 
nobility, of his innocence." And until a monster arose who 
delighted in the blood of the guiltless, it is recorded that 
the posterity of Avidius Cassius lived in security, and were 
admitted to honours and public distinctions by favour of 
him whose life and empire that memorable traitor had 
sought to undermine, under the favour of his guileless 
master's too confiding magnanimity. 



* " Farcerent :" — She means peperciesent " Don't," she says, 
' show mercy to man that showed none to yon, nor would have shown 
any to me or my sons in case they had gained the victofy." 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Roman empire, and the Roman emperon^ it might 
naturally be supposed by one who had not as yet traversed 
that tremendous chapter in the history of man, would be 
likely to present a separate and almost equal interest The 
empire, in the first place, as the most magnificent monument 
of human power which our planet has beheld, must for that 
single reason, even though its records were otherwise of 
little interest, fix upon itself the very keenest gaze from all 
succeeding ages to the end of time. To trace the fortunes 
and revolutions of that unrivalled monarchy over which the 
Roman eagle brooded ; to follow the dilapidations of that 
aerial arch, which silently and steadily through seven cen- 
turies ascended under the colossal architecture of the chil- 
dren of Romulus ; to watch the collapse of the Cyclopean 
masonry, and step by step to see paralysis stealing over 
the once perfect cohesion of the republican creations, can- 
not but insure a severe, though melancholy delight On 
its own separate account, the decline of this throne-shatter- 
ing power must and will engage the foremost place amongst 
all historical reviews. The << dislimning^* and unmould- 
iug of some mighty pageantry in the heavens has its own 
appropriate grandeurs, no less than the gathering of its 
cloudy pomps. The going down of the sun is contemplated 
with no less awe than his rising. Nor is anything porten* 
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tous in ltd growth, which is not also portentous in the steps 
and " moments** of its decay. Hence, in the second place, 
we might presume a commensorate interest in the char- 
acters and fortunes of the successive emperors. If the 
empire challenged our first survey, the next would seem 
due to the Osesars who guided its course ; to the great 
ones who retarded, and to the bad ones who precipitated 
its ruin. 

Sueh might be the natural expectation of an inexperienced 
reader. But it is not so. The Ososars, throughout their 
long line, are not interesting ; neither personally in them- 
selves, nor derivatively from the tragic events to which their 
history is attached. Their whole interest lies in their situa- 
tion — ^in the unapproachable altitude of their thrones. But, 
considered with a reference to their human qualities, scarcely 
one in the whole series, except the first, can be viewed with 
a human interest apart from the circumstances of his position. 
<< Gome like shadows, so depart 1** The reason for this de- 
fect of all personal variety of interest in these enormous 
potentates, must be sought in the constitution of their power 
and the very necessities of their office. Even the greatest 
among them, those who by way of distinction were called 
the Great, as Constantine and Theodosius, were not great, 
for they were not magnanimous ; nor could they be so under 
their tenure of power, which made it a duty to be suspicious, 
and, by fastening on all varieties of original temper one dire 
necessity of bloodshed, extinguished under this monotonous 
cloud of cruel jealousy and everlasting panic every charac- 
teristic feature of genial human nature, that would else have 
emerged through so long a train of princes. There is a re- 
markable story told of Agrippina, that, upon some occasion, 
when a wizard announced to her, as truths which he had 
read in the heavens, the two fatal necessities impending over 
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her son ; one that he should ascend to empire, the other 
that he should murder herself, she replied in these stem and 
memorable words : — Occidat dumimperet; let hun murder 
me, provided he rises to empire. Upon which a continental 
writer comments thus : " Never before or since have three 
such words issued from the lips of woman ; and in truth, 
one kn^ws not which most to abominate or to admire 
— ^tjie aspiring princess or the loving mother. Meantime, 
in these few words lies naked to the day, in its whole 
hideous deformity, the very essence of Romanism and the 
imperatorial power, and one might here consider the 
mother of Nero as the impersonation of that monstrous 
condition." 

This is true : Occidat dum imperet, was the watchword 
and very cognisance of the Eoman imperator. But almost 
equally it was his watchword — Occidatur dum tmperet. 
Doing or suffering, the Csesars were ahnost equally involved 
in bloodshed ; few indeed of the CaBsars were not murderers, 
and nearly all were themselves murdered. 

The empire, then, must be regarded as the primary ob 
ject of our interest ; and it is in this way only that any 
secondary interest arises for the emperors. Now, with re- 
spect to the empire, the first question which presents itself 
is — Whence, that is, from what causes and from what era, 
are we to date its decline 1 Gibbon, as we all know, dates 
it from the reign of Commodus, the son of that merciful 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus whom we have just quitted, 
but certainly upon no sufficient or even plausible grounds. 
Our own opinion we shall state boldly ; the empire itself 
from the very era of its establishment, was one long decline 
of the Boman power. A vast monarchy had been created 
and consolidated by the all-conquering instincts of a 
republic cradled and nursed in wars, and essentially war- 
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Uke by means of all its institutioiis* and by the habits 
of the peoples This monarchy had been of too slow 
a growth, too gradual, and too much according to the 
regular stages of nature herself in its development, to 
have any chance of being other than wdl cemented ; the 



* Amongst these mstitationB, none appear to us so remarkable, or 
fitted to accomplish so prodigious a circle of purposes belonging to the 
highest state policy, as the Boman method of Colonisatioh. Colonies 
were, in effect, the great engine of Roman conquest ; and the follow- 
ing are among a few of the great ends to which they were applied : — 
First of all, how came it that the early armies of Borne served, and 
senred cheerfully, without pay? Simply because all who were vic- 
torious knew that they would receive their arrears in the fullest and 
amplest form upon their final discharge, viz., in the shape of a colonial 
estate — large enough to rear a family in comfort, and seated in the 
midst of similar allotments distributed to their old comrades in arms. 
These lands were already, perhaps, in high cultivation, being oflen 
taken from conquered tribes ; but, if not, the new occupants could 
rely for aid of every sort, for social intercourse, and for all the offices 
of good neighbourhood upon the surrounding proprietors, who were 
sure to be persons in the same circumstances as themselves, and 
draughted from the same legion. For be it remembered, that in the 
primitive ages of Borne, concerning which it is that we are now 
speaking, entire legions — ^privates and officers — were transferred in 
one body to the new colony. ** Antiquitus," says the learned GoesiuH, 
" deducebantur integree legiones, quibus patta victoria." Neither 
was there much waiting for this honorary gift. In later ages, it is 
true, when such resources were less plentiful, and when regular pay 
was given to the soldiery, it was the veteran only who obtained this 
splendid provision ; but in the earlier times, a single fortunate cam- 
paign not seldom dismissed the young recruit to a life of ease and 
honour. "Multus legionibus," says Hyginus, " contigit bellum 
feliciter transigere, et ad laboriosam agriculturse requiem primo 
tyrocmii gradu pervenire. Nam cum signis et aquila et primis 
ordinibus et tribtmis deducebantur." Tacitus also notices this orga- 
nization of the early colonies, and adds the reason of it, and its happy 
effect, when contrasting it with the vicious arrangements of the colo- 
nizing system in his own days. " Olim," says he, " universae legiones 
deducebantur, cum tribunis et centurionibus, et sui cujusque ordiuii 
62 
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cohesion of its parts was intense ; seven centuries of growth 
demand one or two at least for palpable decay ; and it is 
only for harlequin empires like that of Napoleon, run up 
with the rapidity of pantomime, to fall asunder under the 
instant reaction of a few false moves in politics^ or a single 

militibis, ut consensu et eharttctte rempvblicam effieeremty Secondly, 
not only were the troops in this way paid at a time when the public 
parse was unequal to the expenditure of war, but this pay, being 
contingent on the successful issue of the war, added the strength of 
self-interest to that of patriotism in stimulating the soldier to extra- 
ordinary efforts. Thirdly^ not only did the soldier in this way reap 
his pay, but also he reaped a reward (and that besides a trophy and 
perpetual monument of his public services), so munificent as to con- 
stitute a permanent provision for a family ; and accordingly he was 
now encouraged, nay enjoined, to marry. For here was a hereditary 
landed estate equal to the liberal maintenance of a family. And thus 
did a simple people, obe3ring its instinct of conquest, not only discover, 
in its earliest days, the subtle principle of Machiavel — Lei war attp- 
port war; but (which is far more than MachiavePs view) they made 
each present war support many foture wars, by making it support a 
new offset h'oni the population, bound to the mother city by in- 
dissoluble ties of privilege and civic duties ; and in many other ways 
they made every war, by and through the colonizing system to which 
it gave occasion, serviceable to future aggrandizement. War. 
managed in this way, and with these results, became to Borne what 
commerce or rural industry is to other countries, viz., the only hope- 
ful and general way for making a fortune. Fourtklyf by means of 
colonies it was that Rome delivered herself from het surplus popula- 
tion. Prosperous and well-governed, the Roman citizens of each 
generation outnumbered those of the generation preceding. But the 
colonies provided outlets for these continual accessions of people, and 
absorbed them faster than they could arise.* And thus the great 
original sin of modem states, that heel of Achilles in which they are 
all vulnerable, and which (generally speaking) becomes more oppres- 
sive to the public prosperity as that prosperity happens to be greater 

* And in this Tray we must explain the fact that, in the many tacceadve nnme- 
rntions of the people continually noticed by Livy and others, we do not find that 
sort of multiplication which we might have looked for in a state so ably governed. 
The truth is, that the continual surpluses had been carried off by the ookmising 
dndn, before they could become noticeable or troublesome. 
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disastrous campaign. Hence it was, and from the prudence 
of Augustus acting through a very long reign, sustained at 
no very distant interval by the personal inspection and re- 
visions of Hadrian, that for some time the Roman power 
seemed to be stationary. What else could be expected t 



(for in poor states and under despotic governments, this evil does not 
exist), that flagrant infirmity of our own country, for which no states- 
man has devised any commensurate remedy, was to ancient Borne a 
perpetual foundation and well-head of public strength and enlarged 
resources. With us of modem times, when population greatly outruns 
the demand for labour — whether it be under the stimulus of upright 
government, and just laws justly administered, in combination with 
the manu&cturing system (as in England), or (as in Ireland) under 
the stimulus of idle habits, cheap subsistence, and a low standard of 
comfort — ^we think it much if we can keep down insurrection by the 
bayonet and the sabre. Lttcro ponamua is our cry, if we can effect 
even thus much ; whereas Home, in her simplest and pastoral days, 
converted this menacing danger and standing opprobrium of modem 
statesmanship to her own immense benefit. Not satisfied merely to 
have neutralized it, she drew from it the vital resources of her martial 
aggrandizement. For, lythly, these colonies were in two ways made 
the comer-stones of her martial policy : 1st, They were looked to as 
nurseries of their armies ; during one generation the original colonists, 
already trained to military habits, were themselves disposable for this 
purpose on any great emergency ; these men transmitted heroic tra- 
ditions to their posterity ; and, at all events, a more robust population 
was always at hand in agricultural colonies than could be had in the 
metropolis. Cato the elder, and all the early writers, notice the 
quality of such levies as being far superior to those drawn from a 
population of sedentary habits. 2dly, The Italian colonies, one and 
all, performed the functions which in our day are assigned to garri- 
soned towns and frontier fortresses. In the earliest times they dis- 
charged a still more critical service, by sometimes entirely displacing 
a hostile population, and' more often by dividing it and breaking its 
unity. In cases of desperate resistance to the Roman arms, marked 
by frequent infraction of treaties, it was usual to remove the offending 
population to a safer situation, separated from Eome by the Tiber ; 
sometimes entirely to disperse and scatter it. But, where these ex- 
tremities were not called for by expediency or the Boman maxims of 
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The mere strengtli of the impetus deriyed from the repnb- 
lican institutionB could not but propagate itself, and cause 
even a motion in advance, for some time after those insti- 
tutions had themselves begun to give way. And, besides, 
the military institutions survived all others ; and the army 

justice, it was judged sufficient to interpolate^ as it were, the hostile 
people by colonizations from Rome, which were completely organized* 
for mutual aid, having officers of all ranks dispersed, amongst theiii, 
and for overawing the growth of insurrectionary movements amongst 
their neighbours. Acting on this system, the Roman colonies in some 
measure resembled the English Pale, as existing at one era in Ireland. 
This mode of service, it is true, became obsolete in process of time, 
concurrently with the dangers which it was shaped to meet ; for the 
whole of Italy proper, together with that part of Italy called Cisalpine 
Gaul, was at length reduced to unity and obedience by the almighty 
republic. But in forwarding that great end and indispensable con- 
dition towards all foreign warfare, no one military engine in the whole 
armory of Rome availed so much as her Italian colonies. The other 
use of these colonies, as frontier garrisons, or, at any rate, as inter- 
posing between a foreign enemy and the gates of Rome, they con- 
tinued to perform long after their earlier uses had passed away ; and 
Cicero himself notices their value in this view. " Colonias," says he, 
[Orat in BvUum]j "sicidoneis in locis contra suspicionem periculi 
coUocarunt, ut esse non oppida Italise sed propugnacida imperii vide- 
rentur." FincMy^ the colonies were the best means of promoting 
tillage, and the culture of vineyards. And though this sen-ice, as 
regarded the Italian colonies, was greatly defeated in succeeding times 
by the ruinous largesses of com \frumentatione8\i and other vices of 
the Roman policy after the vast revolution eflfected by universal luxury, 
it is not the less true that, left to themselves and their natural ten- 
dency, the Roman colonies would have yielded this last benefit as 
certainly as any other. Large volumes exist, illustrated by the 
learning of Rigaltius, Salmasius, and Goesius, upon the mere techni" 
cal arrangements of the Roman colonies ; and whole libraries might 
be written on these same colonies, considered as engines of exquisite 
state policy. 

* That is indeed inTolved in the technical term of deductio ; for unleaa (h« 
ceremonies, religious and political, of inauguration and organisation, were duly 
eoraplied with, the colony was not entitled to be considered as dedueta—iiaJL \m, 
BOiemnly and ceremonially transplanted from the metropolis. 



coutioued yery much the same in its discipline and compo- 
sition, long after Rcmie and all its civic institntionB had 
bent before an utter reyolution. It was yery possible even 
that emperors should have arisen with martial propensities, 
and talents capable of masking, for many years, by specious 
but transitory conquests, the causes that were silently sap- 
ping the foundations of Roman supremacy ; and thus by 
accidents of personal character and taste, an empire might 
even have expanded itself in appearance, which, by all its 
permanent and real tendencies, was even then shrinking 
within narrower limits, and travelling downwards to disso- 
lution. In reality, one such emperor there was. Tngan, 
whether by martial inclinations, or (as some suppose) by 
dissatisfaction with his own position at Rome, when brought 
into more immediate connexion with the Senate, was driven 
into needless war ; and he achieved conquests in the direc- 
tion of Dacia as well as Parthia. But that these conquests 
were not substantial, — that they were connected by no true 
cement of cohesion with the existing empire, is evident from 
the rapidity with, which the Roman grasp was relaxed, and 
the provinces recoiled into the hands of their old masters. 
In the next reign, the empire had already rolled back within 
its former limits ; and in two reigns further on, under Mar- 
cus Antoninus, though a prince of elevated character and 
warlike in his policy, we find such concessions of territory 
made to the Marcomanni and others, as indicate too plainly 
the shrinking energies of a waning empire. In reality, if 
we consider the polar opposition, in point of interest and 
situation, between the great officers of the republic and the 
Augustus or Csesar of the empire, we cannot fail to see 
the immense effect which that difference must have had 
upon the permanent spirit of conquest. The Csesar was 
either adopted or elected to a situation of infinite luxury 
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and enjoyment He had no interests to secure by fighting 
in person : and he had a powerful interest in preventing 
others firom fighting ; since in that way only he could raise 
up competitors to himself, and dangerous seducers of the 
army. A consul, on the other hand, or great lieutenant of 
the senate, had nothing to ei\joy or to hope for, when his 
term of office should haye expired, unless according to his 
success in creating militaiy fame and influence for himself. 
Those Caesars who fought whilst the empire was or seemed 
to be stationary, as Trajan, did so from personal taste. 
Those who fought in after centuries, when the decay became 
apparent, and dangers drew nearer, as Aurelian, did so from 
the necessities of fear ; and under neither impulse were they 
likely to make durable conquests. The spirit of conquest 
having therefore departed at the very time when conquest 
would have become more difficult even to the republican 
energies, both from remoteness of ground and from the 
martial character of the chief nations which stood beyond 
the frontier, it was a matter of necessity that with the 
republican institutions should expire the whole principle of 
territorial aggrandizement ; and that, if the empire seemed 
to be stationary for some time after its establishment by 
Julius, and its final settlement by Augustus, this was 
through no strength of its own, or inherent in its own 
constitution, but through the continued action of that 
strength which it had inherited from the republic. In a 
philosophical sense, therefore, it may be affirmed, that the 
empire of the Csdsars was always in decline ; ceasing to go 
forward, it could not do other than retrograde ; and even 
the first appearances of decline can, with no propriety, be 
referred to the reign of Oommodus. His vices exposed him 
to public contempt and assassination ; but neither one nor the 
oUier had any effect upon the strength of the empire. Here^ 
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therefore, is one just subject of complaint against Oibboo, 
that he has dated the declension of the Roman power from 
a commencement arbitrarily assumed ; another, and a hea- 
vier, is, that he has failed to notice the steps and separate 
indications of decline as they arose — ^the moments (to speak 
in the language of dynamics) through which the decline 
travelled onwards to its consummation. It is also a grievous 
offence as regards the true purposes of history — and one 
which, in a complete exposition of the imperial history, all 
readers would have a right to denounce — that Gibbon brings 
forward only such facts as allow of a scenical treatment, 
and seems everywhere, by the glancing style of his aUusions, 
to presuppose an acquaintance the most familiar with that 
very history which he undertakes to deliver. Our imme- 
diate purpose, however, is simply to characterize the ofSce 
of emperor, and to notice such events and changes as ope- 
rated for evil, and for a final effect of decay, upon the 
Csesars or upon their empire. As the best means of realizing 
this purpose, we shall rapidly review the history of both, 
premising that we confine ourselves to the true Csesars, and 
the true empire, of the West 

The first overt act of weakness — the first expression of 
conscious declension, as regarded the foreign enemies of 
Rome — occurred in the reign of Hadrian ; for it is a very 
different thing to forbear making conquests, and to renounce 
them when made. It is possible, however, that the cession 
then made of Mesopotamia and Armenia, however sure to 
be interpreted into the language of fear by the enemy, did 
not imply any such principle in this emperor. He was of 
a civic and paternal spirit, and anxious for the substantial 
welfare of the empire rather than its ostentatious glory. 
But such a distinction in practice depends for its prudence 
altogether on the quality of your antagonist ; with a wretched 
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Asiatic enemy to lose an atom of lustre is — ^to lose the sub- 
stance of victory. The internal administration of affairs 
had very much gone into neglect since the times of Augus- 
tus ; and Hadrian supposed that he could effect more public 
good by an extensive progress through the empire, and by 
a personal correction of abuses, than by any military enter- 
prise. It is, besides, asserted that he received an indem- 
nity in money for the provinces beyond the Euphrates. But 
still it remains true, that in his reign the God Terminus 
made his first retrograde motion ; and this emperor became 
naturally an object of public obloquy at Home, and his name 
fell under the superstitious ban of a fatal tradition connected 
with the foundation of the capitoL The two Antoninesy 
Titus and Marcus, who came next in succession, were truly 
good and patriotic princes; perhaps the only princes in 
the whole series who combined the virtues of private and 
of public life. In their reigns the frontier line was main- 
tained in its integrity, and at the expense of some severe 
6ghting under Marcus, who was a strenuous general at the 
same time that he was a severe student. It is, however, 
tme, as we observed above, that, by allowing a settlement 
within the Eoman frontier to a barbarous people, Marcus 
Aurelius raised- the first ominous precedent in favour of 
those Gothic, Vandal, and Frankish hives, who were as yet 
hidden behind a cloud of years. Homes had been obtained 
by Trans-Danubian barbarians upon the Cis-Danubian 
territory of Rome : that fact remained upon tradition : 
whilst the terms upon which they had been obtained, how 
much or how little connected with fear, necessarily became 
liable to doubt and to oblivion. Here we pause to remark, 
that the first twelve Caesars, together with Nerva, Trajan, 
Hadrian, and the two Antonines, making seventeen empe- 
TtiiBf compose the first of four nearly equal groups, wno 
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occapied the throne in sacceasion until the extinction of the 
Western Empire. And at this point be it obeerved — that 
is, at the termination of the first group — ^we take leaye of 
all genuine virtue. In no one of the succeeding princes, if 
ve except Alexander Seyerus, do we meet with any good- 
ness of heart, or even amiableness of manners. The best in 
a public sense, of the future emperors, were harsh and 
repulsive in private character. 

The second group, as we have classed them, terminating 
with Philip the Arab, commences with Commodus. This 
unworthy prince, although the son of the excellent Marcus 
Antoninus, turned out a monster of debauchery. At the 
moment of his father's death, he was present in person at 
the head-quarters of the army on the Danube, and of neces- 
sity partook in many of their hardships. This it was which 
fninished his evil counsellors with their sole argument for 
nrgiag his departure to the capital A council having been 
convened, the faction of court sycophants pressed upon his 
attention the inclemency of the dimate, contrasting it with 
the genial skies and sunny fields of Italy ; and the season, 
which happened to be winter, gave strength to their repre- 
sentations. What 1 would the emperor be content for ever 
to hew out the frozen water with an axe before he could 
assuage his thirst? And, again, the total want of fruit- 
trees — did that recommend their present station as a fit one 
for the imperial court ) Commodus, ashamed to found his 
objections to the station upon grounds so unsoldierly as 
these, affected to be moved by political reasons : some great 
senatorial house might take advantage of his distance from 
home, might seize the palace, fortify it, and raise levies in 
Italy capable of sustaining its pretensions to the throne. 
These arguments were combated by Pompeianus, who, be- 
sides his personal weight as an officer, had married the 

H — IX. 
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eldest sister of the young emperor. Shame prevailed for 
the present with Commodus, and he dismissed the council 
with an assurance that he would think farther of it The 
sequel was easy to foresee. Orders were soon issued for 
the departure of the court to Borne ; and the task of 
managing the barbarians of Dacia, was delegated to lieute- 
jiants. The system upon which these officers executed their 
commission was a mixed one of terror and persuasion. 
Some they defeated in battle ; and these were the m^'o- 
rity ; for Herodian says, xXcio-tovs twv pap^apiav oirXois 
ix^tpioa-avTo :* others they bribed into peace by large sums 
of money. And no doubt this last article in the policy of 
Commodus was that which led Gibbon to assign to his 
reign the first rudiments of the Roman declension. But it 
should be remembered, that, virtually, this policy was but 
the further prosecution of that which had already been 
adopted by Marcus Aurelius. Concessions and tempera- 
ments of any sort or degree showed that the Pannonian 
frontier was in too formidable a condition to be treated 
with uncompromisiug rigour. ' T^ dfiepifivov wvov/icvos, pur- 
chasing an immunity from all further anxiety, Commodus 
(as the historian expresses it) iravra iSlBov ra airovfieva 
— conceded all demands whatever. His journey to Rome 
was one continued festival : and the whole population of 
Rome tmn^d out to welcome him. At this period he was 
undoubtedly the darling of the people : his personal beauty 
was splendid ; and he was connected by blood with some 
of the greatest nobility. Over this flattering scene of hope 
and triumph clouds soon gathered : with the mob, indeed, 
there is reason to think that he continued a favourite t(» 
the last; but the respectable part of the citizens were 



* i. e., Most of the barbariaus they subdued by arms. 
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speedily disgusted with his self-degradation, and came to 
hate him even more than ever or by any class he had been 
loved. The Roman pride never shows itself more conspi- 
cuously throughout all history, than in the alienation of 
heart which inevitably followed any great and continued 
outrages upon his own majesty, committed by their em- 
peror. Cruelties the most atrocious, acts of vengeance the 
most bloody, fratricide, parricide, all wcro viewed with more 
toleration than oblivion of his own inviolable sanctity. 
Hence we imagine the wrath with which Rome would 
behold Commodus, under the eyes of four hundred thou- 
sand spectators, making himself a party to the contests of 
gladiators. In his earlier exhibitions as an archer, it is 
possible that his matchless dexterity, and his unerring eye, 
would avail to mitigate the censures : but when the Roman 
Imperator actually descended to the arena in the garb and 
equipments of a servile prize-fighter, and personally engaged 
in combat with such antagonists, having previously sub- 
mitted to their training and discipline — ^the public indigna- 
tion rose to a height which spoke aloud the language of 
encouragement to conspiracy and treason. These were not 
wanting : three memorable plots against his life were de- 
feated ; one of them (that of Matemus, the robber) accom- 
panied with romantic circumstances,* which we have nar- 
rated in an earlier paper of this series. Another was set 
on foot by his eldest sister, Lucilla ; nor did her close rela- 
tionship protect her from capital punishment. In that 
instance, the immediate agent of her purposes, Quintianus, 

* On this occasion we may notice that the final execution of the 
vengeance prqjected by Maternns, was reserved for a public festival, 
exactly corresponding to the modern carnival; and from an expres- 
81011 ased by Herodian, it is plain that masquerading^ under gay 
Mid dramatic disguises, had been an ancient practice in Rome. 
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a young man, of signal resolution and daring, who had 
attempted to stab the emperor at the entrance of the 
amphitheatre, though baffled in his purpose, uttered a word 
which rang continually in the ears of Commodus, and poi- 
soned his peace of mind for ever. His vengeance, perhaps, 
was thus more effectually accomplished than if he had at 
once dismissed his victim from life. << The senate,'* Quin- 
tianus had said, << sends thee this through me :*' and hence- 
forward the senate was the object of unslumbering suspi- 
cions to the emperor. Yet the public suspicions settled 
upon a different quarter ; and a very memorable scene must 
have pointed his own in the same direction, supposing that 
he had previously been blind to his danger. 

On a day of great solemnity, when Eome had assembled 
her myriads in the amphitheatre, just at the veiy moment 
when the nobles, the magistrates, the priests, all, in short, 
that was venerable or consecrated in the States, with the 
Imperator in their centre, had taken their seats, and were 
waiting for the opening of the shows, a stranger, in the robe 
of a philosopher, bearing a staff in his hand (which alao 
was the professional ensign of a philosopher*), stepped for- 
ward, and, by the waving of his hand, challenged the at- 
tention of Commodus. Deep silence ensued : upon which, 
in a few words, ominous to the ear as the handwriting on 
the wall to the eye of Belshazzar, the stranger unfolded to 
Commodus the instant peril which menaced both his life 
and his throne, from his great servant Perennius. What 
personal purpose of benefit to himself this stranger might 
have connected with his public warning, or by whom he 
might have been suborned, was never discovered ; for he 
was instantly arrested by the agents of the great officer 

* See Casaubon's notes upon Theophrastua- 
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whom lie had denounced, dragged away to punishment, and 
put to a cruel death. Oommodus dissembled his panic for 
the present : but soon after, having received undeniable 
proofs (as is alleged) of the treason imputed to Perennius, 
in the shape of a coin which had been struck by his son, 
he caused the father to be assassinated ; and, on the same 
day, by means of forged letters, before this news could 
reach the son, who commanded the Illyrian armies, he lured 
him also to destruction, under the belief that he was obey- 
ing the summons of his father to a private interview on the 
Italiim £rontier. So perished those enemies, if enemied they 
really were. But to these tragedies succeeded others far 
more comprehensive in their mischief, and in more continu- 
ous succession than is recorded upon any other page of uni- 
versal history. Rome was ravaged by a pestilence— by a 
famine — ^by riots amounting to a civil war — by a dreadful 
massacre of the unarmed mob — ^by shocks of earthquake — 
and, finally, by a fire which consumed the national bank,* 
and the most sumptuous buildings of the city. To these 
horrors, with a rapidity characteristic of the Roman depra- 
vity, and possible only under the most extensive demoraliza- 
tion of the public mind, succeeded festivals of gorgeous 
pomp, and amphitheatrical exhibitions, upon a scale of 
grandeur absolutely unparalleled by all former attempts. 
Then were beheld, and familiarized to the eyes of the Ro- 
man mob, to children, and to women, animals as yet 
known to us, says Herodian, only in pictures. Whatever 
strange or rare animal could be drawn from the depths of 
India, from Slam, and Pegu, or from the unvisited nooks 

* Yiz., the Temple of Peace ; at that time the most magnificent 
edifice in Rome. Temples, it is well known, were the places nsed in 
ancient times as banks of deposit. For this function they were ad- 
mirably fitted by their inviolable sanctity. 
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of Etliiopia, were now brought together as subjects for the 
archeiy of the universal lorcL* Invitatious (and the invi- 
tations of kings are commands) had been scattered on this 
occasion profusely ; not, as heretofore, to individuals or to 
families, but, as was in proportion to the occasion where 
an emperor was the chief performer, to nations. People 
were summoned by circles of longitude and latitude to come 
and see — things that eye had not seen, nor ear heard of — 
the specious miracles of nature brought together from arctic 
and from tropic deserts, putting forth their strength, their 
speed, or their beauty, and glorifying by their deaths the 
matchless hand of the Boman king. There was beheld the 
lion from Bilidulgerid, and the leopard from. Hindustan — 
the rein-deer from polar latitudes — ^the antelope from the 
Zaara — and the leigh, or gigantic stag, from Britain. 
Thither came the buflfalo and the bison, the white bull of 
Northumberland and Qfdloway, the unicorn from the 
regions of Nepaul or Thibet, the rhinoceros and the river- 
horse from Senegal, with the elephant of Ceylon or Siam. 
The ostrich and the cameleopard, the wild ass and the zebra^ 
the chamois from Alpine peaks of ice, the wild goat from 

* What a prodigious opportunity for the zoologist ! And consi- 
dering that these shows prevailed for 500 years, during all which 
period the amphitheatre gave bounties, as it were, to the hunter and 
the fowler of every climate, and that, by means of a stimuloB so con- 
stantly applied, scarcely any animal, the shyest, rarest, fiercest, 
escaped the demands of the arena,— no one fact so much illustrates 
the inertia of the public mind in those days, and the indifference to 
all scientific pursuits, as that no annotator should have risen to Pliny 
the el9er* — no rival to the immortal tutor of Alexander. 

* Whose great work is the earliest prophetic sketch descending from elassio tfames, 
of an encyclopedia. Yet had not Greece, three centuries and more before Plinj, 
shown us sketches the most magnificent of such an encydopaedia, in the wioas 
efisays of Aristotle ? Certainly. But the result is unsatistectoiy, and doubly so. 
Known works of Aristotle are wanting ; and inversely, others which oflnar themselves 
a» his, are either spurious beyond all question, or, upon internal eridenoe, are 
doubtful 
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Cretey and the ibex firom the etenial sonahine of Angoni, — 
all brought their tributeB of beauty or deformity to theee 
Tast aceldamas of Borne : their savage voices ascended in 
tumultuous uproar to the chambers of the oapitol : a million 
of spectators sat round theiA : standing in the centre was a 
single statuesque figure — ^the imperial sagittaiy, beautiful 
as an Antinons, and majestic as a Jupiter, whose hand was 
80 steady and whose eye so true, that he was never known 
to miss, and who, in this aocompUshment at least, was so 
abijplute in his exceUence, that as we are assured by a writer 
not disposed to flatter him, the very foremost of the Par- 
thian archers and of the Mauritanian lancers \Ilap$vaLiiav 
ot To^iKrjv OKpipovvreg, Kal Mavpovcricov ot axovri^civ 
apurrofc] were not able to contend with him. Juvenal, in 
a well-known passage upon the disproportionate endings of 
illustrious careers, drawing one of his examples from l^larius, 
says that he ought, for his own gloiy, and to make his end 
correspondent to his life, to have died at the moment when 
he descended from his triumphal chariot at the portals of 
the capitoL And of Commodus, in like manner, it may be 
afl&rmed that, had he died in the exercise of his peculiar 
art, with a hecatomb of victims rendering homage to his 
miraculous skill, by the regularity of the files which they 
presented, as they lay stretched out dying or dead upon the 
arena, — ^he would have left a splendid and a characteristic 
impression of himself upon that nation of spectators who 
had witnessed his performance. He was the noblest artist 
in his own profession that the world had ever seen — in 
archery he was the Bobin Hood of Eome ; he was in the 
very meridian of his youth ; and he was the most beautiful 
man of his own times [tcDv KaO* lairrov avSpdrntav KoXX^i 
€vjr/3«r€<rTaTos.] He would therefore have looked the part 
admirably of the dying gladiator ; and he would have died 
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in Ids natural vocation. But it was ordered otherwise ; Ids 
death was destined to private malice, and to an ignoble 
hand. And much obscurity still rests upon the motives of 
the assassins, though its circumstances are reported possibly 
with truth and certainly with unusual minuteness of detail. 
One thing is evident, that the public and patriotic motives 
assigned by the perpetrators as the remote grounds of their 
conspiracy, cannot have been the true ones. 

The grave historian may sum up his character of Com- 
modus by saying that, however richly endowed with natural 
gifts, he abused them all to bad purposes ; that he dero- 
gated from his noble ancestors, and disavowed the obliga- 
tions of his illustrious name ; and, as the climax of his 
offences, that he dishonoured the purple — aia-xpois lariTi/Scv- 
fiaa-iv — ^by the baseness of his pursuits. All that is true, 
and more than that. But these considerations were not of 
a nature to affect his parasitical attendants veiy nearly or 
keenly. Yet the stoiy runs — that Marcia, his privileged 
mistress, deeply affected by the anticipation of some further 
outrages upon his high dignity which he was then meditat- 
ing, had carried the importunity of her deprecations too far ; 
that the irritated emperor had consequently inscribed her 
name, in company with others (whom he had reason to tax 
with the same offence, or whom he suspected of similar 
sentiments), in his little black book, or pocket souvenir of 
death ; that this book, being left under the cushion of a 
sofa, had been conveyed into the hands of Marcia by a 
little pet boy, called Philo-Commodus, who was caressed 
equally by the emperor and by Marcia ; that she had im- 
mediately called to her aid, and to the participation of her 
plot, those who participated in her danger ; .and that the 
proximity of their own intended fate had prescribed to them 
an immediate attempt ; the circumstances of which were 
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these. At mid-day the emperor was accustomed to bathe, 
and at the same time to take refreshmenta On this occa- 
sion, Marda, agreeably to her eastern, presented him with 
a goblet of vine, medicated with poison. Of this wine, 
having just returned from the fatigues of the chase, Corn- 
modus drank freely, and almost immediately fell into heavy 
slumbers ; from which, however, he was soon aroused by 
deadly sickness. That was a case which the conspirators 
had not taken into their calculations ; and they now began 
to fear that the violent vomiting which succeeded might 
throw off the poison. There was no time to be lost ; and 
the barbarous Marcia, who had so often slept in the arms 
of the young emperor, was the person to propose that he 
should now be strangled. A young gladiator named Nar- 
cissus was therefore introduced into the room ; what passed 
is not known circumstantially; but, as the emperor was 
young and athletic, though off his guard at the moment, 
and under the disadvantage of sickness, and as he had him- 
self been regularly trained in the gladiatorial discipline, 
there can be little doubt that the vile assassin would meet 
with a desperate resistance. And thus, after all, there is 
good reason to think that the emperor resigned his life in 
the character of a dying gladiator.* 



* It is worthy of notice, that, under any suspension of the impera- 
torial power or ofiQce, the senate was the body to whom the Roman 
mind even yet continued to turn. In this case, both to colour their 
crime with a show of public motives, and to interest this great body 
in their own favour by associating them in their own dangers, the 
conspirators pretended to have found a long roll of senatorial names 
included in the same page of condemnation with their own. Shallow 
fabrication ! The story of the little black memorandum book is child- 
ish. Courtezans are not anxious for the maintenance of public dig- 
nity; and princes, who are meditating vindictive murders, do not 
need any written mementos of their angry purposes. 
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So periflhed the eldest and sole surviving son of the great 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus; and the throne passed into 
the momentary possession of two old men, who reigned in 
succession each for a few weeks. The first of these was 
Pertinaz, an upright man, a good officer, and an unseason- 
able reformer ; unseasonable for those times, and, therefore, 
more so for himself. Laetus, the ringleader in the assassina- 
tion of Commodus, had been at that time the prastorian 
prefect, an office which a German writer considers as best 
represented to modern ideas by the Turkish post of grand 
vizier. Needing a protector at this moment, he naturally 
fixed his eyes upon Pertinax, as then holding the powerful 
command of city prefect (or governor of Kome). Him 
therefore he recommended to the soldiery, that is, to the 
praetorian cohorts. The soldiery had no particular objec- 
tion to the old general, if he and they could agree upon 
terms ; his age being doubtless appreciated as a first-rate 
recommend*^tion, in a case where it insured a speedy re- 
newal of the lucrative bargain : the bargain was good in 
proportion as it promised a speedy repetition. 

The only demur arose with Pertinax himself : he had 
been leader of the troops in Britain, subsequently superin- 
tendent of the police in Eome, thirdly proconsul in Africa, 
and finally consul and governor of Eome. In these great 
official stations he stood so near to the throne as to observe 
the dangers with which it was surrounded ; and it is as- 
serted that he declined the offered dignity. But it is added, 
that, finding the choice allowed him lay between immediate 
death* and ax^ceptance, he closed with the proposals of the 

* Historians have failed to remark the contradiction between this 
statement and the allegation that Ijaetas selected Pertinax for the 
throne on a consideration of his ability to protect the assaRsins of 
Commodus. 
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praetorian cohorts, at the rate of about nintty-fliz pounda 
per man ; which largess he paid by bringing to sale the 
rich furniture of the last emperor. The danger which 
usually threatened a Roman Csesar in such cases was lest 
he should not be able to fulfil his contract But in the 
case of Pertinaz the danger began from the moment when 
he had fulfilled it As a debtor he was safe ; but when 
the bill against him had been rweipted, he became ripe 
for deatk Conceiving himself to be now released from 
his dependency, on the reasonable assumption that his 
official authority was at length settled upon a sure foun- 
dation, when the last arrears of the purchase money 
had been paid down, he commenced his reforms, civil as 
well as military, with a zeal which alarmed all those who 
had an interest in maintaining old abuses. To two great 
factions he thus made himself especially obnoxious ; to the 
praetorian cohorts, and to the courtiers under the last reign. 
The connecting link between these two parties was Lsetus, 
who belonged personally to the last, but still retained his 
influence with the first Possibly his fears were alarmed ; 
but, at all events, his cupidity was dissatisfied. He con- 
ceived himself to have been ill rewarded ; and immediately 
resorting to the same weapons which he had used against 
Oommodus, he stimulated the praetorian guards to murder 
the emperor. Three hundred of them pressed into the 
palace : Pertinax attempted to harangue them, and to vin- 
dicate himself; but not being able to obtain a hearing, he 
folded his robe about his head, called upon Jove the Aven- 
ger, and was immediately despatched. 

The throne was again empty after a reign of about eighty 
days ; and now came the memorable scandal of putting up 
the empire to auction. There were two bidders, Sulpicianus 
and Didius Julianus. The first, however, at that time 
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govenior of Rome, lay under a weight of suspicion, being 
the father-in-law of Pertinaz, and likely enough to exact 
vengeance for his murder. He was besides outbid by Ju- 
lianus. Sulpician offered about one hundred and sixty 
pounds a man to the guards ; his rival offered two hundred, 
and assured them besides of immediate payment ; " For," said 
he, << I have the money at home, without needing to raise 
it from the possessions of the crown.*' Upon this the empire 
was knocked down to Didius as the highest bidder. So 
shocking, however, was this transaction to the Roman pride, 
that the guards durst not leave their own creation without 
military protection. The resentment of an unarmed mob, 
however, soon ceased to be of foremost importance ; for this 
resentment extended rapidly to all the frontiers of the em> 
pire, where the armies felt that the praetorian cohorts had 
no exclusive title to give away the throne ; and their leaders 
felt, that, in a contest of this nature, their own claims were 
incomparably superior to those of the present occupant. 
Three great candidates therefore started forward : Septimios 
Severus, "v^ho commanded the armies in Ulyria, Pescennius 
Niger in Syria, and Albinus in Britain. Severus, as the 
nearest to Rome, marched and possessed himself of that dty. 
Vengeance followed upon all the accomplices in the late 
murder. Julianus, unable to complete his bargain, had 
already been put to death, as a deprecatory offering to the 
approaching army. Severus himself inflicted death upon 
Lsetus, and dismissed the praetorian cohorts. Thence march- 
ing against his Syrian rival, Niger, who had formerly been 
his friend, and who was not wanting in militaiy skOl, he 
overthrew him in three great battles. Niger fled to Antioch, 
the seat of his late government, and was there decapitated. 
Meantime Albinus, the British commander-in-chief, had 
already been won over by the title of Caesar, or adopted heir 
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to tlie new Augustus. But the hollowness of this bribe 
soon became apparent; and the two competitors met to 
decide their pretensions at Lyons. In the great battle which 
followed, Severus fell from his horse, and was at first sup- 
posed to be dead But recovering, he defeated his rival, 
who immediately committed suicide. Severus displayed his 
ferocious temper sufficiently by sending the head of Albinus 
to Rome. Other expressions of his natural character soon fol- 
lowed : he suspected strongly that Albinus had been favoured 
by the senate ; forty of that body, with their wives and chil- 
dren, were immediately sacrificed to his wrath ; is this cred- 
ible ) but he never forgave the rest, nor endured to live upon 
terms of amity amongst them. Quitting Rome in disgust, he 
employed himself first in making war upon the Parthians, 
who had naturaUy, from situation, befriended his Syrian rival 
Their capital cities he overthrew ; and afterwards, by way 
of employing his armies, made war in Britain. At the city 
of York he died ; and to his two sons, Qeta and Caracalla, 
he bequeathed, as his dying advice, a maxim of policy, which 
sufficiently indicates the situation of the empire at that 
period; it was this — " To enrich the soldiery at any price, 
and to regard the rest of their subjects as so many ciphers.** 
But, as a critical historian remarks, this was a short-sighted 
and self-destroying policy ; since in no way is the subsistence 
of the soldier made more insecure, than by diminishing the 
general security of rights and property to those who are not 
soldiers, from whom, after all, the funds must be sought, 
upon which the soldier himself must draw for pay and for 
supplies. The two sons of Severus, whose bitter enmity is 
so memorably put on record by their actions, travelled 
simultaneously from York to Rome ; but so mistrustful of 
each other, that at every stage the rancorous brothers took 
up their quarters at different houses. Geta has obtained 
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the sympathy of Listorians, because he happened to be tie 
victim ; but there is reason to think, that each of the princes 
was laying murderous snares for the other. The weak cre- 
dulity, rather than the conscious innocence, of QetA, led to 
the catastrophe; he presented himself at a preconcerted 
meeting with his brother in the presence of their common 
mother, and was murdered by Caracalla in his mother's 
arms. He was, however, avenged ; the horrors of that 
tragedy, and remorse for the twenty thousand murders 
which had followed, never forsook the guilty Caracalla 
Quitting Rome, but pursued into every region by the bloody 
image of his brother, the emperor henceforward led a wan- 
dering life at the head of his legions ; but never was there 
a better illustration of the poet's maxim that 

" Remorse is as the mind in which it grows :" 

gloomy, in short, and fretful in a nature of ferocious instincts, 
but softening into gentle penitential issues only under gra- 
cious affections of love and pity and self-renunciation. Cer- 
tainly Caracalla's remorse put on no shape of repentance. 
On the contrary, he carried anger and oppression wherever 
he moved ; and protected himself from plots only by living 
in the very centre of a nomadic camp. Six years had passed 
away in this manner, when a mere accident led to his assas- 
sination. For the sake of security, the office of prsetorian 
prefect had been divided between two commissioners ; one 
for military affairs, the other for civil. The latter of these 
two officers was Opilius Macrinus. This man has, by some 
historians, been supposed to have harboured no bad inten- 
tions ; but, unfortunately, an astrologer had foretold that he 
was destined to the throne. The prophet was laid in irons 
at Borne, and letters were despatched to Caracalla, apprising 
him of the case. These letters, as yet unopened, were trans- 
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ferred by the emperor, then occupied in witnessing a race, 
to Macrinus, who thus became acquainted with the whole 
grounds of suspicion against himself, — grounds which, to 
the jealousy of the emperor, he well knew would appear 
substantial proofe. Upon this he resolved to anticipate the 
emperor in the work of murder. The head-quarters were 
then at Edessa ; and upon his instigation, a disappointed 
centurion, named Martialis, animated also by revenge fbi 
the death of his brother, undertook to assassinate Oaracalla. 
An opportunity soon offered, on a visit which the prince 
made to the celebrated temple of the moon at Carrhse. The 
attempt was successful : the emperor perished ; but Martialis 
paid the penalty of his crime in the same hour, being shot 
by a Scythian archer of the body-guard. 

Macrinus, after three days' interregnum, being elected 
emperor, began his reign by purchasing a peace from the 
Parthians. What the empire chiefly needed at this moment, 
is evident from the next step taken by the new emperor. 
He laboured to restore the ancient discipline of the armies 
in all its rigour. He was aware of the risk he ran in this 
attempt ; and that he was so, is the best evidence of the 
strong necessity which existed for reform. Perhaps, how- 
ever, he might have surmounted his difficulties and dangers, 
had he met with no competitor round whose person the 
military malcontents could rally. But such a competitor 
soon arose ; and, to the astonishment of all the world, in 
the person of a Syrian. The Emperor Severas, on losing 
hifl first wife, had resolved to strengthen the pretensions of 
his family by a second marriage with some lady having a 
regal " genesis," that is, whose horoscope promised a regal 
destiny. Julia Domna, a native of Syria, offered him this 
dowry, and she became the mother of Greta. A sister of 
this Julia^ called Moesa, had, through two different daugh- 
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ters, two grandBons — Heliogabaliis and Alexander Seyenis. 
The mutineers of the army rallied round the first of these ; 
a battle was fought ; and Macrinus, with his son Diadume- 
nianus, whom he had adopted to the succession, were cap- 
tured and put to death. Heliogabalus succeeded, and 
reigned in the monstrous manner which has rendered his 
name infamous in history. In what way, however, he lost 
the affections of the army, has never been explained.* His 
mother, Sooemias, the eldest daughter of Moesa, had repre- 
sented herself as the concubine of Caracalla ; and Helioga- 
balus, being thus accredited as the son of that emperor, 
whose memory was dear to the soldiery, had enjoyed the 
full benefit of that descent, nor can it be readily explaioed 
how he came to lose it. 

Here, in fact, we meet with an eminent instance of that 
dilemma which is so constantly recurring in the history of 
the Caesars. If a prince is by temperament disposed to 
severity of manners, and naturally seeks to impress his own 
spirit upon the composition and discipline of the army, we 
are sure to find that he was cut off in his attempts by pri- 
vate assassination or by public rebellion. On the other 
hand, if he wallows in sensuality, and is careless about all 
discipline, civil or military, we then find as certainly that 
he loses the esteem and affections of the army to some rival 
of severer habits. That very defect of sternness, viz., defect 
of a quality which would assuredly have entailed a murder- 
ous fate, is pleaded as a reciprocating or alternate ground 
of violent death by these brawling scoundrels, who know 
not even their own minds for six days in succession. And 
in the midst of such oscillations, and with examples of such 

* Elsewhere we Lave explained that Heliogabalus was simply a 
foolish boy, perhaps a lunatic, and left too early without natural 
guardians. 
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contradictory interpretation, we cannot wonder that the 
Roman princes did not oftener take warning hy the misfor- 
tunes of their predecessora In the present instance, Alex* 
ander, the cousin of Heliogabalns, without intrigues of his 
own, and simply (as it appears) by the purity and sobriety 
of his conduct, had alienated the affections of the army fiN)m 
the reigning prince. Either jealousy or prudence had led 
Heliogabalus to make an attempt upon his rival's life ; and 
this attempt had nearly cost him his own through the 
mutiny which it caused. In a second uproar, produced 
by some fresh intrigues of the emperor against his cousin, 
the soldiers became unmanageable, they were maddened 
by reports, true or false, and they refused to pause 
until they had massacred Heliogabalus. together with his 
mother, and had raised his cousin Alexander to the 
throne. 

The reforms of this prince, who reigned under the name 
of Alexander Severus, were extensive and searching ; not 
only in his court, which he purged of all notorious abuser 
but throughout the whole machinery and framework of the 
army. He cashiered, upon one occasion, an entire legion : 
and the legion of Rome, it must be remembered, though 
fluctuating (as might be expected) through a course of one 
thousand years, never amounted to less than five modem 
battalions of the last 150 years, ^. e., five times ^00 men. 
Three thousand men you may count on at the least. But 
at some periods, the legion numbered as much as five, or even 
six thousand men. And, in fact, with its complementaiy 
wings of auxiliar cavalry was virtually what in France (and 
since the Crimean war at home) is called a Division, He 
restored, as far as he was able, the ancient discipline ; and, 
above all, he liberated the provinces from military spolia- 
tion. " Let the soldier," said he, " be contentgj with his 
h2 
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pay ; and whatever more he wants, let him obtain it by 
victory from the enemy, not by pillage from his fellow- 
Bubj^yfc." But whatever might be the value or extent of 
his reforms in the marching regiments, Alexander could not 
succeed in bending the praetorian guards to his yoka 
Under the guardianship of his mother Mammaea, the con- 
duct of state affairs had been submitted to a council of 
sixteen persons, at the head of which stood the celebrated 
lawyer Ulpian. To this minister the praetorians imputed 
the reforms, and perhaps the whole principle and inspira- 
tion which breathed throughout the actual reforms ; for 
they pursued him with a vengeance which is else hardly to 
be explained. Many days was Ulpian protected by the 
citizens of Rome, until the whole city was threatened with 
conflagration ; he then fled to the palace of the young em- 
peror, who in vain attempted to save him from his pursuers 
under the shelter of the imperial purple. Ulpian was mur- 
dered before his eyes ; nor was it found possible to punish 
the ringleader in this foul conspiracy, until he had been re- 
moved by something like treachery to a remote government 
So dreadful is the. empire of triumphant wrong : outrage 
breeds outrage ; treachery necessitates treachery ; and 
crimes, or criminals, that tower up to licentious heights, 
disowning all responsibility, are reached by secret acts of 
vengeance that destroy all sense of honour. Even extra 
legal powers, such as the Roman dictatorship, or our own 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus, or proclamation of mar- 
tial law (where instant execution follows the most hurried 
of trials) are viewed with grief and jealousy by those even 
that resort to such fearful instruments of public wrath. 
But in cases like those so often arising in imperial Rome, 
where an insolent soldiery intercepted all action of law, 
regular or irregular, and in a manner forced the rulers into 
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BCd-et or circuitous acts of retribution that too much wore 
an air yindictive or even perfidious — the tendency lay not 
towards ultra-legal but absohitely towards anti-flocial results ; 
not towards extremities of rigour wounding to all human 
sensibilities, but towards mere anarchy that uprooted the 
basis of all social security. 

Meantime, a great revolution and change of dynasty had 
been effected in Parthia ; the line of the Arsacidte was ter- 
minated; the Parthian empire was at an end; and the 
sceptre of Persia was restored under the new race of the 
Sassanides. Artaxerzes, the first prince of this resurgent 
race, sent an embassy of four hundred select knights, en- 
joining the Roman emperor to content himself with Europe, 
and to leave Asia to the Persians. In the event of a re- 
fusal, the ambassadors were instructed to offer a defiance to 
the Boman prince. Upon such an insult, Alexander could 
not do less, with either safety or dignity, than prepare for 
war. It is probable, indeed, that, by this expedition, which 
drew off the minds of the soldiery from brooding upon the 
reforms which offended them, the life of Alexander was 
prolonged. But the expedition itself was mismanaged, or, 
from some cause, was unfortunate. This result, however, 
does not seem chargeable upon Alexander. AU the pre- 
parations were admirable on the march, and up to the 
enemy's frontier. The invasion it was, which, in a strate- 
gic sense, seems to have been ill combined. Three armies 
were to have entered Persia simultaneously : one of these, 
which was destined to act on a flank of the general line, 
entangled itself in the marshy grounds near Babylon, and 
was cut off by the archery of an enemy whom it could not 
reach. The other wing, acting upon ground impracticable 
for the manoeuvres of the Persian cavalry, and supported by 
Ohosroes the king of Armenia, gave great trouble to Arta- 
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xerxes, and with adequate support from the other armies, 
would doubtless have been victorious. But the central 
army, under the conduct of Alexander in person, discour- 
aged by the destruction of one entire wing, remained sta- 
tionary in Mesopotamia throughout the summer, and, at the 
close of the campaign, was withdrawn to Antioch, re infectd. 
It has been observed that great mystery hangs over the 
operations and issue of this short war. We, however, would 
beg to ask what Roman campaign, in any quarter beyond 
the Euphrates, was other than mysterious in its means or 
ends, its manoeuvres or its results, from the days of Crassus 
and of Antony to those of Julian or Valerian ? Thus 
much, however, is evident, that nothing but the previous 
exhaustion of the Persian king saved the Roman armies 
from signal discomfiture ; and even thus there is no ground 
for claiming a victory (as most historians do) to the Roman 
arms. Any termination of the Persian war, however, ad- 
vantageous or not, was likely to be personally iiyurious to 
Alexander, by allowing leisure to the soldiery for recurring 
to their grievances. Sensible, no doubt, of this, Alexander 
was gratified by the occasion which then arose for repress- 
ing the hostile movements of the Germans. He led his 
army off upon this expedition ; but their temper was 
gloomy and threatening ; and at length, after reaching the 
seat of war, at Mentz, an open mutiny broke out under the 
guidance of Maximin, which terminated in the murder of 
the emperor and his mother. By Herodian the discontents 
of the army are referred to the ill management of the Per- 
sian campaign, and the unpromising commencement of the 
new war in Germany. But it seems probable that a dis- 
solute and wicked army, like that of Alexander, had not 
murmured under the too little, but the too much of militaiy 
service ; not the buying a truce with gold was so likely to 
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haye offended them, as the having led them at all apon an 
enterprise of danger and hardship. 

To the high-principled Alexander, the first of the Ciesam 
that expressed a nascent disposition to fayoar Chris- 
tianiiy (a disposition, by the way, which may secretly 
have precipitated his destruction), succeeded the brutal 
Maximin, originally a big-boned peasant, whose feats of 
strength, when he first courted the notice of the Emperor 
Severus, have been described by Gibbon. He was at that 
period a Thracian rustic ; since then he had risen gradually 
to high offices ; but, according to historians, he retained his 
Thracian brutality to the last That may have been true ; 
but one remark must be made upon this occasion ; Maxi- 
min was especially opposed to the senate ; and wherever 
that was the case, no justice was done to an emperor. Why 
it was that Maximin would not ask for the confirmation of 
his election from the senate has never been explained ; it 
is said that he anticipated a rejection. But, on the other 
hand, it seems probable that the senate supposed its sanc- 
tion to be despised. Nothing, apparently, but this recip- 
rocal reserve in making approaches to each other, was the 
cause of all the bloodshed which followed. The two Gror- 
dians who commanded in Africa were set up by the senate 
against the new emperor ; and the consternation of that 
body must have been great when these champions were 
immediately overthrown and killed. They did not, how- 
ever, despair : substituting the two governors of Rome, 
Pupienus and Balbinus, and associating to them the younger 
Gbrdian, they resolved to make a stand ; for the severities 
of Maximin had by this time manifested that it was a con- 
test of extermination — ^a duel of life and death. Meantime, 
Maximin had broken up from Sirmium, the capital of Pan- 
nonio, and had advanced to Aquileia, — that famous fortresa 
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on the Adriatic, which in every invaaion of Italy was the 
first object of attack. The senate had set a price upon his 
head ; but there was every probability that he would have 
triumphed had he not disgusted his army by immoderate 
severities. It was, however, but reasonable that those 
who would not support the strict though equitable discip- 
line of the mild Alexander, should suffer under the barba- 
rous and capricious rigour of Maximin. That rigour was 
his ruin : sunk and degraded as the senate was, and now 
but the shadow of a mighty name, it was found on this 
occasion to have long arms and dreadful digits for grappling 
with monsters even now in its closing stages of decay. 
Whatever might be the real weakness of this body, the 
rude soldiers yet felt a blind traditionary veneration for its 
sanction, when prompting theln as patriots to an act which 
their own multiplied provocations had but too much recom- 
mended to their passions. The gigantic ploughman, whom 
they were invited by their august senate to kill, was now 
become hateful to themselves from many past severities, 
and no less dreadful than hateful in regard to the many 
similar favours in reversion which Big-Bones promised to 
pay at sight Up to this time Thrace had been content to 
export gladiators for the use of Rome : but now she was 
beginning to export emperors. Could there be a happier 
wind-fall of luck than that he, whom beyond all men 
known it would be a luxury to kill, suddenly by the senate's 
order it had become a duty to kill ? It was patriotism, it 
was virtue, by senat4s consultum or Act of Parliament, tc 
kill this man. For the first time in their lives the soldiers 
found themselves on the highroad to be virtuous. They all 
agreed to be intensely virtuous; and for that purpose 
marched off in a body to the imperial tent. A select party, 
sword in hand, deputed themselves; to wait upon the hn^e 
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hnlk within : their words were n^yt many : but in two 
minntes they bad settled tbe long arrear between the 
parties. A deputation entered the tent of Mazimin, and 
despatched the big old rufSan with the same unpitying 
baste which he had shown under similar circumstances to 
the gentle-minded Alexander. Aquileia opened her gates 
immediately, and thus made it evident that the war had 
been personal to Mazimin. 

A scene followed within a short time which is in the 
highest degree interesting. The senate, in creating two 
emperors at once (for the boy Gordian was probably asso- 
ciated to them only by way of masking their experiment), 
had made it evident that their purpose was to restore the 
old defunct republic and its two consuls. This was their 
meaning; and the experiment had now been twice re- 
peated. The army saw through it : as to the double num* 
ber of emperors, that was of little consequence, farther than 
as lb expressed their intention, viz., by bringing back the 
consular government, to restore the power of the senate, 
and to abrogate that of the army. The prsetorian troops, 
who were the most deeply interested in preventing any 
such revolution, watched their opportunity, and attacked 
the two emperors in the palace. The deadly feud which 
had already arisen between these rival Csesars led each to 
suppose himself under assault from the other. The mistake 
was not of long duration. Carried into the streets of Rome, 
they were both put . to death, and treated with monstrous 
indignities. The young Gordian was adopted by the sol- 
diery. It seems odd that even thus far the guards should 
sanction the choice of the senate, having the purposes which 
they had ; but perhaps Gordian had recommended himself 
to their favour in a degree which might outweigh what they 
considered the original vice of his appointment ; and his 
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youth promised them at least an immediate impunity. This 
prince, however, like so many of his predecessors, soon 
came to an unhappy end. Under the guardiansliip of the 
upright Misitheus, for a time he prospered ; and prepara- 
tions were made upon a great scale for the energetic admi- 
nistration of a Persian war. But Misitheus died, perhaps 
by poison, in the course of the campaign ; and to him suc- 
ceeded, as praetorian prefect, an Arabian officer called 
Philip. The innocent boy, left without friends, was soon 
removed by murder; and a monument was afterwards 
erected to his memory, at the junction of the Aboras and 
the Euphrates. Great obscurity, however, clouds this part 
of history ; nor is it so much as known in what way the 
Persian war was conducted or terminated, 

Philip, having made himself emperor, celebrated, upon 
his arrival in Rome, the secular games, in the year 247 
of the Christian era — ^that being the completion of a 
thousand years* from the foundation of Rome. But 
Nemesis was akeady on his steps. An insurrection had 
broken out amongst the legions stationed in Moesia ; and 
they had raised to the purple some officer of low rank. 
Philip, having occasion to notice this affair in the senate, 
received for answer from Decius, that probably the pseudo- 

* " The completion of a thotisand years^"* — ?. e., of a thoasand 
years since the foundation of Rome, and not (let the reader observe) 
since the birth of Eomulus. Subtract from 1000 (as the total lapse of 
years since the natal day of Home) the number 247 as representing 
that part of the 1000 which had accumulated since the era of Christ, 
at the epoch of the Secular Games, and there will remain 753 for the 
sum of the years between Ronie^s nativity and the year of our Lord. 
But as Eomulus must have reached manhood when he founded the 
robber city, suppose him 23 years old at that era, and his birth will 
fall in the year 776 before Christ. And this is the year generally 
assigned. But it must be remembered that there are dissentient 
echemes of chronology. 
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iinperator would prove a mere eyanesoent phantom. This 
conjecture was confirmed ; and Philip in consequence cou- 
ceived a high opinion of Dedus, whom (as the insurrection 
still continued) he judged to be the fittest man for sup- 
pressing it. Dedus accordingly went, armed with the 
proper authority. But on his arrival, he found himself 
compelled by the insurgent army to choose between empire 
and death* Thus constrained, he yielded to the wishes of 
the troops ; and then hastening with a veteran army into 
Italy, he fought the battle of Verona, where Philip was 
defeated and killed, whilst the son of Philip — ^need it be 
said ? — ^was murdered at Borne by the praetorian guards. 

With Philip ends, according to our distribution, the 
second series of the Csesars, comprehending Commodns, 
Pertinax, Didius Julianus, Septimius Sevems, Caracalla, 
and Geta, Macrinus, Heliogabalus, Alexander Severus, 
Mazimin, the two Gordians, Pupienus and Balbinus, the 
third €k)rdian, and Philip the Arab. 

In looking back at this series of Csesars, we are horror- 
struck at the blood-stained picture. WeU might a foreign 
writer, in reviewing the same succession, declare, that it is 
like passing into a new world when the transition is made 
from this chapter of the human history to that of modem 
Europe. From Commodus to Decius are sixteen names, 
which, spreading through a space of fifty-nine years, assign to 
each Csesar a reign of less than four years. And Casaubon 
remarks, that, in one period of 1 60 years, there were seventy 
persons who assumed the Boman purple ; which gives to 
each not much more than two years. On the other hand, 
in the history of France, we find that through a period of 
1200 years there have been no more than sixty-four kings : 
upon an average, therefore, each king appears to have enjoyed 
a reign of nearly nineteen years. This vast difference in 

1 — IX. 
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security is due to two great principles, — ^that of primogeni 
ture as between son and son, and of hereditary succession 
as between a son and every other pretender. Well may we 
hail the principle of hereditary right as realizing the praise 
of Burke applied to chivaby, viz., that it is " the cheap 
defence of nations ;" for the security which is thus obtsdned, 
be it recollected, does not regard a small succession of 
princes, but the whole rights and interests of social man : 
since the contests for the rights of belligerent rivals do not 
respect themselves only, but very often spread ruin and 
proscription amongst all orders of men. The principle of 
hereditary succession, says one writer, had it been a dis- 
covery of any one individual, would deserve to be consi- 
dered as the very greatest ever made ; and he adds acutely, 
in answer to the obvious, but shallow objection to it (viz., 
its apparent assumption of equal ability in father and son 
for ever), that it is like the Copemican system of the 
heavenly bodies, so contradictory to our sense and first im- 
pTf'issions, but true notwithstanding. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Returning to our eketch of tho Caesars, — ^at the heail 
of the third series we place Dedus. He came to the throne 
at a moment of great public embarrassment. The Ooths 
were now beginning to press southwards upon the empire. 
Dada they had ravaged for some time ; " And here,*' says 
a Geirman writer, << observe the shortsightedness of the 
Emperor Tngan. Had he left the Dacians in possession of 
their independence, they w6uld, under their native kings^ 
have made head against the Goths. But, being compelled 
to assume the character of Boman citizens, they had lost 
their warlike qualities. From Dacia the Goths had de- 
scended upon Moesia ; and, passing the Danube, they laid 
siege to Marcianopolis, a city buUt by Tngan in honour of 
his sister. The inhabitants paid a heavy ransom for their 
town ; and the Goths were persuaded for the present to 
return home. But sooner than was expected, they retume<i 
to Moesia, under their king, Eoiiva ; and they were abready 
engaged in the siege of Nicopolis, when Decius came in 
sight at the head of the Roman army. The Goths retired, 
but it was to Thrace ; and, in the conquest of Philippopolis, 
they found an ample indemnity for their forced retreat and 
disappointment. Decius pursued, but the king of the 
Goths turned suddenly upon him ; the emperor was obliged 
to fly; the Roman camp was plundered ; Philippopolis was 
taken by storm; and its whole population, reputed at 
more than a hundred thousand souls, destroyed. 
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Such was the first great irruption of the barbarians into 
the Roman territory : and panic was diffused on the wings 
of the wind over the whole empire. Decius, however, was 
firm, and made prodigious efforts to restore the balance of 
power to its ancient settlement. For the moment he had 
some partial successes. He cut off several detachments of 
Goths, on their road to reinforce the enemy ; and he 
strengthened the fortresses and garrisons of the Danube. 
But his last success was the means of his total ruin. He 
came up with the Goths at Forum Terebronii, and, having 
surrounded their position, he had good reason to think 
their destruction inevitable. A great battle ensued, and a 
mighty victory to the Goths. Nothing is now known of 
the circumstances, except that the third line of the Romans 
was entangled inextricably in a morass (as had happened 
in the Persian expedition of Alexander). Decius i)erished 
on this occasion, nor was it possible to find his dead body. 
It does not absolutely follow from the mere fact undrcum- 
stantiated of Decius having been a persecuting anti-Christian, 
that he must have been a bad man. But this is an inference 
too probable from the rancorous fury of his persecution. To 
his reign belongs the legend of the Seven Sleepers, a sep- 
temvirate of Christian youths, who sought an asylum from 
the imperial wrath in the recesses of a cavern ; fell asleep ; 
and first of all awakened from their slumbers some four 
generations later ; found their persecutor utterly forgotten ; 
and themselves restored to an inheritance of hopes no longer 
irreconcilable with the demands of their religious conscience. 
This great defeat naturally raised the authority of the Senate, 
in the same proportion as it depressed that of the army; 
and by the wiU of that body, Hostilianus, a son of Dedus, 
was raised to the empire ; with Gallus however, an ex- 
perienced commander, for his associate. Ostensibly, the 
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reason assigned for this measure was the youth of Hoatili- 
anus : but in reality, the whole arrangement was goyemed 
by the secret policy of the Senate for restoring the consul- 
ate, and the ancient machinery of the Republic. But no 
skill or experience could avail to retrieve the sinking power 
of Borne upon the Blyrian frontier. The Roman army was 
disorganized, panic-stricken, reduced to skeleton battalions. 
Without an army, what could be done ? And thus it may 
really have been no blame to Qallu% that he made a treaty 
with the Gk>th8 more degrading than any parallel act in the 
long annals of Rome. By the terms of this infamous bar- 
gain, the enemy were allowed to carry off an immense 
booty, amongst which was a long roll of distinguished 
prisoners ; and Caesar himself it was — ^not any lieutenant 
or agent that might have been afterwards disavowed — who 
volunteered to purchase their future absence by an annual 
tribute. The very army which had brought their emperor 
into the necessiiy of submitting to such abject concessions, 
were the first to take offence at this natural result of their 
own failures. GkJlus was already ruined in public opinion, 
when further revelations deepened the shadows of his dis- 
grace. It was now supposed to have been discovered, that 
the late dreadful overthrow of Forum Terebronii was due to 
his individual false counsels, however much of the disaster 
must according to rule and custom be laid at the door of 
Dedus, who could not be divested of his supreme responsi- 
bility; and, as the young Hostilianus happened to die 
about this time of a contagious disorder, Gallus was charged 
with his murder. Even a ray of prosperity, which just 
now gleamed upon the Roman arms, aggravated the dis- 
grace of GaUus, and was instantly made the handle of his 
rain. JBmilianus, the governor of Moesia and Pannonia^ 
inflicted some loss, whether damage or disgrace, upon the 
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Goths : and in the enthusiasm of sudden pride, upon an 
occasion which contrasted so advantageously for him with 
the military conduct of Decius and Qallus, the soldiers of 
his own legion raised .^Smilianus to the purple. No time 
was to be lost. Smnmoned by the troops, .^Smilianus 
marched into Italy ; and no sooner had he made his ap- 
pearance there, than the praetorian guards murdered the 
Emperor Grallus and his son Volusianus, by way of confirm- 
ing the election of w^milianus. The new emperor offered 
to secure the frontiers, both on the east and on the Danube, 
from the incursions of the barbarians. This offer may be 
regarded as thrown out for the conciliation of all classes in 
the empire. But to the Senate, in particular, he addressed a 
message, which forcibly illustrates the p:)litical position of 
that body in those times, ^milianus proposed to resign 
the whole ciyO administration into the hands of the Senate, 
reserving to himself only the unenviable burthen of the 
military interests. His hope was, that in this way making 
himself in part the creation of the Senate, he might 
strengthen his title against competitors at Rome, whilst 
the entire military administration going on under his own 
eyes, exclusively directed to that one object, would give 
him some chance of defeating the hasty and tumultuary 
competitions so apt to arise amongst the legions upon the 
frontier. In these calculations of w^milianus, the reader 
wiU notice — as one most impressive and ominous pheno- 
menon — that all his anxiety is directed to intrigues and 
the balancing of parties at home, and no particle of his care 
pointed to the enemy outside. Such a policy might reaUy 
be required : but in this necessity lay the deepest argu- 
ment and gloomiest pledge of public ruin. We notice the 
transaction chiefly as indicating the anomalous situation of 
the Senate. Without poorer in a proper sense, or no mote, 
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however, tlian tlie indirect power of wealth, that ancient 
body retained an immense auctorUa$; that is, an influence 
built upon ancient reputation, which, in their case, had the 
strength of a religiouB supentition in all Italian minda. 
This influence the senators exerted with eflfect, whenever 
the course of events had happened to cripple the army, or 
to prostrate the momentaiy Csosar. And never did they 
make a more continuous and sustained effort for retrieving 
their ancient power and place, together with the whole 
system of the republic, than during the period at which we 
have now arrived. From the time of Maximin, in fact, to 
the accession of Aurelian, the Senate perpetually interposed 
their credit and authority, like some Deus ex machind in 
dramatic catastrophes. And if this one fact were all that 
had survived of the public annals at this period, we might 
sufficiently collect the situation of the two other parties in 
the empire — the army and the imperator ; the weakness 
and precarious tenure of the one, and the anarchy of the 
other. And hence it is that we can explain the hatred 
borne to the Senate by vigorous emperors, such as Aurelian, 
succeeding to a long course of weak and troubled reigns. 
Such an emperor presumed in the Senate, and not without 
reason, that same spirit of domineering interference as ready 
to manifest itself, upon any opportunity offered, against him- 
self, which in his earlier days, he had witnessed so repeatedly 
in successful operation upon the fates and prospects of others. 
The situation indeed of the world — ^meaning by ^^tlie 
world " (or, in the phrase then current, 17 oiKovfievrj), that 
great centre of civilisation, which, running round the Me- 
diterranean in one continuous belt of great breadth, still 
composed the Boman Empire — was at this time profoundly 
interesting. The crisis had arrived. In the East, a new 
dynasty (the Sassanides) had remoulded ancient elements. 
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into a new form, and breathed a new life into an empire^ 
which else was gradually becoming crazy, or even ^lalsied, 
from age, and which, at any rate, by losing its unity, must 
have lost its vigour as an offending power. Parthia was 
languishing and drooping as an anti-Boman state, when the 
last of the Arsacide expired. A perfect PalingmesU was 
wrought by the restorer of the Persian empire, which pretty 
nearly re-occupied (and gloried in re-occupying) the very 
area that had once composed the empire of Cyrus. Even 
this Palingenesis might have terminated in a divided em- 
pire : vigour might have been restored, but in the shape of 
a polyarchy (such as the Saxons established in England), 
rather than a monarchy ; and in reality, at one moment, 
that appeared to be a probable event. Now, had this been 
the course of the revolution, an aUiance with one of these 
kingdoms would have tended to balance the hostility of any 
other (as was in fact the case when Alexander Sevems 
saved himself from the Persian power by a momentaiy 
alliance with Armenia). But all the elements of disorder 
had in that quarter re-combined themselves into severe 
unity j and thus was Bome, upon her eastern frontier, laid 
open to a new power ebullient with juvenile activity and 
vigour, just at the period when the languor of the decaying 
Parthian had allowed the Boman discipline to fall into a 
corresponding declension. Such was the condition of Bome 
upon her oriental frontier.^ On the northern it was much 
worse. Precisely at the crisis of a great revolution in 
Asia, which demanded in that quarter more than the total 
strength of the empire, and threatened to demand it for 

* And it is a striking illustration of the extent to which the revo' 
lution had gone, that preTionsly to the Persian expedition of the last 
Gordian, Antioch, the Boman capital of Syria, had been occupied by 
the enemy. 
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ages to oome, did the GothB, tmder their earliest denomina- 
tioDS of Getoe^ with many other associate tribes, begin to 
push with their horns against the northern gates of the 
empire : the whole line of the Danube, and, pretty nearly 
about the same time, of livers more western (upon which 
tribes from Swabia and Franconia were beginning to 
gather in terrific masses), now became insecure ; and the 
great rivers ceased in effect to be the barriers of Rome. 
Taking a middle point of time between the Parthian revo- 
lution and the fatal overthrow Afforam Terebronii, we may 
fix upon the reign of Philip the Arab (who naturalized 
himself in Bome by the appellation of Marcus Julius), as 
the epoch from which the Roman empire, already sapped 
and undermined by changes from within, began steadily 
to give way from without And this reign dates itself 
in the series by those ever-memorable secular or jubilee 
games, which celebrated the thousandth year from the foun- 
dation of Rome.^ 

Resuming our sketch of the Imperial history, we may 
remark the natural embarrassment which must have pos- 
sessed the Senate, when two candidates for the purple were 
equally earnest in appealing to thevn^ and their deliberate 
choice, as the best foundation for a valid election. Scarcely 
had the ground been cleared for ^milianus, by the murder 
of Gallus and his son (the invariable clearance of the stage 
in the succession of Caesars !) when Valerian, a Roman se- 
nator (of such eminent merit, and confessedly so much the 

* This Arab emperor reigned about five years ; and the jubilee 
celebration occurred in his second year. Another circumstance gives 
importance to the Arabian, that, according to one tradition, he was 
the first Christian emperor. If so, it is singular that one of the 
bitterest persecutors of Christianity should have been his immediate 
fiuGcessar — ^viz., Decius. 
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foremost noble in all the qualities essential to the veij deli* 
cate and comprehensiye functions of a Censor,* that Dedns 
had revived that office expressly in his behalf), entered Italy 
at the head of the army from GrauL He had been sum- 
moned to his aid by the late emperor, Gallus ; but, arriving 
too late for his support, he determined to avenge him. Both 
^^milianus and Valerian recognised the authority of the 
Senate, and professed to act under that sanction ; but it was 



* It has proved a most difficult problem, in the hands of all specu- 
lators upon the imperial history, to throw any light apon the purposes 
of the Emperor Decius, in attempting the reyival of the ancient but 
necessarily obsolete office of a public censorship. Either it was an 
act of pure verbal pedantry, or a mere titular decoration of honour 
(as if a modem prince should create a person Arch-Grand-Elector, 
with no objects assigned to his electing faculty), or else, if it really 
meant to revive the old duties of the censorship, and to assign the 
very same field for the exercise of those duties, it must be viewed as 
the very grossest practical anachronism that has ever been committed. 
We mean by an anachronism, in common usage, that sort of blunder 
when a man ascribes to one age the habits, customs, or the inalienable 
characteristics of another. This, however, may be a mere lapse of 
memory, as to a matter of fact, and implying nothing at all discreditable 
to the understanding, but only that a man has shifted the boundaries of 
chronology a little this way or that ; as if, for example, a writer should 
speak of printed books as existing at the day of Agincourt, whereas 
that battle [a.d. 1415] preceded the invention of printing by nearly 
thirty years, or of artillery as existing in the first Crusade, here would 
be an error, but a very venial one. A far worse kind of anachronism, 
though rarely noticed as such, is where a writer ascribes sentiments 
and modes of thought incapable of co-existing with the sort or the 
degree of civilisation then attained, or otherwise incompatible with 
the structure of society in the age or the country assigned. For in- 
stance, in Southey's Don Roderick there is a cast of sentiment in the 
Grothic king's remorse and contrition of heart, which has struck many 
readers as utterly unsuitable to the social and moral development of 
that age, and redolent of modem Methodism. This, however, we 
mention only as an illustration without wishing to hazard an opinion 
upon the justice of that criticism. But even such an anachronism ii 
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the soldieiy that cut the knot, as usual, by the sword. 
iEmilianus was encamped at Spoleto ; but as the enemy 
drew near, his soldiera^ shrinking no doubt firom a contest 
with yeteian troops, made their peace by murdering the 
new emperor, and Valerian was elected in his stead. This 
prince was already an old man at the time of his election ; 
but he lived long enough to look back upon the day of his 
inauguration as the blackest in his life. Memorable were 



less startling and extravagant when it is confined to an ideal repre- 
sentation of things, than where it is practically embodied and broaght 
into play amongst the realities of life. What would be thought of a 
man who should attempt, in 1833, to reyive the ancient office of Fool, 
as it existed down to the feign of Henry vm. in England ? Tet the 
error of the Emperor Decius was far greater, if he did in sincerity 
and good faith believe that the Borne of his times was amenable to 
that license of unlimited correction, and of interference with private 
affairs, which republican freedom and simplicity had not conceded to 
the censor. In reality the ancient censor, in some parts of his office, 
was neither more nor less than a compendious legislator. Acts of 
attainder, divorce bills, &c., illustrate the case in England ; they are 
cases of law, modified to meet the case of an individual ; and the 
censor, having a sort of equity jurisdiction, was intrusted with dis- 
cretionary powers for reviewing, revising, and amending, pro re nata, 
whatever in the private Hfe of a Boman citizen seemed, to his ex- 
perienced eye, alien to the simplicity of an austere republic ; what- 
ever tended to excess in household expenditure, according to their 
rude notions of political economy ; and, generally, whatever touched 
the interests of the commonwealth, though not falling within the 
general province of legislation, either because it might appear un- 
dignified in its circumstances, or too narrow in its range of operation 
fur a public anxiety, or because considerations of delicacy andpmdence 
might render it unfit for a public scrutiny. Take one case, drawn 
from actual experience, as an illustration : A Boman nobleman, under 
one of the early emperors, had thought fit, by way of increasing his 
income, to retire into rural lodgings, or into some small villa, whilst 
his splendid mansion in Bome was let to a rich tenant. That a man 
who wore the loHclnve (which in practical effect of splendour we may 
consider equal to the ribbon and star of a modem order}, sbould de- 
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the calamities which fell upon himself, and upon the empire, 
during his reign. He began by associating to himself his 
son Qallienus ; partly, perhaps, for his own relief in public 
business, partly to indulge the Senate in their steady plan 
of dividing the imperial authority. The two emperors un- 
dertook the military defence of the empire, Qallienus pro- 
ceeding to the northern frontier. Valerian to the eastern. 
Under Qallienus, the Franks— otherwise Francis who gave 



scend to such a degrading method of raising money, was felt as a 
ecaodal to the whole nobility.* Tet what could be done ? To have 
interfered with his conduct by an express law, would be to infringe 
the sacred rights of property, and to say, in effect, that a man should 
not do what he would with his own. This would have been a remedv 
far worse than the evil to which it was applied ; nor could it have 
been possible so to shape the principle of a law, as not to make it far 
more comprehensiYe than the momentary occasion demanded. The 
senator's trespass was in a matter of decorum : but the law would 

* This feeling still exists In France. " One winter," says the aatbor of Tlw Eng^ 
liA Army in France, toL it pp. 106-7, " our commanding officer's wife formed th« 
project of hiring the ch&tean during the absence of the owner, bat a more profound 
insult could not haye been offered to a GheTalier de St Lonis. Hire his house 
What could these people take him for? A sordid wretch who would stoop to make 
money by such means ? They ought to be ashamed of themselTes. He ooold 
nerer respect an Englishman again." " And yet," adds the writer, " this gentleman 
(bad an officer been billeted there) would hare ioid him a bottle of wine out of his 
cellar, or a cwt of wood from his stack, or an egg from his hen-house, at a profit 
of fifty per cent., not only without scruple, but upon no other terms. It was as 
common as ordering wine at a taTcm, to call the serrant of any manli estaUirii- 
ment where we happened to be quartered, and demand an account o^ the cellar, 
as well as the price of the wine we selected !" This feeling existed, and perhaps 
to the same extent, two centuries ago, in England. Not only did the aristocracy 
think it a degradation to act the part of landlord with respect to their own houses, 
but also, except in select cases, to act that of tenant Thus the first Lmd Brooke, 
ftbe famous Fulke Ore?ille), who wished it to be inscribed on his tomb— flSere Ues 
the Friend qfSir Philip Sidney, and left writings (both prose and Terse) obscure, it 
is true, but often frill of profound thinking, writing to inform his next naii^bour, 
a woman of rank, that the house she occupied had beon purchased by a London 
cidsen, confesses his fears that he shall in consequence lose so TaluaUe a nei|^* 
hour; for doubtless, he adds, your ladgrship will not remain a tenant to *'8a<di a 
fellow." And yet this " fellow," whom it would be infamy to acc^ for a landlord, 
had notoriously held the office of Lord Mayor, which made htm for the time a priry 
councillor, and consequentiy RlffM Honourable. The Italians of this day make ne 
semple to let off the whole, or eren pan, of thdr fine mansloiis to stnngeiBw 
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name to France, otherwise ^pdyyoi (in pronunciation 
FraQghoi), otherwise (as in Persia and Hindostan) Feringhees, 
or as by the Ottoman Turks they were called Varangians 
(see Sir Walter Scott's Count Robert of Parii) — ^began first 
to make themselves heard of. Breaking into Gaul, they 
passed through that country into Spain j captured Tarragona 
in their route; crossed oyer to Africa; and conquered Mau- 
ritania or Morocco. At the same time, the Alemanni, who 

have trespassed on the first principles of justice. Here, then, was a 
case within the jurisdiction of the censor ; he took notice, in his public 
report, of the senator*s error ; or probably, hefore coming to that 
extremity, he admonished him privately. Just as, in England, had 
there been such an officer, he would have reproved those men of rank 
about the era of Waterloo, who patronized the Whip Club, or the 
pugilistic ^aney, or rode their own horses in a match on a public 
race-course. Such a reproof, however, unless practically operative, and 
powerfully supported by the whole body of the aristocracy, would recoil 
upon its author as a piece of impertinence, and would soon be resented 
as an unwarrantable liberty taken with private rights; the censor 
would be kicked, or challenged to private combat, according to the 
taste of the parties aggrieved. The office is clearly in this dilemma : 
if the censor is supported by the state, then he combines in his own 
person both legislative and executive functions, and possesses a power 
which is frightfully irresponsible ; if, on the other hand, he is left to 
such support as he can find in the prevailing spirit of manners, and the 
old traditionary veneration for his own official character, he stands very 
much in the situation of a priesthood, which has great power or. none 
at all, according to the condition of a country in moral and religious 
feeling, coupled with the more or less primitive state of manners. How, 
then, with any rational prospect of success, could Becius attempt the 
revival of an office depending so entirely on moral supports, in an age 
when all those supports were withdrawn ? The prevailing spirit of 
manners was hardly fitted to sustain even a toleration of such an office 
so far from promising to it a conniving indulgence ; and as to the tra- 
ditionary veneration for its sacred character, thatf probably from long 
disuse of its practical functions, was altogether extinct. If these 
considerations are plain and intelligible even to us, by the men of that 
day they must have been felt with a degree of force that could leave 
CO room for doubt or speculation oo the matter. How was it, then, 
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bad been in motion since the time of Caracalla^ bro&e into 
Lonibardy, across the Rhsetian Alps. The Senate, left with- 
out aid from either emperor, were obliged to make prepara- 
tioDS for the common defence against this host of barbarians. 
Luckily, the very magnitude of the enemy's success, by 
overloading him with booty, made it his interest to retire 
without fighting ; and the degraded Senate, hanging upon 
the traces of their retiring footsteps, without fighting or 



that the emperor only should have been blind to snch general 
light? 

In the absence of all other, even conjectaral solntiona of this diffi- 
culty, we will state our own theory of the matter. Decios, as is evi- 
dent from his fierce persecution of the Christians, was not disposed 
to treat Christianity with indifference, under any form which it might 
assume, or however masked. Yet there were quarters in which it 
lurked not liable to the ordinary modes of attack. Christianity was 
creeping up with inaudible steps into high places,— nay, into the very 
highest. The immediate predecessor of Decius upon the throne, 
Philip the Arab, was supposed (some said was knoum) to be a disciple 
of the new faith ; and amongst the nobles of Borne, through the females 
and the slaves (two orders of society often far asunder in rank, but 
agreeing in this — that to them exclusively the nurseries from cottage 
upwards to the most superb of palaces, were unavoidably open), that 
faith had spread its roots in every direction. Some secrecy, however, 
attached to the profession of a religion so often proscribed. Who 
should presume to tear away the mask which prudence or timidity 
had taken up ? A delator^ or professional informer, was an infamous 
character. To deal with the noble and illustrious, the descendants of 
the Marcelli and the Gracchi, there must be nothing less than a great 
state officer, supported by the imperator and the Senate, having an 
unlimited privilege of scrutiny and censure, authorized to inffict the 
brand of infamy for offences not challenged by the letter of the law>~ 
an office emanating from an elder institution, familiar to the days of 
reputed liberty. Such an officer was the censor ; and such, according 
to our solution of the case, were the anti christian puposes of Deciuii 
iu his revival. Not the prestige, nor the avctoritaSf of the censor 
was what Becius coveted — but his power of sneaking and wrigglicg 
into households. The Censor was a Right Hon. Sticak. 
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daring to fight, claimed the honours of a victory. Even 
then, however, they did more than was agreeable to the 
jealousies of Gallienus, who by an edict publicly rebuked 
their presumption, and forbade them in future to appear 
amongst the legions, or to ezerdse any military functions : 
for, in the eternal conflict of Senate and Caesar, this late 
apparition of the Senate formed a bad precedent. Gallienus 
himself, meanwhile, could devise no better way of providing 
for the public security, than by marrying the daughter of 
his chief enemy, the king of the Maroomanni On this side 
of Europe the barbarians were thus quieted for the present ; 
but the Goths of the Ukraine, in three marauding expeditions 
of unprecedented violence, ravaged the wealthy regions of 
Asia Minor, as well as the islands of the .£gean Archipelago ; 
and at length, under the guidance of deserters, landed in the 
port of the Pyrseus, which bears the same maritime relation 
to Athens, that Leith does to Edinburgh. Advancing from 
this point; after sacking Athens and the chief cities of Greece, 
they marched on Epirus, and began to threaten Italy. But 
the defection at this crisis of a conspicuous chieftain, and the 
burden of their booty, made these wild marauders anxious to 
provide for a safe retreat ; the imperial commanders in 
Moesia listened eagerly to their offers : and it set the seal 
to the public dishonours, that, after having traversed so vast 
a territory almost without resistance, these ruffians were 
now suffered to retire under the very guardianship of those 
whom they had visited with military execution. 

Such were the terms upon which the Emperor Grallienus 
purchased a brief respite from his haughty enemies. For 
the moment, however, he did enjoy security. Far other- 
wise was the destiny of his unhappy father. Sapor now 
ruled in Persia ; the throne of Armenia had vainly striven 
to maintain its independency against his armies, and the 
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daggers of his hired assassins. This rerolution, which so 
much enfeebled the Roman means of war, exactly in that 
proportion increased the necessity for it. War, and that 
instantly, seemed to offer the only chance for maintaining 
the Boman name or existence in Asia. Carrhae and Nisi- 
bis, the two potent fortresses in Mesopotamia, had faJlen ; 
and the Persian arms were now triumphant on the right bank 
not less than on the Icfb bank of the Euphrates. Valerian 
was not of a character to look with indifference upon such 
a scene, terminated by such a prospect ; prudence and 
temerity, fear and conffdence, all spoke a common language 
in this great emergency ; and Valerian marched toward the 
Euphrates with a fixed purpose of driving the enemy beyond 
that river. By whose mismanagement the records of history 
do not enable us to say ; some think of Macrianus, the 
praetorian prefect, some of Valerian himself; but doubtless 
by the treachery of guides co-operating with errors in the 
general, the Eoman army, according to a fate which had 
now become as periodically recurrent as any tertian or 
quartan fever, was entangled in marshy ground ; partial 
actions followed, and skirmishes of cavaliy, in which the 
Romans suddenly awoke to a ghastly consciousness of their 
situation : retreat was cut -off, advance was barred, and to 
fight was now found to be without hope. In these circum- 
stances they offered to capitulate. But the haughty Sapor 
would listen to nothing short of unconditional surrender ; 
and to that course the unhappy emperor submitted. Various 
traditions* have been preserved by history concerning the 

* Some of these traditions have been preserved, which represent 
Sapor as using his imperial captive for his horse-block or anabathrum, 
in mounting his horse. Others, which is irreconcilahle with this 
tale, allege that Sapor actually flayed his unhappy prisoner while yet 
ahve. The temptation to these stories was perhaps found in the 
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fate of Valerian : all agree that he died in misery and cap- 
tivity ; but some hare circumstantiated this general state- 
ment by features of exoessive misery and special degradation. 
But these were perhaps added afterwards as picturesque 
improvements of the scenical interest, or by ethical writers, 
in order to point and strengtiien the moral Gallienus now 
ruled alone, except as regarded the restless efforts of insur- 
gent pretenders to the purple, thirty of whom are said to 
have arisen in his single reign. This, however, is probably 
an exaggeration. Nineteen such ambitious rebels are men- 
tioned by name ; of whom the chief were Calpumius Piso, 
a Roman senator ; Tetricus, a man of rank who claimed a 
descent from Pompey, from Crassus, and even from Numa 
PompiliuB, and maintained himself some time in Gaul and 
Spain ; TrebeUianus, who founded a republic of robbers in 
Isauria which survived himself by centuries ; and Odena- 
thns, the Syrian. Others were mere Terrce fili% or adven- 
turers, who flourished and decayed in a few days or weeks ; 
and of these the most remarkable was a working armourer 
named Marius. Not one of the whole number eventually 
prospered, except Odenathus ; and he, though originally a 
rebel, yet, in consideration of services against Persia^ was suf- 
fered to retain, and to transmit hi% pretty kingdom of Pal- 
myra* to his widow Zenobia. He was even complimented 



craviog for the marvelloaB, and in the desire to make the contrast 
more striking hetween the two extremes in Valerian's life. 

* Palmyra, the Scriptural Tadmor in the wilderness^ to which in 
our days Lady Hester Stanhope (niece to the great minister Pitt, and 
seventy times seven more orientally prond, though daughter of the 
ireebom nation, than ever was Zenohia that from infancy trode on 
the necks of slaves) made her way from Damascus, at some risk, 
amongst clouds of Arabs, she riding the whole way on horseback in 
the centre of robber tribes, and widii a train such as that of sultans 
or of Boman proconsuls. 
i2 . 
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with the absurd title of Augustus (t.^., of Sebaatv^, as in a 
Greek city). All the rest perished. Their rise, however, and 
local prosperity at so many different points of the empire^ 
showed the distracted condition of the state, and its internal 
weakness. That again proclaimed its external peril No 
other cause had called forth this diffusive spirit of insurrec- 
tion than the general consciousness, so fatally warranted, of 
the debility which had now emasculated the government, and 
its incompetency to deal vigorously with the public enemies.* 
The very granaries of Rome, Sicily and Egypt, were the seats 
of continued ^mevtes, or (in language more commensurate) of 
convulsions ; in Alexandria, the second city of the empire, 
there was even a civil war which lasted for twelve years. 
Dissension, misery, and morbid symptoms, and frenzied 
movements of ambition, expressed themselves by sullen mut- 
terings or whispers over the whole face of the empire. 

The last of the rebels who directed his rebellion person- 
ally against Gallienus was Aureolus. Passing the Bhaetian 
Alps, this leader sought out and defied the emperor. He 
was defeated, and retreated upon Milan ; but Gallienus, in 
pursuing him, was lured into an ambuscade, and perished 
from the wound inflicted by an archer. With his dying 
breath he is said to httve recommended Claudius to the 
favour of the Senate ; and at all events Claudius it was who 
succeeded. Scarcely was the new emperor installed, before 
he was summoned to a trial not only arduous in itself, but 

■ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^1P— ^— ^M^^^^^^^—— — ^»^l ■■■III ■ ■ l^^^ — I I ■ ■ ■ III , 

* And this incompetency was permanently increased by rebellions 
that might be brief and fugitive in all other effects. In this particu- 
lar effect the most trivial and fleeting insurrections left durable Bears, 
since each separate insurgent almost necessarily maintained himself 
for the moment by spoliations and robberies which left lasting effects 
behind them ; and too often he was tempted to ally himself with 
some foreign enemy amongst the barbarians, who perhaps in this way 
gained an introduction into the heart of the empire. 



THE OASABS. 211 

terrific by the veiy name of the enemy. The Qotha of the 
Ukraine, in a new armament of six thousand vesselB, had 
again descended by the Bosphorus into the south, and had 
sat down before Thessalonica, the capital at that time of 
Macedonia. Claudius marched against them with the de- 
termination to yindicate the Roman name and honour : 
'<Know," said he, writing to the Senate, "that 320,000 
Goths have set foot upon the Roman soil Should I con- 
quer them, your gratitude will be my reward. Should I 
fall, do not forget who it is that I have succeeded ; and 
that the commonwealth is exhausted." No sooner did the 
Goths hear of his approach, than, with transports of fero- 
cious joy, they gave up the siege, and hurried to annihilate 
the last pillar of the empire. The mighty battle which 
ensued, neither party seeking to evade it, took place at 
Nai^mis. At one time the liions were giving way, when 
suddenly, by some happy manoeuvre of the emperor, a 
Roman corps found its way to the rear of the enemy. The 
Goths gave way in their turn, and their defeat was total 
According to most accounts they left 50,000 dead upon the 
field ; probably a plausible guess from some great arith- 
metician. The campaign still lingered, however, at other 
points, until at last the emperor succeeded in driving back 
the relics of the Gothic host into the fastnesses of the 
Balkan ; * and there the greater part of them died of hun- 
ger and pestilence. These great services performed, within 
two years from his accession to the throne, Claudius, by the 
rarest of fates, died in his bed at Sirmium, the capital of 

* " Balkan : " — ^A Russian general in our own day, for crossing 
this difiGcult rauge of mountains as a victor, wa3 by the Czar Nicho- 
las laised to the title of Balkanahi. But it seems there should right- 
fiilly have been an elder creation. Glandius might have pre-occupied 
the groT nd as the original Balkaniki. 
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Pannonia. His brother Qaintilius, who had a great com- 
maud in Aquileia, immediately assumed the pmple; but 
his usurpation lasted only seventeen days; for the last 
emperor, with a single eye to the public good, had recom- 
mended Aurelian as his successor, guided by his personal 
knowledge of that general's strategic qualities. The army 
of the Danube confirmed the appointment; and Quintilius 
upon that decision committed suicide. Aurelian was of the 
same harsh and forbidding character, but with the same 
qualities of energy and decision, as the Emperor Severus : 
he had, however, the qualities demanded by the times ; 
stem and resolute, not amiable princes, were needed by 
the exigencies of the state. The hydra-headed Goths were 
again in the field on the Ulyrian quarter : Italy itself was 
invaded by the Alemanni ; and Tetricus, the rebel, still 
survived as a monument exemplifying the weakness of 
Gallienus. All these enemies were speedily repressed or 
vanquished by Aurelian. But it marks the real declen- 
sion of the empire, a declension which no personal vigour 
in the emperor was any longer sufficient to disguise, that, 
even in the midst of victory, Aurelian found it necessary to 
make a formal surrender, by treaty, of that Dacia which 
Trajan had united with so much ostentation to the empire. 
Europe was now again in repose ; and Aurelian found him- 
self at liberty to apply his powers as a re-organizer %nd 
restorer to the East. In that quarter of the world a mar- 
vellous revolution had occurred. The little oasis of Palmyra, 
from a Koman colony, had grown into the leading province 
of a great empire. This verdant island of the desert, to- 
gether with Syria and Egypt, formed an independent and 
most insolent monarchy under the sceptre of Zenobia.* 

* Zenobia is complimented by all historians for her magnanimity; 
Imt with no foundation in trath. Her first salutation to Aurelian was 
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After two battles lost in Syria, Zenobia retreated to Pal- 
myra. With great difficulty* Auielian pursued her; and 
with still greater difficulty he pressed the siege of Palmyra. 
Zenobia looked for relief from Persia ; but at that moment 
Sapor died, and the Queen of Palmyra fled upon a drome- 
dary, but was pursued and captured. Palmyra surrendered 
and was spared; but unfortunately, with a folly which 
marks the haughty spirit of the place untrained to face the 
chances of ordinary experiences, scarcely had the conquer- 
ing army retired when a .tumult arose, and the Roman 
garrison (of 600 men) was slaughtered. Little knowledge 
could those have had of Aurelian*s character, who tempted 
him to acts but too welcome to his cruel nature by such 
an outrage as this. The news overtook the emperor on 
the Hellespont. Earth has witnessed no such jubilant 
explosion of vindictiye hatred, unless it were in the retali- 
ation (too probably just, as we now^ 1859, can guess), 
by Nadir Shah,t on the perfidious citizens of Delhi for a 
similar massacre of the garrison which he had left behind. 
Instantly, without pause, " like At^ hot from hell," Aure- 
iian retraced his steps, reached the guilty city, and con- 
signed it, with all its population, to that utter destruction 
from which it has never since arisen. The energetic admi- 
nistration of Aurelian had now restored the empire — ^not to 



a specimen of aly'ect flattery ; and her last pvhlie words were evi- 
dences of the basest treachery in giving up her generals, and her chief 
connsellor LoDginus, to the vengeance of the nngenerons enemy. 

* "Diffictdtyl" — ^Difficulty from what ? We presume from scarcity 
of provisions, and (as regarded the siege) scarcity of wood. But mark 
how these vaunted and Taunting Romans, so often as they found 
themselves in our modem straits, sat down to cry. Heavier by far 
have been our British perplexities upon many an Oriental field ; bat 
did we sit down to cry ? 

f Otherwiie known as Kouli Khan. 



-■kJ' 



214 THE CiBSARS. 

f 

its lost vigour, tliat was impossible — ^but to a condition of 
repose. This was a condition more agreeable to the empire 
than to the emperor. Peace was hateful to Aurelian ; and 
he sought for war, where it could seldom be sought in rain, 
upon the Persian frontier. But he waa not destined to 
reach the Euphrates ; and it is worthy of notice, as a pron 
vidential ordinance, that his own unmerciful nature was the 
ultimate cause of his fate. Anticipating the emperor's 
seyerity in punishing some errors of his own, Mucassor, a 
general officer in whom Aurelian placed especial confidence, 
assassinated him between Byzantium and -Heraclea. An 
interregnum of eight months succeeded, during which there 
occurred a contest of a memorable nature. Some historians 
have described it d& strange and surprising. To us, on the 
contrary, it seems that no contest could be more naturaL 
Heretofore the great strife had been in what way to secure 
the reversion or possession of that great dignity ; whereas 
now the rivalship lay in declining it. But surely such a 
competition had in it, under the circumstances of the em- 
pire, Httle that can justly surprise us. Always a post of 
danger, and so regularly closed by assassination, that in a 
course of two centuries there are hardly to be found three 
or four cases of exception, the imperatorial dignity had now 
become burdened with a public responsibility which exacted 
great military talents, and imposed a perpetual and per- 
sonal activity. Formerly, if the emperor knew himself to 
be surrounded with assassins, he might at least make, his 
throne, so long as he enjoyed it, the couch of a voluptuary. 
The " Ave imperator 1 " was then the summons, if to the 
supremacy in passive danger, so also to the supremacy in 
power, and honour, and eigoyment. But now it was a 
summons to never-ending tumults and alarms, an iiguno- 
tion to that sort of vigilance without intermission, which. 
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even from the poor sentinel, k exacted only when on duty. 
Not Rome, but the frontier ; not the aurea damu^y but a 
camp, was the imperial residence. Power and rank, whilst 
in that residence, could be had in no larger measure by 
Caesar (u Ceesar, than by the same individual as a mili- 
tary commander-in-chief; and, as to enjoyment, that for 
the Roman imperator was now extinct Rest there could 
be none for him. Battle was the tenure by which he held 
his office ; and beyond the range of his trumpet's blare, his 
sceptre was a broken reed. The office of Csesar at this 
time resembled the situation (as it is sometimes described in 
romances) of a knight who has achieved the favour of some 
capricious lady, with the present possession of her castle 
and ample domains, but which he holds under the known 
and accepted condition of meeting all challenges whatsoever 
offered at the gate by wandering strangers, and also of 
jousting at any moment with each and all amongst the 
inmates of the castle, as often as a wish might arise to 
benefit by the chances in disputing his supremacy. 

It is a circumstance, moreover, to be noticed in the aspect 
of the Roman monarchy at this period, that the pressure of 
the evils we are now considering, applied to this particular 
age of the empire beyond all others, as being an age of 
transition from a greater to an inferior power. Had the 
power been either greater or conspicuously less, in that pro- 
portion would the pressure have been easier, or none at all. 
Being greater, for example, the danger would have been 
repelled to a distance so great that mere remoteness would 
have disarmed its terrors, or otherwise it would have been 
violently overawed. Being less, on the other hand, and 
less in an eminent degree, it would have disposed all par- 
ties, as it did at an after period, to regular and formal com- 
promises in the shape of fixed annual tributes. At present 
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the policy of the barbarians along the vast line of the north- 
em frontier, was, to tease and irritate the provinces which 
they were not entirely able, or were prudentially unwilling, 
to dismember. Yet, as the almost annual irruptions were 
at every instant ready to be converted into coup-de-mains 
upon Aquileia, upon Verona, or even upon Rome herself, 
unless vigorously curbed at the outset, each emperor at 
this period found himself under the necessity of standing in 
the attitude of a champion or propugnator on the frontier 
line of his territory, ready for all comers, and with a 
pretiy certain prospect of having one pitched battle at the 
least to fight in every successive summer. There were 
nations abroad at this epoch in Europe who did not migrate 
occasionally, or occasionally project themselves upon the 
civilized portion of the globe, but who made it their steady, 
regular occupation to do so, and lived for no other purpose. 
Through seven hundred years the Roman Republic might 
be styled a republic militant : for about one century further 
it was an empire triumphant ; and now, long retrograde, it 
had reached that point at which again, but in a dififerent 
sense, it might be styled an empire militant. Originally 
it had militated for glory and power ; now its militancy 
was for a free movement of aspiring and hopeftd existence. 
War was again the trade of Rome, as it had been once 
before ; but in that earlier period war had been its highest 
ambition ; now it was its dire necessity. 

Under this analysis of the Roman condition, need we 
wonder, with the crowd of unreflecting historians, that the 
(Senate, at the era of Aurelian's death, should dispute amongst 
ea<3h other ; not, as once, for the possession of the sacred 
purple, but for the luxury and safety of declining it 1 The 
sad pre-eminence was finally imposed upon Tacitus, a sena* 
tor who traced his descent from the historian of that namei 
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He liad reached an age of seventy-five years, and possessed 
a fortune of three millions sterling.* Vainly did the agi- 
tated old senator open his lips to decline the perilous honour ; 
five hundred voices insisted upon the necessity of his com- 
pliance ; he was actually hustled into empire, and thus, a^ 
a foreign writer observes, was the descendant of him whose 
glory it had been to signalize himself as the hater of despo- 
tism, under the absolute necessity of becoming, in his own 
person, an unrelenting despot. 

This aged senator was thus compelled to be emperor, 
and to exchange the voluptuous repose of a palace, which 
he was never to revisit, for the hardships of a distant 
camp. His first act was strikingly illustrative of the 
Eoman condition, as we have just described it. Aurelian 
had attempted to disarm one set of enemies by turning 
the current of their fury upon another. The Alani were 
in search of plunder, and strongly disposed to obtain it 
from Roman provinces. " No, no," said Aurelian ; " if 
you do that, I shall unchain my legions upon you. Be 
better advised : keep those excellent dispositions of mind, 
and that admirable taste for plunder, until you come 
whither I will conduct you. Then discharge your fury, 
and welcome ; besides which, I will pay you wages for 
your immediate abstinence ; and on the other side the 
Euphrates you shall pay yourselves." Such was the out- 
line of the contract ; and the Alans had accordingly held 

themselves in readiness to accompany Aurelian from Europe 

* 

* " A fortune of three millions sterling:" — Whence came these 
enormous fortunes ? Several sowces might be indicated ; but amongst 
them perhaps the commonest was this — every citizen of marked dis- 
tinction made it a practice, if circumstances favoured, to leave a 
legacy to others of the same class whom he happened to esteem, or 
wished to acknowledge as special friends. A very good custom, more 
honoured in the observance than thu breach, and ji/articularly well 
suited to our o wn merits. 
K — IX. 
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to his meditated Persian campaign. Meantime, that em- 
peror had perished by treason ; and the Alani were still 
waiting for his successor on the throne to complete his en- 
gagements with themselves, that successor— if inheriting his 
throne — inheriting also in their judgment his total respon- 
sibilities. It happened, from the state of the empire, as we 
have sketched it above, that Tacitus really did succeed to 
the military plans of Aurelian. The Persian expedition 
was ordained to go forward; and Tacitus b^gan, as a 
preliminary step in that expedition, to look about for his 
good allies the barbarians. Where might they be, and 
— ^what doing? Naturally, they had long been weary 
of waiting. The Persian booty might be good after its 
kind ; but it was far away ; and, en attendant, Roman 
booty was doubtless good after its kind. And so, through- 
out the provinces of Cappadocia, Pontus, &c., far as the 
eye could stretch, nothing was to be seen but cities and 
villages in flames. The E-oman army hungered and thirsted 
to be unmuzzled and slipped upon these false friends. But 
this, for the present, Tacitus would not allow. He began 
by punctually fulfilling to the letter Aurelian's contract, — 
a measure which barbarians inevitably construed into the 
language of fear. But then came the retribution. Once 
having satisfied public justice, the emperor was now free for 
vengeance : he unchained his legions : a brief space of time 
sufficed for the settlement of a long reckoning : and through 
every outlet of Asia Minor the Alani fled from the wrath 
of the Roman soldier. Here, however, terminated the mili- 
tary labours of Tacitus ; he died at Tyana* in Cappadocia, 
as some say, from the effects of the climate, co-operating 

• " Tyana:" — ^A city rendered famous as the birthplace and resi- 
lience of that ApoIIonius whose coiijnrings and magiciJ exploits were 
paraded in the early stages of Christianity, as eclipsing the miFSciea 
of the New Testament. 
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wiUi irritations from the insolence of the soldiery : but, as 
Zosimus and Zonaras expressly assure us, under the mur- 
derous hands of his own troops. It was certainly disagree- 
able to be murdered ; but eke the old senator had not much 
to complain of, as seventy-fiye to seventy-six years make a 
fair allowance of life. His brother Florianus at first usurped 
the purple, by the aid of the Illyrian army ; but the choice 
of other armies, afterwards confirmed by the Senate, settled 
upon ProbuSj a general already celebrated under Aurelian. 
The two competitors drew near to each other for the usual 
decision by the sword, when the dastardly supporters of 
Florian offered up their chosen prince as the purchase-money 
of a compromise with his antagonist. Probus, settled in 
his seat by the usual quantity of murder and perfidy, ad- 
dressed himself to the regular business of those times, — to 
the reduction of insurgent provinces, and the liberation of 
others from hostile molestations. Isauria and Egypt he 
visited in the character of a conqueror ; Gaul in the character 
of a deliverer. From the Gaulish provinces he chased in 
succession the Franks, the Burgundians, and the Lygians. 
He pursued the intruders far into their German thickets ; 
and nine of the native German princes came spontaneously 
into his camp, subscribed such conditions as he thought fit 
to dictate, and complied with his requisitions of tribute in 
horses and provisions. This, however, is a delusive gleam 
of Roman energy, little corresponding with the true prevail- 
ing condition of the Roman power, and entirely due to the 
personal qualities of Probus. This prince himself put on 
i-ecord the sense which he entertained of the political pro- 
spects opening before them, by carrying a stone wall, of 
considerable height, from the Danube to the Neckar. Once 
this important gallery of land had been defended by human 
intrepidity ; now by bnite Chiuese arts of masonry. He 
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made various attempts also to efiect a better distribution of 
barbarous tribes, by dislocating tbeir settlements, and making 
extensive translations of their clans, according to the cir- 
cumstances of those times. These arrangements, however, 
suggested often by short-sighted views, and carried into 
effect by mere* violence, were sometimes defeated visibly at 
the time ; and, doubtless, in very few cases accomplished 
the ends proposed. In one instance, where a party of 
Franks had been transported into the Asiatic province of 
Pontus, as a column of defence against the intrusive Alans, 
they, being determined to revisit their own country, swam 
the Hellespont, landed on the coasts of Asia Minor, of 
Greece, and Sicily, plundered Syracuse, steered for the 
Straits of Gibraltar, sailed along the shores of Spain and 
Gaul, passing finally through the English Channel and the 
Grerman Ocean, right onwards to the Frisic and Batavian 
coasts, where they exultingly rejoined their exulting firiends. 
Meantime, all the energy and military skill of Probus could 
not save him from the competition of various rivals. In- 
deed, it must then have been felt, as by us who look back 
on those times it is now felt, that, amidst so continued a 
series of brief reigns, violently interrupted by murders, 
scarcely any idea could arise answering to our modem ideas 
of treason and usurpation. For the ideas of fealty and 
of allegiance, as to an anointed monarch, could have no 
time to take root. Candidates for the purple must have 
been viewed rather as military rivals than as traitors to the 
reigning Caesar. And hence one reason for the slight re- 
sistance which was often experiened by the seducers of 
armies. Probus, however, as accident in his case ordered 
it, subdued all his personal opponents — Satuminus in the 
East, Proculus and Bonoses in GauL For these victories 
he criuinphed in the year 281. But his last hour was crtm 
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then at hand. One point of his military discipline, which 
he called back from elder days, was, to suffer no idleness in 
his camps. He it was who, by military labour, translated 
into Gaul and Hungaiy the Italian vine, to the great in- 
dignation of the Italian monopolist The culture of vine- 
yards, the laying of military roads, the draining of marshes, 
and similar labours, perpetually employed the hands of his 
stubborn and contumacious troops. On some work of this 
nature the army happened to be employed near Sirmiimi, 
and Probus was looking on from a tower, when a sudden 
frenzy of disobedience seized upon the men : a party of the 
mutineers ran up to the emperor, and with a hundred 
wounds laid him instantly dead. That they laid him deadf 
we do not at all doubt ; but the how and the why remain 
as usual perfectly in the dark. The unmeaning tale serves 
only to remind us that in this, as in all other imperial mur- 
ders, we are left without any vestige of a rational inquisi- 
tion into the circumstances. Hardly one of these many mur- 
ders has received any solution. The man was murdered : 
that we understand : it is all regular. But to tell us that 
a party of soldiers ran up to the top of a tower, and there 
murdered him, as though the altitude of the building, or its 
toilsome ascent, furnished a sort of key to an atrocity else 
inexplicable, is to insult us with sheer nonsense. We 
\re told by some writers that the army was immediately 
seized with remorse for its own act ; which, if truly re- 
ported, rather tends to confirm the image otherwise im- 
pressed upon us, of the relations between the army and 
C<uitti, as pretty closely corresponding with those between 
sume fierce wild beast and its keeper ; the keeper, if not 
uniformly vigilant as an Argus, is continually liable to fall 
a sacrifice to the wild instincts of the brute; mastering 
at intervals the reverence and fear under which it ha& 
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been habitually trained* In this case, both the murder- 
ing impulse and the remorse seem alike the effects of a 
brute instinct, and to have arisen under no guidance of 
rational purpose or reflection. The person who profited by 
this murder was Cams, the captain of the guard, a man of 
advanced years. He was proclaimed emperor by the army ; 
and on this occasion there was no further reference to the 
Senate, than by a dry statement of the facts for its informa- 
tion. Troubling himself little about the approbation of a 
body not likely in any way to affect his purposes (which 
were purely martial, and adapted to the tumultuous state 
of the empire), Carus made immediate preparations for pur- 
suing the Persian expedition, — so long promised and so 
often interrupted. Having provided for the security of the 
Illyrian frontier by a bloody victory over the Sarmatians, of 
whom we now hear for the first time, Carus advanced 
towards the Euphrates ; and from the summit of a moun- 
tain he pointed the eyes of his eager army upon the rich 
provinces of the Persian empire. Varanes, the successor of 
Artaxerxes, vainly endeavoured to negotiate a peace. From 
some unknown cause, the Persian armies were not at this 
juncture disposable against Carus : it has been conjectured 
by some writers that they were engaged in an Indian war. 
Cams, it is certain, met with little resistance. He insisted 
on having the Eoman supremacy acknowledged as a preli- 
minary to any treaty ; and having threatened to make Persia 
as bare as his own skull, which luckily, for the effect of his 
rhetoric, happened to be bald, he is supposed to have 
kept his word with regard to Mesopotamia. The great 
cities of Ctesiphon and Seleucia he took ; and vast expec- 
tations were formed at Rome of the events which stood next 
in succession, when, on Christmas-day, 283, a sudden and 
mysterious end overtook Canus and his victorious advance. 
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We are all prepared of course for the costomaiy murder, and 
the customaiy lie for disguising its incidents. The story 
transmitted to Rome was, that a great storm and a sudden 
darkness had surprised the camp of Cams ; that the emperor, 
previously ill and reposing in his tent, was obscured from 
sight ; that at length a cry had arisen, " The emperor is dead ! " 
and that, at the same moment, the imperial tent had taken 
fire. The fire was traced to the confusion of his attendants ; 
and this confusion was imputed by themselves to grief for 
their master^s death. In all this it is easy to read pretty 
circumstantially a murder committed on the emperor by 
corrupted servants, and an attempt afterwards to conceal 
the traces of this murder by the ravages of fire. The report 
propagated through the army, and at that time received 
with credit, was, that Cams had been stmck by lightning : 
and that omen, according to the Boman interpretation, im- 
plied a necessity of retiring from the expedition. So that 
apparently, the whole was a bloody Eoman intrigue, set on 
foot for the purpose of baffling the emperor's resolution to 
prosecute the war ; or else it was a Persian intrigue, buying 
off with money the army which they had no means or pre- 
parations for meeting on the field of battle. His son Nume- 
rian succeeded to the rank of emperor by the choice of the 
army. But the mysterious faction of murderers were still 
at work. Affcer eight months' march from the Tigris to 
the Thracian Bosphoms, the army halted at Chalcedon. 
At this point of time a report arose suddenly, that the 
Emperor JSTUmerian was dead. The impatience of the 
soldiery would brook no uncertainty : they rushed to the 
spot ; satisfied themselves of the fact ; and, loudly de- 
nouncing as the murderer Aper, the captain of the guard, 
committed him to custody, and assigned to Dioclesiau, 
whom at the same time tliey invested with the supreme 



224 THE CJSaABS, 

power, the duty of inyestigating the case. DioclesiAYi 
acquitted himself of this task in a very summaiy way, by 
passing his sword through Aper before he could say a word 
in his defence. Let us all hope that the worthy captain 
had no defence, so that his having no time for words is an 
advantage on all sides : least said, observes the respectable 
old proverb, is soonest mended. As to mending, however, 
poor Numerian was far past it ; so a new Csesar is wanted, 
tho old one being cracked, and who better than Dioclesian. 
It seems that Dioclesian, having been promised the empire 
by a prophetess as soon as he should have killed a wild 
boar (Aper), was anxious to realize the omen. The whole 
jiroceeding has been taxed with injustice so manifest, as 
not even to seek a disguise. Meantime, it should be re- 
membered that, Jlrst, Aper, as the captain of the guard, 
was answerable for the emperor s safety ; secondly/, that his 
anxiety to profit by the emperor's murder was a sure sign 
that he had participated in that act ; and, thirdly, that 
the assent of the soldiery to the open and public act of 
Dioclesian, implies a conviction on their part of Aper's 
guilt. Here let us pause, having now arrived at the fourth 
and last group of the CsBsars, to notice the changes which 
had been wrought by time, co-operating with political events, 
in the very nature and constitution of the imperial ofiice. 

If it should unfortunately happen, that the palace of the 
Vatican, with its thirteen thousand* chambers, were to 
take fire, for a considerable space of time the fire would 
be retarded by the mere enormity of extent which it would 



* " Thirteen thousand chambers J^ — The nnmber of the chambe'^ 
in this prodigious palace is sometimes estimated at that amonnt.. 
But Lady Miller, who made particular inquiries on this subject, sup- 
poRed herself to have ascertained that the total amount, inclnding 
cellars and closets capable of reoeiying a bed, was fifteen thousand. 
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have to tra rerse. But there would come at length a critical 
moment, ab which the mctximum of the retarding effect 
having been attained, the bulk and volume of the flaming 
mass would thenceforward assist the flames in the rapidity 
of their progress. Such was the effect upon the declension 
of the Eoman empire from the vast extent of its territory. 
For a very long period that veiy extent, which finally be- 
came the overwhelming cause of its ruin, served to retard 
and to disguise it. A small encroachment, made at any 
one point upon the integrity of the empire, was neither 
much regarded at Bome, nor perhaps in and for itself much 
deserved to be regarded. But a very narrow belt of 
encroachments, made upon almost every part of so enor- 
mous a circumference, was sufficient of itself to compose 
something of an antagonist force. And to these external 
.dilapidations, we must add the far more important dilapi- 
dations from within, affecting all the institutions of the 
State, and all the forces, whether moral or political, which 
had originally raised it or maintained it. Causes which 
had been latent in the public arrangements ever since the 
time of Augustus, and had been sUently preying upon its 
vitals, had now reached a height which would no longer 
brook concealment. The fire which had smouldered through 
generatioiu9, had broken out at length into an open confla- 
gration. Uproar and disorder, and the anarchy of a super- 
annuated empire, strong only to punish and impotent to 
defend, were at this time convulsing the provinces in every 
point of tlie compass. Eome herself, the eternal city, had 
been menaced repeatedly ; and a still more awful indica- 
tion of the coming storm had been felt far to the south of 
Rome. One long wave of the great German deluge had 
stretched beyond the Pyrenees and the Pillars of Hercules, 
to the very homesteads of ancient Carthage. Victorious 
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banners were already floating on the margin of the Great 
Desert, and they were not the banners of Caesar. Some 
vigorous hand was demanded at this moment, or else the 
funeral knell of Bome was on the point of sounding. In- 
deed^ there is every reason to believe that, had the imbecile 
Carinus (the brother of JSTumerian) succeeded to the com- 
mand of the Roman armies at this time, or any other leader 
than Dioclesian, the Empire of the West would have fallen 
to pieces within the next ten years. 

Dioclesian was doubtless that man of iron whom the 
times demanded ; and a foreign writer has gone so far as 
to class him amongst the greatest of men, if he were not 
even himself the greatest. But the position of Dioclesian 
was remarkable beyond all precedent, and was alone suffi- 
cient to prevent his being the greatest of men, by making 
it necessary that he should be the most selfish. For the 
case stood thus : If Rome were in danger, much more so 
was Caesar. If the condition of the empire were such that 
hardly any energy or any foresight was adequate to its de- 
fence, for the emperor, on the other hand, there was scarcely 
a possibility that he should escape destruction. The chances 
were in an overbalance against the empire; but for the 
emperor, considered as the representative officer embodying 
the state, there was no chance at aE He shared in all 
the hazards of the empire ; and had others so peculiarly 
pointed at himself, that his assassination was now become 
as much, a matter of certain calculation, as seed-time and 
harvest, summer and winter, or any other periodic revolu- 
tion of nature. The problem, therefore, for Dioclesian was 
a double one, — so to provide for the defence and mainten- 
ance of the empire, as simultaneously (and, if possible, 
through the very same institution) to provide for the per- 
sonal security of Caesar. This problem he solved* in some 
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imperfect d^ee, by the only expedient perhaps open to 
him in that despotiBm, and in those times. But it is r» 
markable, that, by the revolution which he effected, the 
office of Roman Imperator was completely altered, and 
Csesar became henceforwards an Oriental Sultan or Padi- 
shaL Augustus, when moulding for his future purposes 
the form and constitution of that supremacy which he had 
obtained by inheritance and by arms, proceeded with so 
much caution and prudence, that even the style and title 
of his office was discussed in council as a matter of the first 
moment. The principle of his policy was to absorb into 
his own functions all those offices which conferred any real 
power to balance or to control his own. For this reason 
he appropriated the tribunitian power ; because that was a 
popular and representative office, which, as occasions arose, 
would have given some opening to democratic influences. 
But the consular office he left untouched ; because all its 
power was transferred to the imperator, by the entire com- 
mand of the army, and by the new organization of the pro- 
vincial governments.* And in all the rest of his arrange- 

* In no point of his policy was the cunning or tho sagacity of 
Augusttis BO much displayed, as in his treaty of partition with the 
Senate, which settled the distribution of the provinces, and their 
future administration. Seeming to take upon himself all the trouble 
and hazard, he did in effect appropriate all the power, and left to the 
Senate little more than trophies of show and ornament. As a first 
step, all the greater provinces, Spain and Gaul, were subdivided into 
many smaller ones. This done, Augustus proposed that the Senate 
should preside over the administration of those amongst them which 
were peaceably settled, and which paid a regular tribute ; whilst all 
those which were the seats of danger, either as being exposed to 
hostile inroads, or to internal commotions, — all, therefore, in fact, 
which could justify the "keeping iip of a mUitaryJorcef he assigned to 
himself. In virtue of this arrangement, the Senate possessed in Africa 
those provinces which had been formed out of Carthage, Oyrene, and 
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ments, Augustus had proceeded on the principle of leaving 
as many openings to civic influences, and impressing upon 
aU his institutions as much of the old Roman character as 
was compatible with the real and substantial supremacy 
established in the person of the emperor. Neither is it at 
all certain, as regarded even this aspect of the imperatorial 
office, that Augustus had the purpose, or so much as the 
wish, to annihilate all collateral power, and to invest the 
chief magistrate with absolute irresponsibility. For himself 
individually, as called upon to restore a shattered govern- 
ment, and out of the anarchy of civil wars to recombine the 

ilie kingdom of Naroidia ; in Earope, the richest and most quiet part 
of Spain [Hispania BoUica), with the large islands of Sicily, Sardinia, 
Corsica, and Crete, and some districts of Greece ; in Asia, the king- 
doms of Pontus and Bithynia, with that part of Asia Minor techni- 
cally called Asia ; whilst, for his own share, Augustus retained Gaul, 
Syria, the chief part of Spain, and Egypt, the granary of Borne ; 
finally, all the military posts on the Euphrates, on the Danube, or 
the Rhine. 

Yet eren the showy concetNions here made to the Senate were 
defeated by another political institution, settled at the same time. It 
had been agreed that the governors of provinces should be appointed 
by the emperor and the Senate jointly. But within the senatorian 
jurisdiction, these governors, with the title of Proconsuls^ were to 
have no military power whatsoever ; and the appointments were good 
only fbr a single year. Whereas, in the imperatorial provinces, where 
the governor bore the title of ProprcBtoTf there was provision made 
for a military establishment ; and as to duration, the office was regu- 
lated entirely by the emperor's pleasure. One other ordinance,, on the 
same head, riveted the vassalage of the Senate. Hitherto, a great 
source of the Senate's power had been found in the uncontrolled 
management of the provincial revenues ; but, at this time, Augustus 
so arranged that branch of the administration, that, throughout the 
senatorian or proconsular provinces, all taxes were immediately paid 
into the cBrariuniy ortreasury of the state; whilst the whole revenues 
jof the proprsetorian (or imperatorial) provinces, from this time forw 
ward, flowed into the jSfetu, or private treasure of the individaal 
emperor. 
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elements of power into some shape better fitted for duration 
(and, by consequence, for insuring peace and protection to 
the world) than the extinct republic, it might be reasonable 
to seek such an irresponsibility. But, as regarded his suc- 
cessors, considering the great pains he took to discourage all 
manifestations of princely arrogance, and to develop by 
education and example the civic virtues of patriotism and 
affability in their whole bearing towards the people of Rome, 
there is reason to presume that he wished to remove them 
from popular control, without, therefore, removing thtiu 
from i)opular influence. 

Hence it was, and from this original precedent of Augustus, 
aided by the constitution which he had given to the office 
of imperator, that up to the era of Dioclesian, no prince had 
dared utterly to neglect the Senate, or the people of Eome. 
He might hate the Senate, like Severus, or AureHan ; he 
might even meditate their extermination, like the brutal 
Maximin, But this arose from any cause rather than from 
contempt. He hated them precisely because he feared them, 
or because he paid them an involuntary tribute of supersti- 
tious reverence, or because the malice of a tyrant interpreted 
into a sort of treason the rival influence of the Senate over 
the minds of men. But, before Dioclesian, the undervaluing 
of the Senate, or the harshest treatment of that body, had 
arisen from views which were personal to the individual 
Csesar. It was now made to arise from the very constitution 
of. the office, and the mode of the appointment. To defend 
the empire, it was the opinion of Dioclesian that a single 
emperor was not sufficient. And it struck him, at the same 
time, that by the very institution of a plurality of emperors, 
which was now destined to secure the integrity of the em- 
pire, ample provision might be made for the personal security 
of each emperor. He carried his plan into immediate exe- 
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cution, by appointing an associate to his own rank of 
Augustus in the person of Maidmian — an experienced 
general ; whilst each of them in effect multiplied his own 
office still farther by severally appointing a Csesar, or here- 
ditary prince. And thus the very same partition of the 
public authority, by means of a duality of emperors, to 
which the Senate had often resorted of late, as the best 
means of restoring their own republican aristocracy, was 
now adopted by Diodesian as the simplest engine for over- 
throwing finally the power of either Senate or army to in- 
terfere with the elective privilege. This he endeavoured to 
centre in the existing emperors ; and, at the same moment, 
to discourage treason or usurpation generally, whether in 
the party choosing or the party chosen, by securing to each 
emperor, in the case of his own assassination, an avenger in 
the person of his surviving associate, as also in the persons 
of the two Caesars, or adopted heirs and lieutenants. The 
associate emperor, Maximian, together with the two Csssars 
— Galerius appointed by himself, and Constantius Chloms 
by Maximian — ^were all bound to himself by ties of grati- 
tude ; all owing their stations ultimately to his own favour. 
And these ties he endeavoured to strengthen by other ties 
of affinity ; each of the Augusti having given his daughter 
in marriage to his own adopted Caesar. And thus it seemed 
scarcely possible that a usurpation should be successful 
against so firm a league of friends and relatives. 

The direct purposes of Dioclesian were but imperfectly 
attained ; the internal peace of the empire lasted only during 
his own reign ; and with his abdication of the empire com- 
menced the bloodiest civil wars which had desolated the 
world since the contests of the great triumvirate. But the 
collateral blow, which he meditated against the authority of 
tho Senate, was entirely successful. Never again had the 
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Senate any real influence on the fate of the world And 
with the power of the Senate expired concurrently the 
weight and influence of Rome. Diocleaian is supposed never 
to have seen Rome, except on the single occasion when he 
entered it for the ceremonial purpose of a triumph. Even 
for that purpose it ceased to be a city of resort ; for Diocle- 
sian's was the final triumpL And, lastly, even as the chief 
city of the empire for business or for pleasure, it ceased to 
claim the homage of mankind ; the Csdsar was already bom 
whose destiny it was to cashier the metropolis of the world, 
and to appoint her overshadowing substitute. This also 
may be regarded in effect as the ordinance of Diodesian ; 
for he, by his long residence at Nicomedia^ expressed his 
opinion pretty plainly, that Rome was not central enough 
to perform the functions of a capital to so vast an empire ; 
that this was one cause of the declension now become so 
visible in the forces of the State ; and that some city, not 
very far from the Hellespont or the .^gean Sea, would be 
a capital better adapted by position to the exigencies of the 
times. 

But the revolutions effected by Dioclesian did not stop 
here. The simplicity of its republican origin had so far 
i^ected the external character and entourage of the imperial 
office, that in the midst of luxury the most unbounded, and 
spite of all other corruptions, a majestic plainness of man- 
ners, deportment, and dress, had still continued from gener- 
ation to generation, characteristic of the Roman imperator 
in his intercourse with his subjects. All this was now 
changed ; and for the Roman was substituted the Per- 
sian dress, the Persian style of household, a Persian court, 
and Persian manners. A diadem, or tiara beset with pearls, 
now encircle/1 the temples of the Roman Augustus; his 
sandals were studded with pearls, as in the Persian court ; 
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and the other parts of his dress were in harmany with these 
The prince was instructed no longer to make himself familiar 
to the eyes of men. He sequestered himself from his sub- 
jects in the recesses of his palace. None, who sought him, 
could any longer gain easy admission to his presence. It 
was a point of his new duties to be difficult of access ; and 
they who were at length admitted to an audience, found him 
surrounded by eunuchs, and were expected to make their 
approaches by genuflexions, by servile " adorations," and by 
real acts of worship as to a visible god. 

It is strange that a ritual of court ceremonies, so elaborate 
and artificial as this, should first have been introduced by a 
Soldier, and a warlike soldier like Dioclesian. This, how- 
ever, is in part explained by his education and long residence 
in Eastern countries. But the same eastern training fell to 
the lot of Constantine, who was in effect his successor;* and 



* On the abdication of Dioclesian and of Maximian, Galerias and 
Constantius Bucceeded as the new Augusti. The terms of that 
original family compact, under which either of the two had any 
rights at all, were, doubtless, drawn up with precision enough for 
honest men. But, interpreted by ambitious knaves, no treaty that 
ever swindler dictated, or hair-splitting lawyer improved by interlin- 
eations, but is found to be sown with ambiguities as thickly as the 
heavens are sown with stai'S. Drive a coach-and-siz through it ! why, 
ten legions could find a broad ingress through page 1. Galerius, as 
the more immediate representative of Dioclesian, thought himself en- 
titled to appoint both Caesars, — the Daza (Maximus) in Syria, Severus 
in Italy. Meantime, Constantine, the son of Constantius, with diffi- 
culty obtaining permission from Galerius, paid a visit to his father ; 
upon whose death, which followed soon after, Constantine came for- 
ward as a Csesar, under the appointment of his father. To this with 
a bad grace Galerius submitted ; but immediately, by way of retali»- 
ting counterpoise, Maxentius, a reputed son of Maximian, was roused 
by emulation with Constantine to assume the purple ; and being 
joined by his father, they jointly attacked and destroyed Severus. 
Galerius, to revenge the death of his own Csesar, advanced tovanlf 
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the Oriental tone and standard established by these two 
emperors, though disturbed a little by the plain and military 
bearing of Julian, and one or two more emperors of the 
same breeding, finally re-established itself with undisputed 
sway in the court when finally it became Byzantine. 

Meantime, the institutions of Dioclesian, if they had de- 
stroyed Bome and the Senate as influences upon the course 
of pubUc afifairs, and if they had destroyed the Roman 
features of the Caesars, do, notwithstanding, appear to have 
attained one of their purposes, in limiting the extent of 
imperial murders. Travelling through the brief list of the 
remaining OsBsars, we perceive a little more security for 
life ; and hence, the successions are less rapid. Constan- 
tino, who (like Aaron's rod) had swallowed up all his com- 
petitors seriatim^ left the empire to his three sons : and 
the last of these most unwillingly to Julian. That prince's 
Persian expedition, so much resembliiig in rashness and 
presumption the Russian campaign of Napoleon, though so 
much below it in the scale of its tragic results, led to the 
short reign of Jovian (or Jovinian), which lasted only seven 
months. Upon his death succeeded the house of Valen- 
tinian,* in whose descendant, of the third generation, the 



Rome ; but being compelled to a disastrous retreat, he resorted to the 
lueasore of associating another emperor with himself, as a balance 
to his new enemies. This was Licinius ; and thus, at one time, 
there were six emperors in the field, either as Augusti or (with a 
mere titular inferiority of rank) as Caesars. Galerius dying, however, 
all the rest were in succession destroyed by Constantine. 

* Valentinian the First, who admitted his brother Valens to a 
partnership in the empire, had, by his first wife, an elder son, Gratian, 
who reigned and associated with himself Theodosius, commonly called 
the Great. By his second wife this First Valentinian had Valentinian 
the Second, who, upon the death of his brother Gratian, was allowed 
to share the empire by Theodosius. Theodosius, by his first wife, 
had two sons — ^Arcadius, who afterward* reigned as the eastern or 

k2 
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empire, properly speakings expired : for the seven shadows 
who succeeded, from Avitus and M^jorian to Julius Nepos 
and Bomulus Augustulus, were in no proper sense Roman 
emperors — ^they were not even Emperors of the West — ^but 
had a limited kingdom in the Italian peninsula. Yalen- 
tinian the Third was, in any adequate sense, the last em- 
peror of the West. 

But, lA a fuller and ampler sense, recurring to what we 
have said of Dioclesian and the tenor of his great revolu- 
tion, we may afi^m that Probus and Cams were the final 
representatives of the majesty of Rome ; for they reigned 
over the whole empire, not yet incapable of sustaining its 
own imity ; and in them were still preserved, not yet obli- 
terated by oriental effeminacy, those majestic features which 
reflected republican consuls, and through them, the Senate 
and people of Rome. That, which had offended Dioclesian 
in the condition of the Roman emperors, was the grandest 
feature of their dignity. It is true that the peril of the 
office had become intolerable ; each Caesar submitted to his 
sad inauguration with a certainty, liable even to hardly any 
disguise from the delusions of youthful hope, that for him, 
within the boundless empire which he governed, there was 

Byzantine emperor, and Honorius, whose western reign was so much 
illustrated by Stilicho, and glorified by the poet Claudian in the fare- 
well music of the Koman harp. By a second wife, daughter to 
Valentinian the First, Theodosius had a daughter (half-sister, there- 
fore, to Honorius), whose son was Valentinian the Third; and through 
this alliance it was that the two last emperors of conspicuous mark 
united their two houses, and entwined their separate ciphers, so that 
more gracefully, and with the commensurate grandeur of a double- 
headed eagle looking east and west to the rising, but also, alas! to the 
eetting sun, the brother Caesars might take leave of the children of 
Romulus in the pathetic but lofty words of the departing gladiatoni, 
Morituri, we that are now to die, vos tahUamuSf make our (aro> 
w«ll salutation to you * 
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no coast of safety, no shelter from the storm, no retreat, 
except the grave, from the dagger of the assassin. Gibbon 
has described the hopeless condition of one who should 
attempt to fly from the wrath of the almost omnipresent 
imperator. But this dire impossibility of escape was in the 
end dreadfully retaliated upon that imperator ; persecutors 
and traitors were found everywhere : and the vindictive or the 
ambitious subject found himself as omnipresent as the jealous 
or the offended emperor. There was no escape open, says 
Gibbon, /^'om Csesar : true ; but neither was there any escape 
for Caesar. The crown of the Caesars was therefore a crown of 
thorns ; and it must be admitted, that never in this world have 
rank and power been purchased at so awful a cost in tranquil- 
lity and peace of mind. The steps of Caesar's throne were 
absolutely saturated with tlie blood of those who had pos- 
sessed it : and so inexorable was that murderous fate which 
overhung that gloomy eminence, that at length it demanded 
the spirit of martyrdom in him who ventured to ascend it. 
In these circumstances, some change was imperatively de- 
manded. Human nature was no longer equal to the terrors 
which it was summoned to face. But the changes of Dio- 
clesian transmuted that golden sceptre into a base oriental 
alloy. JThey left nothing behind of what had so much 
challenged the veneration of man : for it was in the union 
of republican simplicity with the irresponsibility of illimitable 
power ; it was in the antagonism between the merely human 
and approachable condition of Caesar as a man, and his 
divine supremacy afl a potentate and king of kings — that 
the secret lay of his unrivalled grandeur. This perished 
utterly under the reforming hands of Dioclesian. Caesar 
only it was that could be permitted to extinguish Caesar : 
and a Roman imperator it was who, by remodelling, did in 
effect abolish, — by exorcising from its foul terrors, did in 
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effect disencLant of its sanctity, that imperatorial dignity, 
>Fhich having once perished, could have no second existence, 
and which was undoubtedly the sublimest incarnation of 
power, and a monument the mightiest of greatness built by 
human hands, which upon this plan^jt has been suffered to 
appear. 
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TuE most ancient* story in the Pagan records, older bj 
two generations than the story of Troy, is that of CEdipus 
and his mysterious fate, which wrapt in rain both himself 
and all his kindred. Ko story whatever continued so long 
to impress the Greek sensibilities with religious awe, or 
was felt by the great tragic poets to be so supremely fitted 
for scenical representation. In one of its stages, this story 
is clothed with the m^esty of darkness ; in another stage, 
it is radiant with burning lights of female love, the most 
faithful and heroic, offering a beautiful relief to the preter- 
natural malice dividing the two sons of CEdipus. This 
malice was so intense, that when the corpses of both brothers 
were burned together on the same funeral pyre (as by one 
tradition they were), the flames from each parted asunder, 

* That is, amongst stories not wearing a mythologic character, such 
as those of Prometheus, Hercules, &c. The era of Troy and its siege 
is doubtless by some centuries older than its usaal chronologic date 
of nine centuries before Christ. And considering the mature age of 
Eteocles and Polynices, the two sons of CEdipus, at the period of the 
" Seven against ThebeSy" which seven were contemporary with the 
fathers of the heroes engaged in the Trojan war, it becomes necessary 
to add sixty or seventy years to the Trojan date, in order to obtain that 
of CEdipus and the Sphinx. Out of the Hebrew Scriptures, there is 
nothing purely historic so old as this. 
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and refused to mingle. This female love was so intense 
that it sumved the death of its object, cared not for human 
praise or blame, and laughed at the grave which waited 
in the rear for itself, yawning visibly for immediate retri- 
bution. There are four separate movements through which 
this impassioned tale devolves ; all are of commanding in- 
terest, and all wear a character of portentous sclenmity, 
which fits them for harmonizing with the dusky shadows 
of that deep antiquity into which they ascend. 

One only feature there is in the story, and this belongs 
to its second stage (which is also its sublimest stage), 
where a pure taste is likely to pause, and to revolt from 
something not perfectly reconciled with the general depth 
of the colouring. This lies in the Sphinx's riddle, which, 
as hitherto explained, seems to us deplorably below the 
grandeur of the occasion. Three thousand years, at the 
least, have passed away since that riddle was propounded ; 
and it seems odd enough that the proper solution should 
not present itself till November of 1849. That is true ; it 
seems odd, but still it is possible, that we, in anv/o domini 
1849, may see, further through a mile-stone than CEdipus, 
the king, in the year b. c. twelve or thirteen hpndred. 
The long interval between the enigma and its answer, may 
remind the reader of an old story in Joe Miller, where a 
traveller, apparently an inquisitive person, in passing through 
a toll-bar, said to the keeper, " How do you like your eggs 
dressed?" Without waiting for the answer, he rode off; 
but twenty-five years later, riding through the same bar, 
kept by the same man, the traveller looked steadfastly at 
him, and received the monosyllabic answer, '^Poached" 
A long parenthesis is twenty-five years ; and we, gazing 
back over a far wider gulf of time, shall endeavour to look 
hard at the Sphinx, and to convince that mysterious young 
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lady — ^if our voice can reach her — ^that she was too easily 
satisfied with the answer given ; that the true answer is 
yet to come ; and that, in fact, (Edipus shouted before he 
was out of the wood. 

But, first of all, let us rehearse the circumstances of this 
old Grecian story. For in a popular journal it is always 
a duty to assume, that perhaps three readers out of four 
may have had no opportunity, by the course of their edu- 
cation, for making themselves acquainted with classical 
legends. And in this present case, besides the indispen- 
sableness of the story to the proper comprehension of our 
own unproved answer to the Sphinx, the story has a sepa- 
rate and independent value of its own ; for it illustrates a 
profound but obscure idea of pagan ages, which is con- 
nected with the elementary glimpses of man into the 
abysses of his higher relations, and lurks mysteriously 
amongst what Milton so finely calls <Hhe dark foundations* 
of our human nature. This notion, it is hard to express in 
modem phrase, for we have no idea exactly corresponding 
to it ; but in Latin it was called piacularity. The reader 
must understand upon our authority, nostro pericuhy and 
in defiance of all the false translations spread through books, 
that the ancients (meaning the Greeks and Eomans before 
the time of Christianity) had no idea, not by the faintest 
vestige, of what in the seriptural system is called dn. Tbe 
Latin word peccaturriy the Greek word amartia, are transla- 
ted continually by the word sin ; but neither one word nor 
the other has any such meaning in writers belonging to the 
pure classical period. When baptized into new meanings 
through their adoption by Christianity, these words, in 
common with many others, transmigrated into new dnd 
philosophic functions. But originally they tended to 
wards no such acceptations, nor c(mld have done so \ see- 
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ing that the ancients had no avenue opened to them through 
which the profound idea of sin would have been even dimly 
intelligible. Plato, 400 years before Christ, or Cicero, more 
than 300 years later, was ^ly equal to the idea of ffuilt 
through all its gamut ; but no more equal to the idea of 
«m, than a sagacious hound to the idea of gravitation, or of 
central forces. It is the tremendous postulate upon which 
this idea reposes, that constitutes the initial moment of that 
revelation which is common to Judaism and to Christianity. 
We have no intention of wandering into any discussion upon 
this question. It will suffice for the service of the occasion 
if we say, that guilt, in all its modifications, implies only a 
defect or a wound in the individual Sin, on the other 
hand, the most mysterious, ind the most sorrowful of all 
ideas, implies a taint not in the individual but in the race 
— that is the distinction ; or a taint in the individual, not 
through any local disease of his own, but through a scrofula 
equally diffused through the infinite family of man. We are 
not speaking controversially, either as teachers of theology 
or of philosophy ; and we are careless of the particular con- 
struction by which the reader interprets to himself this 
profound idea. What we affirm is, that this idea was ut- 
terly and exquisitely inappreciable by Pagan Greece and 
Kome ; that various translations from Pindar,* from Aria- 



* And when we are speaking of this subject, it may be proper to 
mention (as the very extreme anachronism which the case admits of), 
that Mr. Archdeacon W. has absolately introduced the idea of sin 
into the Iliad; and, in a regular octavo volume, has represented it 
as the key to the whole movement of the fable. It was once made 
a reproach to Southey, that his Don Roderick spoke, in his peni- 
tential moods, a language too much resembling that of Methodism: 
yet, after all, that prince was a Christian, and a Christian amongst 
Mussulmans. But what are we to think of Achilles and Ajax, when 
described as being' (or not being) " under convictions of sin." 
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tophanes, and from the Greek tragedianB^ embodying at 
intervala this word nuj are more extravagant than would 
be the word category, or the syntJutio unity of eoMcunU' 
nessy introduced into the harangue of an Indian sachem 
amongst the Cherokees ; and finally, that the very nearest 
approach to the abysmal idea which we Christians attach 
to the word sin (an approach, but to that which never 
can be touched ; a writing as of palmistry upon each 
man's hand, but a writing which ** no man can read"), lies 
in the pagan idea of pmcularity ; which is an idea thus &r 
like hereditary sin, that it expresses an evil to which the 
party affected has not consciously concurred ; which is thus 
far ryot like hereditary sin, that it expresses an evil personal 
to the individual, and not extending itself to the race. 

This was the evil exemplified in CEdipus. He was loaded 
with an insupportable burthen of pariah participation in 
pollution and misery, to which his will had never consented. 
He seemed to have committed the most atrocious crimes ; 
he was a murderer, he was a parricide, he was persistently 
incestuous, and yet how % In the case where he might be 
thought a murderer, he had stood upon his self-defence, not 
benefiting by any superior resources, but, on the contrary, 
fighting as one man against three, and under the provoca- 
tion of insufferable insolence. Had he been a parricide ? 
What matter, as regarded the moral guilt, if his father (and 
by the fault of that father) were utterly unknown to him % 
Incestuous had he been % but how, if the very oracles of 
fate, as expounded by events, and by mysterious creatures 
such as the Sphinx, had stranded him like a ship left by 
the tide, upon this dark unknown shore of a criminality 
unsuspected by himself? All these treasons against the 
sanctities of nature had OBdipus committed ; and yet was 
this (Edipus a thoroughly good man, no more dreaming of the 

L — IX. 
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horrors in which he was entangled, than the eye at noon-day 
in midsummer is consdous of the stars that lie far behind 
the day-light. Let us review rapidly the incidents of his life. 
Laius, king of Thebes, the descendant of Labdacus, and 
representing the illustrious house of the Labdacidso, about 
the time when his wife, Jocasta, promised to present him 
with a child, had learned from various prophetic voices 
that this unborn child was destined to be his murderer. It 
is singular that in all such cases, which are many, spread 
through classical literature, the parties menaced by fate 
believe the menace, else why do they seek to evade it ; and 
yet believe it not, else why do they fancy themselves able 
to evade it 1 This fatal child, who was the GBdipus of 
tragedy, being at length bom, Laius committed the infant 
to a slave, with orders to expose it on Mount Githaeron. 
This was done ; the infant was suspended, by thongs run- 
ning through the fleshy parts of his feet, to the branches of 
a tree, and he was supposed to have perished by wild 
beasts. But a shepherd, who found him in this perishing 
state, pitied his helplessness, and carried him to his master 
and mistress, king and queen of Corinth, who adopted an<l 
educated him as their own child. That he was Tiot their 
own child, and that in fact he was a foundling of unknown 
parentage, (Edipus was not slow of finding irom the taunts 
of his schoolfellows ; and at length, with the determination 
of learning his origin and his fate, being now a full-^rown 
young man, he strode off from Corinth to DelphL The 
oracle at Delphi, being as usual in collusion with his evil 
destiny, sent him off to seek his parents at Thebes. On his 
journey thither, he met, in a narrow part of the road, a 
chariot proceeding in the counter direction from Thebes to 
DelphL The charioteer relying upon the grandeur of his 
master, insolently ordered the young stranger to dear the 
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road ; upon which, under the impulse of hiB jouthful 
blood, (EdipuB dew him on the spot The haughty grandee 
who occupied the chariot roee up in fury to avenge this 
outrage, fought with the young stranger, and was himself 
killed. One attendant upon the chariot remained ; but he, 
warned by the fate of his master and his fellowHsenrant, 
withdrew quietly into the forest that skirted the road, re- 
vealing no word of what had happened, but reserved by the 
dark destiny of (Edipus to that evil day on which his evi- 
dence, concurring with other circumstantial exposures, should 
convict the young Corinthian emigrant of parricide. For 
the present, CEdipus viewed himself as no criminal, but 
much rather as an injured man, who had simply used his 
natural powers of self-defence against an insolent aggressor. 
This aggressor, as the reader will suppose, was lidus. The 
throne therefore was empty on the arrival of (Edipus in 
Thebes : the king's death was known indeed, but not the 
mode of it ; and that CEdipus was the murderer, could not 
reasonably be suspected either by the i)eople of Thebes, or 
by (Edipus himself The whole affair would have had no 
interest for the young stranger, but through the accident 
of a public calamity then desolating the land. A mysterious 
monster, called the Sphinx, half woman and half brute, was 
at that time on the coast of Boeotia, and levying a daily 
tribute of human lives from the Boeotian territory. This 
tribute, it was understood, would continue to be levied from 
the territories attached to Thebes, until a riddle proposed 
by the monster should have been satisfactorily solved. By 
way of encouragement to all who might feel prompted to 
undertake so dangerous an adventure, the authorities of 
Thebes offered the throne and the hand of the widowed 
Jocasta as the prize of success ; and (Edipus, either on public 
or on selfish motives, entered the lists as a competitor. 
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The riddle proposed by the Sphinx, ran in these terms ; 
<* What creature is that which moves on fom: feet in the 
morning, on two feet at noon-day, and on three towards the 
going down of the sun f ' (Edipus, after some consideration, 
answered, that the creature was Man", who creeps on the 
ground with hands and feet when an infant, walks upright 
in the vigour of manhood, and leans upon a staff in old age. 
Immediately the dreadful Sphinx confessed the truth of his 
solution by throwing herself headlong from a point of rock 
into the sea ; her power being overthrown as soon as her 
secret had been detected. Thus was the Sphinx destroyed ; 
and, according to the promise of the proclamation, for this 
great service to the state, (Edipus was immediately recom- 
pensed. He was saluted King of Thebes, and married to 
the royal widow Jocasta. In this way it happened, but 
without suspicion either in himself or others pointmg to 
the truth, that (Edipus had slain his father, had ascended 
his father's throne, and had married his own mother. 

Through a course of years all these dreadful events lay 
hushed in darkness ; but at length a pestilence arose, and 
an embassy was despatched to Delphi, in order to ascertain 
the cause of the heavenly wrath, and the proper means of 
propitiating that wrath. The embassy returned to Thebes 
armed with a knowledge of the fatal secrets connected with 
(Edipus, but under some restraints of prudence in making a 
publication of what so dreadftdly affected the most powerful 
personage in the state. Perhaps in the whole history of 
human art as applied to the evolution of a poetic &b]e, 
there is nothing more exquisite than the management of 
this crisis by Sophocles. A natural discovery, first of all, 
connects (Edipus with the death of lidus. That discovery 
comes upon him with some surprise, but with no ehock of 
fear or remorse. That he had killed a man of rank in a 
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saddeii quarrel, he had always known ; that this man was 
now discovered to be Laius, added nothing to the reasons for 
regret. The affair remained as it was. It was simply a 
case of personal strife on the highroad, and one which had 
really grown out of aristocratic violence in the adverse party. 
(Edipus had asserted his own rights and dignity only as all 
brave men would have done in an age that knew nothing of 
civic police. 

It was true that this first discovery — ^the identification 
of himself as the slayer of Laius — drew after it two others, 
viz., that it was the throne of his victim on which he had 
seated himself, and that it was his .widow whom he had 
married. But these were no offences ; and, on the contrary, 
they were distinctions won at great risk to himself, and by 
a great service to the country. Suddenly, however, the re- 
appearance and disclosures of the shepherd who had saved 
his life during infancy, in one moment threw a dazzling but 
funereal light upon the previous discoveries that else had 
seemed so trivial. In an instant everything was read in 
another sense. The death of Laius, the marriage with his 
widow, the appropriation of his throne, the incest with his 
mother, which had called into life four children (two 
daughters, Ismene and Antigone ; with two fierce rival 
sons, Eteocles and Polynices), all towered into colossal 
crimes, illimitable, and opening no avenues to atonement. 
(Edipus, in the agonies of his horror, inflicts blindness upon 
himself ; Jocasta commits suicide ; the two sons fall into 
fiery feuds for the assertion of their separate claims on the 
throne, but previously imite for the expulsion of (Edipus, 
as one who had become a curse to Thebes. And thus the 
poor heart-shattered king would have been turned out upon 
the public roads, aged, blind, and a helpless vagrant, but 
for the sublime piety of his two daughters, but especially 
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of Antigone the elder. Thej share with their nnhappy 
father the hardships and perils of the road, and do not 
leave him until the moment of his mysterious summons to 
some ineffable death in the woods of Colonus, not fseur firom 
Athens. The expulsion of Polynices, the younger son, 
from Thebes ; his return with a confederate band of 
princes for the recovery of his rights ; the death of the two 
brothers in single combat ; the public prohibition of funeral 
rites to Polynices, as one who had levied war against his 
native land ; and the final reappearance of Antigone, who 
defies the law, and secures a grave to her brother at the 
certain price of a grave to herself, — ^these are the sequels 
and arrears of the family overthrow accomplished through 
the dark destiny of (Edipus. 

And now, having reviewed the incidents of the story, in 
what respect is it that we object to the solution of the 
Sphinx's riddle ) We do not object to it as a solution of 
the riddle, and the only one possible at the moment It 
is really a solution ; and for the moment a satis&ctory 
solution ; but what we contend is, that it is not the 
solution. All great prophecies, all great mysteries, are 
likely to involve double, triple, or even quadruple interpreta- 
tions ; each rising in dignity, each cryptically involving 
another. Even amongst natural agencies, precisely as they 
rise in grandeur, they multiply their final purposes. Rivers 
and seas, for instance, are useful, not merely as means of 
separating nations from each other, but also as means of 
uniting them ; not merely as baths, and for all purposes of 
washing and cleansing, but also as reservoirs of fish, as high- 
roads for the conveyance of commodities, as permanent 
sources of agricultural fertility, &c. In like manner, a 
mystery of any sort, having a public reference, may be 
presumed to couch within it a secondary and a profounder 



THE THKBAN SPHINX. 347 

interpretation. The reader may think that the Sphinx 
ought to have understood her own riddle best ; and that, 
if the were satisfied with the answer of (Edipus, it most be 
impertinent in us at this time of daj to censure it To 
censure, indeed, is more than we propose. The solution 
of (Edipus was a true one ; and it was all that he could 
have given in that early period of his life. But perhaps 
at the moment of his death amongst the gloomj thickets 
of Attica, he might have been able to suggest another and 
a better. K not, then we have the satisfaction of thinking 
ourselves somewhat less dense than GSdipus. The slave in 
Terence, viz., Davus, though otherwise a clever fellow, when 
puzzled by a secret, or (as in America they say) teetotor 
cioualy exfluncticated, excuses himself by sa3ring — " Davus 
sum, non (Edipus ;" but we make no such excuse. We 
hold ourselves a cut above (Edipus and the Sphinx together. 
Exfiuncticated we certainly were : but not teetotaciously ; for 
a few years' meditation whispered to us that revelation, that 
second vision of truth which not Davus, nor even (Edipus, 
in moments when it might have saved him, could guess ; 
for, in our opinion, the full and ^firial answer to the Sphinx's 
riddle lay in the word (Edipus. (Edipus himself it was 
that fulfilled the conditions of the enigma. He it was, in 
the most pathetic sense, that went upon four feet when an 
infant ; for the general condition of helplessness attached 
to all mankind in the period of infancy, and which is ex- 
pressed symbolically by this image of creeping, applied to 
(Edipus in a far more significant manner, as one abandoned 
by all his natural protectors, thrown upon the chances of a 
wilderness, and upon the mercies of a slave. The allusion 
to this general helplessness had besides a special propriety 
in the case of GSdipus, who drew his very name (viz., 
Svfollen foot) from the iiyury done to his infant feet. He 
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again it was that, in a more emphatic sense than usaal^ 
asserted that msy'estic self-sofficingness and independence 
of all alien aid, which is typified by the act of walking 
upright at noonday upon his own natural basis. Throwing 
off all the power and splendour borrowed from his royal 
protectors at Corinth, trusting exclusively to his native 
powers as a man, he had fought his way through insult 
and outrage to the presence of the dreadful Sphinx ; her he 
had confounded and vanquished ; he had leaped into a 
throne, the throne of him who had insulted him, without 
other resoiurces than such as he drew from himself; and he- 
had in the same way obtained a royal bride. With good 
right, therefore, he was foreshadowed in the riddle as one 
who walked upright by his own masculine vigour, and re- 
lied upon no gifts but those of nature. Lastly, by a sad 
but a pitying image, CBdipus is described as supporting 
himself at nightfall on three feet ; for CEdipus it was that 
by his cruel sons would have been rejected from Thebes 
with no auxiliary means of motion or support beyond his 
own languishing powers ; blind and broken-hearted, he 
must have wandered into snares and ruin, his own feet 
must have been supplanted immediately, but then came 
to his aid another foot, the holy Antigone. She it was 
that guided and cheered him, when all the world had for- 
saken him ; she it was that already, in the vision of the 
cruel Sphinx, had been prefigured dimly as the staff upon 
which CBdipus should lean, as the third foot that should 
support his steps when the deep shadows of his sunset were 
gathering and settling about his grave. 

In this way we obtain a solution of the Sphinx's riddle 
more commensurate and symmetrical with the other fea- 
tures of the story, which are aU clothed with the grandeur 
of mystery. The Sphinx herself is a mystery. Whence 
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came her monstrona nature, that bo often renewed its re- 
membrance amongst men of distcmt lands, in Ilgyptian or 
Ethiopian marble 1 Whence came her wrath against Thebes t 
This wrath, how durst it tower so high as to measure it- 
self against the enmity of a nation I This wrath, how came 
it to sink so low as to collapse at the echo of a word from 
a friendless stranger ? Mysterious again is the blind collu- 
sion of this unhappy stranger with the dark decrees of fate. 
The veiy misfortunes of his infancy had given into his 
hands one chance more for escape : these misfortunes had 
transferred him to Corinth, and staying there he was safe. 
But the headstrong haughtiness of youthful blood causes 
him to recoil unknowingly upon the one sole spot of all the 
earth where the co-efficients for ratifying his destruction 
are all lying in ambush. Heaven and earth are silent 
for a generation; one might fancy that they are treach- 
erously silent, in order that (Edipus may have time for 
building up to the clouds the pyramid of his mysterious 
offences. His four children, incestuously bom — sons that 
are his brothers, daughters that are his sisters — ^have grown 
up to be men and women, before the first mutterings are 
becoming audible of that great tide slowly coming up from 
the sea, which is to sweep away himself and the foundations 
of his house. Heaven and earth must now bear joint 
witness against him. Heaven speaks first : the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness is made the earliest minister of 
the discovery — the pestilence it is, scourging the seven- 
gated Thebes, as very soon the Sphinx also will scourge her, 
that is appointed to usher in, like some great ceremonial 
herald, that sad drama of Nemesis ; that vast procession of 
revelation and retribution which the earth, and the graves 
of the eaith, must finish. Mysterious also is the pomp of 
ruin with which this revelation of the past descends upon 
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tliat ancient house of Thebes. like a shell from modern 
lartilleiy, it leaves no time, for prayer or evasion, but shatters 
by the same explosion all that stand within its circle of 
fury. Every member of that devoted household, as if they 
had been sitting not around a sacred domestic hearth, but 
around the crater of some surging volcano— all alike, father 
and mother, sons and daughters, are wrapt at once in fiery 
whirlwinds of ruin. And amidst this general agony of de- 
stroying wrath, one central mysteiy, as a darkness within a 
darkness, withdraws itself into a secrecy unapproachable 
by eyesight, or by filial love, or by guesses of the brain — 
and that is the death of (Edipus. Did he die ? Even ^uit 
is more than we can say. How dreadful does the sound 
fall upon the heart of some poor, horror-stricken criminal, 
pirate or murderer, that has .offended by a mere human 
offence, when, at nightfall, tempted by the sweet spectacle 
of a peaceful hearth, he creeps stealthily into some village 
inn, and hopes for one night's respite from his terror, but 
suddenly feels the touch and hears the voice of the stem 
officer saying, << Sir, you are wanted." Yet that summons 
is but too intelligible : it shocks, but it bewilders not; and 
the utmost of its malice is bounded by the scaffold. << Deep," 
says the unhappy man, " is the downward path of anguish 
which I am called to tread ; but it has been trodden by 
others." For (Edipus there was no such comfort What 
language of earth or trumpet of heaven could decipher the 
woe of that unfathomable call, when, from the depth of 
ancient woods, a voice that drew like gravitation, that 
sucked in like a vortex, fas off yet near, in some distant 
world, yet close at hand, cried, " Hark, (Edipus ! King 
(Edipus I come hither ! thou art wanted !" Wanted! for 
what ? Was it for death? was it for judgment? was it foi 
some wilderness of pariah eternities ? No man ever knew. 
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Chasms opened in the earth ; dark gigantic anns stretched 
out to leoeiye the king ; clouds and vapour settled oyer 
the penal abyss ; and of him only, though the neighbour- 
hood of his disappearance was known, no trace or visible 
record survived, neither bones, nor grave, nor dust, nor 
epitaph. 

Did the Sphinx follow with her cruel eye this fatal tissue 
of calamity to its shadowy crisis at Oolonusl As the 
billows closed over her head, did she perhaps attempt to 
stiDg with her dying words ? Did she say, '< I, the 
daughter of mystery, am called; I am wanted. But, 
amidst the uproar of the sea, and the clangour of sea-birds, 
high over all I hear another though a distant summons. I 
can hear that thou, (Edipus, son of mystery, art called 
from afar ; thou also wilt be wanted" Did the wicked 
Sphinx labour in vain, amidst her parting convulsions, to 
breathe this freezing whisper into the heart of him that 
had overthrown her 1 

Who can say ? Both of these enemies were pariah 
mysteries, and may have faced each other again, with 
blazing malice in some pariah world. But all things in 
this dreadful story ought to be harmonized. Already in 
itself it is an ennobling and an idealizing of the riddle, 
that it is made a double riddle ; that it contains an exo- 
teric sense obvious to all the world, but also an esoteric 
sense — ^now suggested conjecturally after thousands of years 
— 'posdbly unknown to the Sphinx, and certainly unknown 
to CEdipus ; that this second riddle is hid within the 
first ; that the one riddle is the secret commentary upon 
the other ; and that the earUest is the hieroglyphic of the 
last. Thus far as regards the riddle itself; and, as re- 
gards (Edipus in particular, it exalts the mystery around 
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him, that in reading this riddle, and in tracing the vicis- 
situdes from infancy to old age, attached to the general 
destiny of his race, unconsciously he was tracing the 
dreadful vicissitudes attached specially and separately to 
his own. 



THE ESSENES. 



No scholair — ^not even the wariest — ^has ever read with 
adequate care those records which we still possess, of pri- 
mitive Christianity. He should approach this subject with 
a vexatious scrutiDy. He should lie in ambush for dis- 
coveries, as we did in reading Josephus. 

Let us examine his chapter on the Essenes, and open the 
very logic of the case, its very outermost outKne, in these 
two sentences : A thing there is in Josephus, which ought 
not to be there ; this thing we will call JEpdlon (E). A 
thing there is which ought to be in Josephus, but which is 
not ; this thing we propose to call Chi (X). 

The BpsHon, which ought not to be there, but is — what 
is that ? It is the pretended philosophical sect amongst 
the Jews, to which Josephus gives the name of Essenes ; 
this ought not to be in Josephus, nor anywhere else, for 
certain we are that no such sect ever existed. 

The CAi, which ought by eveiy obligation— obligations 
of reason, passion, interest — ^to have been more broadly and 
emphatically present in the Judssan history of the Josephan 
period than in any other period whatever, but unaccount- 
ably is omitted — ^what is that ? It is, reader, neither more 
nor less than the new-bom brotherhood of Christimis, 
The whole monstrosity of this omission will not be apparent 
to the reader, imtil his attention be pointed closely to the 
chronological position of Josephus ; his longitude as respects 
the great meridian of the Christian era. 
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The period of JosephuB* connexion with Palestine, run- 
ning abreast (as it were) with that very generation succeed- 
ing to Christ — with that very Epichristian age, prolonging 
the generation of Christ, which dated from the cruci&don, 
and terminated in the destruction of Jerusalem — ^how ? by 
what possibility 1 did he escape all knowledge of the Chris- 
tians as a body of men that should naturally have challenged 
notice from the veiy stocks and stones of their birthplace ; 
the very echo of whose footsteps ought to have sunk upon 
the ear with the awe that belongs to spiritual phenomena, 
that belongs to the bells of convents in the Desert long 
since dilapidated, and surviving only in the traditions of 
Bedouins, that belongs (in the sublime expression of Words- 
worth) to " echoes from beyond the grave." There were 
circumstances of distinction in the very closeness of the 
confederation that connected the early Christians, which 
ought to have made them interesting. But, waiving all 
that, what a supernatural awe must naturally have attended 
the persons of those who laid the comer-stone of their faith 
in an event so affecting and so appalling as the Besurrec- 
tion ! The Chi, therefore, that should be in Josephus, but 
that is not, how can we suggest any approximation to a 
solution of this mystery 1 

True it is, that an interpolated passage, found in all the 
printed editions of Josephus, makes him take a special and 
a respectful notice of Jesus Christ. But this passage has 
long been given up as a forgeiy by all men not lunatic. 

True it is, that Whiston makes the astounding discovery 
that Josephus was himself an Ebionite Christian. Josephus 
a Christian I In the instance before us, were it possible 
that he had been a Christian, in that case the wonder ia 
many times greater, that he should have omitted all notice 
of the whole body as a fraternity acting together with a 
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harmony unpreoedented amongst their distracted conntiy- 
men of that age ; and, secondly, as a fraternity to whom 
was assigned a certain political aspect by their enemies. 
The civil and external relations of this new party he could 
not but have noticed, had he even omitted the religious 
doctrines which bound them together internally, as doc- 
trines too remote from Roman* comprehension. In reality, 
so far from being a Christian, we can show that Josephus 
was not even a Jew, in any conscientious or religious sense. 
He had never taken the first step in the direction of Chris- 
tianity ; but was, as many other Jews were in that age, essen- 
tially a pagan ; as little impressed with the true nature of 
the God whom his country worshipped, with his ineffable 
purity and holiness, as any idolatrous Athenian whatsoever. 

The wonder therefore subsists, and revolves upon us with 
the more violence, after Whiston's efforts to extinguish it — 
how it could have happened that a writer, who passed his 
infancy, youth, manhood, in the midst of a growing sect so 
transcendently interesting to every philosophic mind, and 
pre-eminently so interesting to a Jew, should have left be- 
hind him, in a compass of eight hundred and fifty-four 
pages, double columns, each column having sixty-five lines 
(or a double ordinary octavo page), much of it relating to 
his own times, not one paragraph, line, or fragment of a 
line, by which it can be known that he ever heard of such 
a body as the Christians ? 

And to our mind, for reasons which we shall presently 
show, it is equally wonderful that he should talk of the 
Essenes, under the idea of a known, stationary, original sect 
amongst the Jews, as that he should not talk of the Chris- 

* " Roman comprehension :" — ^The reader must remember that 
the audience addressed bj Josephus was not a Jewish but a Eomau 
audience. 
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tians ; equally wonderful that he should remember the 
imaginaiy as that he should forget the real. There is not 
one difficulty, but two difficulties ; and what we need ib, 
not one solution but two solutions. 

If, in an ancient x)alace, re-opened after it had been shut 
up for centuries, you were to find a hundred golden shafts 
or pillars, for which nobody could suggest a place or a use; 
and if, in some other quarter of the palace, far remote, you 
were afterwards to find a hundred golden sockets fixed in 
the floor — ^first of all, pillars which nobody could apply to 
any purpose, or refer to any place ; secondly, sockets which 
nobody could fill — probably even "wicked Will Whiston'* 
might be capable of a glimmering suspicion that the hundred 
golden shafts belonged to the hundred golden sockets. And 
if, upon applying the shafts to the sockets, it should turn 
out that each several shaft screwed into its own peculiar 
socket, why, in such a case, not " Whiston, Ditton, & Co." 
could resist the evidence, that each enigma had brought 
a key to the other ; and that by means of two mysteries 
there had ceased even to be one mystery. 

Now, then, first of all, before stating our objections tc 
the Essenes as any permanent or known sect amongst the 
Jews, let us review as rapidly as possible the main features 
by which Josephus characterizes these supposed Essenes ; and 
in a brief comment point out their conformity to what we 
know of the primitive Christians. That done, let us en- 
deavour to explain all the remaining difficulties of the case. 
The words of Josephus we take from Whiston's translation ; 
for, if we gave our own version, we might seem to have 
coloured it so as to favour our own views. But we do 
this unwillingly : for Whiston was a poor Grecian ; and, 
what is worse, he knew very little about English. 

1. " The third iect " (i t.^ third in rdatian to the 
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Phariseesy who ranked <u the Jirst, and the SiMulueees, 
who ranked as the second) <* are called Ss»ene9. These 
last are Jews by birth, and seem to have a greater affection 
f&r one another than the other sects have'* 

We need not point out the strong oonfonnitj in this 
point to the distinguishing features of the new-bora Chris- 
tians, as they would be likely to impress the eye of a 
stranger. There was obviously a double reason for a 
stricter cohesion amongst the Christians internally, than 
could by possibility belong to any other sect : 1st, ia the 
essential tendency of the whole Christian faith to a far 
more intense love than the world could comprehend, as 
well as in the express charge to love one another; 2c/, 
in the strong compressing power of external affliction, and 
of persecution too certainly anticipated. The little flock, 
turned out to face a wide world of storms, naturally drew 
dose together. Over and above the indefeasible hostility 
of the world to a spiritual morality, there was the bigotry 
of Judaical superstition on the one hand, and the bigotry of 
Paganism on the other. All this would move in mass 
against nascent Christianity, so soon as that moved ; and 
well, therefore, might the instincts of the early Christians 
instruct them to act in the very closest concert and com< 
munion. 

2. " These men are despisers of riches, and so very com- 
municative, as raises our admiration. Nor is there any 
one to he found among them who hath mjore than another ; 
every on£s possessions are intermingled with every otlier^s 
possessions, and so there is, as it were, one patrimony am/ong 
all the brethren." 

In this account of the " communicativeness," as to tem- 
poral wealth, of the third sect, it is hardly necessary that 

we should point out the mirror which it holds up to the 
l2 
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habits of the very first Christians in Jerusalem, as we see 
them recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. This, the pri- 
mary record of Christian history (for even the disciples were 
not in any full sense Christians until after the resurrection 
and the Divine afflatus), is echoed afterwards in various 
stages of primitive Christianity. But all these subsequent 
acts and monuments of early Christian faith were derived 
by imitation and by sympathy from the apostolic precedent 
in Jerusalem ; as that again was derived from the " com- 
mon purse" carried by the twelve disciples. 

3. " They have no certain city, hut many of them dwell 
%n every city; and if any of their sect c(ym from other 
places J what they find lies open for them just as if it were 
their own : and they go in to such as they never knew before, 
as if they had been ever so long acquainted with them^'' 

All Christian antiquity illustrates and bears witness to 
this, as a regular and avowed Christian habit To this habit 
points St. Paul's expression of " given to hospitality;'" 
and many passages in all the apostolical writings. like 
other practices, however, that had been firmly established 
from the beginning, it is rather alluded to, and indirectly 
taken for granted and assumed, than prescribed ; expressly 
to teach or enjoin it was as Kttle necessary, or indeed open 
to a teacher, as with us it would be open to recommend 
marriage. What Christian could be imagined capable of 
neglecting such an institution? 

4. " For which reason they carry nothing with them 
when they travel into remote parts" 

This dates itself from Christ's own directions (St Luke 
X. 3, 4), " Gro your way. Carry neither purse, nor Scrip, 
nor shoes." And, doubtless, many other of the primitive 
practices amongst the Christians were not adopted without 
a special command from Christ, traditionally retained by the 
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Church whilst standing in the same civil circumstances, 
though not committed to writing amongst the great press 
of matter circumscribing the choice of the Evangelists. 

5. " Ai for their piety toioards Gody it is very extrcuyr- 
dinary : far hefore twnMsing they speak not a word about 
profane matters, hut put up certain prayers which they 
have received from their forefathers,^^ 

This practice of crepuscular antelucan worship, possibly 
having reference to the inefifable mystery of the resurrection 
(all the Evangelists agreeing in the awful circumstance that 
it was very early in the morning, and one even saying, 
<< whilst it was yet dark"), a symbolic pathos which appeals 
to the very depths of human passion — ^as if the world of 
sleep and the anarchy of dreams figured to our apprehension 
the dark worlds of sin and death — it happens remarkably 
enough that we find confirmed and countersigned by the 
testimony of the first open antagonist to our Christian faith. 
Pliny, in that report to Trajan so universally known to eveiy 
class of readers, and so rank with everlasting dishonour to 
his own sense and equity, notices this point in the ritual of 
primitive Christianity. " However," says he, " they assured 
me that the amount of their fault, or of their error, was 
this, — ^that they were wont, on a stated day, to meet together 
hefore it was light, and to sing a hymn to Christ," &c. The 
date of Pliny's letter is about forty years after the siege of 
Jerusalem ; about seventy-seven, therefore, after the cruci- 
fixion, when Josephus would be just seventy-two years old. 
But we may be sure, from collateral records, and from the 
entire uniformity of early Christianity, that a much longer 
lapse of time would have made no change in this respect. 

6. " They neglect wedlock ; hut tliey do not absolutely 
deny the fitness of marriage^ 

This is a very noticeable article in his account of the 
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Easenes, and powerfully illustrates the sort of acquaintance 
which JosephuB had gained with their faith and usages. In 
the first place, as to the doctrine itself it tallies remarkably 
with the leanings of St. PauL He allows of marriage, 
overruled by his own moral prudence. But evidently his 
bias was the other way. And the allowance is notoriously 
a concession to the necessities which experience had taught 
him, and by way of preventing greater evils : but an evil, 
on the whole, it is clear, that he regarded it. And natu- 
rally it was so in relation to that highest mode of spiritual 
life which the Apostles contemplated as a fixed ideal More- 
over, we know that the Apostles fell into some errors which 
must have affected their views in these respects. For a 
time at least they thought the end of the world close at 
hand : who could think otherwise that had witnessed the 
awful things which they had witnessed, or had drunk out 
of the same spiritual cup ? Under such impressions, they 
reasonably pitched the key of Christian practice higher than 
else they would have done. So far as to the doctrine here 
ascribed to the Essenes. But it is observable, that in this 
place Josephus admits that these Essenes did tolerate mar- 
riage. Now, in his earlier notice of the same people, he 
had denied this. What do we infer from that ^ Why, that 
he came to his knowledge of the Essenes by degrees ; and 
as would be likely to happen with regard to a sect seques- 
trating themselves and locking up their doctrines as secrets : 
which description exactly applies to the earliest Christians. 
The instinct of self-preservation obliged them to retreat from 
notoriety. Their tenets could not be learned easUy ; they 
were gathered slowly, indirectly, by fragments. This ac- 
counts for the fact that people standing outside, like Josephus 
or Philo-Judseus, got only casual glimpses of the truth, 
and such as were continually shifting. Hence at different 
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fiexiods JosephuB contradicts himflelf. But if he had been 
speaking of a sect as notorious as the Pharisees or Sadducees, 
no such error, and no such alteration of Tiews, oould have 
happened. 

7. '< They are eminerU for fidelity y and art the ministers 
of peace.'* 

We suppose that it cannot be necessary to remind any 
reader of such characteristic Christian doctrines as — << Blessed 
are the peace-makers," &c. ; stOl less of the transcendent de- 
mand made by Christianity for singleness of heart, upright- 
ness, and entire conscientiousness; without which all {oretences 
to Christian truth are regarded as mere hollow mockeries. 
Here, therefore, again we read the features, too plainly for 
any mistake, of pure Christianity. But let the reader ob- 
serve keenly, had there been this pretended sect of Essenes 
teaching all this lofty and spiritual morality, it would have 
been a fair inference to ask what more or better had been 
taught by Christ : in which case there might still have re- 
mained the great redemptional and mediatorial functions for 
Christ ; but, as to his Divine morality, it would have been 
forestalled. Such would have been the inference, and it is 
an inference which really has been drawn from this romance 
of the Essenes adopted as true history. 

8. " Whatsoever they say is firmer than an oath ; hut 
swearing is avoided by them ; and they esteem it worse than 
perjury,''* 

We presume that nobody can fail to recognise in this 
great scrupulosity the memorable command of Christ, deli- 
vered in such unexampled m«gesty of language, " Swear not 
at all : neither by heaven, for it is Grod*s throne ; nor by 
the earth, for it is his footstool," &c. This was said in 
condemnation of a practice universal amongst the Jews ; and 
if any man can believe that a visionary sect, of whom no 
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man ever heard except through two writers both lying under 
the same very natural mistake, could have come by blind 
accidents into such an inheritance of spiritual truth as id 
here described by Josephus, that man will find nothing be- 
yond his credulity. For he presumes a revelation far beyond 
all the wisdom of the pagan world to have been attained by 
some unknown Jewish philosopher, so little regarded by his 
followers that they have not even preserved his name from 
oblivion. 

Amongst the initiatory and probationary vows which 
these sectarians are required to take is this — << That he will 
ever show fidelity to all men, and especially to those in 
authority^ because no one obtains the government without 
GoiTs assistance" Here, again, we see a memorable precept 
of St Paul and the Apostles . generally ; the same precept, 
and built on the very same reason, viz., that rulers are of 
God*s appointment. 

" They are long-lived also : insomuch that many of them 
live above a hundred years, by means of the simpKcity of 
their diet." 

Here we are reminded of St John the Evangelist : whilst 
others, no doubt, would have attained the same age, had 
they not been cut off by martyrdom. 

In many other points of their interior discipline, their 
white robes, their meals, their silence and gravity, we see in 
this account of the Essenes a mere echo of the primitive 
economy established among the first Christians, as we find 
it noticed up and down the Apostolical Constitutions, 

It is remarkable that Josephus notices, as belonging to 
the sect of thb Essenes, the order of " angels " or messen- 
gers. Now, everybody must remember this order of officers 
as a Christian institution noticed in the Apocalypse. 

Finally, in all that is said of the contempt which the 
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Essenes showed for pain and death ; and that '' although 
tortured and distorted, burnt and torn to pieces, yet could 
thsy not he made to flatter their tormentors, or to shed a 
tear, hut that they smiled in their very torments,^* &c, we 
see the regular habit of Christian martyrs through the first 
three centuries. We see that principle established amongst 
them so early as that first examination of Pliny's ; for he 
is so well aware how useless it would be to seek for any 
discoveries by torture applied to the Christian men, that he 
resorts instantly to the torture of female servants. The 
secrecy, again, as to their opinions, is another point common 
to the supposed Essenes and the Christians. Why the Es- 
senes, as an orthodox Jewish sect, should have practised any 
secrecy, Josephus would have found it hard to say ; but the 
Christian reasons will appear decisive to any man who reflects. 
But first of all, let us recur to the argument we have 
just employed, and summon you to a review of the "Nevt 
Testament Christ, during his ministry in Palestiue, is 
brought as if by special arrangement into contact with all 
known orders of men — Scribes and Doctors, Pharisees and 
Sadducees, Herodians and followers of the Baptist, Boman 
officers insolent with authority, tax-gatherers the Pariahs 
of the land, Galileans the most undervalued, of the Jews, 
Samaritans hostile to the very name of Jew, rich men 
clothed in purple and poor men fishing for their daily 
bread, the happy and those that sate in darkness, wedding 
parties and funeral parties, solitudes Amongst hills or sea- 
shores and multitudes that could not be counted, mighty 
cities and hamlets the most obscure, golden sanhedrims 
and the glorious temple where he spoke to myriads of the 
worshippers, and solitary comers where he stood in confer- 
ence with a single contrite heart. Were the subject or the 
person dififerent, one mii;ht ascribe a dramatic purpose and 
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a scenical art to the vast variety of the circumstances and 
situations in which Christ is introduced And yet, whilst 
all other sorts and orders of men converse with him, never 
do we hear of any interview between him and the Essenes. 
Suppose one Evangelist to have overlooked such a scene, 
another would not. In part, the very source of the drama- 
tic variety in the New Testament scenes, must be looked 
for in the total want of collusion amongst the Evangelists. 
Each throwing himself back upon overmastering remem- 
brances, all-glorified to his heart, had no more need to 
consult a feUow-witness, than a man needs, in rehearsing 
the circumstances of a final parting with a wife or a child, 
to seek collateral vouchers for his facts. Thence it was, 
viz., because left to themselves, unmodified by each other, 
that they attained so much variety in the midst of so much 
inevitable sameness. One evangelist was impressed bv 
this, a second by that. And thus, it must have happened 
amongst four, that at least one would have noticed the 
Essenes. But no one of the four Gospels alludes to tiiem. 
The Acts of the Apostles, again, whether by a fifth author 
or not, is a fifth body of remembrances, a fifth act of the 
memory applied to the followers of Christ. Yet neither 
does this notice them. The Apocalypse of St. John, re- 
viewing the new church for a stiU longer period, and 
noticing all the great outstanding features of the state 
militant, then unrolling for Christianity, says not one word 
about them. St Peter, St. James, utterly overlooked 
theuL Lastly, which weighs more than all the rest, St. 
Paul, the learned and philosophic apostle, bred up in all the 
learning of the most orthodox amongst the Jews^ gives no 
sign that he had ever heard of such people. In short, to 
sum up all in one sentence, the very word Esaene and 
Essenes is not found in the New Testament 
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Now, is it for one moment to be credited that a body 
of men so truly spiritual in the eternals of their creed, 
whatever might be the temporals of their practice, should 
have won no word of praise from Christ for that by which 
they so far exceeded other sects — ^no word of reproach for 
that by which they might happen to fall short of their own 
profession — ^no word of admonition, founded on the com- 
parison between their good and their bad, their heavenly 
and earthly ? Or, if that had been supposable, can we 
believe that Christ's enemies, so eager as they showed them- 
selves to turn even the Baptist into a handle of reproach 
against the new teacher, would have lost the overwhelming 
argument derived from the Essenes ? " A new command I 
give unto you." " Not at all," they would have retorted. 
<< Not at all new. Everything spiritual in your ethics has 
been anticipated by the Essenes." It would have been 
alleged, that the function of Redeemer for Israel was to be 
judged and tried by the event. The only instant touch- 
stone for the pretensions of Christ lay in the Divine char- 
acter of his morality, and the spirituality of that worship 
which he taught Miracles were or were not from God, 
according to the purposes to which they ministered. That 
moral doctrine and that worship were those purposes. By 
these only they could try the soundness of all beside ; and 
if these had been forestalled by the Essenes, what remained 
for any new teacher or new founder of a religion ? In fact, 
were the palpable lies of this- Jew-traitor built on anything 
but delusions misinterpreted by his own ignorant heart, 
there would be more in that one tale of his about the 
Essenes to undermine Christianity, than in all the batteries 
of all the Infidels to overthrow it. No infidel can argue 
away the spirituality of the Christian religion : attacks 
upon miracles leave tfiat unaffected. But he who (confess- 

tf — TX. 
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ing the spirituality) derives it from some elder and ud- 
known source, at one step evades what he could not master. 
He overthrows without opposition ; and enters the citadel 
through ruins caused by internal explosion. 

What then is to be thought ? If this deathlike silence 
of all the evangelists, and all the apostles, makes it a mere 
impossibility to suppose the existence of such a sect as the 
Essenes in the time of Christ, did such a sect arise after- 
wards, viz., in the Epichristian generation ? Of, if not, 
how and by what steps came up the romance we have been 
considering 1 Was there any substance in the tale 1 Or, if 
positively none, how came the fiction ? Was it a conscious 
lie ? Was it a mistake ? Was it an exaggeration f 

Now, our idea is as follows : What do we suppose the 
early Christians to have been caUed 1 By what name were 
they known amongst themselves and amongst others? 
Christians ? Not at alL When it is said, <^ The disciples 
were first called Christians at Antioch," we are satisfied 
that the meaning is not — this name, now general, was first 
used at Antioch ; but that, whereas we followers of Christ 
generally call one another, and are called by a particular 
name X, in Antioch that name was not used ; but from 
the very beginning they were called by another name, viz.. 
Christians. At all events, since this name Christian was 
confessedly used at Antioch before it was used anywhere 
else, there must have been another name elsewhere for the 
same people. What was that name ? It was '^ The 
Brethren " [ol oi8€A,<^c] ; and at times, by way of variety, 
to prevent the awkwardness of too monotonously repeating 
the same word, perhaps it was " The Faithful " [ol irwrrol]. 
The name Christians travelled, we are convinced, not im- 
mediately amongst themselves, but slowly amongst their 
enemies. It was a name of reproach ; and the meaning 
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was — " We pagans are all worshippers of gods, such aa 
they are ; but this sect worships a man, and that man a 
malefactor." For, though Christ should properly have 
been known by his name, which was Jesus ; yet, because 
his crime, in the opinion of the Jews, lay in the office he 
had assumed, in having made himself the Christcs, the 
anointed of Gbd, therefore it happened that he was pub- 
lished amongst the Boman world by that name : his 
offence, his ^^titulua** on the cross (the king, or the 
anointed) was made his Boman name. Accordingly Tacitus, 
speaking of some insurgents in Judea, says — " That they 
mutinied under the instigation of Christ* their original ring- 
leader " (impuhore Chresto), And no doubt it had become 
a scoffing name, until the Christians disarmed the scoff of 
its sting by assuming it themselves ; as was done in the case 
of " the Beggars " in the Netherlands, of " the Methodists'* 
in England, of the Blacksmith in Persia, &c. 

Meantime, what name did the Christians bear in their 
birthplace 1 Were they called " the brethren " there 1 
No. And why not ? Simply because it had become too 
dangerous a name. To be bold, to affront all reasonable 
danger, was their instinct and their duty; but not to 
tempt utter extinction or utter reduction to imbecility. 
We read amiss, if we imagine that the fiery persecution, 
which raged against Christ, had burnt itself out in the act 
of the cruci&don. It slept, indeed, for a brief interval : 
but that was from necessity; for the small flock of scattered 
sheep easily secreted themselves. No sooner did they 
multiply a little, no sooner did their meetings again pro- 

* Christ: — whereas naturally Tacitus should haye used the name 
of the chief insurgent — impuhore Jesu ; but he does not, because tbe 
assumption of royalty by anointing had caused the name to merge 
ill the offence. 
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claim their << whereabouts," than the snake found them out, 
again raised its spiry crest amongst them, and again 
crushed them for a time. The martyrdom of St. Stephen 
showed that no jesting was intended. It was determined 
that examples should be made. It was resolved that this 
revolt against the temple (the Law and the Prophets) must 
be put down. The next event quickened this agency 
sevenfold. A great servant of the persecution, in the very 
agony of the storm which he was himself guiding and 
pointing, working the very artillery of Jerusalem upon 
some scent which his bloodhounds had found in Syria, sud- 
denly, in one hour passed over to the enemy. What of 
that? Did that startle the persecution? Probably it 
did : failure from within was what they had not looked 
for. But the fear which it bred was sister to the wrath 
of helL The snake turned round ; but not for flight It 
turned to fasten upon the revolter. St. Paul's authority as a 
leader in the Jewish councils availed him nothing after this. 
Orders were undoubtedly expedited from Jerusalem to Da- 
mascus, as soon as messengers could be interchanged, for his 
assassination. And assassinated he would have been, had 
he been twenty St. Pauls, but for his secret evasion, and his 
flight to Arabia. Idumea, probably a sort of Ireland to Judea, 
was the country to which he fled ; where again he might 
have been found out, but his capture would have cost a nego- 
tiation ; and in aU likelihood he lay unknown amongst crowds. 
Nor did he venture to show his face again in Jerusalem for 
some years ; and then again not till a term cf fourteen 
years, half a generation, during which many of the burning 
zealots, and of those who could have challenged him person- 
ally as the great apostate, must have gone to their last sleep. 
During the whole of this noviciate for Christianity, and 
in Cskct throughout the whole Epichiistian era, there was » 
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brooding danger over the name and prospects of Christianity. 
To hold up a hand, to put forth a head in the blinding 
storm, was to perish. It was to solicit and tempt destruc- 
tion. That could not be right Those who were answer- 
able for the great interest confided to them, if in their own 
persons they might have braved the anger of the times, 
were not at liberty to do so on this account, that it would 
have stopped effectually the expansion of the Church. 
Martyrdom and persecution formed the atmosphere in 
which it throve ; but not the frost of death. What, then, 
did the fathers of the Church do ? You read that, during 
a part of this Epichristian age, " the churches had peace." 
True, they had so. £ut how ? 

It was thus : They said to each other, If we are to 
stand such consuming fires as we have seen, one year will 
finish us all. And then what will become of the succession 
that we are to leave behind us 1 We must hide ourselves 
effectually. And this can be done only by symbolizing ; 
i.e.y conducting our inter-communications through conven- 
tional signs. Any lesser disguise our persecutors will pene- 
trate. But this, whilst effectually baffling them for the 
present, will also provide for the future nursing of an infant 
church. They proceeded, therefore, thus : " Let there }>e 
darkness," was the first word of command ; " let us muffle 
ourselves in thick clouds which no human eye can penetrate. 
And towards this purpose let us immediately take a sym- 
bolic name. And, because any name that expresses or im- 
plies a secret fraternity — & fraternity bound together by 
any hidden tie or purpose — ^will instantly be challenged for 
the Christian brotherhood under a new mask, instantly 
the bloody Sanhedrim will get to their old practices, tor- 
turing our weaker members (as afterwards the cruel Pliny 
selected for torture the poor frail women-servants of the 
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brethren), and the wolf will be raging amongst our folds in 
three months, therefore two things are requisite ; one, that; 
this name which we assume, shall be such as to disarm suspi- 
cion (in this they acted upon the instinct of those birds which 
artfully construct signs and appearances to tempt away the 
fowler from their young ones) ; the other, that in case, after 
all, some suspicion should arise, and the enemy again break 
in, there must be three or four barriers to storm before he 
can reach, or even suspect, the stronghold in the centre.** 

Upon this principle all was arranged. First, for the 
name that was to disarm suspicion ; what name could do 
that ? Why, what was the suspicion ? A suspicion that 
Christian .embers were sleeping under the ashes. True : 
but why was that suspicious 1 Why had it ever been sus- 
picious ? For two reasons : because the Christian faith 
was supposed to carry a secret hostility to the Temple and 
its whole ritual economy ; secondly, for an earnest political 
reason, because it was believed to tend, by mere necessity, 
to such tumults, intrigues, and fermenting cabals on revo- 
lutionary principles of movement, as would furnish the Roman, 
on tiptoe for this excuse, with a plea for taking away the 
Jewish name and nation ; that is, for taking away their Jewish 
autanomy (or administration by their Mosaic code), which 
they still had, though otherwise in a state of dependency. 
Now then to meet this mode of suspicion, no name could be 
so admirably fitted as one drawn from the very ritual service 
of that very Temple which was supposed to be in danger. 
That Temple toas in danger : the rocks on which it stood 
were already quaking beneath it. All was accomplished. 
Its doom had gone forth. Shadows of the coming fate 
were spreading fast before it. Its defenders had a dim 
misgiving of the storm that was gathering. But they mis- 
took utterly the quarter from which it was to come. And 
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they cloeed the great gates against an enemy that entered 
by the postern. However, in any case, they could nut 
apprehend a foe in a society that professed a special interest 
in Israel The name chosen, therefore, was derived from the 
veiy costume of the Jewish High Priest, the pontifical 
ruler of the temple. This great officer wore upon his breast 
a splendid piece of jewellery ; twelve precious stones were 
inserted in the breast-plate, representing the twelve sons of 
Jacob, or twelve tribes* of Israel : and this uhu called the 
Essen, Consequently, to announce themselves as the Society 
of the Essen, was to express a peculiar solicitude for the 
children of Israel Under this mask nobody could suspect 
any hostility to Jerusalem or its temple ; nobody, therefore, 
under the existing misconception of Christian objects and 
the Christian character, could suspect a Christian society. 

But was not this hypocritical disguise 9 Not at all. A 
profession was thus made of paramount regard to Judea and 
her children. Why not 1 Christians everywhere turned 
with love, and yearning, and thankfulness tlie profoundest, 
to that " Holy City " (so called by Christ himself), which 
had kept alive for a thousand years the sole vestiges of pure 
faith, and which, for a far longer term, mystically represented 
that people which had known the true God, " when all our 
fathers worshipped stocks and stones.*' Christians, or they 
would have been no Christians, everywhere prayed for her 
peace. And if the downfal of Jerusalem was connected 
with the rise of Christianity, that was not through any 

* ** The Twelve Tribes ;" — ^It is a beautful circumstance in the 
B3rmbology of the Jewish ritual, where all is Bymbolic and all signifi- 
cant, where all in Milton's language " was meant mysteriously," that 
the Ten Tribes were not blotted out from the breastplate after their 
revolt ; no, nor after their idolatrous lapse, nor after their captirity 
nor after their supposed utter dispersion. THeir names still burned 
in the breastplate, though their earthly place knew them no more. 
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enmity borne to Jerusalem by Christians (as the Jew's 
falsely imagine), but because it was not suitable for the 
majesty of God, as the father of truth, to keep up a sepa- 
ration amongst the nations when the fulness of time in his 
counsels required that all separation should be at an end. 
At his bidding the Temple had been raised. At his bidding 
the Temple must be destroyed. Nothing could have saved 
it but becoming Christian. The end was accomplished for 
which it had existed ; a great river had been kept pure, 
that was now in the very act and process of disemboguing 
itself into main ocean. 

But as to any hypocrisy in the fathers of this indispen- 
sable scheme for keeping alive the fire that burned on the 
altar of Christianity, that was imposisiblc. So far from 
needing to assume more love for Judaism than they really 
nad, we know that their very infirmity was to have by 
much too sectarian and exclusive a regard for those who 
were represented by the temple. The Bible, which conceals 
nothing of any men's errors, does not conceal that. And 
we know that all the weight of the great intellectual apostle 
was necessary to overrule the errors, in this point, of St. 
Peter, backed no doubt by a party. The fervid apostle 
erred ; and St. Paul " withstood him to his face." But 
his very error proves the more certainly his sincerity and 
singleness of heart in setting up a society that should 
profess in its name the service of Jerusalem and her 
children as its primary function. The name Essen and 
Essenes was sent before to disarm suspicion and as a pledge 
of loyal fidelity to a patriotic interest. 

Next, however, this society was to be a secret society ; 
an Eleusinian society ; a Freemason society. For, if it 
were not, how was it to provide for the culture of Chris- 
tianity ? Now, if the reader pauses a moment to review 
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the condition of Palestine and the neighhoaring countries 
at that time, he will h^gin to see the opening there was for 
such a society. The condition of the times was agitated 
and tumultuous beyond anything witnessed amongst men, 
except at the Reformation, and at the French Revolution 
from 1789 to 1794. The fiiame on the pagan altars was 
growing pale, the oracles over the earth were muttering their 
alarm, panic terrors were falling upon nations, whispers 
circulating from nobody knew whence, that out of the 
East about this time should arise some great and mysterious 
deliverer. This whisper had spread to Rome — ^was current 
everywhere. It was one of those awful whispers that have 
no author. Nobody could ever trace it, Nobody could 
ever guess by what path it had travelled. like pestilence, 
it moved in darkness. But observe, ui that generation, at 
Rome and all parts of the Mediterranean to the west of 
Palestine, the word " Oriens" had a technical and limited 
meaning ; it was restricted to Syria, of which Palestine 
formed a section. This use of the word will explain itself 
to anybody who looks at a map of the Mediterranean as 
seen from Italy. But some years after the Epichristian 
generation, the word began to extend ; and very naturally, 
as the Roman armies began to make permanent conquests 
nearer to the Euphrates. Under these remarkable cir- 
cumstances, and agitated beyond measure between the 
oppression of the Roman armies on the one hand, and the 
belief of an immediate Divine relation on the other, 
all thoughtful Jews were disturbed in mind. The more 
conscientious, the more they were agitated. Was it their 
duty to resist the Romans 1 God could deliver them doubt- 
less ; but God worked oftentimes by human means. Was 
it his pleasure that they should resist by arms ? Others 
again replied, "If you do, then you prepare an excuse for 



274 THE BSSENES. 

the Romans to extirpate your nation.'* Many, again, turned 
more to religious hopes : these were they who, in scriptural 
language, *^ waited for the consolation of Israel ;" that is, 
they trusted in that Messiah who had been promised, and 
they yearned for his manifestation. They mourned over 
Judea ; they believed that in a spiritual sense she had re- 
belled ; but she had been afflicted, and perhaps her trans- 
gressions might now be blotted out Of this class was he 
who took Christ in his arms when an infant in the temple. 
Of this class were the two rich men, Joseph and Nicodemus, 
who united to bury him. But even of this class many 
ihere were who took different views of the functions pro- 
perly belonging to the Messiah ; and many that, either 
through this difference of original views, or from imperfect 
acquaintance with the life of Jesus, doubted whether he 
were indeed the promised Messiah. Even John the Baptist 
doubted this ; and his question upon that point, addressed 
to Christ himself, << Art thou he that should come, or do 
we look for another?" has been generally fancied singularly 
at war with his own earlier testimony, " Behold the Lamb of 
€rod, that taketh away the sins of the world." But perhaps 
it is not The offices of inspired intercourse with the com- 
ing changes for Israel were prophetically announced as re- 
volving through a succession of characters — Elias, " that 
prophet," and the Messiah. The series might even be more 
complex. And the Baptist, who did not know himself to be 
Elias, might reasonably be in doubt (and (U a time when his 
career was only heginning) whether Jesus were the Messiah. 
Now, out of these mixed elements — men in every stage 
and gradation of belief or spiritual knowledge, but all 
musing, pondering, fermenting in their minds ; all tempest- 
shaken, sorrow-haunted, perplexed, hoping, seeking, doubt- 
ing, trusting — ^the apostles would see abundant means for 
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peopling the lower or initiatory ranks of their new society. 
Such a Graying for light from above probably nerer existed 
The land was on the brink of conyoLdons, and all men felt 
it Even amongst the rulers in Jerusalem had been some 
who saw the truth of Christ's mission, though selfish terrors 
had kept back their testimony. From every rank and 
order of men, the meditative would crowd into a society 
where they would all receive sympathy, whatever might be 
their views, and many would receive light 

This society, how was it constituted? In the innermost, 
or central class (which remember is the masked and secret 
dass), were placed, no doubt, all those, and those only, 
who were thoroughly Christians. The danger was from 
Christianity. And this danger was made operative only 
by associating with the mature and perfect Christian any 
false brother, any half-Christian, any hypocritical Chris- 
tian, any wavering Christian. To meet this danger there 
must be a winnowing and a sifting of all candidates. And 
because the danger was awful, involving not one but many, 
not a human interest but a heavenly interest; therefore 
these winnowings and siftings must be many, must be re- 
peated, must be soul-searching. Nay, even that will not 
sufGice. Oaths, pledges to God as well as to man, must be 
exacted. All this suppose done : serpents by experience, in 
the midst of their dove-like faith, the apostles acted as wise 
stewards for Grod. They surrounded their own central con- 
sistory with lines impassable to treachery. Josephus, the 
blind Jew (blind in heart, we mean, and understanding), 
reporting a matter of which he had no comprehension, nor 
could have — even this man, in his utter darkness, tele- 
graphs to us by many signals, rockets thrown up, which 
oome round, and are visible to us, but imseen by Am, what 
it is that the apostles were about He tells us expressly 
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that a preparatory or trial period of two years was exactM 
of every candidate before his admission to any order ; that, 
after this probationary attendance is finished, <<they are 
parted into four classes ; " and these classes, he tells us, are 
so severely separated from all intercommunion, that merely 
to have touched each other was a pollution requiring a 
solemn purification. Finally, as if all this were nothing, 
though otherwise disallowing of oaths, yet in this as in a 
service of God, oaths, which Josephus styles " tremendous," 
are exacted of each member, that he will reveal nothing of 
what he learns. 

Who can fail to see, in these multiplied precautions for 
guarding what according to Josephus is no secret at all, 
nor anything approaching to a secret, that here we have a 
central Christian society, secret fi'om necessity, cautious to 
excess from the extremity of the danger, and surroundiiig 
themselves in their outer rings by merely J^^ pupils, but 
Jews whose state of mind promised a hopeful soil for the 
solemn and afiecting discoveries which awaited them in the 
higher stages of their progress. Here is the true solution 
of this mysterious society, the Essenes, never mentioned in 
any one record of the Christian generation, and that be- 
cause it first took its rise in the necessities and subtle 
dangers of the Epichristian generation. There is more by 
a good deal to say of these Essenes ; but this is enough for 
explaining their poBition. And if any man asks how tiiey 
came Co be traced to so fabulous an antiquity, the account 
now given easily explains that. Three authors only mention 
them — Pliny, Philo-Judseus, and Josephus. Pliny builds 
upon these two last, and other Jewish romancers. The two 
last may be considered as contemporaries. And all that they 
allege as to the antiquity of the sect, flows naturally from 
the condition and circumstances of the (nUermost (or purely 
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Jew) circle in the series of the classes. These were occu- 
pied exdusiyely with Judaism. And Judaism had in fact, 
as we all know, that real antiquity in its people, and its 
rites, and its symbols, which these uninitiated authors un- 
derstand and fancy to have been meant of the Essenea as a 
total sect. 

The secret histoiy of Judaea, through the two generations 
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, might yet be illu- 
minated a little better than it has been by Josephus. It 
would, however, require a separate paper. At present we 
shall take but a glance or two at that subject, and merely 
in reference to the Essenes. Nothing shows the crooked 
conduct of Josephus so much as the utter perplexity, the 
mere labyrinth of doubts, in which he has involved the 
capital features of the last Jewish war. Two points only 
we notice, for their connexion with the Essenes. 

First, What was the cause, the outstanding pretext, on 
either side, for the Jewish insurrectionary war 1 We know 
well what were the real impulses to that war ; but what 
was the capital and overt act on either side which forced 
the Jewish irritation into a hopeless contest ? What was 
the ostensible ground alleged for the war ) 

Josephus durst not have told, had he known. He must 
have given a Eoman, an ex parte statement, at any rate ; 
and let that consideration never be lost sight of in taking 
his evidence. He might blame a particular Roman, such 
as Glessius florus, because he found that Eomans themselves 
blamed him. He might vaunt his veracity and his vapfyrjo-Ca 
in a little comer of the general story ; but durst he speak 
plainly on the broad field of Judaean politics 1 Not for his 
life. Or suppose the Eoman magnanimity to have taken off 
his shackles, what became of his court favour and prefer- 
ment, in case he spoke freely of Eoman policy as a Etystem f 
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Hence it is tliat Joseplius shuffles so miserably when 
attempting to assign the cause or caoses of the war. Four 
different causes he assigns in different places, not one of 
which is other than itself an effect from higher causes, and 
a mere symptom of the convukions working below. For 
instance, the obstinate withdrawal of the daily sacrifice 
offered for Osesar, which is one of the causes alleged, could 
not have occurred until the real and deep-seated causes of 
that war had operated on the general temper for some tune. 
It was a public insult to Rome : would have occasioned a 
demand for explanation ; would have been revoked ; the 
immediate author punished ; and all would have subsided 
into a personal affair, had it not been supported by exten- 
sive combinations below the surface, which could no longer 
be suppressed. Into them we are not going to enter. We 
wish only to fix attention upon the ignorance of Josephus, 
whether unaffected in this instance, or assumed for the sake 
of disguising truths unacceptable to Boman ears. 

This question of itself has much to do with the origin 
of the Essenes. 

Secondly^ Who were those Sicarii or swordsmen of whom 
Josephus talks so much during the latter years of Jerusalem % 
Can any man believe so monstrous a fable as this, viz., that 
not one, but thousands of men were confederated for purposes 
of murder j 2dlyy of murder not ioterested in its own suc- 
cess ; murder not directed against any known determinate 
objects, but murder indiscriminate, secret, objectless, what 
a lawyer might call homicidium vagum ; Sdly, that 
this confederacy should subsist for years, should levy war, 
should entrench itself in fortresses ; 4:thly (which is more 
incomprehensible than all the rest), should talk and harangue 
in the spirit of sublime martyrdom to some holy interest ; 
5thly, should breathe the same spirit into women and little 
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children ; ajid JlnaUy, that all, with one accord, rather than 
submit to foreign conquest, should choose to die in one 
hour, from the oldest to the youngest 1 Such a tale in its 
outset, in the preliminary confederation, is a tale of ogres 
and ogresses, not of human creatures trained under a Diyine 
law to a profound sense of accountability. Such a tale, in 
its latter sections, is a tale of martyrs more than human. 
Such a tale, as a whole, is self-contradictoiy. A vile purpose 
makes vile all those that pursue it. Even the East Indian 
Thugs are not congregated by families. It is much if ten 
thousand families furnish one Thug. And as to the results of 
such a league, is it possible that a zealous purpose of murder, 
of murder for the sake of murder, should end in nobility of 
spirit so eminent, that nothing in Christian martyrdoms goes 
beyond the extremity of self-sacrifice which even their 
enemies have granted to the Sicarii? " Whose courage,*' 
we are quoting from the bitterest of enemies, << whose cou- 
rage, or shall we call it madness, everybody was amazed at ; 
for, when all sorts of torments that could be imagined were 
applied to their bodies, not one of them would comply so far 
as to confess, or seem to confess, that Csesar was their lord ; as 
if they received those torments, and the very fdry of the 
furnace which burned them to ashes, with bodies that were 
insensible, and with souls that exceedingly rejoiced. But 
what most of all astonished the beholders was the courage of 
the children ; for not one of all these children was so far sub- 
dued by the torments it endured, as to confess Gsesar for 
its lord. Such a marvellous thing for endurance is the 
tender and delicate body of man, when supported by au 
unconquerable soul !** 

No, no, reader ; there is villany at work in this whole 
story about the Sicarii We are duped, we are cheated, we 
are mocked. Felony, conscious murder, never in this world 
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led to such results as these. Conscience it was, that must 
have acted here. No power short of that, ever sustained 
frail women and children in such fiery trials. A conscience 
it may have been erring in its principles ; but those prin- 
ciples must have been Divine. Besting on any confidence 
less than that, the resolution of women and children so tried 
must have given way. Here, too evidently, we have the 
genuine temper of the Maccabees^ struggling and sufifering 
in the same spirit and with the same ultimate hopes. 

After what has been exposed with regard to Josephus, 
we presume that his testimony against the Sicarii will go 
for little. That man may readily be supposed to have borne 
false witness against his brethren who is proved to have 
bom false witness against God. Him, therefore, or any 
thing that he can say, we set aside. But as all is still dark 
about the Sicarii, we shall endeavour to trace their real 
position in the Jewish war. For merely to prove that they 
have been calumniated does not remove the doud that rests 
upon their history. That, indeed, cannot be removed now 
in a manner quite satisfactory; but we see enough to 
indicate the purity of their intentions. And, with respect 
to their enemy Josephus, let us remember one fact, which 
merely the want of a personal interest in the question has 
permitted to lie so long in the shade, viz., that three distinct 
causes made it really impossible for that man to speak the 
truth. First, his own partisanship : having adopted one 
faction, he was bound to regard all others as wrong and 
hostile : Secondly, his captivity and interest : in what 
regarded the merits of the cause, a Boman prisoner durst 
not have spoken the truth. These causes of distortion or 
falsehood in giving that history would apply even to honest 
men, unless with their honesty they combined a spirit of 
martyrdom. But there was a third cause peculiar to the 
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position of Josephus, viz., conscious guilt and shame. He 
coiild not admit others to have been right but in words that 
would have confounded himself. If they were not mad, he 
was a poltroon : if they had done their duty as patriots, 
then was he a traitor ; if they were not frantic, then was 
Josephus an apostate. This was a logic which requii'ed no 
subtle dialectician to point and enforce ; simply the narra- 
tive, if kept steady to the fact and faithful, must silently 
suggest that conclusion to everybody. And for that reason, 
had there been no other, it was not steady ; for that reason 
it was not faithful. Kow, let us turn to the Sicarii Who 
were they ? 

Thirdly, It is a step towards the answer if we ask pre- 
viously, W?io were the Galileans ? Many people read Jose- 
phus under the impression that, of course, this term desig- 
nates merely the inhabitants of the two GaJilees. We, by 
diligent collation of passages, have convinced ourselves that 
it does not ; it means a particular faction in Jewish politics. 
And, which is a fact already noticed by Eusebius, it often 
includes many of the new Christian sect. But this requires 
an explanation. 

Strange it seems to us that men should overlook so ob- 
vious a truth as that in every age Christianity must have 
counted amongst its nominal adherents the erring believer, 
the partial believer, the wavering believer, equally with the 
true, the spiritual, the entire, and the steadfast believer. 
What sort of believers were those who would have taken 
Christ and forcibly made him a king? Erroneous believers, 
it must be admitted ; but still in some points, partially and 
obscurely, they must have been powerfully impressed by the 
truth which they had heard from Christ. Many of these 
might fall away when that personal impression was with- 
drawn ; but many must have survived all causes of de- 
M 2 
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pression. Semi-Christians there must always have been 
in great numbers. Those who were such in a merely reli- 
gious view we believe to have been called Kazarenes ; those 
in whom the political aspects, at first universally ascribed 
to Christianity, happened to predominate, were known by 
the more general name of Galileans. This name expressed 
in its foremost element opposition to the Romans ; in its 
secondary element, Christianity. And its rise may be traced 
thus : — 

Whoever would thoroughly investigate the very complex 
condition of Palestine in our Saviour's days, must go back 
to Herod the Great This man, by his peculiar policy and 
his power, stood between the Jews and the Eomans as a 
sort of Janus or indifferent mediator. Any measure which 
Boman ignorance would have inflicted, unmodified, on the 
rawest condition of Jewish bigotry, he contrived to have 
tempered and qualified. For his own interest, and not with 
any more generous purpose, he screened from the Romans 
various ebullitions of Jewish refractoriness ; and from the 
Jews he screened all accurate knowledge of the probable 
Roman intentions. But after his death, and precisely during 
the course of our Saviour's life, these intentions transpired : 
reciprocal knowledge and menaces were exchanged ; and the 
elements of insurrection began to mould themselves silently, 
but not steadily ; for the agitation was great and increasing 
as the crisis seemed to approach. Herod the Great, as a 
vigorous prince, and very rich, might possibly have main- 
tained the equilibrium, had he lived. But this is doubtful 
Tn his old age various events had combined to shake his 
authority, viz., the tragedies in his own family, and espe- 
cially the death of Mariamne;* by which, like Ferdinand of 

* " Especially the death of Mariamne^^ — ^There is a remarkable 
proof extant of the veneration attached in Jewish imagination to the 



I 

I 
i 



THE E88EKES. 283 

Arragon, or onr Henry yil, under the same drcumstances, 
he seemed in equity to lose his claim upon the throne. But, 
above all, his compliance with idolatry (according to the Jew- 
ish interpretation), in setting up the golden eagle by way of 
homage to Borne, gave a shock to his authority that never 
could have been healed. Out of the affair of the golden 
eagle grew, as we are persuaded, the sect of the Herodians 
— ^those who justified a compromising spirit of dealing with 
the Romans. This threw off, as its antipole, a sect furiously 
opposed to the Bomans. That sect, under the management 
of Judas (otherwise called Theudas), expanded greatly ; he 
was a Galilean, and the sect were therefore naturally called 
GaHleans. Into this main sea of Jewish nationality emptied 
themselves all other less powerM sects that, under any mo« 
dification, avowed an anti-Boman spirit . The religious sect 
of the Christians was from the first caught and hurried away 
into this overmastering vortex. Ko matter that Christ lost 
no opportunity of teaching that his kingdom was not of 
this world. Did he not preach a new salvation to the House 
of Israel ? Where could that lie but through resistance to 
Bome ? His followers resolved to place him at their head 
as a king ; and his crucifixion in those stormy times was 
certainly much influenced by the belief that, as the object 
of political attachment, he had become dangerous whether 
sanctioning that attachment or not. 

Out of this sect of Galileans, comprehending all who 
avowed a Jewish nationality (and therefore many semi- 
Ohristians, that is, men who, in a popular sense, and under 
whatever view, had professed to follow Christ), arose the 

memory of this lady as a Maccabee. Long after her death, a pretender 
(or alleged pretender) to the name and rights of Alexander, one of 
her two murdered sons, appeared at Bome, and instantly drew to 
himself the cnthnsiastic support of all the Jews throughout Italy. 
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sect of Sicarii ; that is, out of a vast multitude professing 
goodwill to the service, these men separated themselves as 
the men of action, the executive ministers, the self-devoting 
soldiers. This is no coigecture. It happens that Josephus, 
who had kept us in the dark about these Sicarii in that 
part of his narrative which most required some clue to their 
purposes, afterwards forgets himself, and incidentally be- 
trays* that the Sicarii had originally been an offset fi*om 
the sect founded by Judas the Galilean ; that their general 
purpose was the same ; so that, no doubt, it was a new 
feature of the time giving a new momentary direction to 
the efforts of the patriotic which had constituted the dis- 
tinction and which authorized the denomination. From the 
Galileans it is probable that the Sicarii differed only as the 
brave doer differs from the clamorous invoker. But the Si- 
carii, you say, used unhallowed means. Possibly not We 
do not know what means they used, except most indistinctly 
from their base and rancorous enemy. The truth, so far as 
it can be descried through the mist of ages and the fury of 
partisanship, appears to be, that, at a moment when law 
slumbered and police was inefficient, they assumed the duties 
of resistance to a tyranny which even the Boman apologist 
admits to have been insufferable. They are not heard of 
as actors until the time when Gessius Florus, by opening 
the floodgates to military insolence, had himself ^ven a 
license to an armed reaction. Where justice was sought in 
vain, probably the Sicarii showed themselves as ministers of 
a sudden retribution. When the vilest outrages were offered 
by foreigners to their women, probably they " visited" for 
such atrocities. That state of things, which caused the 
tribunal to slumber, privileged the individual to wake. And 

■ 

* Wars* h» Tii. chap. 8. sect. 1. 
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in a land (by which word we mean Syria as a whole, not 
Palestine exclusively) whose inspired monuments recorded 
for everlasting praise the acts of Judith, of Samson, of 
Judas Maccabffius, these summary avengers, the Sicarii, 
might reasonably conceive that they held the same heavenly 
commission under the same earthly oppression. 

Beviewing the whole of that calamitous period, combin- 
ing the scattered notices of the men and their acts, and the 
reflections of both thrown back from the mirrors ofifered to 
us by the measures of coimteraction adopted at the time, 
we have little doubt that the Sicarii and the Zealots were 
both products from the same great sect of the Galileans ; 
and that in an imperfect sense or by tendency aU were 
Christians. 

But also we believe that this very political leaven it was, 
as dispersed through the body of the Galileans, which 
favoured the projection of a i^w order called the Essenes, 
from the main body ; this political taint, we mean to say, 
combined with the danger of a prosel^izing Christianity. 
In that anarchy, which through the latter years of Nero 
covered Jud^a as with the atmosphere of hell, the Christian 
fathers saw the necessity of separating themselves from 
these children of violence. They might be right politically 
— and certainly they began in patriotism — ^but too often 
the apprehensive consciences of Christians recoiled from the 
vengeance in which they ended. By tolerating the belief 
that they countenanced the Galileans or Sicarii, the primi- 
tive Church ffelt that she would be making herself a party 
to their actions, often bloody and vindictive, and some- 
times questionable on any principles, smce private enmities 
would too easily mingle with public motives, and if right, 
would be right in an earthly sense. But the persecution 
which arose at Jerusalem would strengthen these conscien- 
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tious Bcraples by others of urgent prodence. A sect that 
proselytized was at any rate a hazardous sect in Judsea ; 
and a sect that had drawn upon itself persecution must 
have felt a triple summons to the instant assumption of a 
disguise. 

Upon this warning, we may suppose, arose the secret 
society of the Essenes ; and its organization was most art- 
ful In fact, the relations of Judaism to Christianity 
furnished a means of concealment such as could not have 
otherwise existed without positive deceit. By arranging 
four concentric circles about one mysterious centre — by 
suffering no advances from the outside to the innermost 
ring unless through years of probation, through multi- 
plied trials of temper, multiplied obligations upon the 
conscience to secrecy, the Christian fathers were enabled to 
lead men onwards insensibly from intense Judaic bigotry 
to the purest form of Christianity. The outermost circle 
received those candidates only whose zeal for rigorous 
Judaism argued a hatred of pagan corruptions, and there- 
fore gave some pledge for religious fervour. In this rank of 
novices no ray of light broke out from the centre — ^no sus- 
picion of any alien doctrine dawned upon ^lem : all was 
Judaic, and. the whole Mosaic theology was cultivated 
alike. This we wiU call the ultimate rank. Kezt, in the 
penultimate rank, the eye was familiarized with the pro- 
phecies respecting the Messiah, and somewhat exclusively 
pointed to that doctrine, and such other doctrines in the 
Mosaic scheme as express an imperfection, a tendency, a 
call for an integration. In the third, or ante-penultimate 
rank, the attention was trained to the general characters of 
the Messiah, as likely to be realized in some personal mani- 
festation ; and a question was probably raised, as if for 
investigation, in what degree these characters met and wore 
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exemplified in the mysterioufl person who had so lately en- 
gaged the earnest attention of all Palestine. He had 
assumed the office of Messiah : he had suffered for that 
assumption at Jerusalem. By what evidences was it ascer- 
tained, in a way satisfactory to just men, that he was not 
the Messiah 9 Many points, it would be urged as by way 
of unwilling concession, did certainly correspond between 
the mysterious person and the prophetic deUneation of the 
idea. Thus far no suspicion has been suffered to reach the 
disciple, that he is now rapidly approaching to a torrent 
that will suck him into a new faith. Nothing has tran- 
spired, which can have shocked the most angry Jewish 
fanaticism. And yet all is ready for the great transition. 
But at this point comes the last crisis for the aspirant. 
Under colour of disputing the claims of Christ, the disciple 
has been brought acquainted with the whole mystery of the 
Christian theory. If his heart is good and true, he has 
manifested by this time such a sense of the radiant beauty 
which has been gradually nnyeiled, that he reveals his own 
trustworthiness. If he retains his scowling Jewish bigotry, 
the consistory at the centre are warned, and trust him no 
farther. He is excluded from the inner ranks, and is 
reconciled to this exclusion (or, if not, is turned aside from 
suspicion) by the impression conveyed to him that these 
central ranks are merely the governing ranks, — ^highest in 
power, but not otherwise distinguished in point of doctrine. 
Thus, though all is true from first to last, from centre 
to circumference — ^though nothing is ever taught but the 
truth — ^yet, by the simple precaution of graduation, and of 
not teaching everywhere the whole truth, but above all, 
by teaching any part of the truth in the character of hostile 
acceptors, and as an unwelcome concession extorted from 
unwilling hearers, it happened that in the very midst of truth 
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Divine, were attained all the benefits of deceit the most 
earthly. The case was as though the colour of blue were 
prohibited and a dangerous colour. But upon a suggestion 
that yellow is a most popular colour, and green tolerated, 
whilst the two extremes of blue and yellow are both blen- 
ded and confounded in green, this last is selected for the 
middle rank ; and then breaking it up by insensible do- 
gradations into the blue tints towards the secret interior, and 
the yellow towards the outer rings, the case is so managed 
as to present the full popular yellow at the outside, and the 
celestial blue at the hidden centre. 

Such we offer as the constitution of the Essenes ; in 
which, however, the reader must not overlook one fact, 
that, because the danger of Christianity as a religious pro- 
fession was confined, during the Epichristian age, to Judaea, 
therefore the order of the Essenes was confined to that 
region ; and that in the extra-Syrian churches, the Chris- 
tians of Palestine were known simply as the Brethren of 
Jerusalem, of Sepphoris, &c., without further designation or 
disguise. Let us now see, having stated the particular cir- 
cumstances in which this disguise of a secret society called 
Essenes arose, what further arguments can be traced for 
identifying these Essenes with the Christians of Palestine. 

We have already pursued the Essenes and the Christians 
through ten features of agreement. Now let us pursue 
them through a few others. And let the logic of the 
parallel be kept steadily in view : above, we show some 
characteristic reputed to be true of the Essenes ; below, we 
show that this same characteristic is known from other 
sources to be true of the Christians. 

No. I. — The Ussenes, according to Josephus, were in the 
habit of prophesying. The only prophets known in the 
days of the Apostles, and recognised as such by the Chri»- 
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tiaa writers, Agabus, for iiiBtaaoe, and Anna, were Cliris- 
tians of the Chriatian brotherhood in Judtea. 

<< And it is but iddorn^^ says Joeephns, " they mm in 
their predictioM,*^ Josephus could not but have been ac- 
quainted with this prophecy of Agabua, too practical, 
too urgent^ too local not to have rung throughout Judsea ; 
before the events as a warning ; after it, as a great provi- 
dential mirade. He must therefore have considered Agabus 
aa one of those people whom he means by the term Essenes. 
Now fffe know him for a Christian. Urgo, here is a case 
of identity made out between a Christian, owned for such 
by the Apostles^ and one of the Essenes, owned for such by 
Josephus. 

No. n. — The Essenes particularly applied themselves to 
the study of medicine, — This is very remarkable in a sect 
like the Essenes, who, from their rigorous habits of absti- 
neace, must of all men have had the least personal call for 
medicine : but not at all remarkable if the Essenes are 
identified with the Christians. For, 

1. Out of so small a number as four Evangelists, one 
was a physician, which shows at least the fact that medi- 
cine was cultivated amongst the Christians. But, 

2. The reason of' this will appear immediately in the 
example (E) left by Christ, and in the motives (M) to 
that example. 

As to (E) the example, at least nine in ten of Christ's 
miracles were medical or therajyeutic miracles, miracles 
applied to derangements of the human system. 

As to the motives (M) which governed our Saviour in 
tliis particular choice, it would be truly ridiculous and 
worthy of a modem utilitarian, to suppose that Christ 
would have suffered his time to be occupied, and the great 
vision of his contemplations to be interrupted, by an 

K — IX. 
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employment bo trifling (trifling surely by comparison with 
his transcendent purposes) as the healing of a few hundreds, 
more or less, in one small district through one brief trien- 
nium. This healing office waf« adopted, not chiefly for its 
own sake, but partly as a symbolic annunciation of a supe- 
rior healing, already expressed in the name lesus, from the 
Greek verb for healing; chiefly, however, as the best means, 
in an eastern land, of advertising his approach far and wide^ 
and thus convoking the people to his instructions. From 
Barbary to Hindustan — ^from the setting to the rising sun 
— ^it is notorious that no travelling character is so certainly 
a safe one as that of hakim or physician. As he advances 
on his route, the news flies before him ; disease is evoked 
as by the rod of Amram's son ; the beds of sick people, 
in every rank, are ranged along the road-sides ; and the 
beneficent dispenser of health or of relief moves through 
the prayers of hope on the one side, and of gratitude on 
the other. Well may this character be a protection ; for 
not only is every invalid in the land . his friend from the 
first, but every one who loves or pities an invalid. In fact, 
the character is too favourable, because it soon becomes 
burdensome ; so that of late, in Aflghanistan, Bokhara, 
&C., Englishmen have declined its aid : for inevitably it 
impedes a man's progress ; and it exposes him to two 
classes of applications, one embarrassing from the extrava- 
gance of its expectations (as that a man should understand 
doubtful or elaborate symptoms at a glance), the other de- 
grading to an Englishman's feelings, by calling upon him 
for aphrodisiacs or other modes of collusion with Oriental 
sensuality. This medical character, this aU-persuasive title 
oi hakim, the Apostles and their delegates adopted, using 
it both as the trumpet of summons to some centrsd rendez- 
vous, and also as the very best means of opening the heart 
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to religious influences — the Leart softened already by suffer- 
ing turned inwards by solitary musing ; or melted, per- 
haps, by relief from anguish, into fervent gratitude. This, 
upon consideration, we believe to have been the secret key 
to the Apostolic meaning in sending abroad the report, 
which report accordingly re-emerges naturally in the Jo- 
sephan report of the Essenes (or masquerading Christians), 
that they cultivated medicine. They became what so many 
of us Englishmen have become in Oriental countries, ha- 
kims ; and as with us, that character was assumed as a 
disguise for ulterior purposes that could not have been 
otherwise obtained * — our purposes were liberal, theirs 
divine. Therefore we conclude our argument No. 11., by 
saying, that this medical feature in the Essenes is not only 
found in the Christians, but is found radicated in the very 
constitution of that body, as a proselytizing order, who 
could not dispense with some excuse or other for assembling 
the people in crowds. 

No. III. — The Essenes think that oil is a defilement. — 
So says Josephus, as one who stood in the outeimost rank 
of the order, admitted to a knowledge of some distinctions, 
but never to the secret meaning upon which those distinc- 
tions turned. Now with respect to thir new characteristic, 
^hat is our logical duty ? It is our duty to show that 
the Essenes, supposing them to be the latent Christians, 



* " That could not have been othemoise obtained : " — One most impor- 
tant fact has been entirely overlooked. Neither in Syria, nor any 
part of Asia Minor, of Achaia, &c., could the Apostles have called a 
general meeting of the people without instant liability to arrest, as 
public disturbers. But the character of Hakim furnished a privi- 
leged case, which operated as a summons, instant, certain, safe, uni- 
formly intelligible to others, and for the hakim himself as potent in 
the result as it was rapid and fluent in its mode of publicatiooi 
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had a special motive for rejecting oil ; whereas on any 
other assumption they had no such motive. And next, we 
will show that this special motive has sustained itseli* in 
the traditionaiy usages of a remote posterity. 

First of all, then, how came the Jews ever to use oil at 
all for the purpose of anointing their persons? It was 
adopted (Who says so ? TTe say so) as a Grecian luxury, 
from their Grecian fellow-townsmen in cities without num- 
ber, under the Syro-Macedonian kings. Not only in Syria 
proper, but in many other territories adjacent to Judaea, 
there were cities like the two CsBsareas, the maritime and 
the inland, which were divided between Greeks and Jews ; 
from which equality of rights came feuds and dreadful 
calamities in the end, but previously a strong contagion of 
Grecian habits. Hence, in part, it arose that the Jews in 
our Saviour's time were far from being that simple people 
which they had been whilst insulated in gloomy seclusion, 
or whilst associated only with monotonous oriental neigh- 
bours. Amongst other luxuries which they had caught 
from their Grecian neighbours were those of the bath and 
the palsestra. But in Jerusalem, as the heart of Judsea,-)^ 
and the citadel of Jewish principle, some front of resistance 
was still opposed to these exotic habits. The language 
was one aid to this resistance ; for elsewhere the Greek was 
gaining ground, whilst here the Chaldee prevailed. But a 



* **At the lieart of Judosa:''^ — It was an old belief amongst the 
Jews, upon their droll ideas of cosmography, that Judaea was the 
central region of the earth, and that Jerusalem was the omphaloa or 
navel of Judaea — an idea which the Greeks applied to Delphi. And 
thus we see that the Chinese man (or monkey), although ho is par 
(txoellenee the beast of the earth, nevertheless has a high sanction 
io plead for his conceit about China as a central region, round which 
(on its outer margin) are crawling all the barbarians of our planet. 
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iftroDgor repulsion to foreigners was the eternal gloom of 
the public usages. No games in Jerusalem, no theatre, 
no hippodrome ; for all these you must go down to the sea- 
side, where Csesarea, though built by a Jew, and half- 
peopled by Jews, was the Boman metropolis of Palestine, 
and with every sort of Boman luxury. To this stem Jeru- 
salem standard all Jews conformed in the proportion of 
their patriotism ; to GrsBcize or not to Grsecize had become 
a test of patriotic feeling ; and thus far the Essenes had the 
same general reasons as the Christians (supposing them for 
the moment two distinct orders of men) for setting their 
faces against the luxurious manners of the age. But if the 
Essenes were Christians, then we infer that they had a 
much stronger and a special motive to all kinds of abstin- 
ence, from the memorable charge of Christ to his evange- 
lizing disciples ; for which charge there was a double 
motive : lat, To raise an ideal of abstinence ; 2dy To 
release the disciple from all worldly cares, and concentrate 
his thoughts upon his mission. Now, the Essenes, if 
Christians, stood precisely in that situation of evangelizers. 
Even thus far, therefore, the Essenes, as Christians, 
would have higher motives to abstinence than simply as a 
sect of Jews ; yet still against oil, merely as a mode o^ 
luxury, their reasons were no stronger than against any 
luxury in any other shape. But a Christian of that day 
had a far more special restraint with regard to the familiar 
use of oil — ^not as a luxury, but as a consecrated symbol, 
he regarded it with awe-^il was to him under a perpetual 
interdict. The very name Christos, the anointed, gave in 
ono Instant an inaugurating solemnity, a baptismal value, 
to the act of anointing. Christians bearing in their very 
name (though then, by the supposition, " a secret name ") 
a record and everlasting memorial of tbit chrism by which 



29 4 THE E88ENES. 

their Founder was made the Anointed of God, thought it 
little consistent with reverential feelings to use that conse- 
crated rite of anointing in the economy of daily life. They 
abstained from this Grecian practice, therefore, not, as the 
ignorant Josephus imagines, from despising it, but from too 
much revering it. The symbolic meaning overpowered and 
eclipsed' its natural meaning ; and they abstained from the 
unction of the palaestra just as any man amongst ourselves, 
the least liable to superstition, would (if he had any reveren- 
tial principles) recoil from the use of sacramental vessels in 
a service of common household life. Would a good man 
with reverential feelings developed in his nature, be capable 
of taking his breakfast from a sacramental vessel ? Quite 
as little could the Christians or Essen es use oil for a 
purpose of luxury. And beside the consecration of oil in 
the very name of Christ and Christian^ oil was carried 
in those early ages of Christianity to the beds of dyin^ 
persons. 

After this explanation of our view, we shall hardly need 
to go forward in proof, that this sanctity of the oil and of 
the anointing act has sustained itself in traditionary usages, 
and propagated its symboHc meaning to a posterity far 
distant from the Essenes. The most solemn of the cere- 
monies in the coronation of Christian kings is a memorial 
of this usage so reverentially treated by the Essenes. The 
affecting rite by which a. new-bom stranger upon earth 
is introduced within the fold of the Christian Church, is 
but the prolongation of that ancient chrism. And so 
essential in earlier ages, was the presence of the holy 
Judsean oil used by the first Chr^tians, were it only to the 
amount of one solitary drop, that volumes might be col- 
lected on the exertions made for tending the trees which 
produced it, and if possible for multiplying or transplanting 
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them. Many eastern trayellers in our ovn day have given 
the histoiy of those consecrated trees, and their slow de- 
clension to the present moment ; and to this hour, in our 
London bills of mortality, there is one subdivision headed, 
^^Chrysom children,"* which echoes from a distance of 
almost two thousand years the veiy act and ceremony 
which was surrounded with so much reverence by the 
Essenes. 

No. IV. — The Essenes think it a thing of good omen to 
he dressed in white robes. — ^Tes ; here again we find the 
external fact reported by Josephus, but with his usual ig- 
norance of its symbolic value, and the secret record which 
it involved. He does not pretend to have been more than 
a novice ; that is, at most he had been admitted into the 
lowest or outermost dass, where no hint would be given of 
the Christian mysteries that would open nearer to the 
centre. The white robes were, of course, either the bap- 
tismal robes, the albatce vestes noticed in the foot-note, or 



* " Clirysom children ;" — Tell a child of three years old to pronounce 
the word helm; nine times out of ten it will say hdom^ from the im- 
perfection of its organs. By this mode of corruption came the word 
eAiysofn, from the baptismal chritm of the early Christians. In Eng- 
land if a child dies within the first month of its life, it is called a 
(A/ryiom child; whence the title in the London bills of mortality. In 
such a case, it was the beautiful custom amongst our ancestors, per- 
haps still is so amongst those who have the good feeling to appre- 
ciate these time-honoured usages, to bury the innocent creature in 
its baptismal robe ; to which the northern Spaniards (at least in Bis- 
cay) add, as another symbol of purity, on the lid of the little coffin, — 

'* A happy garland of the pore wbite rose.** 

How profoundly this mysterious chrism influenced the imaginations 
of our forefathers, is shown by the multiplied ricoehet^ through which 
it impressed itself upon the yocabulary of the case ; the oil, the act of 
anointing, the little infant anointed, the white robe in which it was 
dreased, all a*ul each severally bore the name of the ehryaoia 
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some other of the typical dresses assnmed in diiTerent ranks 
and situations by the primitive Christians. 

No. V. — In the jvdgTrvemU they pass, the Essenes are 
most accurate and jtLst ; nor do they pass sentence hy the 
votes of a court that is lower than a hundred. — ^Here we 
find Josephus imconsciously alluding to the secret arrauge* 
uients of the early Christian Church, the machinery esta- 
blished for conducting affairs so vast by their tendency, in 
a condition so critical by its political relations. The Apos- 
tolical Constitutions show that many of the forms in general 
councils, long after that age, had been traditionally derived 
from this infancy of the Christian Church — a result which is 
natural in any case, but almost inevitable where the original 
organizers are invested with that sort of honour and authority 
attached to inspiration. Here are positive traces of the 
Christian institutions, as viewed by one who knew of their 
existence under the name of Essenes, and witnessed some of 
their decisions in the result, but was never admitted to Suty 
confidential gUmpse of their deliberations, or their system 
of proceeding, or their principles. Here is the truth, but 
traced by its shadow. On the other hand, if the pretended 
Essenes (considered as distinct from Christians) were the 
people concerned, what need should they have of courts — 
numerous or not numerous 1 Had the Sadducees courts 1 
Had the Pharisees courts ? Doubtless they had, in their 
general character of Jews, but certainly not in their separate 
characters as philosophic sects. Here again, therefore, in 
this very mention of courts, had there been no word dropped 
of their form, we see an insuperable evidence to the fact of 
the Christians being the true parties concerned. 

No. VI. — ^The Essenes are divided by Philo-Judajus into 
the Therapeutid and the Practici, A division into four 
orders has already been noticed, in explaining the general 
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eoBstitutian of the society. These orders would very pro- 
bably have characteristic names as well as barely distin- 
fishing numbers. And if so, the name of Therapeutce 
would exactly correspond to the medical evangelists (the 
hakims) noticed under No. EL We see therefore at once 
two leading divisions of the new-bom Christian sect : Ist, 
the TlierapetUiciy who were intrusted with the propagation 
of the faith as having special gifts for authorizing crowds, 
and for winning confidence ; 2c?, the Practici, who were 
intrusted with the private affairs of the brethren. Tho 
external interests were confided to the first ; the domesti ^ 
to the second. 

« 

No. VII. — Moreover, the Essenes are stricter than any 
i^her of the Jews in resting from tJieir labours on the seventh 
day ; for they even get thdrfood ready on the day before, 
thai they may not he obliged to kindle a fire on that day. 
— Now then, it will be said, these Essenes, if Christians, 
ought not to have kept the Jewish SabbatL This seems 
a serious objection. But pause, reader. One consideration 
is most important in this whole discussion. The Jews are 
now ranged in hostility to the Christians ; because now the 
very name of Jew makes open proclamation that he hs\» 
rejected Christianity ; but, in the earliest stage of Chris- 
tianity, the Jew's relation to that new creed was in suspense 
and undetermined : he might be, 1. in a state of hostility; 
2. in a state of transition ; 3. in a state of deliberation. So 
far, therefore, from shocking his prejudices by violent altera- 
tions of form, and of outward symbol, not essential to the 
truth symbolized, the error of the early Christians would 
lie tho other way ; as in fact we know that it did in Judaea 
that is, in the land of the Essenes, where they retained too 
much rather than too little of Mosaic rites. Judaism is 
the radix of Christianity : Christianity the intej^ration of 
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Jadaism. And bo long as this integration was only not 
aceeptedf it was reasonable to presume it the subject of 
examination, and to regard the Jew as a Christian m 
transitu, and by tendency (if not violently disturbed or 
shocked) as a Christian elect. For one generation the 
Jews must have been regarded as novices in a lower class 
advancing gradually to the higher grades ; not as enemies 
at all, but as imperfect allies. During this pacific interim 
(which is not to be thought hostile, bticause individual Jews 
were hostile), the Christians most entangled with Jews, 
viz., the Christians of Palestine, would not seel£ to widen 
the chasm which divided them. On the contrary, they 
would concede too much to the prejudices of their Jewish 
brethren ; they would adopt too many of the Jewish rites ; 
as at first even circumcision : ^fortioriy the Jewish Sab- 
bath. Thus it would be during the period of suspense. 
Hostility would first commence when the two orders of 
men could no longer be viewed as the inviting and invited 
— as teaching and learning ; but as affirming and denying 
— ^as worshippers and blasphemers. Then began the per- 
fect schism of the two orders. Then began amongst the 
Syrian Christians the observance of a Christian Sunday ; 
then began the general disuse of circumcision. 

Here we are called upon to dose this investigation ; and 
for the following reason : Most subjects offer themselves 
under two aspects at the least, often imder more. This 
question, accordingly, upon the true relations of the Essenes, 
may be contemplated either as a religious question, or as a 
question of Christian antiquities. Under this latter aspect^ 
it is not improperly entertained by a work whose primary 
functions are literary. But to pursue it further might en- 
tangle us more intricately in speculations of Christian doc- 
trine than could be suitable to any writer not professeiUj 
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theological We pause, therefore ; though not for want of 
abundant matter to continue the discusdon. 

The Christian religion ofiFers two things : a body of truth, 
of things to be believed, in the first place ; in the second 
place, a spiritual agency, a mediatorial agency, for carrying 
these truths into operative life. Otherwise expressed, the 
Christian reUgion ofiFers — 1st, a knowledge ; 2d, a power : 
that is, 1st, a rudder to guide ; 2d, sails to propel. Now 
mark : the Essenes, as reported to us by Josephus, by 
Philo-JudsBus, or two centuries afterwards by Eusebius, 
do not appear to have claimed No. 2 ; and for this reason, 
because, as a secret society, and for the very cause which 
made it prudent for them to be a secret society, that part 
of their pretensions could not have been stated safely ; not 
without avowing the very thing which it was their purpose 
to conceal, viz., their allegiance to Christ But as to No. 1 
— as to the total trvihs taught by Christianity, taken in 
contradistinction to its spiritual powers — these the Essenes 
did claim ; these they did appropriate ; and therefore take 
notice of this : if the Essenes were not the early Christians 
in disguise, then was Chiistianity, as a knowledge^ taught 
independently of Christ ; nay, in opposition to Christ ; or, 
if we were to accept the hyperbolical fairy-tale of Pliny, 
positively two thousand years before the era of Christ. On 
the afi&rmative assumption all is clear and coherent. Take 
the negative alternative; suppose the Essenes a distinct 
body from the primitive Christians of Palestine (t.^., those 
particular Christians who stood under the ban of Jerusalem), 
and you have a deadlier wound inflicted on Christian faith 
than the whole army of infidels ever attempted. A par- 
Iielion — ^a secondary sun, a mock sun that should shine for 
centuries with equal arguments for its own authenticity as 
existed for the original and authentic sun — would not be 
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more shocking to the sense and to the auguries of man than 
a secondary Christianity not less spiritual, not less heavenly, 
not less divine than the primary, pretending to a separate 
and even hostile origin. Much more is to be said in behalf 
of our thesis. But say more or say less — say it well or say 
it ill — ^the main argument, that the Essenes were the early 
Christians, locally in danger, and therefore locally putting 
themselves, with the wisdom of the serpent, under a cloud 
of disguise, impenetrable to fierce Jewish enemies and to 
timid or treacherous brethren, — ^that argument is essential 
to the dignity of Christian truth. That theory is involved 
in the almighty principle that, as there is but one God, 
but one hope, but one anchorage for man, so also there can 
be but one authentic faith, but one derivation of truth, but 
one perfect revelation. 

Note to Page 266, line 9. 

Epichristian. — This term, introduced to meet a necessity of the 
case, may be explained thus : That particular age or generation (of 
twenty or thirty years, suppose) which witnesses the first origin of 
any great idea, system, discovery, or revelation, rarely indeed wit- 
nesses the main struggle and opening rush of its evolution. Exactly 
as any birth promises vast results for man, it may be expected to 
slumber and gather silently, like what housemaids call a gathering' 
coalt through perhaps one generation. Then suddenly kindling, and 
spreading by ratios continually accelerated, it rushes into the fiilness 
of life with the hurry.of a yemal resurrection in Sweden. Such a 
secondary generation therefore, supervening upon the very earliest 
which dates from the first infant germs, is the season of true and 
virtual birth : but still, according to the letter of cbfonological prece- 
dency, it is not so. In order therefore to reconcile the apparent with 
^he substantial truth, I speak of all agencies that belonged to the 
primary movements of Christianity as Epichristian — ^that is, as 
essentially forming elements in the original machinery through which 
that revelation revolved, though generally not coming into mature 
action until the generation that bucoeeded 
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Fob a period of centuries there has existed an enigma, 
dark and insoluble as that of the Sphinx, in the text ox 
Suetonius. Isaac Casaubon, as modest as he was learned, 
had vainly besieged it ; then, in a mood of revolting 
arrogance, Joseph Scaliger ; Emesti ; Gronovius ; many 
others ; and all without a gleam of success. Had the 
tread-mill been awarded (as might have been wished) to 
failure of attempts at solution, under the construction of 
having traded in false hopes — in tmoke-^lling^ as the 
Roman law entitled it— one and all of these big-wigs must 
have mounted that aspiring machine of Tantalus, nolentes 
volentes. 

The passage in Suetonius which so excruciatingly (but so 
unprofitably) has tormented the wits of such scliolars as 
have sat in judgment upon it through a period of three 
hundred and fifty years, arises in the tenth section of his 
Domitian. That prince, it seems, had displayed in his 
outset considerable promise of moral excellence ; in parti- 
cular, neither rapacity nor cruelty was then apparently any 
feature in his character. Both qualities, however, found a 
pretty large and early development in his advancing career, 
but cruelty the largest and earliest. By way of illustration, 
Suetonius rehearses a list of distinig^uished men, clothed with 
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flenatorian or even consular rank, whom he had put to deatli 
upon allegations the most frivolous ; amongst them, Aeliua 
Lamia, a nobleman whose wife he had torn from him by open 
and insulting violence. It may be as well to cite the exact 
words of Suetonius :* << Aelium Lamiam (interemit) 6b 
Buspidosos quidem, verum et veteres et innoxios jocos ; 
qubd post abductam uxorem laudanti vocem suam — dixerat, 
Heu taceo ; qubdque Tito hortanti se ad alterum matrimo- 
nium, responderat fii) kqX <rv ya/A^o-at BkXtvi ;" — Anglice, 
Aelius Lamia he put to death on account of certain jests ; 
jests liable to some jealousy, but, on the other hand, of old 
standing, and that had in fact proved harmless as re- 
garded practical consequences — ^namely, that to one who 
praised his voice as a singer he had repUed, Hea taceo ; 
and that, on another occasion, in reply to the Emperor 
Titus, when urging him to a second marriage, he had said, 
" What now, I suppose you are looking out for a wife T* 

The latter jest is inteUigible enough, stingmg, and in a 
high degree witty. As if the young men of the Flavian 
family could fancy no wives but such as they had won by 
violence from other men, he affects in a bitter sarcasm to 
take for granted that Titus, in counselling his friends to 
marry, was simply contemplating the first step towards 
creating a fund of eligible wives. The primal qualifica- 



* The original Latin seems singularly careless: every (even thongh 
inattentive) reader says — Innox^s, hannless? But if these jests were 
hannless, how could he call them atispieiosoSi calculated to rouse sus- 
picion ? The way to justify the drift of fcJuetonius in reconcilement 
with his precise words is thus — on account of certain repartees which 
undeniably had borne a sense justifying some uneasiness and jealousy 
at the time of utterance, but which the event had shown to be practi- 
cally harmless, whatever had been the intention, and which we e 
Mrs obsolete. 
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tiop of any lady as a consort being in Flavian eyes that she 
had been torn away violently from a friend, it became evi 
dent that the preliminary stop towards a Flavian wedding 
was, to persuade some incautious friend into marrying, and 
thus putting himself into a capacity of being robbed. Such, 
at least in the stinging jest of* Lamia, was the Flavian rule 
of conduct. And his friend Titus, therefore, simply as the 
brother of Domitian, simply as a Flavian, he affected to 
regard as indirectly and provisionally extending his own 
conjugal fund, whenever he prevailed on a friend to select 
a wife. 

The latter jest, therefoi-c, when once apprehended, speaks 
broadly and bitingly for itself. But the other ; what can 
it possibly mean ? For centuries has that question been 
reiterated ; and hitherto without advancing by one step 
nearer to solution. Isaac Casaubon, who about 250 years 
since was the leading oracle in this field of literature, writ- 
ing an elaborate and continuous commentary upon Sueto- 
mus, found himself unable to suggest any real aids for dis- 
persing the thick darkness overhanging the passage. What 
he says is this : "Parum satisfaciunt mihi interpretes in ex- 
pUcatione hujus Lamise dicti. Nam quod putant Hea taceo 
suspirium esse ejus — indicem doloris ob abductam uxorem 
magni sed latentis, nobis non ita videtur; sed notatam potius 
fuisse tyrannidem principis, qui omnia in sno genere pulchra 
et excellentia possessoribus eriperet, unde necessitas incumbe- 
bat sua bona dissimulandi celandique." In English thus : — 
Not at all satisfactory to me are the commentators in the 
explanation of the dictum (here equivalent to dicterium) of 
Lamia. For, whereas they imagine Seu taceo to be a sigh 
of his — the record and indication of a sorrow, great though 
concealed, on behalf of the wife that had been violently 
torn away from him— me, I confess, the case d33S not 



304 AELIUS LAMIJL 

strike in that light ; but rather that a satiric blow was 
aimed at the despotism of the sovereign prince, who tore 
away froia their possessors all objects whatsoever marked 
by beauty or distinguished merit in their own peculiar class : 
"^rhence a!t)se a pressure of necessity for dissembling and 
hiding their own advantages. << Sic esse exponendum,*' 
that such is the true interpretation (continues Casaubon), 
" docerU ilia verba [laudanti vocem suamJ' (we are in- 
structed by these words), [to one who praised his singing 
voice, &C.] 

This commentary was obscure enough, and did no parti- 
cular honour to the native good sense of Isaac Casaubon, 
usually so conspicuous. For, whilst proclaiming a settle- 
ment, in reality it settled nothing. Naturally, it made but 
a feeble impression upon the scholars of the day ; and not 
long after the publication of the book, Casaubon received 
from Joseph Scaliger a friendly but gasconading letter, in 
which that great scholar brought forward a new reading — 
namely, cvraicTO), to which he assigned a profound technical 
value as a musical term. No person even affected to un- 
derstand Scaliger. Casaubon himself, while treating so 
celebrated a man with kind and considerate deference, yet 
frankly owned that, in all his vast reading, he had never 
met with this Greek word in such a sense. But, without 
entering into an^ dispute upon that verbal question, and 
concediog to Scaliger the word and his own interpretation 
of the word, no man could understand in waat way this 
new resource was meant to affect the ultimate question at 
issue — namely, the extrication of the passage from that 
thick darkness which overshadowed it 

" As you were'^ (to speak in the phraseology of military 
drill), was in effect the word of command. All things re- 
verted to their original condition. A.nd two centuries of 
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darkness agaiu enveloped tills unsolved or insoluble per- 
plexity of Roman literature. The darkness had for a few 
moments seemed to be unsettling itself in preparation for 
flight : but immediately it rolled back again ; and through 
seven generations of men this darkness was heavier, because 
now loaded with disappointment, and in that degree less 
hopeful than before. 

At length then, I believe, all things are ready for the 
explosion of a catastrophe : " Which catastrophe," I hear 
some malicious reader whispering, *< is doubtless destined to 
glorify himself" (meaning the unworthy writer of this little 
paper). I cannot deny it. A truth is a truth. And, since no 
medal, nor riband, nor cross of any known order, is disposable 
for the most brilliant successes in dealing with desperate (or 
what may be called condemned) passages in pagan litef&ture, 
mere sloughs of despond that yawn across the pages of 
many a heathen dog, poet and orator, that I could mention, 
so much the more reasonable it is that a large allowance 
should be served out of boasting and self-glorification to all 
those whose merits upon this field national governments 
have neglected to proclaim. The ScaUgers, both father and 
son, I believe, acted upon- this doctrine ; and drew largely 
by anticipation upon that reversionary bank which they 
conceived to be answerable for such drafts. Joseph Scaliger, 
it strikes me, was drunk when he wrote his letter on the 
present occasion, and in that way failed to see (what Oa- 
saubon saw clearly enough) that he had commenced shout- 
ing before he w'as out of the wood. For my own pftrt^ if 
I go so far as to say that the result promises, in the French- 
man's phrase, " to cover me with glory," I beg the reader 
to remember that the idea of " covering " is of most va- 
riable extent : the glory may envelop on^ in a voluminous 

robe, a princely mantle that may require a long suite of 
n2 
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tram-beaxeis, or may pinch and vioe one*s anns iaio that 
succinct garment (now superannuated) which some eighty 
years ago drew its name from the distinguished Whig family 
in England of Spencer. 

All being now ready, and the arena being cleared of 
competitors (for I suppose it is fully understood that every- 
body but myself has retired from the contest), let it be clearly 
understood what it is that the contest turns upon. Supposing 
that one had been called, like (Edipus of old, to a turn-up 
with that venerable girl the Sphinx, most essential it 
would have been that the clerk of the course (or howevei 
you designate the judge, the umpire, &c.) should have read 
the riddle propounded, how else judge of the solution? 
At present the elements of the case to be decided stand 
thus : — 

A Roman noble, a man in fact, of senatorial rank, has 
been robbed, robbed with violence, and with cruel scorn, of 
a lovely young wife, to whom he was most tenderly at- 
tached. But by whom? the indignant reader demands. 
By a younger son* of the Roman Emperor Vespasian. 



* Bat holding what rank, and what precise station, at the time of 
the outrage ? At this point I acknowledge a difficulty. The crimi 
ual was in this case Domitian, the younger son of the tenth Cnsar, 
viz., of Vespasian ; 2dlyf younger brother of Titus, the eleventh 
Otesor ; and himself, Bdli/f under the name of Domitian, the twelfth 
of the CsBsars. Now the difficulty lies here, which yet I have never 
seen noticed in any book: was this violence perpetrated before or 
after Domitian*8 assumption of the purple ? If afteTf how, then, could 
the injured hushand have received that advice from Titus (as to repair- 
ing his loss by a second marriage), which suggested the earliest hon- 
mot between Titus and Lamia? Yet again, if not after but before, 
how was it that Lamia had not invoked the protection of Vespasian, 
or of Titus — ^the latter of whom enjoyed a theatrically fine reputation 
for equity and moderation ? By the way, another honrmot arose out 
of tlJs brutal Pomitian's evil reputation. He had a taste for petty 
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For aome years tbe wrong has been borne in sileDoe: 
the sufferer knew himself to be powerless as against sach 
an oppressor; and that to show symptoms of impotent 
hatred was but to call down thunderbolts upon his own 
head. Generally, therefore, prudence had guided him. 
Fatience had been the word ; silence, and below all the 
deep, deep word, watch and wait I It is, however, an awful 
aggravation of such afflictions, that the lady herself might 
have co-operated in the later stages of the tragedy with the 
purposes of the imperial ruffian. Lamia had been suffered to 
live, because as a living man he yielded up into the hands 
of his tormentor his whole capacity of suffering ; no part 
of it escaped the hellish range of his enemy's eye. But 
this advantage for the. torturer had also its weak and 
doubtful side. Use and monotony might secretly be weai*- 
ing away the edge of the organs on and through which the 
corrosion of the inner heart proceeded. And when that 
point was reached — a callousness which neutralized the 
further powers of the tormentor, it then became the true 
policy of such a fiend (as being his one sole unexhausted 
resource) to inflict death. On the whole, therefore, putting 
together the facts of the case, it seems to have been resolved 
that he should die. But previously that he should drink 



cruelties; especially upon the common house-fly, which in the Syrian 
mythology enjoys the condescending patronage of the god Belzebab. 
Flies did Caesar massacre in spite of Belzebub by bushels ; and the 
carnage was the greater, because this Apollyon of flies was always 
armed ; since the metallic atyluSf with which the Boman ploughed 
his waxen tablets in writing memoranda, was the best of weapons in 
a pitched battle with a fly ; in fact, Csesar had an unfair advantage. 
Meantime this habit of his had become notorious : and one day a mau, 
wishing for a private audience, inquired in the antechambers if Caesar 
were alone? Quite alone^ was the reply. " Are you sure? Is nobodj 
with him.*' Nobody: not so mnck at a fly {ne muaca quidam^,^ 
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i>ir a final cup of anguish, the bitterest that had yet been 
offered. The lady herself again, had she also suffered in 
sympathy with her martyred husband ? That must have 
been known to a certainty in the outset of the case by 
V.im that knew too profoundly on what terms of love they 
had lived. Possibly to resist indefinitely might have 
menaced herself with ruin, whilst offering no benefit to her 
husband. There is besides this dreadful fact, placed ten 
thousand times on record, that the veiy goodness of the 
human heart in such a case ministers fuel to the moral 
degradation of a female combatant Any woman, and 
exactly in proportion to the moral sensibility of her nature, 
finds it painful to live in the same house with a man not 
odiously repulsive in manners or in person on terms of 
eternal hostility. What it was circumstantially that passed, 
long since has been overtaken and swallowed up by the vast 
oblivions of time. This only survives — ^namely, that what 
Lamia had said gave signal offence in the highest quarter 
was not forgotten, and that his death followed eventually. 
But what was it that he did say ? That is precisely the 
question, and the whole question which we have to answer. 
At present we know, and we do not know, what it was that 
he said. We find bequeathed to us by history the munificent 
legacy of two words — ^involving eight letters — which in their 
present form, with submission to certain grandees of classic 
literature, more particularly to the scoundrel Joe Scaliger 
(son of 4he old original ruffian, J. 0. Scaliger), mean exactly 
nothing. These two words must be regarded as the raw 
material upon which we have to work : and out of these 
we are required to turn out a rational, but also, be i\ 
observed, a memorably caustic saying for Aelius Lamia, 
under the following five conditions : First, it must allude 
to his wife, as one that is lost to him irrecoverably ; 
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secondly, it must glance at a gloomy tyrant who bars him 
from rejoining her ; thirdly, it must reply to the compli- 
ment which had been paid to the sweetness of his own 
voice ; fourthly, it should in strictness contain some 
.allusion calculated not only to irritate, but even to alarm 
or threaten his jealous and vigilant enemy, else how was it 
auspicious ? fifthly, doing all these things, it ought also to 
absorb, as its own main elements, the eight letters containi'd 
in the present senseless words — " Heu tdceo,^^ 

Here is a monstrous quantity of work to throw upon any 
t\^o words in any possible language. Even Shakspere'n 
<ilown,* when challenged to furnish a catholic answer appli- 
cable to all conceivable occasions, cannot do it in less than 
nine letters, namely. Oh lord, sir I I, for my part, satisfied 
that the existing form of Heu taceo was mere indictable and 
punishable nonsense, but yet that this nonsense must enter 
as chief* element into the stinging sense of Lamia, gazed for 
I cannot tell how many weeks (weeks, indeed ! say years), 
at these impregnable letters, viewing them sometimes as a 
fortress that I was called upon to escalade, sometimes as an 
anagram that I was called upon to re-organize into the life 
which it had lost through some dislocation of arrangement. 
One day I looked at it through a microscope ; next day I 
looked at it from a distance through a telescope. Then I re- 
connoitred it downwards from the top round of a ladder ; then 
upwards, in partnership with Truth, from the bottom of a well. 
Finally, the result in which I landed, and which fiiMUed all 
the conditions laid down, was this : Let me premise, how- 
ever, what at any rate the existing darkness attests, that 
some disturbance of the text must in some way have arisen ; 
whether firom the gnawing of a rat, or the spilling of some 

« See AWs WeU that Eiida WdL Act ii. Scene 2. 
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obliterating fluid at cnis point of some unique MS. It is 
sufficient for us that the vital word has survived. I suppose, 
therefore, that Lamia had replied to the friend who praised 
the sweetness of his voice, " Sweety is it ) Ah, would to 
Heaven it might prove so sweet as to be even Orpheutic !'* 
Ominous in this case would be the word Orpheutic to 
the ears of Domitian ; for eveiy schoolboy knows that 
this means a wife-^evohing voice. Let me remark that 
there is such a legitimate word as Orpheutaceam ; and in 
that case the Latin repartee of Lamia would stand thus : 
Stuivem dixisti ? Quam vellem et Orpheuiaoeam, £ut^ per- 
haps, reader, you fail to recognise in this form our old friend 
Heu taceo. But here he is to a certainty, in spite of the 
rat : and in a different form of letters the compositor will 
show him up to you as — vellem et Orp [HEU TACEAM], 
Here, then, shines out at once — (1) Eurydice the lovely 
wife ; (2) detained by the gloomy tyrant Pluto ; (3) who, 
however, is forced into surrendering her to her husband, 
whose voice (the sweetest ever known) drew stocks and 
stones to follow him, and finally his wife ; (4) the word 
Orpheutic involves, therefore, an alarming threat, showing 
that the hope of recovering the lady still survived ; (5) we 
now find involved in the restoration all the eight, or per- 
haps nine, letters of the erroneous (and for so long a time 
unintelligible) form* 



END OF NINTH VOLUME. 
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